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LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS & STEAMFITTERS UNION, 
EL DORADO, ARK. 


(On March 22, 1960, James F. Mundie and LaVern J. Duffy testified in executive 
session during hearings held by the Select Committee on Improper Activities 
in the Labor or Management Field. This testimony was made public on March 
26, 1960, by members of the select committee and follows below.) 


TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 1960 
U.S. SENATE, 


SeLect ComMItTTEE ON Improper ACTIVITIES 
IN THE LABOR OR MANAGEMENT FIELD, 
Washington, D.C. 

The select committee met at 10:20 a.m., pursuant to Senate Resolu- 
tion 249, agreed to February 8, 1960, in room 3302 of the Senate Office 
Building, Winate John L. McClellan (chairman of the select com- 
mittee) presiding. 

Present : Senator John L. McClellan, Democrat, Arkansas; Senator 
Karl E. Mundt, Republican, South Dakota (letter) ; Senator Sam J. 
Ervin, Jr., Democrat, North Carolina. 

Also present: Jerome S. Adlerman, acting chief counsel; James F. 
Mundie, investigator; LaVern J. Duff , investigator; Ruth Y. Watt, 
chief clerk. 

The CuHarrMan. The committee will please come to order. 

Before we proceed with testimony, the Chair will make a brief 
statement for the record. 

First, I may insert in the record at this point a letter from the 
Honorable Karl E. Mundt, vice chairman, consenting that these hear- 
ings may be held by the chairman with only one member of the com- 
mittee present. At this point, however, I would note in the record 
that Senator Ervin is expected to attend the hearings and will arrive 
shortly. 

(The letter is as follows :) 

Hon. JoHN L. McCLELLAN, 


Chairman, Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or 
Management Field, Washington, D.C. 

Deak SENATOR McCLELLAN: Pursuant to rule 3 of the rules of procedure 
adopted by the Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or 
Management Field, you have my permission, as vice chairman, to conduct execu- 
tive hearings on matters relating to the Arkansas situation, without a quorum 
of two members, for the purpose of taking testimony in executive session on 
Tuesday, March 22, 1960. 

Sincerely yours, 
Kart E. Munpt, 
Vice Chairman. 


The Cuarrman. We are proceeding, however, since the Senate meets 
at 12 o’clock, and it is desired if we can to conclude these executive 


proceedings before noon. 
1 
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LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 


More than a year ago the Chair began receiving complaints from 
Local 706 of the Plumbers & Steamfitters Union of El Dorado, Ark 
concerning the misuse of union funds and possible embezzlement of 
certain funds that were derived from assessments made against mem- 
bers of the union for the privilege of working. This was on a special 
project that was then under construction in Arkansas. There was q 
charge made, known as an assessment fee or assessment money, 
against each member who worked or each person who worked on the 
project as a steamfitter or plumber. These funds, it is alleged, haye 
not been adequately accounted for. The complaints also cha 
that there had been a rigged election, also that there was lack of 
democracy in the union, and that a dictatorial rule generally prevailed, 

These complaints were considered, and it had been the purpose of 
the Chair to have a preliminary investigation conducted with 
view possibly of a full-scale investigation later. 

That preliminary investigation has been conducted. We have 
present this morning members of the staff who conducted it, and 
we desire to get from them testimony with respect to their investiga- 
tion, what Malas a they were able to obtain, and what they found 


the facts tobe. | 
This record will be made and preserved under the rules governing 
executive hearings. If the jurisdiction of this Senate select com- 


mittee is by the Senate transferred to another committee of the Sen- 
ate, these records will no doubt be available, such other committee 
or this committee, if it is continued beyond the 31st of March, may 
desire to hold full-scale hearings on the basis of the results of the 
preliminary investigation made by the staff. 

The staff made this preliminary investigation into the financial 
operations of local 706, particularly during the years 1951 through 
1954, at a time when a large Government arsenal was constructed 
at Pine Bluff, Ark. 

As I pointed out up above, it is alleged that large amounts of 
money collected from members working on this project were, I think, 
designated “assessment money.” It appears from information before 
the committee that a large portion of this assessment money has not 
been properly accounted for. 

The first witness will be Mr. James F. Mundie. 

Do you and each of you solemnly swear that the evidence given 
before this Senate select committee shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Munpr. I do. 

Mr. Dourry. I do. 

The Cuamman. Mr. Mundie, you have been duly sworn. Will you 
state your name, your place of residence, and your present business, 
occupation, or employment ? 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES F. MUNDIE AND LaVERN J. DUFFY 


Mr. Munpre. My name is James F. Mundie. I reside at 3903 Silver 
Hill Road, Washington, D.C., and I am an investigator for the staff. 

The Cuarrman. Are you one of the staff investigators of this 
committee ? 

Mr. Mounpre. I am. 

The Cuatrman. What is your present position ? 
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Mr. Munoie. Special agent, U.S. Treasury Department, Internal 
Revenue Service. 

The Cuarrman. How long have you served as a special agent for 
the Treasury Department ? 

Mr. Munptg. Since August of 1948. 

The CuatrmMan. Did you have previous service with the Govern- 
ment in any capacity ? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. Since 1921 I have been with the U.S. Treas- 
ury Department. 

"The CHatrMAN. You have been with the Treasury Department 
since 1921? 

Mr. Munoie. Since September of 1921. 

The Cuairman. During the life of this committee, have you served 
on its staff, and if so, in what capacity and under what arrangements ? 

Mr. Munore. I served as a staff investigator from March 25, 1957, 
until January 31, 1960, on a detail basis. 

The CuatrMan. You were detailed from the Treasury Department 
to assist the committee? 

Mr. Munvtie. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, you were on loan, in effect. 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. During your work as a member of the committee 
staff, were you directed to, and did you, participate in the makin 
of a preliminary investigation into charges that the committee had 
received pertaining to the conduct of affairs of local 706 of El Dorado, 
Ark., of the Steamfitters and Plumbers Union ? 

Mr. Munote. I did. 

The Cuamman. When did you begin this preliminary investiga- 
tion, do you recall? 

Mr. Munpre. During January of 1960. 

The Cuamman. During January of 1960? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You began your investigatiton early in January 
of 1960 ? 

Mr. Munoz. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. What particular charges did you look into? 

Mr. Mounore. During the course of my investigation, I made an 
analysis of the books, records, cash receipts, disbursements, canceled 
checks, and audit reports 

The Cuarrman. Let the record show, please, that Senator Ervin 
enters the committee room at this point. 

(Senator Ervin entered the committee room.) 

Mr. Munote. For the period July 1, 1952, to December 30, 1958. 

The Cuairman. What records were those that you examined ? 

Mr. Munpie. The cash receipts, disbursements, canceled checks, and 





audit reports. ; 7 
The Cuarrman. Did that pertain just to the union funds, that is, 
dues money ? 


Mr. Mounpte. That is correct. 

The CuarrMan. Did you investigate any other funds? 

Mr. Munpm. I did. 

The Cuarrman. What were they ? 

Mr. Munpie. There was a joint venture between local 665 at Pine 
Bluff, local 155 at Little Rock, and local 706, E] Dorado, Ark. 
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The Carman. Briefly, what was this joint venture between these 
locals ? 

Mr. Munpm. This was a joint venture between the locals on a par. 
ticular job, the U.S. arsenal being constructed at Pine Bluff, Ark, 

The Cuarrman. Was there some agreement entered into between 
the officials of these three locals regarding the handling of financia] 
matters? 

Mr. Munpm. There was an agreement entered into for the three 
business agents, namely, Earl Griffin from local 706; R. S. Chambliss 
from local 655, Pine Bluff; and Mr. David Dove from local 155, Little 
Rock, Ark. 

The Cuarrman. Was that agreement entered into in writing? 

Mr. Munpie. That agreement was entered into in writing and 
signed by all three business agents. 

The Cuarrman. Do you have a photostatic copy of it before you? 

Mr. Munprm. I do. 

The Cuarman. Is the original on file with you? 

Mr. Munptr. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. You have the original in the committee files? 

Mr. Munore. No, we do not have the original. We have a photostat 
that was obtained from local 155, and also a photostat from local 665, 

The Cuatrman. Did you obtain these photostats ? 

Mr. Munotr. I did. 

The Carman. You have then a photostatic copy of that agree- 
ment? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. That photostatic copy may be made exhibit No. 1. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 1” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee.’ 

The Cuatrman. That document may be printed in the record. 

(The document referred to follows :) 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN PINE BLUFF LocAL 665, LITTLE Rock LocaL 155, ANp Et 
Dorapo, ARK., LOcAL 706 OF THE UNITED ASSOCIATION 


Adherence to our obligations in the United Association is the paramount 
interest of the officers of the above three local unions in the State of Arkansas, 
We must have the common interest of all United Association members at heart 
and our separate interests should be and are subordinate. 

There being inequality in wage rates throughout the State of Arkansas, local 
union 706 has accepted the responsibility of securing for journeymen employed 
on Pine Bluff Arsenal Depot the prevailing wage of local union 706 for all UA 
members employed thereon. 

It is hereby agreed that a mutual understanding exists between the three 
organizations who are to participate equally in the revenue derived from the 
project. 

Local union 706 shall have complete control and jurisdiction over any expan- 
sion program developing in connection with the present arsenal, shall supervise 
the expenditures, the jurisdiction, and the employment and be the sole repre- 
sentative of the journeymen and apprentices of the plumbing and pipefitting 
industry employed there. The local shall employ journeymen who are available 
in either of the other two local unions in equal proportion if available as nearly 
as possible through commonsense judgment. 


1The Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field 
was discontinued on Mar. 31, 1960. By sec 5, S. Res. 255, 86th Cong., the jurisdiction of 
the select committee was transferred to the Committee on Government Operations. By the 
same resolution all files of the select committee were placed in the custody of the Com- 
mittee on Government Operations. Thereafter, the investigative jurisdiction and custodial 
responsibilities were delegated to the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations. 
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It is the intent of the three organizations to assist the general membership 
and not necessarily promote the interest of any one particular local union. 

A periodic audit of the finances of the joint venture will be made and after 
expenses are deducted for operation of the office and supervision the remaining 
moneys will be equally divided. 


LocaL UNrIon 706, 
By EArt GRIFFIN. 

LocaL UNION 665, 
By R. S. CHAMBLESS. 

LocaL UNION 155, 
By Dave Dove. 

The Cuairman. This provides that Mr. Griffin acted as agent for 
all three of the locals in the collection of certain moneys from the 
members who work on the job ? 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct, sir. 

The Cuarrman. By this arrangement, what amount was collected 
per member per week or per day, as the case may be? 

Mr. Munpre. According to the records of the National Bank of 
Commerce, El] Dorado, Ark., an account was opened by Mr. Earl 
Griffin with one authorized signature of local 706, 155, and 665. The 
account was to be known as a joint venture. 

The Cuairman. Now, I understand this money, or part of it, at 
least, was put into what is known as a joint venture account in this 
bank that you have identified. 

Mr. Munote. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. And it was subject to being withdrawn upon the 
signature of Earl Griffin ? 

Mr. Munpir. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. But it was a joint account or a joint venture of the 
three locals. 

Mr. Munpie. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. Now, what I asked you a moment ago, and your 
answer was not exactly responsive to that, is this: How much was 
charged or collected from each worker to go into that fund? 

Mr. Munpvrm. $3.50 per week. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, plumbers and steamfitters who 
worked on this job, and who were members of any one of these three 
locals, had to pay $3.50 per week in order to work on this Government 
construction job or arsenal project at Pine Bluff. 

Mr. Munpie. That is correct, including the welders, too. 

The Cuarrman. Now, this written contract among the three locals 
to set up this joint fund does not state, I believe, the amount that 
each one was to pay each week. 

Mr. Munopre. It does not, sir. 

The Cuarrman. But that was worked out by arrangements and you 
found that is what was actually charged them? 

Mr. Mounpre. That is correct, $3.50 per week. 

The Cuatrman. Did you interrogate men who worked there to as- 
certain whether those funds were actually paid or not ? 

Mr. Mounore. I did, sir. 

The CHarrman. How many would you say ? 

Mr. Munpre. I would say some 10 or 12 foremen, and some 5 or 6 

neral foremen. Now, the general foreman had from 4 to 6 fitter 
a in their crew, and each fitter foreman had from 10 to 12 to 

men. 
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The Cuatrman. Were you given to understand from those you 
interviewed, these foremen, that every man who worked had to pay 
this amount of money ? 

Mr. Munpie. Had to pay or lose their job, yes. 

The Cuairman. In other words, no one worked that did not pay 
this $3.50 per week. 

Mr. Munpre. This is correct. 

The Cuatrman. And that was supposed to go into this joint venture 
fund, this account in the bank that you have referred to? 

Mr. Mounpte. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. All of it ? 

Mr. Mounopie. That is correct. 

The CuHarrMaAn. Now, this $3.50 a week that was assessed against 
them for the right to work, the privilege of working, was that in addi- 
tion to their regular union dues? 

Mr. Munptp. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Now, they had to pay their dues in each union? 

Mr. Munpisz. They had to pay their dues each month. 

The Cuatrman. Inthe union. 

Mr. Munptg. Yes, whether they worked or not. 

The CuatrmMan. But in addition to the dues, in order to work on 
this particular project, members of these three locals had to pay $3.50 
per week. 

Mr. Mounpiz. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. That runs to about $15 per month; is that correct? 

Mr. Mounpre. That is correct. 

The CHamman. It would average between $14 and $15 a month 
that they had to pay. 

Mr. Munpr. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. For the privilege of working? 

Mr. Munpim. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Now, in pursuing this fund, did you examine the 
bank records to ascertain how much money came into this fund that 
was actually deposited in the joint venture account in the bank? 

Mr. Munore. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmaNn. All right. You examined the bank records, did 
you ’ 

Mr. Mounpre. I did, sir. 

The CuarMan. State in summary the total amount that was de- 
posited in this fund. 

Mr. Munore. During the year 1951, $9,221, and in 1952, $63,503.51. 
In 1953, it was $30,807.27. It made a total of $103,531.78, deposited 
to the joint venture account in El Dorado, Ark. 

The Cuarrman. That was over a period of how many years? 

Mr. Munpre. That is over the period from August 7, 1951, to 
June 30, 1953, some 23 months. 

The Cuaran. A total of $103,000 was deposited in this joint ven- 
ture account from moneys collected at $3.50 per week from workers on 
the project. 

Mr. Munpie. That is correct. 

‘ ae CuarrMAN. Do you have any disbursement records of these 
unds? 

Mr. Munote. The only disbursement records that I have are the 
bank statements which shows small checks being withdrawn for evi- 
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dently expenses of someone. They were $34.90, $129.14, and $50, and 
small amounts like that. However, there was one large check in the 
amount of $1,000 that we could not find the identity of. During the 
period of the bank account until Mr. Griffin decided to split the 
account three ways for his own benefit, that is the money to go to his 
own local, there was a total withdrawal of $10,421.22. That was 
during the period from August 1951 to June 30, 1953. 

The CHAIRMAN. Let me ask you, under this contract that we filed 
here which was made exhibit 1, the money was to be equally divided 
among the three locals, was it not ? 

Mr. Munpie. After expenses, yes. 

The CuHarrman. Incurred in the collection of the money and so 
forth. 

Mr. Munpre. Or any other incidentals on the Pine Bluff job. 

The Cuarrman. Other incidentals on the Pine Bluff job, and the 
money was to be split three ways. 

Mr. Munpie. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Was there ever any split of these funds, and did 
local No. 655 of Pine Bluff and local No. 155 of Little Rock—did 
either of those locals ever get any of the money ? 

Mr. Munn. No, sir. 

The CuatrMan. No part of it? 

Mr. Munpte. No part of it. 

The CHatrMan. Notwithstanding the contract that they were to 
share in it ¢ 

Mr. Munpte. That is correct. 

The CuarrMan. Now, have you traced that money to see what local 
did share in it, or did get the benefit of it ? 

Mr. Munprr. I have. On June 30, 1953, Mr. Griffin drew three 
checks and transferred $26,603.78 to his general account. 

The Cuatrman. That is to his general account ? 

Mr. Munpre. To local 706 general account. 

The Cuarrman. He transferred it from this joint venture project 
fund to his own local, local 706 ? 

Mr. Munpre. That is right, and then on the same day he transferred 
$26,603.78 to his organizing fund. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, the first check you mentioned there 
went into the general fund of his local, 706 ¢ 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. Now, the second check went into the organizing 
fund of that local. 

Mr. Munpre. That is right, and the third check went into his build- 
ing account in the amount of $39,903, making a grand total withdrawn 
and placed to the benefit of local 706 of $93,110.56. 

The Cuarrman. So that the $93,110.56 apparently was the net after 
paying all of the expenses of collecting the money and other incidental 
expenses in connection with the project ? 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 

The CHatrman. So this contract then with the other locals was 
never complied with ? 

Mr. Munptr. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. And local 706 got all of the money. 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 
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The Cuarrman. All of the net, and the other two in the joint ven- 
ture got nothing ? 

Mr. Munptz. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. Now, do you have your bank statements there, and 
the checks and accounts that you have referred to so that they may 
be made an exhibit? 

Mr. Munptr. Yes, sir; I do. 

The Cuamman. What do you have there that can be introduced? 

Mr. Munoie. I have a photostat of the bank account, and also 
photostat of the checks placing the money to the credit of the local 
union. 

The Cuarrman. Let the bank account be made exhibit No. 2 and 
the checks to which the witness has referred showing this money 

oing into local 706, three separate funds of local 706—let those checks 

made exhibits 2—A, B, and C. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibits 2, 2~A, 2-B, 
and 2-C,” and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

Mr. Mounoim. I would like to add, Senator, that in regard to this 
one large $1,000 item, that was payable to a Mr. J. C. Swales for 
expenses for delegation of nine men to Washington for a conference, 
which was the largest expenditure out of this account. I might add 
that local 706—prior to this money being transferred into the organ- 
izing fund and the building fund and the general account, I also 
analyzed that account which they had at the First National Bank 
of El Dorado, and none of this assessment money could possibly have 
gone into those accounts. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, this $103,000 bank account is all 
of the assessment money that you could trace? 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. Now, this check that you speak of there, or these 
three checks that you speak of that total $93,000 plus that went into 
the three separate funds of local 706—what are the dates on those 
checks ? 

Mr. Munpie. Those checks are dated June 29, 1953. 

The CuarrMan. That is June 29, 1953 ? 

Mr. Munopte. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. In other words, this joint venture account was 
closed out at that time? 

Mr. Munopte. That is correct. 

The CuarrMan. These three checks wiped out the account. 

Mr. Munpte. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And all of the money, the net proceeds from this 
assessment that went into the bank account, went into the three sepa- 
rate funds of local 706 ? 

Mr. Munopte. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. Now, do you have your worksheet there from the 
bank statement ? 

Mr. Munore. I have, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I would ask you to make your worksheets in sup- 
port of the testimony that you have just given exhibit No. 3 with the 
bank accounts, they will be exhibits for the record. Exhibit 1 I have 
ordered printed in the record. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 3” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 
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Now I hand you here a copy of a telegram, or the original telegram, 
Iam unable to determine, dated February 21, 1951, addressed to Earl 
Griffin at El Dorado, Ark., from Martin P. Durkin, and apparently 
sent from Washington, D.C. 

May I ask you to examine this document or this purported telegram 
that I hand to you, and ask you if you identify it, and where and 
how you procured it ? 

Mr. Munptre. I identify this telegram as an official record of local 
155 of El Dorado, Ark. The business agent at that local stated that 
this telegram was sent to him from the international president, or 
this copy was sent to him from the international president of the orig- 
inal telegram which was sent to Mr. Ear! Griffin. 

The Cuarrman. This telegram may be made an exhibit. Just let 
this be printed in the record at this point. It states: 

I wish to inform you that I have granted local 706 jurisdiction over the Pine 
Bluff Arsenal located 15 miles north of Pine Bluff, Ark., as recommended by 
Gen. Jerry Ryan and agreed to by Ray Chambless of local union 655, and 
Dave Dove of local 155. 

Mr. Munoir. They are the business agents of the three respective 
locals. 

The CuatrmMan. This was dated February 21, and the contract ap- 
pears not to have been dated. I assume this telegram refers to this 
agreement ? 

Mr. Munpre. That telegram refers to that, and we have established 
that this agreement was signed in 1951. 

The Cuatrman. You did establish that ? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarmrman. How did youestablish that? 

Mr. Munpre. Through the two business agents at Little Rock and 
Pine Bluff, Mr. Chambless and Mr. Dove. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Chambless and Mr. Dave Dove told you that 
this contract, now exhibit 1 here, was executed in early 1951? 

Mr. Munpte. Yes, sir. That is Mr. Dove’s and this is Mr. Cham- 
bless’, and they both had copies of it. 

The Cuamman. You have another copy there? 

Mr. Munopte. It is the same thing. 

The CHarrman. Two parties to the contract advised you that it was 
executed in 1951. Does this wire, then, according to your investiga- 
tion, refer to that contract ? 

Mr. Mounoptr. It refers to the job of Pine Bluff, Ark. 

The CHatrman. Now is there anything else we should make an 
exhibit at this point ? 

Allright, let us proceed. 

Now, then, how were you able to check the income of this fund? 
That is, did you undertake to make a check of how much money was 
actually received from this $3.50 per week per man ? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir; we did. Since Mr. Earl Griffin said that 
all records prior to 1955 were destroyed, we obtained information from 
the U.S. Army Audit Agency, Dallas, Tex., and New Orleans, La. 

The CuarrmMan. In other words, there are no records available in 
local 706, so you were advised by Mr. Griffin, that would enable you 
to check these funds to ascertain whether the amount that was de- 


ponted in the bank covered the amount that was collected from the 
men ? 








10 


LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK, 


Mr. Munor. That is correct. 

The CuairMan. Since the local did not have any records to give you 
information regarding that, so you could check against the deposits 
to determine whether all funds had gone into that account, how did 
you then proceed ? 

Mr. Munpi. First we went to the Blaw-Knox Co., Pittsburgh, Pa,, 
who were the contractors on the job. 

The Cuatrman. They were the contractors on the Pine Bluff job? 

Mr. Munpte. They stated that they had no records, but the U.S, 
Army Audit Agency had some records. Mr. Duffy went to Dallas, 
ren and New Orleans, and obtained records from the U.S. Army 
Audit. 

The Cuarrman. Now just a moment. Mr. Duffy, you have been 
sworn. 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Will you state your name and your present employ- 
ment and your residence ¢ 

Mr. Durry. My name is LaVern Joseph Duffy, and my residence is 
110 D Street SE., and I am a staff investigator on the Permanent 
Investigating Subcommittee on temporary loan to this Senate select 
committee. 

The CuHatrman. You have been working for the Senate select com- 
mittee since it was created, have you not ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did you participate in the preliminary investiga- 
tion the Chair directed be made and assist Mr. Mundie in undertaking 
to trace these funds? 

Mr. Durry. Yes; I did. 

The CuarrMan. Will you state what you did and what you found? 
Mr. Durry. First of all, we wanted to determine if all of the mone 
which was collected on this Pine Bluff job was actually put in this 

bank account in E] Dorado. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you sought to find if there were 
records that would account for the fund. 

Mr. Durry. Yes; that is correct. We know that $103,000 went 
into the account and we wanted to determine if all or more should 
have gone in. So we went to the Blaw Knox Co. in Pittsburgh, and 
we found that those records had been destroyed. So then we went to 
the Army Audit Division in Dallas, Tex., and in New Orleans, and 
they had audit reports of the payroll records of the Blaw Knox Co. 
By making an analysis of those payroll records, we were able to 
determine exactly how much money was actually collected. 

The CuarrMan. Or should have been collected. 

Mr. Durry. Yes; I should say should have been collected from 
the Pine Bluff job for local 706, which would encompass the steam 
fitters, plumbers, and welders. 

The Cuamman. That is for what period of time? Is it the same 
period of time covered by the account? 

Mr. Durry. The comparable period of the joint venture account, 
1951 through 1953. 

The CHarrman. Beginning with the time that the joint venture 
account was started down to the time that it was closed out? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 
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The CuatrMaAn. During that period of time, Mr. Duffy, according 
to the check that you made of the records that you have referred to, 
how much money would have gone into this fund, assuming that 
each party who worked paid the $3.50 per week ? 

Mr. Durry. We found from our analysis of these records that $224,- 
388.50 should have been collected. 

The CHarrMAN. That is $224,388.50 that should have been collected ? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The CHairmMan. In other words, if each man who worked as a 
lumber or steamfitter or welder on this job was required to pay the 
3.50 per week, as many did, then the amount which should have been 

received was $224,388.50 ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir; and only $103,000 was collected. 

The CHarrmMan. Well, you say “was collected.” You mean only 
$103,000 was deposited ? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuairman. So, based on the Army Audit Section records of 
this project, assuming it was all collected, only $103,000-plus went 
into the joint account. The balance of the $224,000 is unaccounted 
for, and you have been unable to trace it ? 

Mr. Dourry. And the difference, Senator, would be $120,531.78 that 
is short. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, on the basis of your preliminary 
investigation, there is that much of a shortage in the joint venture ac- 
count for assessment against the members for working ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, Senator. Approximately 53.9 percent of the 
money is unaccounted for, if it was all collected, and if everyone paid 
that should have paid. 

The Cuarrman. Now, did either of you make interrogation of the 
foremen and supervisors or whoever they were with respect to whether 
all of the money was collected ¢ 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrMan. Mr. Mundie, what is that? 

Mr. Munpre. I would like to make an exhibit, an analysis of this. 
Senator Ervin. These records in the possession of the Audit Section 

of the Army, did they have code indications as to the exact trade or 
craft of each individual ? 

Mr. Munp1e. That is right, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. And also they showed how many weeks each 
worked ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. So it was a simple matter of mathematics, or by 
simple mathematics you could determine that a total of $224,388.50 
should have been collected if this plan was carried out as originally 
made. 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. In your conversations with different people, what 
did you ascertain as to whether it was carried out. 

Mr. Munor. I have taken a number of men per week times $3.50 
and made a complete analysis, and I would like to submit this work 
paper as an exhibit showing that according to the U.S. Army Audit 
Agency of Dallas and New Orleans the number of men that worked ° 
per week during the life of the job totaled $224,388.50. 
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The Cuatrman. The work papers and the accompanying data may 
be made exhibit No. 4 for reference. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 4” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The Cuatrman. Now, you said if those who worked paid, that is 
what your records showed, and you could establish that from the 
records ? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. How do we know that all of them paid, or that 
some did not pay? What did you find out in that regard ? 

Mr. Mounprre. I took a sample of the men in the field of the general 
foremen and fitter foremen who collected the money. 

The Cuatrman. Did you interrogate them ? 
= Monpre. I interrogated them, and I secured affidavits from 
them. 

The Cuatrman. Do you have affidavits from them ? 

Mr. Munpre. I do,sir. I have 12 affidavits. 

The Cuarrman. How many are there? 

Mr. Mounpre. Twelve covering 200 men. I think it was 250 men. 

The Cratrman. Are these the affidavits I hold in my hand, one 
from Charles L. Roberts, of Smackover, and one from C. T. Matthews, 
of Spring Street, El Dorado? There is one from Plez W. Major, 
Route 4, El Dorado. There is one from H. C. Terry, 720 Marsh 
Avenue, El] Dorado. There is one from Lance D. Gray, South Jack- 
son Street, El Dorado. 

Mr. Mounpte. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatmrman. And one from S. O. Longing of Route 4, El 
Dorado. 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. One from Joe Gammill, 927 East Main Street, 
El Dorado. 

Mr. Munpte. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarmman. One from E. W. Giles, 1216 D Avenue, El Dorado. 

Mr. Mounpte. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarmrman. And J. Howard Diffee, 411 South Oak, Little 
Rock, Ark. 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. One from Max E. Hunt, 1323 State Street, Little 
Rock, Ark. 

Mr. Mounpte. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. One from V. L. Jackson, 1113 West 19th Street, 
El Dorado. 

Mr. Munovre. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. And one from John W. Garlington, Route 2, Box 
61, El Dorado. 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Mounpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. These affidavits will be printed in the record at 
this point. They will also be made exhibit No 5A, B, C, D, E, F, G, 
H, I, J, K, and L. 

‘ (The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit Nos. 5 through 
5-L” and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 





LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 13 


(The affidavits are as follows :) 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, Charles L. Roberts, Smackover, Ark., being duly sworn, depose and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in 
the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free will, 
without any promises of favor or immunity. 

During the years 1954 and 1953 I was employed by the Blaw Knox Co., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., as foreman and had 10 men in 
my crew. I am a member of local 706, El Dorado, since 1948. 

During the years mentioned above I picked up the assessment envelopes at 
the office in Pine Bluff, building 50. I went to the job where the men were 
working and collected the assessment in the amount of $3.50 per week. After 
the collections were made the assessment envelopes were returned to office and 
Alfred M. Yocum picked them up. While making the collections, I gave receipts 
to all members of local 706; however, I had instructions from Alfred M. Yocum 
not to issue any receipts to out-of-town union men or permit men. I also had 
instructions from the same man not to accept any checks in lieu of the assess- 
ment. 

I have read the above affidavit, consisting of one page; the above is true and 
correct to best of my knowledge and belief. 

CHARLES L. ROBERTS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13 day of January 1960. 
Sytvia J. Evans, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 88: 

I, C. T. Matthews, 331 West First Street, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn, 
depose and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities 
in the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free 
will, without any promise of favor or immunity. 

During the period from September 1951 to October 1952 I was employed by 
the Blaw Knox Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., as 
a fitter and later as fitter foreman. While employed as a fitter foreman, Mr. 
George Wolfe or Mr. Alfred M. Yocum supplied me with assessment slips for my 
men and myself. When the assessment in the amount of $3.50 was due, and 
before the workday started, I would call me 10 men into the time shack and 
make the collections. While making the collections I would issue receipts to 
members from local 706, and I didn’t issue receipts to any union members or 
permit men from out-of-town locals. The instruction with reference to receipts 
came from Mr. Yocum, the steward of the job. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of two pages; the above is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Cc. T. MATTHEWS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 
Sytvia J. Evans, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, Plez W. Major, Route 4, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn, depose and 
state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Commitee on Improper Activities 
in the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free 
will, without any promise of favor or immunity. 
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During the years 1951 and 1952, I was employed by the Blaw Knox (Oo,, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at the Pine Bluff Arsenal, as a fitter. How- 
ever, during part of the time I was foreman and worked from 10 to 22 men, 

During my employment as a foreman, Mr. Alfred M. Yocom would bring 
enough assessment slips for every man in my crew. After receiving the assess- 
ment envelopes, I went around to where the men were working and collected 
the assessment in the amount of $3.50 per week. After the collections were 
made the assessment envelopes were returned to the office by me for Mr, 
Yocom. 

During my employment as a foreman, the Lion Oil Co. of El Dorado, Ark, 
was engaged in a strike and a number of men from the Lion Oil Co. received 
a work permit from Mr. Earl Griffin, business agent of local 706, and same was 
placed in my crew. 

I wish to state that I collected assessments from every man in my crew at 
the rate of $3.50 and didn’t give any receipts to the permitmen or out-of-town 
unionmen; however, I did give receipts to all unionmen from local 706 in El 
Dorado. 

I received my instructions from Lance Gray, who stated that Mr. Yocom 
stated not to give any receipts to out-of-town unionmen or permitmen and 
that no one should get behind more than 2 or 3 weeks. 

IT have read the above affidavit, consisting of two pages; the above is true 
and correct to best of my knowledge and belief. 

PLEZ W. MAsor. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me the 13th day of January 1960. 
Sytvia J. Evans, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE oF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, H. C. Terry, 720 Marsh Avenue, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn, depose 
and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to 
be an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities 
in the Labor or Management Field. 

During the years 1951 to 1953, inclusive, I was employed by the Blaw-Knox 
Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., on the arsenal, as 
a foreman, and later advanced to a general foreman. As a foreman, I worked 
10 men that was on my crew and as a general foreman I had 4 foremen and 
around 40 to 50 men. 

During my employment as a general foreman, I received instructions from 
Alfred M. Yocom, that all men were to pay an assessment in the amount of 
$3.50 a week, and that no receipts would be issued to anyone except the mem- 
bers from local 706. These instructions were passed on to my four foremen. 
Also during the above period, the Lion Oil Co., El Dorado, Ark., was engaged in 
a strike and during the strike, the strikers were given work permits by local 
706 and when they reported at Pine Bluff, I was instructed by Yocom, the job 
steward, to put them to work. 

I also wish to state that on one occasion a man was behind on his assessment 
and Yocom stated to me that if he didn’t pay the assessment to date, he was to 
be terminated ; the man failed to pay, therefore I let him go. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of one page; the above is true and 
correct to best of my knowledge and belief. 

H. C. Terry. 

Sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 


Sytvi1a J. Evans, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 88: 

I, Lance D. Gray, 1308 South Jackson Street, El Dorado, Ark., being duly 
sworn, depose and say: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in 
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the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free will, 
without any promises of favor or immunity. 

During the years 1951 to 1953, inclusive, I was employed by the Blaw-Knox 
Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment on the Pine Bluff Arsenal, at Pine Bluff, 
Ark. During the above period I was a foreman and later became a general 
foreman. As a general foreman or area foreman, my crew consisted from 4 
to 6 foremen and fitters amounting up to 60 or 70 men. 

During my employment at the Pine Bluff Arsenal, I was given instructions 
from the job steward, Alfred M. Yocom, better known as “Red Yocom,” to see 
that the assessment in the amount of $3.50 each week be collected from every 
man in my crew, and not to give any receipts to the men working on a work 
order or out-of-town unionmen. Mr. Yocom also stated, that if they didn’t pay 
the assessment that they would be run off. 

During my employment as general foreman, the Lion Oil Co. of El Dorado, 
Ark., was engaged in a strike and a number of men from that strike was assigned 
to me by Alfred M. Yocom, and that they work in my crews. I also wish to 
state that Mr. Yocom gave me instructions that these men were to pay the assess- 
ment in the amount of $3.50 per week and were not to receive a receipt, and 
this information was passed on by me to my other foremen. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of one page; the above is true and 
correct to best of my knowledge and belief. 

LANCE D. Gray. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 
Sytv1a J. Evans, Notary Public. 





AFFIDAVIT 
StaTe or ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 

I, S. O. Longing, Route 4, El Dorado, Ark., being sworn, depose and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in 
the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free will, 
without any promises of favor or immunity. 

During the years 1952 and 1953, I was employed by the Blaw-Knox Co., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., as a fitter foreman, and 
later became a general foreman. As a fitter foreman I worked 10 to 12 men and 
as a general foreman I had 6 foremen and around 60 men. 

During my employment at Pine Bluff, I was given assessment slips for all of 
my men, including myself, by Alfred M. Yocom. After receiving the assessment 
slips I would give them to my foremen who in turn gave them to the men. 
After the men paid the assessment in the amount of $3.50 each week the assess- 
ment slips were returned to me and I returned them to the office and Alfred M. 
Yocom would pick them up. 

During the period that I was general foreman, the Lion Oil Co., El Dorado, 
‘ Ark., was engaged in a strike, and during the above strike, the strikers were 
given work order permits by local 706 and when they reported at Pine Bluff, 
I was instructed by the job steward, “Red” Yocom, to put the men to work. 

I also wish to state that as general foreman I was given instructions by 
Alfred M. Yocom, which I passed on to my other foremen, not to issue any 
receipts to men working from out-of-town locals or on permits, the only men 
to receive receipts were from 706. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of two pages; the above is true and 
correct to best of my knowledge and belief. 

S. O. Lonernea. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me that 13th day of January 1960. 
Syxivra J. Evans, Notary Public. 
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AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 

I, Joe Gammill, 927 East Main Street, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn, 
depose and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in 
the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free will 
without any promises of favor or immunity. 

During the year 1951 and 1952, I was employed by the Blaw-Knox (Co,, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., as a fitter for about 2 
months and the rest of the time as fitter foreman, and worked 10 to 12 
men. 

During my employment as fitter foreman, Mr. Alfred M. Yocom would bring 
enough assessment slips for every man in my crew. I went to the job where 
the men were working and collected the assessment in the amount of $3.50 per 
man per week. After the collections were made, the assessments were returned 
to Mr. George Wolfe, who in turn gave them to the steward, Mr. Yocom. At 
the time I was making the collections, I was given receipts to all union mem- 
bers of 706; however, I had instructions from the steward, Mr. Yocom, not to 
issue any receipts to any out-of-town locals, either to the union members or 
permitmen. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of two pages; the above is true and 


correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
JOE GAMMILL, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 
Syiv1a J. Evans, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE oF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, E. W. Giles, 1216 D Avenue, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn, depose 
and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to 
be an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activi- 
ties in the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free 
will, without any promises of favor or immunity. 

During the period September 1951 to August 1953, I was employed by the 
Blaw-Knox Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark. When 
I first went to Pine Bluff, I was a fitter, but as the job progressed I was 
advanced to a fitter foreman. 

During the period I was a fitter foreman, “Red” Yocom would give me enough 
assessment slips for all my men. At first everyone received the original 
assessment slip as a receipt; later the original assessment slip was given to 
local 706 members only. Therefore, members from out-of-town locals and per- 
mitmen would not get a receipt. At the end of the job, I would note on the orig-” 
inal assessment slips for out-of-town locals and permitmen “Voluntary con- 
tribution.” 

I also state that I collected the assessment in the amount of $3.50 per man 
each week and returned all assessment envelopes to Mr. Alfred M. Yocom. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of two pages; the above is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

BE. W. GILes. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 
Sytvia J. Evans, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Pulaski, 8s: 
I, J. Howard Diffee, 411 South Oak, Little Rock, Ark., being duly sworn, 
depose and state: 
I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in 
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the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free will, 
without any promises of favor or immunity. 

During August 1951 and September 1951, I was employed by the Blaw-Knox 
Co., Pitsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., as general foreman, 
and had 4 foremen and from 40 to 60 plumbers and welders on the job. I knew 
that the four foremen were collecting an assessment in the amount of $3.50 per 
week from each man, and for a while were given receipts, but Yocom gave the 
orders that in the future no receipts were to be issued. I also wish to state that 
I didn’t last very long after I refused to pay the assessment in the amount of 
$3.50 each week; however, I was reduced to a foreman and had a crew from 10 
to15 men. Mr. Yocom would come into my shop and look at my time book and 
leave enough envelopes for the assessments on the desk. The man would come 
in and pick up the envelopes, put in the assessment in the amount of $3.50 each 
week, and I would return the assessment envelopes to Mr. Yocom. I also state 
that I didn’t issue any receipts to the men; I never remember even filling out a 
receipt to anyone. I was foreman during the months of October, November, and 
December. Mr. Yocom also treated me nice by leaving me an assessment 
envelope. I will state that I never paid an assessment, and was the only em- 
ployee that I know of that never paid the assessment. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of two pages; the above is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

J. HOWARD DIFFEE. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 15th day of January 1960. 
L. W. Biaes, Notary Public. 





AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Pulaski, ss: 


I, Max E. Hunt, 1323 State Street, Little Rock, Ark., being duly sworn, depose 
and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F’. Mundie, known to me to be 
an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in 
the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free will, 
without any promises of favor or immunity. 

During the year 1951, I was employed by the Blaw-Knox Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., 
with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., as chief inspector, and at a later date I 
resigned as chief inspector and was rehired as a fitter foreman until July 1953. 
I also wish to state that I was a member of 706 El Dorado during the above 
period. 

During the time of my employment as foreman fitter, I had a crew of 10 men 
working. I was furnished receipts and envelopes in order to collect working 
assessments from Alfred M. Yocom, job steward, with instructions to keep a 
record of everyone that paid, and I was given instructions not to give the dupli- 
cate receipts to any member from any local, except members of local 706. This 
assessment in the amount $3.50 was collected from every man that worked at 
least two 8-hour days each week, including myself. The envelopes with the 
assessment in the amount of $3.50 with the original receipts was given to Alfred 
M. Yocom each week after my collections. 

I have read the above aflidavit consisting of two pages; the above is true and 
correct to best of my knowledge and belief. 

Max E. Hunt. 

Subscribed and sworn before me on this 17th day of November 1959. 

PHiLip N. Gowen, 
Clerk, Arkansas Supreme Court. 


AFFIDAVIT 

STATE oF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, U. L. Jackson, 1113 West 19th Street, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn, 
depose and state: 

During the years 1951-53 I was employed by the Blaw-Knox Co., Pittsburgh, 
Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff on the arsenal as a foreman, and I worked 
10 men on my crew. 
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During my employment at Pine Bluff on the arsenal, Mr. Alfred M. Yocom 
issued instructions that all men working on this job should pay an assessment in 
the amount of $3.50 each week or be terminated. I also wish to State, he also 
stated that no man would receive a receipt who was working on a permit or 
from an out-of-town local and that receipts would be issued to men from loca] 
706. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of one page; the above is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 
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U. L. Jackson, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of January 1960. 
Syivra J. Evans, Notary Public, 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, John W. Garlington, Route 213 61, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn 
depose and state: 

During the years 1951 to 1953 I was employed by the Blaw-Knox Co., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, on the arsenal, as a foreman, and 
I work 12 men on my crew. 

During my employment at Pine Bluff, on the arsenal, Mr. Alfred M. Yocom 
issued instructions that all men working on this job should pay an assessment 
in the amount of $3.50 each week. I also wish to state, he also stated that no 
man would receive a receipt that was working on a permit or from an out-of- 
town local and that receipts would be issued to men from local 706. 

I have read the above affidavit consisting of one page; the above is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

JOHN W. GARLINGTON. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of January 1960. 


Sytvra J. Evans, Notary Public. 


Mr. Mounopre. In addition to those affidavits, I have other affidavits 
of men working for the Lion Oil Co. who during the period of April 
30, 1952, to August 3, 1952, secured working permits from Ear] Griffin, 
of local 706, in El Dorado, to go to Pine Bluff, Ark., and go to work. 
These men were individually contacted and signed that they also paid 
the $3.50 per week while employed at Pine Bluff, and did not get any 
a All people who were contacted without exception paid the 

3.50. 

The CHarrman. Now, may I inquire about this last group that you 
speak of here. Were they members of the union, or were they simply 
permitted to work ? 

Mr. Munpre. They were not members of local 706, but they were 
working on a work permit which they secured from Ear] Griffin, or 
local 706, at El Dorado, Ark., to obtain employment at Pine Bluff, 
Ark., under the jurisdiction of local 706. 

The CuarrMan. In other words, they were not members of either of 
these three locals of the joint venture project. 

Mr. Mounpre. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. They may have been members of some other local, 
somewhere else ? 

Mr. Munpie. They were members of some other local, in E] Dorado, 
Ark., that was on strike, but nothing to do with this particular union. 
They just picked them up, sent them up there, gave them a job. They 
had to pay this assessment money and were not furnished any receipts. 

The CxHatrman. Here is one affidavit that you have submitted 
signed by a large number of people, and it is—— 

Mr. Munpvte. There are 113 of them. 
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The Cuatrman. There are some 113 people here and I don’t see the 
date of it. It may be printed in the record at this point. Then you 
also have an affidavit from O. G. Gammill, of 926 Kenwood Street, 
El Dorado. ‘Those may be printed in the record also, and the two will 
be made exhibits No. 6—A and B. 

(The documents were marked “Exhibits 6-A and B” and may be 
found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

(The affidavits referred to follow :) 


We, the undersigned, wish to make the following statements: 

(1) That during the period April 30, 1952, to August 3, 1952, the Lion Oil Co., 
El Dorado, Ark., was engaged in a strike. 

(2) That the Local Union 706 of the Steamfitters and Plumbers were issuing 
working permits to men that were striking. 

(3) That we, the undersigned, receive a permit from local 706 and went to 
Pine Bluff, Ark., to work on the arsenal. 

(4) That we, the undersigned, paid an assessment in the amount of $3.50 each 
week we work in Pine Bluff, Ark., and we didn’t get a receipt from our foreman, 
who collected the assessment. 

Joe E. Haile, Gordon S. Wood, Doyle O. Nisbit, Theo F. Dudney, J. C. 
Brantley, W. T. Mock, A. C. Jackson, Wm. D. Olud, F. D. Robin- 
son, Nolen E. Harris, A. G. Gilliman, J. H. Page, Melvin R. 
Bryan, Bobby O. Hearin, Matt Chitwood, Chester Cross, M. P. 
Arledge, J. F. Foster, Dale C. Webb, Johnny Barnes, Robert M. 
Brewer, I. J. Lawyer, H. A. Telford, Willie L. Granton, Mark 
Cook, James M. Devinly, J. W. Cross, G. I. MceGaught, C. E. 
Hambleton, J. E. Winchester, Horace V. Norris, W. N. Vance, 
Ralph E. Hampton, R. L. Hendricks, C. V. Parker, Norman T. 
Wisson, J. W. Cathey, John Duke, M. C. Humphrey, T. J. Ames, 
Alton L. Staples, Wallis K. Edwards, Jimmy Creed, Woodrow W. 
Cates, F. W. Reibe, Roy D. Billingsley, Euther Daniels, Clyde 
Ballard, C. T. Swannee, D. R. Bush, L. R. Teator, Perry M. Bold- 
ing, H. A. Lipsey, J. B. Bryant, Jr.. W. E. Payton, John E. 
Cherry, Tony S. Harrell, B. J. Arnold, George W. Smith, T. P. 
Brasher, J. M. Wilson, Harey Jones, W. E. Underwood, H. B. 
Webb, E. T. Riggs. 


I, O. G. Gammill, of El Dorado, Kans., being duly sworn, deposes and state: 
That each and every man whose name is signed above, was contacted by me and 
read the four items. That they stated to me that the above is true and correct. 
This list consists of — names and — pages. 

O. G. GAMMILL. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of January 1960. 
[SEAL] Sytv1a J. Evans, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, O. G. Gammill, 926 Kenwood Street, El Dorado, Ark., being duly sworn, 
depose and state: 

I make this statement at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to 
be an investigator for the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities 
in the Labor or Management Field. This statement is made of my own free 
will without any promises of favor of immunity. 

During the period from May 4, 1952, to August 4, 1953, I was employed by the 
Blaw-Knox Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, on the arsenal, 
by a work order issued from local 706. Also during the above period, the Lion 
Oil Co., El Dorado, Kans., was engaged in a strike, that is why I obtained 
employment at local 706. 

During my employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., my foreman came to me and 
collected an assessment in the amount of $3.50 each week and I didn’t receive a 
receipt for my money. 

On January 11, 1960, I contacted 77 men [list attached] whom I knew worked 
on the Pine Bluff job, from the Lion Oil Co. strike, who all stated that they 
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worked longer than 1 week, therefore they paid the assessment in the amount 


of $3.50 each week. 


I also wish to state the men mentioned above didn’t get any receipt for their 


money according to my conversation with them. 


I have read the above affidavit consisting of two pages; the above is true ang 


correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


Sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 


[sEAL] 


List of names furnished by O. G. Gammill: 


L. A. Thompson 
J. W. Cross 

W. B. Underwood 
H. B. Webb 

W. L. Enis 

P. J. Brown 

J. M. Wilson 
H. T. Jones 

O. G. Gamill 

S. J. Arnold 

L. R. Reaves 
Geo. Smith 
Gilbert Till 

R. L. Reynolds 
Slim Phelps 

Jim Morrow 
John Creech 
James McWilliams 
Perry Bolding 
H. Lipsey 

Jack Berry 
Charles Swanner 
J. B. Bryant, Jr. 
L. Teeter 

Ray Bush 


Ed House 
Tommie Amis 
John Duke 
Jack Norris 
Ralph Hampton 
Paul Coker 

J. B. Henry 
James Foster 
H. Tommie Ross 
J. Holt 

Arleigh Gavis 
M. L. Haynes 
Forrest Reibe 

E. N. Pruitt 
Hershel Harrel 
Clyde Duck 

M. L. Andrews 
Lester Lansdale 
Walter Hodge 
T. A. Dudney 
Euther Daniels 
Jim Eubanks 
R. L. Hendricks 
W. N. Vance 
Tommie Herring 


O. G. GAMMIIL. 


Sytvra J. Evans, 
Notary Public. 


A. L. Staples 

M. C. Humphries 
W. W. Cates 
John Cherry 

W. M. Payton 

J. E. Winchester 
T. P. Brasher 
Joe Haile 

BE. T. Summerhill 
W. W. Foster 
Wyle Ellis 
Robert Brewer 
A. B. Parker 
Bobby Q. Hearin 
Owen Cameron 
W. B. Self 
Emmett Cain 
Chester Crow 
Walter Dobbs 

V. Morrison 
Herbert Gray 

F. M. Alford 

O. V. Jones 
Clarence Hamilton 
Clyde Ballard 


Mr. Durry. Could I summarize three significant points from these 


affidavits ? 


The Cuatrman, All right. 

Mr. Durry. No. 1, all workers contacted without exception paid 
this assessment money. The general foreman we received deposi- 
tions from received specific instructions from Mr, Alfred M. Yocom, 
the union steward for union local 706, to the effect that they were 
not to furnish receipts to the workers who contributed this $3.50 a 
week assessment money, but only the workers from 706 were to re- 
celve receipts. 

The Cuatrman. If they were not members of 706, no receipt was 
to be given to them ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. Now, the foremen acknowledged in 
their affidavits that they received instructions not to furnish receipts 
to any workers except those that worked out of local 706. They ac- 
knowledged that in their affidavits. Anyone who did not pay this 
assessment money was terminated from his employment. 

The Cuatrman. Did you learn of any instance where they were 
terminated ? 

Mr. Durry. Those are contained in the affidavits that were referred 
to. In summary, then, we can say that from the 10 foremen who were 
contacted, it would cover approximately 100 to 150 men. We have 
an additional 113 men from the Lion Chemical job that were indi- 
vidually contacted and that would cover between 200 and 260 men, 
that ali paid this assessment money without exception. 
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The Cuairman. Did anyone whom you contacted that worked on 
that job make any claim or give you any information that would in- 
dicate that any were exempted or excused from making this $3.50-a- 
week payment ? 

Mr. Durry. No, Senator. 

The Cuamrman,. Everybody contended, and the foremen and the 
supervisors all conceded that the money was collected ? 

r. Durry. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. From everyone who worked ? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. And the records from the accounting section of the 
Army show that if they all paid, it would run $224,000 plus? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The CHatrman. Now, did you contact Mr. Griffin on this score 
and ascertain from him any facts about this matter? 

Mr. Durry. After we developed this aspect of the case, we con- 
tacted Mr. Griffin. He refused to discuss this subject with us. 

The CuarrmMan. You told him what you had? 

Mr. Durry. He would not even consent to meet with us. 

The CrarrmMan. You tried to contact him and have him meet 
with you ? 

Mr. Durry. Through his attorney. His attorney advised that he 
would not meet with us, and he would only appear in Washington 
before the committee to discuss this subject. 

We also tried to contact Mr. Red Yocom, the union steward on the 
job, and he also advised us that he would not discuss this subject 
with us. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, you did try to secure from them 
the information or any refutation or any explanation. 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 

The Cuarmman. Of this information that you had. 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The CuHarrman. And they declined to talk to you? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The CuHarrman. Or to confer with you about it ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. Is that correct? 

Mr. Munoz. That is correct. In addition to the affidavits that 
have been made exhibits in this investigation, I contacted Mr. Kelley, 
who was employed out there as a permit man and later became a union 
man of local 706, who worked in the office there. May I read a per- 
tinent part of that ? 

The Cuarrman. That affidavit may be made exhibit No. 7 and it 
may also be printed in the record at this point. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 7 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

(The affidavit is as follows :) 


” and may 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE oF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, Stephen H. Kelley, 424 South Park Street, El Dorado, Ark., make this state- 
ment at the request of James F. Mundie, known to me to be an investigator for 
the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in Labor or Manage- 
ment Field. This statement is made of my own free will, without any promises 
of favor or immunity. 
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During the period from November 30, 1951, to May 30, 1953, I was employed 
by the Blaw-Knox Co., Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment at Pine Bluff, Ark., as 
a fitter. I was employed as a permit man and received my union card from 
local 706, El Dorado, in October 1952. 

During the above period I was not working with tools; I was working in 
the office, keeping employment and assessment records. It was a card record of 
everybody in the craft. It contained the name, their home address, the book 
number, the social security number, and the record of the assessments that were 
paid, also their home local. If they didn’t have a beok number it was marked 
“Permit.” 

While working in the office, I overheard Alfred Yocum telling Curtis Porter 
and George Wolfe that the men had to pay the assessments or go. He also said 
that the boys from out-of-town locals and permit men had to pay the assessment, 
and that they would not get a receipt. I also heard Yocum tell the foreman 
not to accept any personal checks from out-of-town local men or permit me. 

During the period mentioned above, I made up slips of all of the men who 
had not paid the assessment, in the amount of $3.50 each week for Mr. Yocum. 
If a man failed to pay the above assessment and got behind either 4 or 5 weeks, 
he was terminated. 

I have read the above affidavit, consisting of two pages. The above is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

STEPHEN H. KE try, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 
[SEAL] Syiv1a J. Evans, Notary Public. 


Mr. Munore. Mr. Kelley stated that during the above period he 
was not working with tools. 

I was working in the office keeping employment and assessment records. It 
was a card record of everybody in the craft. It contained the name, their home 
address, the book number, the social security number and the record of the 
assessments that were paid, also their home local. If they didn’t have a book 
number it was marked “permit.” 

While working in the office, I overheard Alfred Yocum telling Curtis Porter 
and George Wolfe that the men had to pay the assessments or go. He also said 
that the boys from out-of-town locals and permit men had to pay the assessments, 
and that they would not get a receipt. I also heard Yocum tell the foreman not 
to accept any personal checks from out-of-town local men or permit men. 

During the period mentioned above, I made up slips of all of the men who had 
not paid the assessment in the amount of $3.50 each week for Mr. Yocum. Ifa 
man failed to pay the above assessment and got behind either 4 or 5 weeks, he 
was terminated. 

These records that Mr. Kelley kept while employed at Pine Bluff 
are not available, or were not available to the investigators for in- 
spection. 

The CHarman. Had they been destroyed ? 

Mr. Mounopre. Mr. Ear! Griffin stated that all records prior to 1955 
were destroyed. 

The Cuarrman. I have here an affidavit from Mr. Ray Chambless, 
who was one of those that signed the agreement representing local 
No. 665, at Pine Bluff. W ould you identify it, Mr. Duffy ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. We also had a wire here which I think that we 
should put in the record first. It states that from 1951 instructions 
were issued from the Washington office here in Washington that local 
665 would not have to pay this assessment money into local 706. 

The Cuatrman, In other words, this is a wire dated September 3, 
1951. This wire is from Jerry V. Ryan, general organizer, to Dave 
Dove, business representative, local union 155, 112114 West Markham, 
Little Rock, Ark. It may be printed in the record at this point, and 
will be made exhibit No. 8. 

(The document was marked “Exhibit No. 8” and may be found in 
the files of the subcommittee. ) 
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(The telegram is as follows :) 


Dave Dove, 
Business Representative, 
Local Union 155, Little Rock: 

This will confirm our telephone conversation of recent date in regard to 
working assessment on the Pine Bluff Arsenal. The members of local unions 
155 and 665 employed on this project will not be required to pay working assess- 
ment to local union 706, El Dorado, Ark., who have job jurisdiction. 


JERRY V. RYAN, General Organizer. 


Mr. Durry. This is another wire that contains the same information, 
that this particular local, Mr. Chambless’ local, would not have to pay 
assessments to local 706. These were instructions from Washington. 

The Cuatrman. This is another wire from the same Mr. Jerry V. 
Ryan, I believe, to Mr. Chambless of the local 665 in Pine Bluff to the 
same effect as the previous wire advising that they would not be re- 
quired to pay this assessment fee to local 706. 

Mr. Dourry. That is right. 

The Cuamman. This wire also may be printed in the record and 
may be made exhibit No. 8—A. 

(The document was marked “Exhibit No. 8-A” and may be found 
in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

(The telegram referred to follows :) 

Ray CHAMBLESS, 
Business Representative, 
Local Union 665, 
Pine Bluff, Ark.: 

This will confirm our telephone conversation of recent date in regard to work- 

ing assessment on Pine Bluff Arsenal. The members of local unions 155 and 


665 employed on this project will not be required to pay working assessment to 
local union 706, El Dorado, Ark., who have job jurisdiction. 


JERRY V. RYAN, General Organizer. 


Mr. Durry. We received information to the effect that members of 
these two locals, 665 and 155, did in fact pay in assessment money to 
706, even though instructions came from Washington that these two 
locals were exempt from payment of assessment money. So we 
thought it important enough to contact Mr. Chambless and Mr. Dove 
themselves and discuss the subject. 

We secured from them affidavits. I would like, if I may, read a 
portion of the affidavit of Mr. Chambless covering this subject matter. 

The Cuatrman. Allright. You have an affidavit from him? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. It may be printed in the record at this point, and 
may read the pertinent part of it, and it will be made exhibit 
No. 9. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 9” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

(The affidavit referred to follows :) 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, Ray Chambless, who reside at 1312 Alabama Street, Pine Bluff, Ark., freely 
and voluntarily make the following statements to LaVern J. Duffy, who has 
identified himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Select Committee on 
Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or 
duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received 
any promise of immunity from any consequences which may result from sub- 
mission of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 
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During the period of 1951 through 1954 I was business manager of Steam. 
fitters and Plumbers Local 665 located in Pine Bluff, Ark. I did not run for 
reelection in 1954. 

I recall in 1951 we had a problem concerning jurisdiction of the Pine Bluff 
job. It was decided that local 706 should have the job. Following this degj. 
sion locals 706, 155, 665 entered into a joint venture agreement on the $3.59 
weekly assessment money that all workers on the job had to pay. It was agreed 
the money would be put in one bank account and split three ways. However 
soon after this I learned that the national union did not approve this agree. 
ment and I received a wire to that effect. The wire stated that local 706 should 
not receive assessments from locals 665 and 155. Soon after this, however, I 
learned that the men from my local who were working on the Pine Bluff job 
were still paying this money to local 706. I went to see Earl Griffin of local 706 
and complained that the men from my local were forced to pay an illegal assess. 
ment to local 706. The only thing that Griffin would say the men could be let 
go at any time. I concluded that the best thing for me to do was not to com- 
plain further if I wanted my men to stay on the job. 

My local 665, or I personally, did not receive any money by check or cash 
from Earl Griffin or anyone else from the joint venture agreement that wag 
entered into and signed in 1951. 

; Ray CHAMBLESS, 

Sworn to before me this eighth day of January 1960. 

[SEAL] J. U. Crart, 
Notary Public. 


The Cuarrman. All right. That has been introduced. What else 
do you have there? 

Mr. Durry. I have another affidavit from Mr. Dave Dove who was 
in charge or manager of local 155 in Little Rock, and I would like to 
read just certain excerpts from his affidavit. 

The Cuarrman. His affidavit may be printed in the record at this 
point, and it will be made exhibit No. 10. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 10” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

(The affidavit referred to follows :) 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, Dave Dove, who resides at Route 1, Box 96, Mabelvale, Ark., make the fol- 
lowing voluntary statement to Mr. LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified himself 
to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Select Committee on Improper 
Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threats, force, or duress have 
been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received any promise 
of immunity from any consequences which may result from submission of this 
statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 

From the period January 1950 to January 1956, I was business manager of 
Local 155 of the Steamfitters & Plumbers Union located in Little Rock, Ark. 
I resigned from my position with this union January 1956 due to ill health. 

Concerning the Pine Bluff Arsenal job that was started in 1951, I recall the 
problem came up as to which local would receive jurisdiction over the project. 
The international union finally gave jurisdiction over the job to Earl Griffin, 
706 local, in El Dorado, Ark. 

I recall shortly after local 706 received jurisdiction over the project, an 
agreement was signed between the locals in Pine Bluff, Little Rock, and El 
Dorado that the $3.50 weekly assessment money collected would be put into a 
joint venture account and the moneys split three ways. I signed the agreement 
for local 155, the Little Rock local. 

Shortly after this agreement was signed, I was in telephonic contact with 
Jerry Ryan, general organizer of the international union in Washington. He 
advised me that Mr. Durkin, president of the international union, would not 
approve weekly assessments to be paid by the workers out of the Little Rock 
and Pine Bluff locals on the Pine Bluff job. I asked him to confirm this informa- 
tion to me in a wire, which he did. Subsequently, I learned, however, that 
members of my local were forced to pay this $5.50 weekly assessment money OF 
not work. They were refused receipts for the assessment money they paid to 
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local 706. This made it very clear to me that Earl Griffin, who was in charge 
of local 706, was charging men from my local, weekly assessment money in direct 
violation of the orders of the international association; that the workers from 
my local would not be required to pay assessment money to local 706. 

I did not make any complaint about this illegal assessment to Earl Griffin 
because I knew if I did, the men from my local that were on the Pine Bluff 
job would be let go. 

I would also like to add, local 155, or I personally never received in check or 
cash any moneys from Ear! Griffin or anyone else from the joint venture agree- 
ment that was signed in 1951. 

I have read the foregoing statement and, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, it is true and correct. 

Dave Dove. 

Sworn to before me this 8th day of January 1960. 

[SEAL] GuLapys H. HAamItron, 

Notary Public. 


Mr. Durry. Senator, we have one other affidavit that we secured 
on this subject matter of assessment money being collected from the 
members of local-665, and it is an affidavit from Mr, Orris M. Nix. 
This states in substance: 


I worked at Blaw-Knox Construction Co. at Pine Bluff, Ark., out of local 665, 
paid $3.50 per week to El Dorado local 706 for assessment money. When I got 
behind they laid me off. I had to go to 706 in October of 1951 and pay up and 
Earl Griffin gave me another work order back to the job. There were about 
10 of us laid off at the same time. The foreman would take the $3.50 per week 
assessment and would not give us a receipt for our money. Then the foreman 
would give the assessment money to the steward, Who was Red Yocum. 


The CuarrmMan. This affidavit may be made exhibit 11 and printed 
in the record. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 11” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

(The affidavit referred to follows:) 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 


County of Jefferson, ss: 

I, Orris M. Nix, depose and state: 

I was employed by the Blaw-Knox Co. of Pittsburgh, Pa., with employment 
at Pine Bluff, Ark., during the period from July 7, 1951 to November 1952 as a 


During the period above I was a member of local 655 Pine Bluff, Ark. 
Orris M. Nix. 


I have read the above affidavit consisting of one page and the above is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge, information and belief. 


Orris M. NIx. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of November 1959. 


[SEAL] JoE Hoitmer, Notary Public. 

My Commission expires February 16, 1968. 

I worked at Blaw-Knox Construction Co. at Pine Bluff, Ark., out of local 665, 
but paid $3.50 per week to El Dorado local 706 for assessment when I got behind 
they laid me off. I had to go to 706 in October 1951 and pay up and Ear! Griffin 
gave me another work order back to the job. It was about 10 of us laid off at 
the same time. The foreman would take the $3.50 per week assessment and 
would not give us a receipt for our money, then the foreman would give the 
assessment to the steward which was Red Yocum. 

Orris M. NIx, 
Book No. 711,726, 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Mr. Durry. He stated he visited Mr. Earl Griffin in October 1951, 
and this was after the wire had been received from Washington, to 











26 LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 


the effect that Mr. Griffin should not collect assessment money from 
these people in the local. ; 

Mr. Munpte. I would like to add to that, that this man had to travel 
one hundred and some miles to secure this work permit from Pine 
Bluff. 

The CuamMan. From Pine Bluff to El Dorado. 

Mr. Munpie. To pay up before he could go to work. 

I would also like to add that the men that I talked to during my 
investigation stated that had Mr. Griffin given them receipts that 
upon return to their home locals and had turned those receipts in to 
the secretary-treasurer, they would have been forwarded to the inter- 
national secretary-treasurer here, and Mr. Griffin would have had to 
reimburse for all of those receipts. Since they had no receipts, they 
could put no claim on this assessment money that was paid. 

Senator Ervin. Evidently Mr. Griffin knew that a little scratch of 
the pen was worth a slip of the memory of many witnesses. He took 
pains particularly to see that no written record was made, because 
he not only would not give receipts and directed that no receipts be 
given for the payments, but he also gave directions that no check on 
any out-of-town bank or from any person who did not belong to his 
local should be received. So it looks like the whole thing was planned 
from the beginning. 

Mr. Munpte. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. To accomplish the result which apparently was 
accomplished. 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 

Mr. Dourry. I have one more affidavit from a member of local 706, 
which covers this matter relating to this collection of the $3.50 assess- 
ment. If I would be permitted, I would like to read certain excerpts 
from it. The affidavit is from Mr. T. A. Hulsey, who resides at 403 
East Main Street in El Dorado, Ark. The main portion of the aff- 
davit is as follows: 

In 1941, I joined Local 706 of the Steamfitters & Pipefitters Union, El 
Dorado, Ark., as a charter member. 

In the year 1951, I worked as a fitter out of local 706 on the Pine Bluff, Ark., 
arsenal job. I worked on this job from 1951 through 1953. 

While working at Pine Bluff, I rode to and from work with “Red” Yocum in 
his automobile. Yocum was the union steward on the Pine Bluff project. 
Yocum was quite a drinker on the job. Often at the end of the day when we 
went home he was in bad condition. Yocum’s duties included collecting the 
$3.50 weekly assessment that each worker had to pay and did pay, in order to 
remain on the job. I can recall on a number of occasions when we rode into 
town after a weekly pay period, “assessment money” would be scattered all over 
the automobile. Some would be stuck in the glove compartment, some on the 
floor, and some in paper sacks. Some of the money was in small envelopes, 
with the name of the individual contributor written on it. In some cases, how- 
ever, even the name of the individual on the envelope was not legible. 

I accompanied Yocum to the home of Earl Griffin, business agent of local 
706, where the money was deposited. 

The crew that I worked with during the Pine Bluff job had at least four 
workers out of the Pine Bluff local who paid this assessment money. ‘They 
were refused receipts for the assessment money they paid. Also, some of the 
members of the crew that I worked with from 1951 to 1953 were out of the Little 
Rock local. They were also required to pay this assessment money, and were 
refused receipts. The workers from the Pine Bluff and the Little Rock locals 
did not complain so much that they had to pay the assessment money, but their 


complaint went to the point that they were refused receipts from the assessment 
money that they paid. 
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The CuatrMAN. That affidavit may be printed in the record, and 
made exhibit No. 12. 5g 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No, 12” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

(The affidavit referred to follows:) 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, T. A. Hulsey, who reside at 430 East Main, El Dorado, Ark., make the 
following voluntary statement to Mr. LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified 
himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on 
Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threats, force, or 
duress have been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received 
any promise of immunity from any consequences which may result from sub- 
mission of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 

In 1941, I joined Local 706 of the Steamfitters & Pipefitters Union, El Dorado, 
Ark., as a charter member. 

In the year 1951, I worked as a fitter out of local 706 on the Pine Bluff, Ark., 
arsenal job. I worked on this job from 1951 through 1953. 

While working at Pine Bluff, I rode to and from work with “Red” Yocum in 
his automobile. Yocum was the union steward on the Pine Bluff project. 
Yocum was quite a drinker on the job. Often at the end of the day when we 
went home he was in bad condition. Yocum’s duties included collecting the 
$3.50 weekly assessment that each worker had to pay and did pay, in order to 
remain on the job. I can recall on a number of occasions when we rode into 
town after a weekly pay period, “assessment money” would be scattered all over 
the automobile. Some would be stuck in the glove compartment, some on the 
floor, and some in paper sacks. Some of the money was in small envelopes, with 
the name of the individual contributor written on it. In some cases, however, 
even the name of the individual on the envelope was not legible. 

I accompanied Yocum to the home of Earl Griffin, business agent of local 
706, where the money was deposited. 

The crew that I worked with during the Pine Bluff job had at least four 
workers out of the Pine Bluff local who paid this assessment money. They 
were refused receipts for the assessment money they paid. Also, some of the 
members of the crew that I worked with from 1951 to 1953 were out of the 
Little Rock local. They were also required to pay this assessment money, and 
were refused receipts. The workers from the Pine Bluff and the Little Rock 
locals did not complain so much that they had to pay the assessment money, but 
their complaint went to the point that they were refused receipts for the 
assessment money that they paid. 

I have read the foregoing statement and, to the best of my knowledge and 
belief, it is true and correct. 

(S) T. A. Hubsey. 

Sworn to before me this 13th day of January 1960. 

[SEAL] Sytvra J. Evans, 

Notary Public. 


Mr. Munprm. At the beginning of my investigation, the period of 
July 1, 1952, they had a cash balance on hand in three accounts known 
as the general fund, organizing fund, and the building fund, in the 
amount of $91,677.21. 

The Cuatrman. That was what union? 

Mr. Mounpte. This was local 706. 

The Cuatrman. As of what date? 

Mr. Munpre. July 1, 1952. During the period of July 1, 1952, to 
December 30, 1958, this local collected $644,167.56. During that 
sm they expended $691,686.15. On December 30, 1958, they had a 

alance of $44,158.62. 
, ee Cuarrman. Had they done any building during that period of 
ime? 
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Mr. Munote. They purchased a building and remodeled it, and 
they purchased two airplanes and remodeled both of them. And for 
the years’ operation, they have a deficit of $47,518.59. 

The CuatrMan. What year is that ? 

Mr. Munoie. That is for the years 1952 through 1958; a detailed 
analysis is contained in the workpapers. In other words, they started 
with $91,000 at the period and ended with $44,000. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, they have some $40,000-odd less 
now than they had when they started. 

Mr. Mounpie. And when [ left El Dorado, I went into the bank to 
obtain their balances, and this $44,000 had gone down to some $10,000 
during 1959 and the first part of 1960. 

The Cuatrman. I may ask you if you checked their records to ascer- 
tain how some of these funds have been spent ? 

Mr. Munptir. Yes, sir; we checked all records. 

The Cuarrman. Did you find any indication of improper expendi- 
tures ? 

Mr. Munn. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. Is there anything further now in connection with 
this assessment money ? 

Mr. Munote. No, sir. 

The Cuamman. Do you have any other comment about that? 

Mr. Durry. That is all. 

The CuarrMan. You have given us the information about that, to- 
gether with the documents that you have submitted now, which cov- 
ers that aspect of your inquiry ? 

Mr. Munpie. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Are there any questions on that, Senator Ervin, at 
this time? 

Senator Ervin. No. 

The Cuarrman. I will have to recess until 2 :30. 

(Whereupon, at 11:30 a.m., a recess was taken until 2:30 p.m., the 
same day.) 

AFTERNOON SESSION 


(The hearing was resumed at 2:30 p.m., the first floor of the Capi- 
tol, Senator McClellan presiding.) 

rT y = > 

The Cuarmman. The committee will come to order. 

(Members of the committee present at the convening of the session: 
Senators McClellan and Ervin.) 


TESTIMONY OF JAMES F. MUNDIE AND LaVERN J. DUFFY—Resumed 


The Cuarrman. I believe this morning we concluded the testimony 
with respect to the assessment fund; did we not? 

Mr. Munoie. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I may ask each witness if that is so. 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anything else in connection with that 
which should go into this record ? 

Mr. Durry. I think the record is complete on that, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Did either of you review correspondence that the 
Chair had received regarding this local union’s governmental affairs 
prior to the time you started making your preliminary investigation! 


Mr. Dorry. I did, Senator. 
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The CuarrMan. You found in these complaints from union mem- 
bers of this local 706, charges that there was lack of democracy in 
the union, that it was ruled in a dictatorial fashion; did you not? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. Was there some charge—I have not reviewed the 
correspondence lately—was there some charge in the correspondence 
or did it develop in the course of your examination that there had 
been what they thought was a rigged election in this union ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir; we checked into that also, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Was that in the letters? 

Mr. Durry. It was not in the initial correspondence. 

The Cuairman. That was developed as a charge which came later 
in the course of the investigation ? 

Mr. Dourry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Did you investigate the charge of lack of de- 
mocracy and dictatorial rule in this local union ? 

Mr. Durry. We did, Senator. We also obtained affidavits from a 
number of the individuals setting forth examples of this development. 

The CHarrman. You obtained affidavits from a number of wit- 
nesses, you mean, of union members of this local, with respect to this 
charge ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. Do you have those affidavits? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir; I do have them before me. I have seven 
affidavits and they cover some different allegations regarding per- 
petuation of the union officials in office, reprisals against certain 
members; and if you want me to read some of them, I will be glad 
to do so. 

The Cuarrman. Who are they from ? 

Mr. Durry. The first affidavit is from Mr. J. W. Staples. 

The CuarrmMan. Just give the name and where they are from. 

Mr. Durry. He resides at Route 1, Box 74, El Dorado, Ark. The 
second affidavit is from Mr. Plez Major, who resides at Route 4, El 
Dorado, Ark. There is one from Mr. A. M. Willett, who lives at 
Route 6, Box 111, El Dorado, Ark. The next is from Mr. O. H. 
Primm, who resides at Route 6, Box 258C, E] Dorado, Ark. The next 
we have is an affidavit from Mr. J. R. Longing, Jr., who resides at 
Route 4, El] Dorado, Ark., and the last is Mr. James Ralph Lucas, who 
resides at 500 Elm, Crossett, Ark. 

That covers the depositions. 

The Cuarmman. How about one from Coy D. Longing ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes; I have another one. 

The Cuatrman. I think that you have only mentioned six. 

a Dourry. Mr. Coy D. Longing, residing at Route 4, Norphlet, 
rk. 

The Cuatrman. These seven affidavits may be printed in the record 
at this point, and made exhibits Nos. 13A, B, ©, and so on. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibits 13A to 13G,” 
inclusive, and may be found in the files of the subcommittee.) 

(The affidavits are as follows :) 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, J. W. Staples, who resides at Route 1, Box 74, El Dorado, Ark., make the 
following statement freely and voluntarily to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified 
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himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on 
Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or 
duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received 
any promise of immunity from any consequences which may result from submis- 
sion of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. I have 
been a member of Local 706 of the Plumbers & Steamfitters Union, El Dorado, 
Ark., for the past 17 years. 

I am familiar with the type of discrimination which exists in our local union 
when one fails to go along with the policies of the Griffin brothers. I have 
learned through bitter experience that this is a fact. The latter part of 19571 
attended a union meeting at which time a motion was made to increase the 
salaries of the business agents $25 a week. I was the only one who stood up and 
objected. Exactly 1 week later, I lost my job. When I asked my superiors the 
reason I was fired, they would not give me any explanation whatsoever. 

Since this incident occurred, I have had trouble getting work out of the local, 
During the past year, I have not received any work out of local 706. This 
practice of discrimination has been existing in the local for many years since the 
Griffins took over. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

J. W. STAPLES. 

Witness: 

[SEAL] M. B. JoHNsON, Notary Public, 

My commission expires June 6, 1963. 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, Plez Major, who reside at Route 4, El Dorado, Ark., freely and voluntarily 
make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified himself 
to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Im- 
proper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or 
duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received 
any promise of immunity from any consequences which may result from sub- 
mission of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 

Since 1947 I have been a member of the Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 706, 
El Dorado, Ark. Besides working out of this local, I am also an ordained 
Baptist minister. 

For many years I have been an outspoken critic of the dictatorial policies 
of the Griffins in the manner that they have run the affairs of local 706. I re 
eall that in 1956 while working on a job in Pine Bluff, Ark., Benny Rybiski, 
foreman, asked me to sign a petition which was handed out by “Red” Yocom, 
steward on the job. This petition contained a list of the officers of the union 
and we were supposed to sign our name indicating we wanted them to remain 
in office. When I was asked to sign the petition, I told Benny that I didn’t do 
things like that, that it was wrong. Benny answered that if I didn’t sign it 
I wouldn’t be around long. I didn’t sign it. Since that time I have had diffi- 
culties getting a job in the local and they have discriminated against me in every 
way possible. I have also seen other members discriminated against and refused 
work who have seniority in the local; their jobs have been given to transits and 
permitmen who have moved into the area. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

PLEZ MAJOR. 

[seat] M. B. JoHNSON, Notary Public. 

My commission expires June 6, 1963. 





AFFIDAVIT 


I, A. M. Willett, who reside at Route 6, Box 111, El Dorado, Ark., freely and 
voluntarily make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified 
himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on 
Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or 
duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received 
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any promise of immunity from any consequences which may result from sub- 
mission of this statement to the aforementioned select committee. 

Since 1942 I have been a member of Local 706, Plumbers & Steamfitters Union, 
located in El Dorado, Ark. Since Earl and Ermon Griffin took over local 706 
in the early 1950’s, they have discriminated against the rank-and-file members 
of our local union who have disagreed with their policies. I am familiar with 
the fact that local members have stood up at union meetings and objected to the 
policies of Earl and Erinon Griffin and for this they have either been laid off 
from their jobs or refused work at a later date. 

I, myself, have worked only 2 months during the last year due to my failure 
to go along with Earl and Ermon Griffin. Earlier this year I had a conversa- 
tion with Ermon Griffin, and he said I wasn’t a good enough politician to work 
out of the local. This is just another example of how the Griffins operate. 
People who object to the way things are being run get no work. Most of the 
memberships are afraid to speak out against the Griffin regime because they 
have families to support and they need the work. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

S. M. WILLETT. 

Witness: 

Sytvra J. Evans, Notary Public. 

My commission expires September 1, 1964. 





AFFIDAVIT 


I, O. H. Primm, who reside at Route 6, Box 258C, El Dorado, Ark., freely 
and voluntarily make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, who has 
identified himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select 
Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No 
threat, force, or duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor 
have I received any promise of immunity from any consequences which may 
result from submission of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select 
committee. 

Since 1948 I have been a member of Local 706, Plumbers & Steamfitters 
Union, EF] Dorado, Ark. 

I, for one, would like to complain against the lack of democracy in our local 
union. I hope that something can be done to remove the power of the Griffins, 
who dominate the local without considering the views of the membership. 

During August 1959, I signed a letter addressed to the president of our 
national union asking for an organizer of the national union to meet with a 
group of the local union members in order to investigate the finances of our 
local union. Within a week after I signed this letter, I was in the lobby of our 
union hall when Earl Griffin appeared and made a statement so typical of him. 
In the presence of about 60 men he said that the 6 individuals who had signed 
a letter to the president of our national union requesting an investigation of 
our local union would be suspended from the union or heavily fined and put 
back in line. He went on to discuss a job where approximately 35 men would 
be used, and then added that 6 additional men would have been used on that 
project if this letter had not been signed and sent to Washington. 

I would like to state at this time that I did not raise an objection when the 
motions were passed on the floor at union meetings which authorized the union 
officers to purchase an airplane. I did not complain because I knew that if 
I did object I would be refused work out of the local; I have seen this happen 
before. I have seen members of the union blackballed and prevented from 
getting work when they raised objections to motions made on the floor which 
were favorable to Earl and Ermon Griffin. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

O. H. Primm. 

Witness: 

Sytvra J. Evans, Notary Public. 

My commission expires September 1, 1964. 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I, J. R. Longing, Jr., who reside at Route 4, El Dorado, Ark., make the fo]- 
lowing statement freely and voluntarily to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identifieg 
himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select Committee op 
Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or 
duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received 
any promise of immunity from any consequences which may result from gub- 
mission of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee, 

Iam a charter member of the Plumbers & Steamfitters Local 706, El Dorado, 
Ark. I have been a member of the local union since 1941. 

In 1956 and 1957 a petition was passed around to keep in office the local union 
officers. Earl Griffin, who controls local 706, said at a union meeting that if 
the election didn’t go as he wanted it, that he would cut the jurisdiction of 
the local back to the city limits of E1 Dorado. 

Our local union has no welfare fund or sick benefits. I, personally, have 
spoken up at union meetings and asked why we did not have such benefits, 
I have heard Earl Griffin answer that they would be too costly for the union. 
However, the union can afford an expensive airplane and other benefits for 
its officers. I have frequently spoken up at union meetings against the policies 
of the local union officers and as a result I have had trouble getting work. In 
1956 I objected to the methods and the policies of the local union and the fol- 
lowing day I was replaced on the instrument crew of the Lion Chemical con- 
struction job. 

Over the years, members of the local union have been afraid to speak up at 
union meetings because of retaliatory action taken against them for speaking 
their minds. I am aware of an incident where members have stood up and 
complained and have been refused work. It is the policy to discriminate 
against those who voice objections and give their work to transits and permit 
men who move into the area. 

I have read the foregoing statement and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

J. R Loneine, Jr. 

Witness: 

M. B. Jounson, Notary Public. 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, James Ralph Lucas, who reside at 500 Elm, Crossett, Ark., freely and 
voluntarily make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identi- 
fied himself to me as a member of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper 
Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or duress has 
been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received any promise 
of immunity from any consequences which may result from submission of this 
statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 

I joined the Plumbers & Steamfitters Local Union 706, El Dorado, Ark., in 
January of 1947. 

In 1955 I was a member of the executive board of local 706. I held this posi- 
tion for 1 vear filling an unexpired term. During this period that I was on the 
executive board, I was not allowed to see the financial records of local 706. 
In fact. I couldn’t even get the bylaws of the local until I had been a member 
for 6 or 7 months. Since I left the executive board, I was unable to get a job 
out of this local. 

While I was on the executive board, I recall one incident that I would like 
to cite which occurred at Earl Griffin's cabin. At that time he mentioned that 
he wanted to purchase an airplane for the local union. I made the remark 
that I didn’t think that the local needed one. Earl mentioned that we could 
get one cheaply from Jim Craddock, business agent of the local union in Tulsa, 
Okla. It was about 1 year later that I recall that the union did purchase an 
airplane; bnt I was no longer a member of the executive board, so I am not 
familiar with the details. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

JAMES RatpH LUCAS. 

Witness: 

M. B. Jounson, Notary Public. 


My commission expires June 6, 1963. 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I, Coy D. Longing, who resides at Route 4, Norphlet, Ark., freely and volun- 
tarily made the following statements to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified 
himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select Committee 
on Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or 
duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received 
any promise of immunity from any consequences which may result from sub- 
mission of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 

Since 1948 I have been a member of the executive board of local 706. It has 
peen my firm belief that since Earl and Ermon Griffin came into power of 706, 
that they have misused the funds of our local. I, feeling very strongly that 
this was a fact, have during the past 7 years made repeated efforts, unsuccess- 
fully, to examine the financial records of 706. Even though I am an executive 
poard member, I have been refused access to the financial records. Within the 
past few weeks, the first financial statement of 706 that I have seen in years 
was made public. This was because a few members of our local union and I 
wrote to the president of our national union requesting an investigation of the 
loeal’s finances. 

I would also like to say something about the lack of democracy that exists in 
our union. Oldtime members of our local have been discriminated against as 
far as getting work because they raised their voices in union meetings, passively 
sitting by and failing to object when motions were made which were beneficial 
to Earl and Ermon Griffin and “detrimental” to the membership. I failed to 
object along with many others because I was in fear of losing my office. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

Coy D. LONGING. 

Witness : 

M. B. JoHNnsoN, Notary Public. 

My commission expires June 6, 1963. 


The Cuatrman. The affidavits will speak for themselves, but will 
you give us a brief summary of what the charges are, and what they 
testify to. 

Mr. Durry. One of the affidavits contains a point of an individual 
who complained at a union meeting of a raise in salary of the union 
officials. He made an objection at the union meeting, and as a result 
of that he was fired from his job the next day. He attributes that to 
the fact he had made an objection. 

The CratrMan. He did attend the union meeting at which the sal- 
aries of the officers were raised; at the time he made objection to it, 
and the next dav he was fired from his job? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

We also have two affidavits from members of the executive board 
who have been refused access to the financial records of the local. 

The CuatrMan. Who are they ? 

Mr. Durry. That is Mr. Ralph Lucas and Mr. Coy D. Longing, 
both members of the executive board. 

The Cuamman. They are members of the executive board of this 
local ? 

Mr. Durry. Local 706. 

The Cuamman. And they have been refused access to what ? 

Mr. Durry. To the financial records. 

The Cuatrrman. Although they are members of the board of direc- 
tors or trustees ? 

Mr. Durry. It is the board of trustees. 

The Cuarrman. They are denied access to the financial records of 
the local? 

Mr. Dourry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. They so testify in their affidavits; do they? 
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Mr. Durry. They do, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Is this a recent thing, this denying access? 

Mr. Durry. It has been over a long period of time. 

The Cuamman. It has been a continuous thing, denying them ae- 
cess; is that correct ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuamman. I should think now that under the new law, they 
could go into court and compel the opening of the books to them. Any. 
way, that is what you found and that is what you have testified to; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. You said something there about reprisals a moment 
ago. That would be in connection with the lack of democratic rule 
and democratic processes. What evidence did you have of that? 

Mr. Durry. We found individuals who as I said objected to the 
raise of salary of $25 apiece for the union officials at a union meeting 
and he stood up and made that objection. 

The Cuarmman. That is just one. 

Mr. Durry. Yes, that is one. We have a lot of general information 
but lack of specific instances where individuals have been refused jobs, 
It runs through all of these affidavits, Senator. 

The CuatrMan. Now, based on some statements that have been 
made to me by people who presumably know, they have reported to 
me that reprisals are invoked against anyone who opposes the union 
officials at union meetings. 

Mr. Durry. That is the theme that runs through these affidavits, 

es. 

The Cuarrman. It seems that you get your job in this union, or if 
jobs come along, they are assigned out from the union hall, from some- 
body in the union, is that correct ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, they have a job assignment sys- 
tem or program, is that right? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. And those who don’t go along with the officers are 
kept hungry while the others work? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuatrrman. That is in substance the complaint that has been 
made to me. Did you find the same complaints in the course of your 
investigation ? 

Mr. Durry. I did, Senator, and they are contained in these af- 
fidavits. 

The CHarmrmMan. They are contained there. In other words, the 
affidavits submitted cover that point. 

Mr. Durry. I would like to read one through here which is inter- 
esting. Itstates: 

I, myself, have worked only 2 months during the last year due to my failure 
to go along with Mr. Earl and Ermon Griffin. Earlier this year I had a con- 
versation with Ermon Griffin and he said I wasn’t a good enough politician to 
work out of the local. 

This is just another example of how the Griffins operate. People 
who objected to the way things are going get no work. Most of the 
memberships are afraid to speak out against the Griffin regime be- 
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cause they have families to support and they need the work. This is 
the general type of statement that is contained in these affidavits. 

The CuarrMANn. The affidavits by James R. Lucas and Coy D. Long- 
ing, to which the witness has referred, if they have not already been 
made exhibits, will be so submitted. 

Mr. Durry. These are included in the seven affidavits. 

The Cuatrman. The witness advises that they were among the 
seven. 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The Coarrman. Those were made exhibit 13 previously. 

While we are on this question about democratic processes, before we 

t into another aspect of it, let us find out what information you 

athered there regarding the charge of a rigged election. Do you 

ave some affidavits on that charge? 

Mr. Durry. I have four affidavits covering that point. It relates 
to a local in Tulsa, Okla. Local 798 is the local involved. An indi- 
vidual that they were seeking to reelect during that year was a man 
by the name of Jim Craddock. The information that we secured from 
these four depositions show that these individuals, 40 or 50 indi- 
viduals, were told how to vote in this election, to go to Baton Rouge, 
La., and vote for this individual. 

The CHamman. You mean members from one local voted in the 
election of another local ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, they were told to clear their books into a clearing- 
house center in Baton Rouge, La., for this election, and they were 
told to send their books over there and clear them in so that they 
would be eligible to vote and then were transferred over to vote and 
did vote. 

The Cramman. In other words, they were transferred out of the 
El Dorado local ? 

Mr. Durry. Temporarily. 

The Cuarrman. Into what local? 

Mr. Dourry. Local 798. 

The CuarrMAn. That is in the local 798 at Tulsa, Okla., for the 
purpose of voting in an approaching election ? 

Mr. Durry. I think it is very clear. These depositions aren’t very 
long and I would like to read certain excerpts from them. 

The Cuatrman. Identify your affidavit there, or deposition, so we 
can make them a part of the record. 

Mr. Durry. The first deposition is from Mr. J. Truett Longing, 
and he resides at 611 West 10th Street in Crossett, Ark. 

Now, he says in his deposition 

The Cuarrman. Let us get all of that in the record. 

Mr. Durry. All right. 

The second one is from Mr. A. M. Evans, who resides at 400 North 
Walnut Street, Warren, Ark. 

The third is from Mr. J. T. Mitchell, Box 450, El Dorado, Ark. 
And also from James W. Jones, who resides—— 

The Cuarman. Is it John W.? 

Mr. Durry. James W. Jones, 1416 Helm Street, El Dorado, Ark. 

The Cuarrman. You have the four affidavits ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. These affidavits may be made exhibit No. 14A, 14B, 
14C, and 14D, and made a part of the record. 
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(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibits 14A to 14D.” 
respectively and may be found in the files of the subcommittee.) 
(The affidavits are as follows :) 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, J. Truett Longing, who reside at 611 West 10th, Crossett, Ark., freely and 
voluntarily make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified 
himself to me as a member of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper Ae. 
tivities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or duress has been 
used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received any promise of 
immunity from any consequences which may result from submission of this state. 
ment to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 

Since the year 1946, I have been a member of Local 706, Steamfitters & Plumb- 
ers Union, El Dorado, Ark. 

In the past 3 weeks I have receive a withdrawal card from the union, and J 
am now working at the Crossett Paper Mill in Crossett. 

In the year 1955, I was working on the construction of a mill in Crossett when 
George Wolfe, a member of the executive board of local 706, approached me and 
said “that I should clear my book into local 798 in Tulsa, Okla.” He said that 
these orders came from Ear! Griffin and that if we would do this for him that 
he would do us some good, later on down the line. It was apparent to me that 

xriffin was trying to control an election outside the local, but I decided to go 
along and I told him that I would clear my book into the local. It is my under- 
standing that between 50 and 60 members cleared into the Tulsa local in order 
to guarantee the reelection of Jim Craddock. I remember local 706 chartered a 
bus to Baton Rouge, La., which was the clearinghouse where we were to vote 
for the union officials of local 798. The driver of the bus that took the men to 
Baton Rouge, La., to vote in the election of Craddock was Jimmy Jones and his 
busline was the Continental Southern Line. I understand that the local 706 
paid for the bus expenses and also the expenses incurred in the movement of the 
men to Baton Rouge, La. 

Ted Nordmeyer was the individual of local 706 who handled the cash and gave 
it to the men who went on the bus. I recall that when it was time to leave, 
a number of the men did not show up, so other men used their books and went 
on to Baton Rouge to vote. Jim Craddock was easily reelected to the Tulsa 
local. 

I would also like to comment on the bad system that exists in the local 
relating to the blackballing of certain members who have had the gumption to 
stand up at union meetings and speak their minds. It is standard practice 
in the local that anyone who stands up and objects to the manner in which 
the Griffins run our union are discriminated against, and soon find themselves 
out looking for work. I have seen men who have disagreed with Bar] Griffin 
and his practices sit on the bench a couple of years while other men from 
outside the area were allowed to work. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

J. Truett Lonaine. 

Witness: 

Sytvra J. Evans, Notary Public. 


My commission expires September 1, 1964. 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, A. M. Evans, who reside at 400 North Walnut Street, Warren, Ark., make 
the following statement freely and voluntarily to LaVern J. Duffy, who has 
identified himself to me as a member of the staff of the U.S. Senate Select 
Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No 
threat, force, or duress has been used to induce me to make this statement, nor 
have I received any promise of immunity from any consequences which may 
result from submission of this statement to the aforementioned Senate select 
committee. 
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Since the year 1951 I have been a member of the Plumbers and Steamfitters 
Local 706, El Dorado, Ark. Besides working out of local 706 I am also an 
ordained Baptist minister. 

I would like at this time to relate an incident that occurred in November or 
December of 1955, at which time I made a bad error in judgment regarding my 
activities in local 706. One of the members of local 706 and it was either 
Curtis Porter, “Red” Yocum, or George Wolfe, who made the statement to me 
that there was going to be an election of officers in local 798 of the Pipefitters 
Union in Tulsa, Okla., and it was important to get the right man in office as 
pusiness manager. I was then asked by one of these three men to clear my union 
book into local 798 so that I could vote for the man 706 wanted elected. Without 
fully realizing at the time the terrible mistake I was making, I gave my union 
book and poll-tax receipt to Jimmy Baker and Omer Johnston and told them to 
give it to Curtis Porter. It was at this time that I realized that Earl Griffin, 
who is an international organizer for our union and who controls local 706, 
was also attempting to rig an election in another State. 

It has become clear to me since 1955 that Earl Griffin and his brother Ermon 
Griffin, have run local 706 with an iron fist. They have discriminated against 
members of our local union who have spoken out against their dictatorial 
policies at union meetings. I am sorry to admit that I am one of many in 
the local union who have been afraid to stand up against Earl and Ermon Griffin 
because most of us have families to support and need our jobs. I have seen 
the Griffins keep men out of work for long periods of time because the rank 
and file member had the nerve to challenge their policies. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

A. M. Evans. 

Witness : 

J. B. LANIER, Notary Public. 

My commission expires February 10, 1962. 


AFFIDAVIT 


I, J. T. Mitchell, who reside at Route 1, Box 450, El Dorado, Ark., freely and 
voluntarily make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identi- 
fied himself to me as a member of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper 
Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or duress has 
been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received any promise 
of immunity from any consequences which may result from submission of this 
statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee. 

Since July 6, 1948, I have been a member of local 706, Steamfitters and 
Plumbers Union, El Dorado, Ark. 

In the latter part of 1955, Ted Nordmeyer approached me and asked me if 
I would make a trip to Baton Rouge, La., to vote for Jim Craddock in an elec- 
tion being held then. He said that Delton Fistchue was supposed to make the 
trip but his wife was ill and that he could not go. He asked me to take the 
place of Fistchue and vote for Craddock in the election. 

The following morning, around 7 a.m., Ted Nordmeyer met me at the bus 
which transported some 30 to 40 men to Baton Rouge, La., to vote in the elec- 
tion. He handed me Fistchue’s book and told me to vote for Craddock. 

We arrived in Baton Rouge around noon and we were given a free chicken 
dinner, all we could eat. I remember putting some chicken in a bag that I had 
left over and “Red” Yocum ate it when we returned to El Dorado. 

When we finished eating, we went to the hotel where I voted for Craddock. 
After the voting we all went into an adjoining room where there was free 
liquor for everyone. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it is 
true and correct. 

Witness: J.T. MITCHELL. 


Sytvra J. Evans, Notary Public. 
My commission expires September 1, 1964. 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I, James W. Jones, who reside at 1416 Helm Street, El Dorado, Ark., freely and 
voluntarily make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, who has identified 
himself to me as a member of the U.S. Senate Select Committee on Improper 
Activities in the Labor or Management Field. No threat, force, or duress hag 
been used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received any promise 
of immunity from any consequences which may result from submission of this 
statement to the aforementioned Senate select committee: 

In the year of 1955 I was a bus driver for the Continental Southern Lines, 
I recall in the later part of 1955, L. D. Mims, terminal manager, handed me a 
charter order which directed me to pick up a group of 41 men at the union hal] 
of Local 706, Steamfitters and Plumbers Union, El Dorado, Ark., and transport 
them to Baton Rouge, La. I picked up the 41 men and we proceeded to Baton 
Rouge, arriving around noon. I recall that we had lunch after we arrived, 
Approximately 2% hours later the men returned to the bus and we returned to 
El Dorado, arriving about 7 or 8 p.m. 

I heard no discussion during the course of this trip relating to the reason these 
men visited Baton Rouge. I only know it had something to do with the union 
affairs. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and to the best of my knowledge it ig 
true and correct. 


JAMES W. JONES. 
Witness: Sytvra J. Evans, Notary Public, 
My commission expires September 1, 1964. 


The CuHarrman. Would you read just brief excerpts from these? 
Mr. Durry. Mr. Longing states: 


In the year 1955, I was working on a construction of a mill in Crossett when 
George Wolfe, a member of the executive board of local 706 approached me and 
said that I should clear my book into local 798 in Tulsa, Okla. He said these 
orders came from Earl Griffin and that if we would do this for him he would 
do us some good later on down the line. It was apparent to me that Griffin 
was trying to control an election outside of the local but he decided to go along 
and I told him that I would clear my book into the local. It was my understand- 
ing that between 50 and 60 members cleared into the Tulsa local in order to 
guarantee the reelection of Jim Craddock. 


The Cuatrman. Craddock was seeking reelection in that local? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuarmrman. And apparently had strong opposition. 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Crarrman. And in order to get him reelected, Griffin coop- 
erated with him by getting some of its members to transfer to the 
Tulsa local and vote for him. 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. That is a little bit of rigging, I would say. 

Mr. Durry. The second affidavit is from Mr. A. M. Evans, and I 
will quote a portion of that: 


I would like at this time to relate an incident that occurred in November or 
December of 1955, at which time we made a bad error in judgment regarding 
my activities in local 706. One of the members of local 706 either Curtis 
Porter or Red Yocom or George Wolfe, who made the statement to me that 
there was going to be an election of officers in local 798 of the pipefitters union 
in Tulsa, Okla., and it was important to get the right man in office as business 
manager. I was then asked by one of these three men to clear my union book 
into local 798 so I could vote for the man 706 wanted elected. Without realizing 
at the time the terrible mistake I was making; I gave my union book and poll 
tax receipt to Jimmy Baker and Oscar Johnson and told them to give it to 
Curtis Porter. At this time I realized that Enrl Griffin, who was an inter- 
national organizer for the union, and who controls local 706, was attempting 
to rig an election in another State. 
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I have another deposition of Mr. Mitchell, and I will quote part 
of that. 


The latter part of 1955, Ted Nordmeyer approached me and asked me if 
I would make a trip to Baton Rouge, La., to vote for Jim Craddock in the 
election being held there. He said that Delton Fistchue was supposed to 
make the trip but his wife was ill and he could not go. He asked me to take 
the place of Fistchue and vote for Craddock in the election. 


The CuatrMANn. Take the place of another man and vote for him? 
Mr. Durry. That is correct. 


The following morning about 7 p.m. Ted Nordmeyer met me at the bus which 
transported some 30 or 40 men to Baton Rouge to vote in the election. He 
handed me Fistchue’s book and told me to vote for Craddock. We arrived, 
we made the trip, and we arrived in Baton Rouge around noon, and we were 


given a free chicken dinner, all we could eat, and I remember putting some 
chicken in a bag when I left and we returned to El Dorado. 


The last deposition is from Mr. Jones. Mr. Jones is the bus driver 
that took the men over there, and I interviewed him and secured a 
deposition from him, and he states: 


In the year 1955, I was a bus driver for the Continental Southern Lines. 
I recall in the latter part of 1955, L. D. Mims, terminal manager, handed me 
a charter order which directed me to pick up a group of 41 men at the union 
hall of local 706, steamfitters and plumbers union, El Dorado, Ark., and trans- 
port them to Baton Rouge, La. I picked up the 41 men and we proceeded to 
Baton Rouge, arriving around noon. I recall that we had lunch after we 
arrived. Approximately 2% hours later the men returned to the bus and we 
returned to El Dorado arriving about 7 or 8 p.m. 

I heard no discussion during the course of this trip relating to the reason 
these men visited Baton Rouge. I only know it had something to do with 
the union affairs. 


The Cuarrman. I believe those affidavits have already been made 
apart of the record. 


Now, is there anything else in connection with the lack of democracy 


or dictatorial rule or rigging elections that you found in the course 
of your investigation ¢ 
Mr. Durry. Yes, sir; I have found, Mr. Chairman, an instance here, 


and there is an affidavit from Mr. Plez Major, and I will quote a 
portion of it. 


The CHatrMAN. I do not recall that one. 
Mr. Durry. Yes, it isin. 


For many years I have been an outspoken critic of the dictatorial policies 
of the Griffins in the manner that they have run the affairs of local 706. I recall 
that in 1956 while working on a job in Pine Bluff, Ark., Benny Rybiski, foreman— 


Incidentally, Mr. Major is an ordained Baptist minister and a 
member of this local. 


I recall in 1956 while working on a job in Pine Bluff, Ark., Benny Rybiski, fore- 
man, asked me to sign a petition which was handed out by Red Yocum, steward 
on the job. This petition contained a list of the officers of the union, and we 
were supposed to sign our names indicating we wanted them to remain in office. 
When I was asked to sign the petition I told Benny I didn’t do things like that, 
and it was wrong. Benny answered that if I didn’t sign it I wouldn’t be around 
long. I didn’t sign it. Since that time I have had difficulties getting a job in 
the local and they have discriminated against me in every way possible. I 
have also seen other members discriminated against and refused work who 
have seniority in the local; their jobs have been given to transits and permit 
men who have moved into the area. 


This theme runs through all of these affidavits. 











40 LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 


The Cuarrman. In other w ords, even though they are regular mem- 
bers and paid their dues, and kept in good standing, if they do not 
go along with the Griffins, apparently, they will t: ake j in outside men 

and let them pay permit fees and get the jobs rather than give it to 
their own union members. 

Mr. Durry. Yes. Thisisalso an interesting affidavit. 

Mr. J. R. Longing states, in substance: 

Our local union has no welfare or sick benefits. I personally have spoken 
up in union meetings and asked why we did not have such benefits. I have 
heard Ear! Griffin answer that they could be too costly for the union. Howeyer, 
the union can afford an expensive airplane and other benefits for its officers, 
I have frequently spoken up at union meetings against the policies of the local 
union. Asa result I have had trouble getting work. In 1956 I objected to the 
methods and policies of the local union, and the following day I was replaced 
on an instrument chemical job in El Dorado. 

In 1956 and 1957 a petition was passed round to keep in office the local union 
officers. Earl Griffin, who controls local 706, said at a union meeting that if 
the election did not go as he wanted it, that he would cut this jurisdiction of 
the local back to the city limits of El Dorado. 


The Cuatmrman. By cutting, the jurisdiction back, that meant that 
they would only get work in El Do ‘ado, if the job was in El Dorado? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The CuatrmMan. That wasa threat that was made? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

Here is another affidavit. Mr. O. H. Primm states, in substance: 

During August of 1959, I signed a letter addressed to the president of our 
national union asking for an organizer of the national union to meet with a 
group of the local union members in order to investigate the finances of our local 
union. Within a week after I signed this letter I was in the lobby of the union 
hall when Earl Griffin appeared and made a statement so typical of him. In the 
presence of about 60 men, he said that the 6 individuals who had signed a letter 
to the president of our national union, requesting an investigation of our local 
union, would be suspended from the union or heavily fined, and put back in line. 
He went on to discuss a job where approximately 35 men would be used and then 
added that 6 additional men could have been used on the project if this letter 
had not been signed and sent to Washington. 

Again, Senator, this theme runs through all of these affidavits. 

The CuatrMan. I might ask you at this point, from your investiga- 
tion down there, from the charges in these affidavits and from other 
information you may have gotten, are you pretty well convinced that 
this union is pretty well run by coercion and intimidation and re- 
prisals? 

Mr. Durry. I am convinced of that. Of course we didn’t take dep- 
ositions from every man we interviewed, but we interviewed 40 to 50 
men down there and the theme that they had expressed to us on this 
subject matter was the same all along. 

The Cuarrman. That is the thought I had in mind. The affidavits 
you procured are not the only ones you interviewed. 

Mr. Durry. It represents the views of the many we interviewed. 

The CHarrman. The affidavits are representative of the conditions 
you found there, but there were others who would verify substantially 
the same inform: ition contained in the affidavit ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 
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Mr. Munovrie. I might concur that I interviewed a lot of men that he 
did not talk to, and it was the same impression there. The majority 
of them stated that all the Griffins wanted from them is that $4.50 a 
month, whether they work or not, but they have to donate every 
month or their card will cancel out on them. Some of the men have 
worked 2 or 3 weeks in a year, hardly enough money to pay for the 
union dues. 

The CuarrMAN. Just enough to pay their union dues? 

Mr. Munoiz. That is right. 

The CHarmman. And they take all of it? 

Mr. Munpire. That is right. 

The CuarrMan, All right; let us go on to the next thing, which is 
the misuse of union funds. 

Now, this morning we talked about the misuse of a joint venture 
fund or assessment or work fund that was intended to be a joint 
venture fund of three locals. It then all wound up in the hands of 
local 706 in its three accounts, or that is where any that could be 
traced wound up. ‘There was $120,000 that apparently, or approxi- 
mately that much, that you have been unable to trace ? 

Mr. Munoz. That is correct. 

The CHairMan. Now, let us go to the question of misuse of union 
funds; that is, dues money of local 706, funds that come in that 
category. What did you find with respect to that? 

Mr. Munpigz. We examined vouchers and the canceled checks that 
were available for us to observe. We found a number of items. 

The CuarmMan. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Munpre. A period of time from 1951 through 1958. 

Now, some of the records were not available, but the ones that were 
available we didexamine. ‘They were not complete. 

The Cuarrman. How did they have records from 1951 to 1958? I 
thought all of those were lost 

Mr. Munpiz. They had some canceled checks and old books and in- 
voices. 

The Cuamman. You did not find a complete set of records prior to 
what date? 

Mr. Munpre. Prior to 1955. For example, we would find an invoice 
that was marked “Paid” in an old box or something around in 1951. 
We checked the name of the firm in El Dorado to find out how that 
money was paid, and from their records, and we checked out a lot of 
items in that way. 

The Cuamman. Well, you were unable to make a thorough check 
that would accurately determine the situation because of lack of rec- 
ords to enable you to do it ? 

Mr. Munpie. That is right. 

The Cuairman. All right, go ahead. 

Mr. Munpis. We found a number of purchases that were unauthor- 
ized from the membership at union meetings, and they were paid from 
union funds from local 706. 

The CuairmMan. Give us the nature of those purchases. 
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Mr. Monpre. For example, in January 3, 1958, for Christmas gifts, 
the purchased Christmas gifts for general organizers: 20 diplomat 
briefcases at $57.50 each; 20 men’s two-suiter suitcases at $79.50 each; 
4 ladies’ wardrobe cases at $82.50 each; 4 ladies’ hat and shoe cases at 
$92.50 each; and 2 pilot flight cases at $69.50 each. The total amount 
for this—I should have given the figures after each item. I think I 
have the total. 

The Cuarrman. You have the total of those figures, Mr. Mundie? 

Mr. Munoz. I have the total of those items that he read. 

The Cuarrman. That was January of what year? 

Mr. Munpm. This is January 1958, for the Christmas gifts of 1957, 
and I might say 20 diplomat briefcases cost $1,150. The two men’s 
two-suiter suitcases cost $1,590. 

The total of that was $3,870.02, which was paid to the Star Clothing 
House. 

The Cuatrman. Do you have acopy of that invoice? 

Mr. Durry. I made an exhibit here from these invoices. 

The Cuarrman. You have prepared an exhibit to submit for the 
record ¢ 

Mr. Munpre. Setting forth the date the purchases were made, the 
item involved, and the amount, and who it was purchased from. 

The Cuatrman. Do you have other items? 

Mr. Munpte. I have anumber of other items I would like to refer to, 

I might add to all of the items that Mr. Duffy has on this, there are 
photostatic copies of the vouchers and the checks in the files. 

The Cuarrman. Then you will arrange these in the order of the 
vouchers and the canceled checks and photostatic copies, whatever you 
have, in one bundle for each year ? 

Mr. Durry. We have all of those downstairs. 

The CuarmrMan. They will be made an exhibit in bulk of all of these 
documents to which you referred. They will be marked “Exhibit 
No. 15” for the record. 

That will include the totals, and for all documents in support of 
these expenditures as per Mr. Duffy’s exhibit. 

Now, if there is anything specific, we can as we go along make a 
separate exhibit of it. 

Mr. Durry. I won’t go through all of these items. The exhibit will 
be inserted in the record. 

The Cuarrman. You do havea list of them? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. The list will be printed in the record at this point, 
and the supporting documents will be contained in exhibit No. 15. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 15” and may 
be found in the files of the committee. ) 
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(The list is as follows :) 


Purchases—Unauthorized by the membership and paid for by check from union 
funds of local 706 














Date Item Amount Purchased from— 
ee a 
Jan. 3,1958 | Christmas gifts for general organizers: 
20 diplomat briefcases, at $57.50 each-----.- $1, 050.00 | Star Clothing House. 
20 men’s 2-suiter suitcases, at $79.50 each--- 1, 590. 00 Do. 
4 ladies wardrobe cases, at $82.50 each._---- 300. 00 Do. 
20 pilot-flight cases, at $69.50 each___-..----- 139. 00 Do. 
4 ladies hat and shoe cases, at $92.50 each_.- 70. 00 Do. 
oR RT a ae ee es 1, 395.00 | Cobbs. 
Dec. 13, 1954 ech ol enka pas auetotacecies 777.00 Do. 
Dec. 19, 1951 BIO oo ete ai nknnBanmasneais 110.00 Do. 
Dec. 10, 1951 ee ae 463. 00 Do. 
Nov. 7, 1958 Purchase of duck-hunting stamps..---.---- 16.00 
Dec. 20, 1954 1 tackle and fishing bait. __..._.. ae 21.55 | Roberts Machine Works. 
Dec. 23, 1955 1JW 10 motor for boat... eat 148. 50 | Randolph Sport Goods Co. 
Dec. 13, 1954 1 30-06 No. 760 pump gun....--.........---| 104. 40 Do. 
Fr 1 model. 26,, 20-06 FIND. . 20 ons cnc ccdcnesn<, 120. 50 Do. 
June 15, 1955 ey, '. 9 6,” er 30. 00 Do. 
Bc Sense L GRR A bois dn 5. Sete bbbnicbennsdaness 25. 00 Do. 
June 16, 1955 ON a 9.00 Do. 
Feb. 18, 1957 F RCI Sb ctoce cs cndamcckakenaaieue satia 195. 00 Do. 
Jan. 10,1957 1 12-zgage Rem Auto shotgun..-............ 105. 00 Do. 
Feb. 23, 1955 2 pair buckle overshoes. _.........-.......- 12. 14 Do. 
Jan. 24, 1955 1 handy gas heater and drum___........._- 32.13 Do. 
Dec. 23,1955 MOUREE NUINEIND ti a ew inau au cmsimamcubon 42. 95 Do. 
Dec. 2, 1957 3 insulated hunting coats. _................ 104. 85 Do. 
Bd obs I OI gaa Secece cep svnnanooes en 74. 85 Do. 
| SRE 3 hoods (written on check stub “‘fifths for 11. 85 Do. 
Int. Paper Co.’’). | 
Jan. 77,1958 3 insulated hunting coats_-.........----.-- | 104. 85 Do. 
WIE RI nk cS ccadididedaanceubadass 74. 85 Do. 
is. cninnicn suarnsddta eh aielie acini an dcabaas 1.85 Do. 
May 30, 1959 Trade-in on boat motors, 10 horsepower 235. 35 Do. 
for 18 horsepower. 
July 1,1959 DP NE iis cata nananceedadduiashsccanies 45.00 Do. 
WOR WE Fee Pc Si csr ccc 3.50 Do. 
BORIOS 1008... do caxadeconmesnestinnadieding 22. 95 Do. 
Dec, 21, 1955 CUT WINE 008 BOC cnccdnncasessudaseosacued 21.90 | Terry the Jeweler. 
Dee. 24, 1955 6 tie and belt sets....-......... 131. 58 Do. 
Dec. 23, 1957 GHIS GNCINONUE occ cdccnncssous 100.00 | Bauman’s Men’s Shop, Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark. 
Jan. 10, 1956 CORI SI ied ccccesaaniceeienciaidiote 867.95 | House of Webster. 
Apr. 21,1955 2 GIRS COPERIOUN.. 6 idkaaccncineuddswadivndkes 50.00 | Samples. 
Sept. 27, 1954 2 tie sets at $16.50 each..-.................. 33.00 | Bob Elliott'& Son. 
Aug. 28, 1953 Compote (nut dish) invoice signed by Mrs. 13.77 Do. 
Ear! Griffin. 
Feb. 16,1955 Watch (for Sam Roper)...-.-....-..-...... 72. 50 Do. 
Dee. 18, 1957 4 desk sets at $68.58 each and engraving---- 274. 00 Do. 
May 9,1959 Red roses for Mrs. Ermon Griffin.......-.- 4.12 | Grupell Florists. 
Aug. 18, 1958 Dozen roses for Mrs. Earl Griffin. __.--.--- 4.73 | El Dorado Florist. 
Feb. 10,1958 Charter of airline to Washington, D.C. 3,172.32 | Stuckeys Air Travel Agency. 
im contractor group on H.R. 
7168). 
Feb. 11,1958 Hotel bill, Mayflower Hotel, Washington, 1,046.52 | Mayflower Hotel, Washing- 
D.C. (expense—contractor group on ton, D.C. 


H.R, 7168). 


Mr. Durry. In December of 1956 there were Christmas gifts for 
$1,594. It doesn’t state exactly who those gifts went to. They were 
just Christmas gifts. There is nothing in the minutes to indicate 
these were authorized by the membership. 

The Cuatrman. Who examined the minutes of the meetings? 

Mr. Durry. Both of us. 

The Cuatrman. Both of you examined the minutes of the union 
meetings. Was there anything in the minutes, at any period of time, 
authorizing these expenditures to be covered by this exhibit, that is, 
by your list and exhibit 15? 


62255—61——_4 
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Mr. Durry. No, sir. 

Mr. Mounpie. No, sir. 

The Cuarman. You examined all of the minutes that were avail- 
able ? 

Mr. Munprm. I might add that the minutes run all of the way back 
to 1951 and 1952. 

The Cuatrman. They have all of the minutes, and so you examined 
all of the minutes back to 1951 ? 

Mr. Munpre. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. There is nothing in the minutes authorizing these 
expenditures ? 

Mr. Munptir. That is right. 

On some of these, I might add, on some of the notations we found 
in the file, these items were approved as of such-and-such minutes, but 
there was nothing in the minutes approving these items. 

The Cuarrman. There was nothing in the minutes to show it, al- 
though the items may have been marked “Approved” ? 

Mr. Mounpirz. That is right. 

The CwHatrman. Were there any minutes of the meeting of the 
board of directors or board of trustees or whatever other governing 
arm they have besides the regular union meetings. 

Mr. Munprte. Of the regular meetings, I discussed the problem of 
minutes with a couple of the members of the executive board, and they 
just had a round table discussion of the affairs, and no record was made 
of them. 

The Cuarrman. The board keeps no minutes ? 

Mr. Munopre. Well, talking to Mr. Longing, there was one; he was 
denied the privilege of any and all records of the union. 

The Cuarrman. I understand, but could you find and were you able 
to examine any records or, rather, minutes of the board of directors 
or board of trustees or whatever the name was? 

Mr. Munpre. It was the executive board, and there were no records. 

The Cuairman. They have no minutes of the executive meetings? 

Mr. Munore. No, sir; if they have them, they were not produced 
for our inspection. 

The Cuatrman. Did you ask for them ? 

Mr. Munoptr. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And they did not produce any for your inspec- 
tion ? 

Mr. Mounpre. That is right. 

The Cuarmman. No record was made available to you showing the 
authorization of the expenditure of moneys for these items that are 
of extraordinary or unusual nature? 

Mr. Munpte. That ‘s correct. 

The Cuarrman. And apparently, from the list that has been read 
there, what he has read so far clearly indicates that they just went 
out and bought all of the officers and their wives some presents. 

Mr. Munvie. Their officers and friends were bought fishing rods 
and outboard motors and boats. 

The Cuarrman. That is shown on the list, is it? 

Mr. Munpie. Yes, sir; and their wives would go to certain cafes 
and lunchrooms around there and sign the tickets for meals and 
everything else. 
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The CHairMAN. You mean the wives of the officers would go down 
and eat and sign a ticket and charge it to the union ? 

Mr. Munpvrie. Yes; and all of that that I have just discussed, be- 
sides a lot more, will be in that bulky exhibit 15. It was all pulled 
out and photostated. 

The CuairMan. Have you made any compilation of all these ex- 
yenditures and what it pes Is ¢ 

Mr. Munpie. Yes. I don’t have it all in totals, but from January 
8, 1952, in the Randolph Sporting Goods Store in El Dorado, Ark., 
they expended $2,394.57 there for equi ipment. 

The Carman. Over what period of time? 

Mr. Munprie. Seven years. 

The CuHatrmMan. What are some of those expenditures for? If 
you have an account there, does it show what they are for? 

Mr. Munoie. I don’t have it broken down. 

Mr. Durry. I have it: fishing tackle, 14-foot boat, de luxe fishing 
rod, trade-in on motorboats, trade-in of 10-horsepower motor for 18- 
horsepower motor, fishing reels, spinning rods, and materials of that 
type. 
The CuatrmMan. This was paid for by the union out of union 
dues? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. To whom did the equipment go, and who actual- 
ly got the use of it? 

Mr. Durry. The union officials got the use of it, but they explained 
to me that it is necessary on many occasions to have other union 
officials along to discuss these matters, so they go fishing and boating. 
That is how they carry on their business. 

The Cuatrman. They go fishing to attend to business, is that how 
they explained it? 

Mr. Durry. That is the way they explained it to me. 

The CnatrmMan. All right. 

Mr. Durry. That is why they buy rifles for hunting, so they can 
go hunting and discuss matters. 

The CuHarrman. How many rifles does it show they bought? 

Mr. Durry. We have pump gun, one model 76 .30-06 rifle, and one 
automatic shotgun, $125; those are the guns. 

The CHamMan. You have a complete list there of all of these 
things, which has been printed in the record. 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The CyHatmrman. Now, there was some mention about airplanes. 
What did you find out about the airplanes? Who has that informa- 
tion ? 

Mr. Munpre. I have that. 

The Cuarrman. Allright, Mr. Mundie. 

These planes were authorized, were they not, by a union meeting? 

Mr. Munpte. Ata meeting. 

The Cuamman. You found that in union dues or minutes? 

Mr. Munptz. Some of the fellows I talked to with reference to these 
airplanes said they were scared and they felt that the airplanes were 
not needed, but they wanted to work, so they just went along with it. 

The Cuairman. Just briefly give that to us. Apparently they did 
approve the airplanes. 
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Mr. Mounopre. On January 20, 1958, they bought an airplane from 
Kenneth Starnes, Little Rock, Ark., for $9,754. 

The CuarrMAn. Was that a secondhand plane? 

Mr. Munpre. That was a secondhand plane, and it belonged to 
Earl Griffin. 

The Cuarmman. And Earl Griffin bought it in his own name? 

Mr. Munpre. Ear! Griffin had purchased this plane a year prior to 
this and decided that we wanted a new one, and so he traded it at 
Starnes’, and Starnes sold it to the union. 

The Cuarrman. Ear] Griffin, the business manager and interna- 
tional organizer and president of this local, had a plane of his own? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. That he traded in to whom? 

Mr. Mounprier. Kenneth Starnes, in Little Rock, Ark. 

The Cuarrman. On another plane, as a part of the purchase price 
of another plane? 

Mr. Munpre. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. And then Starnes sold it back to this local union? 

Mr. Munote. For $9,000. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, it all happened at one time, did it? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. In one transaction ? 

Mr. Munote. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. So what it amounted to, Earl Griffin sold the plane 
he owned of his own to the union for $9,000 ? 

Mr. Mounore. That is right. 

Senator Ervin. The union of which he was president ? 

Mr. Munvre. Of which he was business agent. And then on July 
16, 1958, they remodeled this plane at Doyn Aircraft Co. 

Senator Ervin. This $9,000 plane? 

Mr. Munopr. Yes, sir; in the amount of $3,469.10. In July they 
also had another expenditure there in the amount of $370. Then they 
turned that airplane in on December 11, 1958, after having the plane 
a year, for $47,500 and bought a new plane. 

The Cuarrman. Turned it in for what? 

Mr. Munote. I wasn’t able to establish the trade-in value, but at 
Starnes they said you give us your plane and take this plane, which 
is known as N6647B, and give us a check for $47,500, and the new 
plane is yours. 

The Cuatrman. What it amounted to is they turned in this plane 
with $47,000-plus in cash. 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 

The Coarrman. And bought a new plane. 

Mr. Munpre. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Is there no way of determining how much was 
allowed for this $9,000 plane ? 

Mr. Munpre. Mr. Starnes couldn’t tell us; he just made a package 
deal for this plane. 

The Cuatrman. He did not know about the allowance? 

Mr. Munore. I didn’t know, and he said you have these planes, 
= he figured by getting this plane, this old plane and a check for 

47,000. 


The Cuatrman. That is kind of like trading horses and paying also. 
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Mr. Mono. In addition to the payment of $47,500 in December 
of 1958, in April they added $7,482.87 in equipment to this new plane. 
Making a total expenditure for the airplanes in a year and 4 months 
of $71,803.29. 

The Cuarrman. Now that was authorized, apparently, by the mem- 
bership ? 

Mr. Mounopte. Yes. 

The CuarrMan. What was the plane used for? Was it put to pri- 
vate use or did you find out ? 

Mr. Munpre. That we couldn’t determine. I checked the log, and 
it was in the radius of maybe 100 or 100 and some odd miles. It went 
over to Pine Bluff and over to Little Rock in it, and it appears from 
my examination that even if they were coming to Washington, that 
they would just fly this union plane from El Dorado to Little Rock, 
where they would purchase tickets on the American Airlines and come 
the rest of the way. The plane was used very little. Maybe Ermon 
Griffin would go up and fly around half an hour, and it would say 
El Dorado to Crossett and return. I talked to the sales representa- 
tive over at Kenneth Starnes’, and he said that he would just fly 
over here for no reason at all and leave the plane and go uptown, 
and what business he had he didn’t know. He just flew all over 
Arkansas with it. 

Mr. ApLermMan. Was there any evidence he used it in business 
transactions ? 

Mr. Munpre. We couldn’t determine that. The men that we talked 
to, and Mr. Duffy will agree with this, men in the local said they went 
on hunting trips and fishing trips and things like that in the plane. 
But we were not able to pinpoint it. 

The CuHarrMan. Was there anything else in connection with it? 

Mr. Durry. I think that covers the airplane. 

Mr. Munpre. Would you like to make these work papers of mine an 
exhibit for reference only ? 

The CuatrMan. What do those represent ? 

Mr. Munptie. These work papers represent practically a complete 
audit that I made for the years from 1955 to December 30, 1958, and 
then a transcript of an audit reports that they had on hand there. 

The Cuairman. Of auditors’ reports? 

Mr. Munpte. Yes, sir. 

These contain an analysis of their records from July 1, 1952, to De- 
cember 30, 1958. 

The CuHatrman. All right, they may be made exhibit 16 for 
reference. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 16” for ref- 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The Cuatrman. Is there anything else in that connection ? 

Mr. Munpre. That is all I have. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Duffy, do you have anything else? 

Mr. Durry. There are a number of other examples on these exhibits 
which we are going to file for the record. 

The Cuarrman. Just point them up. 

Mr. Durry. I would like to refer to two more items. 

The Cuatrman. It is a part of the record, and it will speak for 
itself, but you might point up one or two. 
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Mr. Durry. On August 20, 1953, they purchased a compote, which 
I understand is a nut dish, which was invoiced and signed by Mrs. 
Earl Griffin. That was $13.77, and that was paid by the union, 
There were flowers for Mr. and Mrs. Earl Griffin which were paid for 
by the union also. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anything else that either of you can think 
of? 

Mr. Durry. I think that is all. 

The CuHamman. Are there any other questions ? 

The Chair will make a brief statement for the record. 

Based on the disclosures made thus far in this investigation, there 

is evidence strongly indicating that union officials Ermon and Ear! 
Griffin, in charge of local 706, have misappropriated union funds by 
making unauthorized expenditures for their personal benefit and for 
the accommodation of other union officials. The testimony so far 
taken shows further that these officers have taken reprisals against 
members of their union who complained or disagreed with these offi- 
cials with respect to the way union affairs were being conducted, and 
that these officials tend to rule the union by threats and coercive tac- 
tics. There is some evidence to indicate that members are caused to 
lose their jobs or they are denied the opportunity to work because 
they may disapprove of some of the activities of their union officials 
and the way they are conducting their local union affairs. 

Evidence introduced today also shows that on the Pine Bluff Ar- 
senal job at Pine Bluff, Ark., between August 7, 1951, and June 30, 
1953, union members of three locals, 706 of El Dorado, 665 of Pine 
Bluff, local 155 of Little Rock, were all required to pay in addition 
to their regular monthly dues a work fee assessment of $3.50 each 
week while they worked on this job. Testimony further shows that 
failure to make such payment was cause for dismissal. In other 
words, this $3.50 weekly had to be paid by anyone who worked on this 
project. The evidence further shows that these payments were made, 
and on the basis of payrolls and records checked in the custody of the 
U.S. Army Audit Agency, Dallas, Tex., and New Orleans, La., for 
the period of time above stated, they would amount to some $224,000. 
The accountants and investigators who undertook to trace this money 
and ascertain what became of it found that $103,000 of it was de- 
posited in a so-called joint venture account in the National Bank of 
Commerce at El] Dorado. This joint venture account was apparently 
the property of the three local unions above described. An agreement 
had been entered into between the officers of these three locals where- 
by Earl Griffin or local 706 was to collect these work assessments and 
pay all expenses in connection therewith, and the net residue of these 
funds was to be divided equally among the three locals. It appears 
that that agreement, however, was never carried out, but that after 
the expenses in connection with the handling of this fund were paid, 
the balance of approximately $93,000 was transferred from this joint 
venture account to three accounts of local 706—the building fund ac- 
count, the organizing fund, and the general account. 

The evidence further shows that only $103,000 of these funds are 
accounted for and that there is approximately $120,000 unaccounted 
for, and for which there are no records available indicating what 
disposition was made of it or who got it. 
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The testimony further shows that when staff members of the com- 
mittee sought an explanation of the foregoing from Ermon and Earl 
Griffin and “Red” Yocom, the man who actually collected the money, 
their response was that they would not give an explanation and they 
would talk about it only before the committee and would give no 
explanation to the staff. 

There is other evidence showing how an election was rigged in local 
798 of Tulsa, Okla. 

Thus this record, developed by the preliminary investigation, clear- 
ly indicates that a more thorough and complete investigation should 
be made with a view toward the holding of public hearings in order 
to make a full disclosure of these transactions and malfeasance of the 
officers responsible for the handling of these funds. 

If the life of the committee is extended, or if the jurisdiction of this 
committee is established in some other committee where these records 
may be made available, this matter may be pursued by the other com- 
mittee, or by this committee if this committee is continued, and pub- 
lic hearings may be ordered on it. It is a matter to be taken into con- 
sideration and a decision to be made if our authority is continued by 
the Senate to make investigations in this field. 

All right, if there is nothing else, thank you. 

(Whereupon, at 3:30 p.m., the committee was adjourned subject 
to call.) 





LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS & STEAMFITTERS UNION, 
EL DORADO, ARK. 


(On August 16, 1960, the following witnesses testified in executive session 
during hearings held by the Subcommittee on Investigations. This testimony 
was made public on September 23, 1960, by members of the subcommittee and 
follows below.) 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 16, 1960 


U.S. Senate, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 


The permanent subcommittee met at 1:30 p.m., pursuant to section 
5, Senate Resolution 255, agreed to April 11, 1960, in room 3302, Senate 
Office Building, Senator John L. McClellan (chairman of the per- 
manent subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Senator John L. McClellan, Democrat, of Arkansas; 
Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr., Democrat, of North Carolina; Senator 
Edmund S. Muskie, Democrat, of Maine. 

Also present: Jerome S. Adlerman, general counsel; James F. 
Mundie, investigator; LaVern J. Duffy, investigator; Ruth Y. Watt, 
chief clerk. 

The Cuatrman. The committee will come to order. 

(Members of the permanent subcommittee present at time of con- 
vening : Senators McClellan and Muskie.) 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Kelley, will you stand and be sworn, please, sir? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give a ea this 
Senate subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Kettey. I do, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Before interrogating the witness, the Chair will 
read into the record an opening statement. 

One of the last investigations conducted by the former Senate Select 
Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor or Management Field 
relates to charges of improper activities of officers of local 706. This 
investigation was continued by the staff of the Permanent Subcom- 
mittee on Investigations of the Senate Committee on Government 
Operations. 

A hearing on this matter was held in executive session by the select 
committee on March 22, 1960. The select committee authorized me, 
as chairman, to make the proceedings and record of that hearing 
public at my discretion. 

This subcommittee in May 1960 authorized further hearings into 
this matter and a copy of the testimony of the previous executive 
hearings held on March 22, 1960, was transmitted to each member of 
this subcommittee on June 1, 1960. 

51 
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To eliminate the need for rehearing this testimony, I suggest that 
the testimony taken before the select committee on March 22, 1960, 
be made a part of the record of the hearing now being held and that 
it be adopted by this subcommittee as a part of its record in this pro- 
ceeding as though the testimony had been taken before this sub- 
committee. 

In brief, the testimony previously taken and other information 
indicate that union officials of local 706 of the Plumbers & Steam- 
fitters Union of E] Dorado, Ark., misappropriated funds of the union, 

Evidence was presented showing that the parent organization con- 
ferred jurisdiction on local 706, El Dorado, Ark., over the Government 
arsenal job at Pine Bluif, Ark., because the wage scale of local 706 
was higher than the other locals in the area and the business managers 
of local 155, Little Rock, Ark., and local 655, Pine Bluff, Ark., were 
so advised by the international. 

The three locals—706, 155, and 655—entered into a joint venture 
agreement in writing whereby they agreed that each local was to 
participate equally in the revenue to be derived from the Pine Bluff 
arsenal job and further agreed that local 706 was to exercise complete 
control and jurisdiction over theiremployment program. 

A joint venture account was opened between them in the National 
Bank of Commerce, E] Dorado, Ark., and Earl Griffin was made the 
authorized signator on this account. It was agreed that periodic 
audits of the joint venture would be made and the funds, after ex- 
penses, should be divided equally between the three locals. 

Shortly thereafter, the three locals were notified by their parent 
organization that such agreement was not approved and that no 
assessments were to be collected by local 706 from the men who were 
members of locals 155 and 655. 

Despite protests from members of locals 155 and 655, the assess- 
ments of $3.50 weekly—in addition to their dues—continued to be 
levied and collected by Earl Griffin and local 706 agents between 
August 7, 1951, and late 1953. Instructions were given to foremen on 
the job that no receipts were to be given to members of local 155 or 
local 655 or to other union or nonunion permit men. Testimony shows 
that if any worker refused to pay this assessment or “doby” money, 
hisemployment was terminated. 

The subcommittee staff investigators were told that most of the 
union’s books and records relating to dues and collection of assess- 
ments were no longer in existence, although some canceled checks and 
bank statements were available. 

Staff investigators and accountants checked payroll records held 
in the custody of the U.S. Army Audit Agency in Dallas, Tex., and 
New Orleans, La. A tabulation made from these records disclosed 
that the assessments at the rate of $3.50 per week per man amounted 
to $224,388.50. The staff account: ints found that only $103,531.78 8 of 
these collections were deposited in the union’s joint venture account 
at the National Bank of Commerce at Fl] Dorado, Ark. 

Explanation of the discrepancy was refused to the staff Se 
by E: arl Griffin and Ermon Griffin and Mr. Yocom, another offic cial of 
the union, all of whom were responsible for collecting such assess- 
ments and who became accountable for such funds. They refused to 
discuss these matters with members of the subcommittee’s staff of in- 
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vestigators, stating that they would only talk about these matters be- 
fore the subcommittee. 

Thus, it clearly appears that approximately $120,856.72—divided 
among locals 706, 155, and 655—was closed and the sum of $103,531.78 
was expended as follows: 


ner Gnpenees. 2) ee ie ee Se ee eee eee $10, 421. 22 
Transferred to local 706 building fund___ eee ee 39, 9038. 00 
Transferred to local 706 organization fund. __..____-_-_--__--------- 26, 603. 78 
Transferred to local 706 general account.._...-.---...-.-..-__-.- 26, 603. 78 


i aia ttc hae dee aaea adeoal cian nee lei ncgends ly Ce 


Locals 155 and 655 received no moneys from the joint venture fund. 

Additional testimony was taken regarding improper and extrav- 
agant expenditures 1 nade by officials of this local. A staff accountant 
testified that examination of the records disclosed that in the three ac- 
counts of local 706 there were cash balances as follows: 


Total es BES 


Da DUY 0 BOOBs 35 sid oo bce atin Ade a es COE $91, 677. 21 
Between July 1, 1952, and Dec. 30, 1958, the union collected_-___-____ 644, 167. 56 
wor’? total O62 jen 2 hs ee ee eee 735, 844. 77 
Btnended in this period was the sum.i .. 252th 691, 686. 15 
EOC. THR, TEI e , RIM TININOUE wc asens eens cane Rihees ch cacacoeslicaseaie-mcaneacet aimee 44, 158. 62 


The principal expenditures of these funds were made for the pur- 
chase and remodeling of a building and for the purchase of two air- 
planes. 

On January 30, 1958, the union purchased from Mr. Kenneth 
Starnes an airplane for $9,754. This plane had been the private plane 
of Earl Griffin, which he traded in to Mr. Starnes on the purchase of 
another private plane. 

It might be said, however, that the purchase of this plane had been 
approved at 2 membership meeting. Subsequently, on July 16, 1958, 
there was expended from the union account for the remodeling of the 
plane an additional $3,469.10. On July 11, 1958, a new plane was pur- 
chased from the union account for an additional cash outlay of $47,500 
plus the trade-in value of the first plane. 

In Apr il 1959 additional equipment was installed in the plane to the 
tune of $7,482.87. Thus, the total expenditures for both planes be- 
tween January 20, 1958, and April 1959 were $71,880.29. 

Other question: able purchases are to be found in exhibit 15 which 

was introduced into evidence. This consisted of a list of purchases 
for Christmas gifts and hunting and fishing equipment and includes 
such items paid for in January 1958 as: 


ae Deretcnmie Bt SS 7.00 wb ee ee ie beds cabin aebodakiowseeeed Prams ep) 
20 2-suiter cases $79.50_____-__. sais Sake ee Ee bot ee oe ele 1, 590 
Semcon wararope cates at: 682.5050. 3G es ei 330 
Be Ce CRBON BY G00. 00k 6 no sacnecacumn ound anaes 1 sso eeepc 13§ 
4 ladies- hat and shoe boxes) at; $09.50... 2 2 ee 370 

NN i i a a te a cd ra a 3, 579 


Other items listed tinctisledl duck stamps, rifles, pump guns, fishing 
rods and reels, a. 14-foot boat and outboard motors, hunting pants and 
coats, compote dishes, et cetera. 

Although these expenditures were approved by the local’s finance 
committee, no breakdown was ever furnished to the members of the 
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union. There have been complaints by the members of the union of 
lack of availability of financial records of the union. The testimony 
presented showed that the officers of local 706 took reprisals against 
members of their union who complained or disagreed with these of- 
ficials with respect to the way union affairs were being conducted and 
that the officials had a tendency to rule the union by threats and 
coercion. 

There was evidence that some men were caused to lose their jobs 
or were denied the opportunity to work if they evinced disapproval 
of some of the activities of their union officials and the way union 
affairs were being conducted. 

There was further testimony to show that an election of Earl 
Craddock of local 798 of Tulsa, Okla., was rigged through the efforts 
of Earl Griffin, Ermon Griffin, Red Yocom and other officials of 
local 706. 

In November and December of 1955, at the instructions of officials 
of local 706, approximately 40 men of local 706 were told to clear 
their union books into local 798 so that they could vote for Crad- 
dock. At the election in December 1955, a busload of these 40 men 
was driven from the headquarters of local 706, El Dorado, Ark., to 
Baton Rouge, La., at union expense. They voted in the elections of 
798 and returned the same day to their homes in Arkansas. 

The subcommittee has called a number of witnesses to testify today 
as to these and other events which may show improper practices on 
the part of the officers of this local. 

Since the officers of local 706 have refused to discuss the monetary 
affairs of the union with members of the staff of the subcommittee 
and have stated that they would only discuss these matters in a ses- 
sion before the subcommittee, we have called this executive session to 
accommodate them and hear their explanation of the charges of im- 
proper activities made against them by the members of their union, 
We will proceed with this witness. 


TESTIMONY OF STEPHEN H. KELLEY 


The Cuatrman. Mr. Kelley, state your name, your place of resi- 
dence, and your present business or occupation. 

Mr. Ketiey. Stephen H. Kelley. My address is 112 Church Street, 
El Dorado, Ark. I am employed by a local firm there in town in the 
building supply business. I would rather not give the name of the 
firm, if it is permissible to do that. 

The Cuamman. I don’t know. There is no great secret about it. 
Everybody knows who you work for down there; do they not ? 

Mr. Keiiey. Yes; everybody knows. 

The Cuarrman. There would be no harm in giving it. They are not 
involved in it. 

Mr. Ketter. I mean, I don’t know whether my boss would like that 
or not. 

The Cuarrman. You can say whatever your occupation is and that 
you are now employed by a firm in El Dorado. I don’t think they 
would object at all. 

Mr. Keuxiey. I work on the city sales for this firm in the building 
supply business. 
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The Cuarrman. In other words, the firm you work for sells building 

supplies and is located in El Dorado, Ark. 
r. Ketiny. That is right. 

The Carman. And you work on the desk taking orders? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right; the city sales desk. 

The CHatrMAN. Very well. 

You have discussed what information you have with members of the 
staff of this committee ; have you not, Mr. Kelley ? 

Mr. Kettey. I have, sir. 

The CuairMAn. You know, generally, then, the subject matter under 
inquiry ? 

Mr. Ketuey. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. And the matters of information in which the com- 
mittee is interested ? 

Mr. Kettry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. You have conferred with members of the staff on a 
number of occasions ; have you ? 

Mr. Ketury. Yes. 

The CnArrman. Did you provide an affidavit for use by the Senate 
select committee? Do you recall? 

Mr. Ketiry. The affidavit that Mr. Mundie took ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Ketter. Yes. 

The CuatrmMan. You gave to Mr. Mundie, a member of the staff of 
the Senate select committee, an affidavit regarding matters within your 
knowledge and information ? 

Mr. Kettry. Yes. 

The CuHatrman. If you desire, you are permitted to have counsel 
present to represent you while you testify. Counsel would have the 
right and duty to advise you as to your legal rights while testifying. 
Do you think or do you feel any desire to have counsel present ? 

Mr. Keiry. Well, I don’t think so. I mean, I am just making a 
statement of the truth to the best of my knowledge and recollection 
in this situation. 

The Cnarrman. The Chair will make this statement to you: At any 
time during the course of your interrogation by the members of the 
committee or the committee staff, if you feel that you need legal 
counsel, some lawyer to advise you, if that situation should develop, 
if you will so advise the committee, then we will take the matter under 
consideration and, of course, will adhere to our rules. But I agree 
with you; I don’t think there would be any occasion for you to need 
such counsel. 

Mr. Duffy and Mr. Mundie are the two members of the staff that 
heretofore interrogated you? 

Mr. Ketury. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Mundie, would you care to develop the infor- 
mation that this witness may have? 

First, may I lead into it: Are you a member of Local 706, Steam- 
fitters & Plumbers Union, at El Dorado, Ark. ? 

Mr. Kriiry. I have been. At the present time I am not an active 
member there. 

The CuatrmMANn. Do youstill pay your dues? 

Mr. Ketiry. My dues will be—they were delinquent, I believe, the 
first of the month. 
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The Cuarrman. In other words, you have been a member and paid 
your dues up until the first of this month ? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right; because I have seen this situation com- 
ing up that I was getting into and I saw no point in carrying on and 
continuing paying those dues until I saw further. 

The Cuatrman. Let me ask you, then, at all times about which you 
will testify, were you a member of this local or did you become a 
member of this local during the time that you had business relations 
with it? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right; during this investigation I was. 

The Cuarrman. All the time during this investigation ? 

Mr. Keutry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. When did you first come under the jurisdiction 
of this local, as a union man, a worker ? 

Mr. Ketitry. On November 30, 1951. 

The Cuarrman. You first came under its jurisdiction ? 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes. That is when I was sent on this job at Pine 
Bluff as a permit worker. 

The Cuarrman. You came under its jurisdiction as a permit worker 
rather than as a member of this local ? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The Cuarmman. In 1951? 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes. 

The Cuamman. Were you a member of any union at that time? 

Mr. Ketiry. No, sir; I was not. 

The CuarrmMan. You went on a job at Pine Bluff known as the Pine 
Bluff arsenal job ? 

Mr. Kettry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. That was a Government facility, was it not, being 
constructed for the Government by a contractor by the name of Blaw- 
Knox Construction Co. ? 

Mr. Kewtry. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. When you were employed there, you were em- 
ployed in what capacity on that job? 

Mr. Ketiey. When I went onto the job, I went into materials 
control, I believe was the name of the setup. I was in the warehouse, 
checking materials and storing materials. 

The CHarrman. In order to get a job and work there, what did 
you have to do with respect to the union ? 

Mr. Kettrey. Go to work and pay the $3.50 a week is all I did. 

The Cuarrman. Go to work where? 

Mr. Kettey. On the arsenal job. 

The Cuarrman. You went to work on the arsenal job? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. You said you had to pay $3.50 a week. Is there 
some authority granted to you to work by the union ? 

Mr. Ketiry. I was given a referral to the job. 

The CuarrMan. By the union? 

Mr. Ketrry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. By whom in the union? 

Mr. Ketiry. Earl Griffin. 

The CHatrmMan. By Earl Griffin of what union, and what local ? 
Mr. Ketiry. Local 706, El Dorado. 
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The Cuatrman. Of the Plumbers & Steamfitters Union ? 

Mr. Ketter. Yes, sir. 

The CHairRMAN. Earl Griffin occupied what capacity in the union 
at that time? 

Mr. Ketter. He was business agent. 

The CuHarrMAN. Of that local ? 

Mr. Ketrey. Of that local. 

The Cuarrman. And you got his permission to go to work on the 
job? 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes, sir. I was given a referral at that time. They 
were issuing referrals. 

The Cuarman. That is the usual or oe procedure for one who 
js not on the job, to get a job and work on the job under the juris- 
diction of the union ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is the procedure to get a job. They just use 
the referral system. 

The CHamrmMan. Where it is a union job, whoever works has to 
have a referral from the union; that is the term used ? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The CuatrmMan. And you got from that what is known as a permit 
or were you classified as a permit worker ? 

Mr. Ketiey. A permit worker. 

The CHatrMan. Rather than a member worker? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. I wasn’t a union member. I had no 
book; I had no card; I did not have anything. 

The CrarrmMaNn. Had you applied for membership in the union at 
that time ? 

Mr. Ketter. No, sir. 

The CuHatrman. Were they then employing people who were not 
members of the union because they needed workers in that particular 
capacity ? 

{r. Kettey. That is right. 

The Carman. After you got your referral, what were you re- 
quired to do? What were you required by the union to do in order 
to continue working ? 

Mr. Ketirey. Just work. I was sent into this warehouse, is where 
I was sent. 

The Cuairman. I know, but what did you have to do with respect 
tothe union? Did you have to pay it any money from time to time? 

Mr. Keniry. Yes, sir. I paid my $3.50 per week working assess- 
ments. 

The Cuatrman. You had to pay $3.50 a week as work asssessment ? 

Mr. Keutey. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Whom did you pay that to? 

Mr. Ketiry. The foreman on the job collected those. 

The Cuarrman. Who was he, generally, or did you have different 
foremen ? 

Mr. Keutry. I had different foremen. At that time I believe I 
was working under a Mr. Garlington. 

The Cuarman. Mr. Garlington. 

Mr. Keuuey. Yes, sir; I believe he was the foreman. 

The CHarrmaNn. How long did you continue working on that job? 

Mr. Ketiey. Do you mean that assignment ? 











58 LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 


The Cuarrman. On that project. 

Mr. Ketter. I was there 18 months. 

The Cuamman. You were there at this construction project job 
for 18 months? 

Mr. Keuxey. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you do any work for the union while you 
were there other than for construction work? Did you keep any 
books for the union ? 

Mr. Ketiey. I set up the card system on all the fitters that was 
on the job. 

The Cuarmman. You set up a card system on all the fitters, the 
workers ? 

Mr. Keuiry. The workers in that craft. 

The Cuarrman. What craft? 

Mr. Ketiry. The pipefitters. 

The Cuarrman. All who came within that category, you set up 
a card system ? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The Cuamman. Was that for the union ? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. You see, the crafts were broken down 
into different classifications and those classifications were identified by 
a prefix number. I have forgotten what our prefix number was on 
that job, but that is the way we identified our craft, by the prefix 
number. 

The CuatrmMan. You set a prefix number and set up cards on every- 
body that worked ? 

Mr. Ketxiry. In that craft, yes. 

The Cuarrman. And under the jurisdiction of this union ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. 

The CHarrman. How many local unions did you have that were 
working there? 

Mr. Ketiry. We had people from all over. 

The Cnarmman. From all over? 

Mr. Kertxey. Yes, sir. Houston, Beaumont, Little Rock, Pine Bluff. 
Wyoming, Colorado, and everywhere else. They were there from all 
over the country. 

The Cuatrman. Let me ask you this: Did the people who worked 
there from other unions, whether they were union members or not, 
have to pay this $3.50 a week assessment ? 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrmMan. Did you get a receipt when you paid that? 

Mr. Kettry. Yes,sir. When I paid it? 

The CHatrman. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes, sir. 

The Cnatrman. Do you have such receipts ? 

Mr. Ketzry. I do have. 

The Carman. May we have them and make an exhibit of them? 
We will not take all of them. 

Mr. Keuiry. They are not all legible. I have had them folded. 
All of them are written in pencil, I believe. 

The Cramman. The purpose is just to show the nature and the 
kind of receipt that was given to some who worked. 

Mr. Kexiry. You will notice those receipts carry no number or 
anything. It is strictly a nonsystematized operation. I mean for a 
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way of accounting purposes or anything. There is nothing there to 
identify who was getting receipts or who wasn’t, or how many re- 
ceipts they were issuing or what. 

Senator Muskie. Didn’t anyone sign these? 

Yes, I see it now. 

The Cuarrman. The foreman signed them, did he not? 

Mr. Ketter. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMAN. May I instruct the staff in your presence to select 
some four or five out of this batch of receipts that you have that 
would be representative ? 

Mr. Ketuiey. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrman. They will be made exhibit 17. 

The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit 17” for reference 
and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The CuHarmaNn. The others remaining will be returned to you. 
We just want a sample of them. 

What happened to those who worked there in this category that 
came under the jursidiction of this particular trade, if they did not 
pay the $3.50 per week ? 

Mr. Ketter. Well, they were terminated, but for what purpose I 
don’t know. 

The CuamMaNn. How do you know they were terminated ? 

Mr. Ketxiey. I don’t recollect, as far back as that is, I can’t recall— 
I can’t recall any particular instance. But I do know that it did 
happen. 

The Cuatrman. Who was the general foreman there? 

Mr. Keitiey. The ramrod of the deal was the steward. 

The Cuairman. Who was he? 

Mr. Ketiry. A. M. “Red” Yocom. 

The CuarrMan. What was his policy and what statements did you 
hear him make with respect to this $3.50 payment each week ? 

Mr. Keiiry. Everybody had to pay it or they would go. That was 
Yocom’s word, or they would go. 

The CuatrmAn. That was Yocom’s word? 

Mr. Ketxry. That is right. 

The Cuamman. What did you do to enable him to determine who 
was making the payments and who were not? 

Mr. Keutey. I would keep a list of these assessments that were being 
paid in as these envelopes would come into the office. I would take 
those envelopes. I had me an alphabetical index with the prefix 
number in front of them, and I had my index arranged numerically, 
and I would go into that index and mark those cards. 

The CuarrMan. Showing they were paid or not paid ? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. In the course of keeping your records that way, did 
a delinquency list occur? Were there times when some were delinquent 
in payment ¢ 
ag Ketter. There were very few for the number of people on the 
job. 

The Cuarrman. What would you say, approximately, was the total 
number of people on the job? 

Mr. Kewiey. At the peak? 
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The Cuatrman. Yes, in this category. 

Mr. Keuxiey. If I remember correctly, I just don’t know, but I be. 
lieve it was around 1,200. I just wouldn’t be positive. 

The Cuatrman. About 1,200? 

Mr. Ketter. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. If they were all paying $3.50 a week, that would 
run about $4,200 a week that was coming in from this assessment fund 
in that period ? 

Mr. Kettey. That is right, sir. 

Senator Muskie. Will the chairman yield at this point for a ques. 
tion ¢ 

The CuHarmrMan. Yes. 

Senator Muskie. Did you keep the cards on all 1,200 of these indi- 
viduals ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Yes, I kept the cards. 

The Cuatrman. You did that for the union ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrMan. Under whose instructions ? 

Mr. Ketiey. You see, I didn’t go into this. I stayed in the ware- 
house over there for—let’s see—for December, for January and Febru- 
ary. I did not do this for 3 months, about 3 months after I was there, 
Then at that time I think the job had been going on possibly a year or 
maybe a little over a year, but they had just started building, don’t 
you see, to hit a peak. 

The Cuarrman. And you kept the books at least during that peak 
period? 

Mr. Ketter. I kept the card system, yes. 

The CuatrmMan. What did you do when you found them delinquent? 

Mr. Kettey. I would give “Red” the list. 

The CuarrmMan. “Red” Yocom ? 

Mr. Ketiey. “Red” Yocom. 

The Cuarrman. A list of those who had not paid their $3.50 per 
week ? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The CuHatrman. What happened to them, if you know? Did some 
of them pay up? 

Mr. Ketiey. The records indicated that, yes. 

The CuatrmMan. In other words, the money came in from some of 
them ? 

Mr. Kettry. The money came in; that is right. 

The Cuatrman. When it didn’t come in from some of those, what 
happened to those ? 

Mr. Ketiry. You would see a termination come through. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, if they did not, they would be 
terminated from the job? 

Mr. Ketiry. Something happened and they would be gone. 

The Cuatrman. You just knew they would be gone? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. But you do know that some of them paid up? 

Mr. Ketiry. Certainly. 

The Cuatrman. Who paid this? Just the union members, or just 
the permit members ? 

Mr. Ketiry. Everybody that worked on the job in the crafts. 
The Cuatrrman. No matter what union he belonged to? 
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Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The CuarrMan. Or whether he belonged to any union? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The CHAIRMAN. If he was there, if he worked at all in this craft 

Mr. Ketter. He paid the assessment. 

The CHAIRMAN (continuing). He paid the assessment ? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The CHatrRMAN. Did you later become a union member ? 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. What did you have to pay as a union member in 
addition to the $3.50 ? 

Mr. Ketitey. Do you mean to become a member? 

The Cuarrman. What did you pay to become a member? 

Mr. Kettey. I believe it was $1.50. 

The Cuatrman. That was initiation fee? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right, the initiation fee. 

The CuarrMaAn. What did you pay each month thereafter? 

Mr. Kewiry. $4.25. 

Wait a minute. No, I don’t believe it was $4.25, because it later 
went to $4.25. Maybe it was $3.75 a month, I believe, that was the 
dues at that time. 

The CuarrmMan. At any rate, you did pay your monthly dues? 

Mr. Ketiey. Yes, sir; membership dues, plus assessments. 

The CuarrmMan, You paid your membership initiation fee and you 
think that was $1.50? 

Mr. Ketter. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. And then you paid your monthly dues? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Can you refer to your slips and determine what 
your dues were ? 

Mr. Ketter. No,sir. Not on these slips. 

The Carman. Those slips wouldn’t identify them ? 

Mr. Ketter. No. These slips were for weekly assessments. 

The Crarrman. For weekly assessments only ? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The CuHairMAN. So it would not be identified on there? 

Mr. Ketiey. No, sir. 

The CuHatrman. Anyway, in addition to the $3.50 a week for the 
working privilege, you paid your dues to the local? 

Mr. Ketiey. Yes. 

The Crarrman. You received receipts for the $3.50 you paid. 

Were receipts issued to all of the workers who paid this $3.50? 

Mr. Kerry. I couldn’t swear to that. Actually, I couldn’t swear 
it, but. I do know that it happened on the job that everybody did not 
get receipts. 

The Cuarrman. You know that. But do you know whether or not 
it was the policy and whether or not. this is actually what occurred, 
that they did issue receipts to all of those who were members of 
local 706 ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Yes; that is right. 

The Cuatrman, That is the local that Griffin was the business 
manager of ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. 
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The Cuatrman. And they had jurisdiction and supervision over 
this project ? 

Mr. Kexiey. That is right. 

The Cuartrman. Now, do you not know, as a matter of fact, that no 
receipts were issued to members of local 665 of Pine Bluff and of 155 
of Little Rock ? 

Mr. Ketiey. No; I couldn’t swear to that, but I heard that it hap- 
pened on the job and there was quite a bit of static on the job about it, 

The Cuamman. In other words, there was complaint because they 
made them pay and wouldn’t give them receipts? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. Further than that, some of them even 
went—they gave checks for their assessments after he wouldn’t give 
them receipts. I don’t know who they were, but I know that it hap- 
pened, and then he came out with the order that there wouldn’t be any 
more checks accepted for these assessments. 

The Cuarrman. As I understood it, and probably other witnesses 
will develop it, they would give receipts to the shenibone of local 706, 
but instructions went out to give no receipts to anyone who was not 
a member of 706 and take no checks from anyone for the payment of 
these funds? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The Cuarmman. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. That is your understanding of it? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is my understanding. 

The CuHarrMAn. Well, I don’t mean you can be positive, but that is 
the general understanding? 

Mr. Ketter. That is the general understanding. I mean, that was 
the general scoop, as they call it. 

The Cuarrman. What did Yocom say about it? What did he say 
in your presence about it? What instructions did he give about it! 

Mr. Ketiry. About taking checks for assessments? 

He didn’t give any in front of me. All I can say is that “Red” 
Yocom said that everybody had to pay assessments or go. 

The CuatrmMan. You know that? 

Mr. Kextiry. I do know that he said that. 

The Cuarrman. And you know some did go that didn’t pay? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. As to specifically pinpointing who they 
were, I couldn’t. But I do know—I mean that they were in arrears 
with assessments and something happened that they were terminated. 
I will put it that way. 

The Cyatrman. You know they went. You do not know what 
caused them, but you know they were delinquent and left? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

The Cuamman. Do you know anyone who worked there any ap- 
preciable length of time and remained delinquent ? 

Mr. Keutry. No; I don’t. I don’t recall. 

The Cuarrman. How often would you give “Red” Yocom this 
delinquent list ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Sometimes it would probably go a couple of weeks 
or 3 weeks. Sometimes I would give him one every Monday morning. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know what he did with them ? 

Mr. Ketiey. No; I don’t. 
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The CuHarrMAN. But he required you to provide him that list? 

Mr. Ketitry. Yes. He asked me to give him the list. 

The CuamrMan. He asked you to make up a list and give it to him? 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The CuHarrMAN. You simply gave him a list whenever he called 
for it or wanted it? 

Mr. Kettxy. That is right. 

The Cuamman. I hand you here some of your tickets or receipts. 
I show you one dated F ebruary 26, 1953. It says: “Initiation fee, 
$75.” Examine it and state if you identify it. 

(The document was handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Ketury. That is right. 

The CuHatrman. Did you pay that $75? 

Mr. Keutiry. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. Who is that receipt signed by? 

Mr. Keniry. That is signed by “Red” Yocom. And then I gave 
him another $75 on top of that. I don’t know where that receipt is. 

The Cuarrman. [ now show you three other receipts, one for $20, 
one for $10, and one for $45, and ask you to examine those and see 
if you identify them as receipts for your initiation fees. 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes;$150. That is it. 

The Cuamman. Those are your receipts for the initiation fee? 

Mr. Kettey. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. They may be made exhibit No. 18. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 18” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The Crarrman. What happened to this money that you folks 
paid in? You became a member of the union and remained a member 
of the union, continuing to pay your dues up to the first of this 
month. What became of that money that was paid into the union 
for $3.50 a week for everybody who worked on this job? 

Mr. Kextry. I would like to know. 

The CuarrMan. Sir? 

Mr. Ketiey. I would like to know. I don’t know. 

The CuatrmMan. Has there ever been an accounting of this money 
tothe membership of the union that you know of? 

Mr. Ketiey. In their way; yes. 

The Cuarrman. What way? 

Mr. Ketter. Whatever report they drew up and wanted to pre- 
sent to the body. I will put it that way: I mean, they have periodi- 
eal audits down there. Of course, I have never seen who did the 
audit, but I understand the auditors were some of his relatives or 
something. I don’t know who they were. 

The Cuamman. Do you know what kind of a record was kept on 
this $3.50 payment by the union ? 

Mr. Kriiry. Well, I believe they have their accounts down there 
broken into the general funds, the building fund, and—they have 
three accounts, I believe. 

The Cuairman. I understand they have that in the local, they 
have three accounts, the building fund, the organizing fund, and the 
general fund. 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. It is those three. 

The Cuarrman. I am talking about this money. Was an account 
ever kept of who paid and who didn’t pay and how much this special 
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assessment or work assessment came to? Was there ever an account- 
ing given of that? 

Mr. Kettry. Well, I suppose in making their financial report up 
there they show receipts so much per month every month and ex- 
penditures so much, and checks on this fund and checks on this fund 
and transfers and what have you. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Adlerman wants to ask a question. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. When you kept these card indexes showing who 
was on the job, and that they paid their $3.50 a week, and you kept 
a delinquent list—is that right ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. 

Mr. AptermMan. Had you suggested at that time that there should 
be a control list showing how much was collected ? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Who did you suggest that to? 

Mr. Ketxiry. I suggested it to Curtis Porter, who was the fellow I 
worked under. 

The Cuarrman. Who was he with respect to the union ? 

Mr. Keiiey. He was president of it at that time. He was either 
president or vice president. Maybe he was vice president at that time 
and Swales was president. I just don’t remember. But anyhow, how 
I suggested it to Curtis, him and me went to school together, and I 
would tell him what I thought the loose ends were in that operation. 
Of course, they would resent it. But I suggested to him we should 
have a better accounting system on the procedures there. He said, 
well, the officers would take care of that, and it was no concern of ours, 
or something to that effect. 

Mr. ApteRMAN. They refused to allow you to keep a record showing 
how much came in on these assessments ? 

Mr. Kettry. That is right. To let me keep it, sure. Of course, I 
could have computed what I was handling, but I just never did go to 
the trouble of doing it. All I was doing was keeping that card index. 

The Cuatrman. Did that money come into your hands? 

Mr. Ketiey. It came into the office there ; yes, sir. 

The Cuamman. There on the job, the office there ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. That stuff would lay around in sacks, 
like sacks of potatoes. 

The Cuatrman. What do you mean, lay around in sacks? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is the way they would bring it around, by the 
sackful. 

The Cuarrman. Do you mean money? 

Mr. Ketiey. Money. 

The Cuarmman. Into this office ? 

Mr. Keutry. Yes. 

The CuHarrman. Was any record kept in that office of the amount of 
money that came in? 

Mr. Ketiry. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You mean it was just handled like a sack of 
potatoes ? 

Mr. Ketiry. A sack of potatoes was what it was handled like. 
They would get up and walk out with four or five sacks at a time. 

The Cuarrman. Well, who would walk out? 

Mr. Ketiey. Red would, and Porter, and 

The CuHatrMan. The officers ? 
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Mr. Ketiry. Everybody. 

The CHAIRMAN. Nobody knew how much they took out in sacks? 

Mr. Ketixy. That is right. 

The CHAIRMAN. Nobody knew how much came in in the sacks? 

Mr. Keiey. That is right. With a receipt system like that you 
can imagine what was going on. 

The CuamrMan. What do you mean, “you can imagine what was 
going on’? 

Mr. Ketiey. I mean, how could they pinpoint what they were 
handling ? 

The Cuarrman. There is no way to pinpoint? 

Mr. Ketiry. No way to pinpoint, only like I suggested when this 
thing started, if we go to the company payrolls and start from that 
end. 

The CuarrMan. We have done that. 

Mr. Ketiey. Good. We might get somewhere. 

The CuHatRMan. We have done it. I am just trying to get your 
testimony as to what you know and what you saw and know of your 
own knowledge as to what happened there, how the thing was handled. 

Mr. Ketury. I am telling you. 

The CuarrMan. So there were literally thousands of dollars that 
came in in that way with no record ? 

Mr. Ketitey. Thatisright. Absolutely. 

The Cuarrman. And if any record was ever made of it, you don’t 
know it? 

Mr. Kettry. I don’t know it, no. 

The CuarrMAN. But you kept the envelopes? 

Mr. Kertiey. No, I did not keep them. They went into the office. 
This money came into the office in these envelopes and they were 
sealed, you see. They would bring them in. in these sacks. I would 
take these envelopes and go down my card-dex system. 

The CuatrMan. They would give you the envelopes after the money 

was taken out ? 

Mr. Ketiry. No, they wouldn’t take the money out there. The 
money would be taken to the office. 

The CHatrMAn. Asthey came in there? 

Mr. Ketiry. I recorded it on the cards. 

The Cuarrman. Then what did you do, put the money back in the 
sack ? 

Mr. Ketiry. Put it back in a sack and stash it over on the drafting 
board there. 

The Cuarrman. They didn’t leave it there at night, did they? Leave 
the money just there at night ? 

Mr. Keuiry. I have seen it lay around there at night. I have seen 
it ay around there for 2 or 3 weeks. 

The Cuamman. It must be a common commodity, with nobody much 
interested, 

Mr. Ketiry. I will tell you, it was handled like a sack of potatoes. 
That is exactly how it was handled. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. They were interested so far as you were concerned, 
in only finding out who was delinquent ? 

Mr. Krurey. That is right. 

Mr. Apterman. That was your function, to find out who was 
delinquent ? 
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Mr. Ketiry. Yes. 

Mr. ApterMAN. And not how much was collected ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any further questions? 

Mr. Durry. When you first went into the union hall to get a work 
referral to go on the job, you didn’t sign any slip of paper at all at 
that time? 

Mr. Ketiry. I don’t recall. Do you mean for my referral ? 

Mr. Durry. For your work referral. 

Mr. Ketiry. No. 

Mr. ApteRMAN. Did you say that you ever signed any papers vol- 
unteering to pay the assessment ? 

Mr. Ketxery. I don’t recall it. Not on that job, but on the last job, 
at Pine Bluff. 

Mr. ApterMAN. I mean the arsenal job. 

Did you ever sign any papers volunteering to pay an assessment?! 

Mr. Ketiey. I don’t recall that. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Was this voluntary on your part or did you have 
to do it to get the job? 

Mr. Ketter. It was voluntary on everybody’s part if they wanted 
to work. 

Mr. ApterMAN. In other words, a condition of employment, 

Mr. Ketter. That is right. 

The CuatrmMan. Do we have a copy of his affidavit ? 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. I present to you here an affidavit that has already 
been made exhibit No. 7 to the record in this investigation. Will you 
examine it and state if that is your affidavit, Mr. Kelley, and if you 
gave it to the members of the staff of the committee ? 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Ketitry. They have that as Blaw-Knox Co., of Pittsburgh, 
Pa. That is their home office. 

Mr. Durry. That is their main office ? 

Mr. Kettey. Yes, it is. 

The Cuarrman. Is that your affidavit? 

Mr. Ketiry. We have here during that period I was not working 
with the tools, but I was working with the office keeping employ- 
ment and assessment records of everybody in the craft. 

Should we specify the time that I did that? I mean, because the 
first three months I was there 

Mr. Durry. I think your testimony has clarified that point. 

The CuarrmaNn. Is there anything in the affidavit that you want 
to clarify? Just make any statement you wish about the matter. It 
is just that since we put it into the record, we want you to identify 
it as your affidavit. Any explanation or clarification you want to 
make, you can do so. 

Mr. Munote. It is the one that you signed in El Dorado. 

Mr. Ketxiey. That is all right. 

The CuarrmMan. That is your affidavit that you gave to the staff? 

Mr. Ketuey. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Is there anything in the affidavit that you wish to 
amplify, clarify, or explain? 
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Mr. Ketiry. I don’t remember whether I had the social security 
numbers on those cards or not. It appears to me that they did, but I 
just wouldn’t be positive. 

The CuatrMan. Is there anything else? 

Mr. Keutey. It is all right. 

The CuatrMANn, Is there anything else you wish to state now, Mr. 
Kelley? Is there anything that you wish to state that you think 
would be of information ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Well, did they go into detail with you people on these 
petitions that they passed up there? 

The Cuarmman. Are you referring to some petitions? What do 
you mean 2 

Mr. Kettey. Soliciting donations for people that were off sick or 
something like that? Did they ever tell you how they handled that 
thing? 

The Cuamman. No, sir. We don’t have any information on that. 
You may tell us. What happened? I do not believe you mentioned 
it in your affidavit. 

Mr. Ketiry. No, I did not. They would pass a petition up there 
maybe twice a week with all that number of people on the job and 
get maybe from $1 to sometimes maybe $5 per person for that 
donation. 

The Cramrman. Who would pass the petition ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Well, the steward would instigate it. 

The Cuatrman. These stewards were working under Yocom, were 
they not? 

Mr. Ketiry. Yes, but the petition was coming from the office. 

The CuairmMan. Do you mean the union office ? 

Mr. Ketiny. The union office, to pass a petition for somebody, to 
take up some money for somebody. 

The CrHarrMan. Somebody was sick and it was for charity pur- 

ses ? 

Pr. Ketirey. That is right, somebody in the hospital and they are 
off sick. God knows how much money they would collect on the peti- 
tion, but this money would go back to the office and the recipient or 
the person that the money was being taken up for would eventually 
receive a check from local 706 marked “donation” for a certain amount 
of money. It is an evident fact that that money never was as much 
as collected on the job, and the names of the donors toward this peti- 
tion would never go to the recipient. 

The Cuamman. In other words, they took extra pay or donations 
from the men and then they would send the check out of the union? 

Mr. Ketiey. Out of the union, marked “donation” from the union 
to the recipient or the person that this money was being collected for. 
They would never send a list of the donors along with that. 

The CHatrman. Do you know whether the money they collected 
went into the union treasury or not ? 

Mr. Kettey. Where it went I don’t know. 

The Cuatrman. The audits or the records, if they kept records 
honestly, would show that they received so much donation. 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right, I would think. But where the money 
went, nobody knows. 

The Cuarrman. Do you have information on that? 
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Mr. Munptrr. I will state that 

The Cuarrman. Off the record a moment. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

The Cuatrman. Back on the record. 

How often, Mr. Kelley, would they make these solicitations for 
special donations to aid the sick ? 

Mr. Ketiry. Never a week would go by that you were not hit for 
one or two of them. 

Senator Muskie. Mr. Chairman ? 

The Cuarman. Senator Muskie. 

Senator Muskie. The name of the supposed recipient was always 
given by the solicitors? 

Mr. Ketiny. That is right. 

Senator Muskie. And the person who was named always received 
something ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right, but it would be in the form of a check 
from the local union marked “donation” from the local. 

Senator Musxir. But do you know that in each instance the recip- 
ient received less than was collected? Do you know that or was this 
simply rumor? 

Mr. Ketiey. I couldn’t swear to this. Well, in one instance I do 
know—well, I don’t know; I could not say that either. Because I don’t 
know how much money was taken up. But I do know that the amount 
that he got didn’t near come up to the amount of money that I esti- 
mated would have been taken off the job. When those petitions are 
passed out on a job like that, there is very few of those fellows that 
don’t donate, regardless of the cause. 

Senator Muskie. Do you know of the largest amount that was ever 
given to one of these recipients ? 

Mr. Ketiry. No, sir; 1 don’t. 

Senator Musxte. Were the amounts pretty uniform for each recip- 
ient? 

Mr. Ketxey. I don’t know. The records would be the only way to 
get it there. And then their flower fund, it would be the same way. 
If somebody would die, they would come around and take up a big 
donation. 

The Cuatrman. For flowers ? 

Mr. Ketiey. For flowers. Maybe everybody on the job would get 
2 bits or 4 bits. How much they would take up, goodness only knows, 
with that many people you could imagine. 

The Cuarmman. You could buy an interest in a flowershop, could 
you not ? 

Mr. Ketxry. That is right. That is just some of the things. 

The Cuatrman. How long did you continue to work there? Until 
the job was completed ? 

Mr. Ketiry. No, sir. The job wasn’t near over when I left. I left 
there on May 30. Of course, I believe I was in the second reduction 
in force, the second or third reduction in force. 

The CuarrmMan. Do you attend any union meetings? 

Mr. Ketiey. Very few. 

The Cuarrman. Why? 

Mr. Ketuxry. I did ne like the procedures that went on, the way 
they operated. 
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The CuarrMAN. What do you mean about “the procedures”? 

Mr. Ketiey. I mean whatever the Griffins wanted to happen, they 
obviously would have a premeeting conference and get their henchmen 
to come up with what they wanted, put it on the floor, and when it was 
introduced on the floor, some guy would get up and say, “I second 
the motion,’ >and it would go. Maybe they would have a very weak 
“aye” ’ vote on it and the cone clusion would be, “The ‘ayes’ have it, and it 
isso ordered,” and there it goes. 

The CuHatrMAN. Have you observed any rank and file members or 
others opposing any action desired by the Griffins ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Who were discriminated against ? 

The CatrMan. Have you opposed anyone opposing some of these 
things on the floor? 

Mr. Kerry. That is right, certainly. My brother was one of them. 

The Cuarrman. What happened ? 

Mr. Ketiey. My brother was on the finance committee there. He 
saw What was going on. He pulled out in 1953. That was J. D., the 
boy that I wanted you boys to contact. He is in Greenland. He 
worked on that finance committee. He could tell you a lot that I don’t 
know. 

The CuatrMan. We haven't been able to get him. 

Mr. Kevtiry. He is in Greenland. He will be in, in October. 

The Cuarrman. Wemight get him a little later. 

Let me ask you this, Mr. Kelley: The charge has been made, this 
information has come to us, and if you can pinpoint anything along 
this line, please do so. I am not trying to put words into your ‘mouth, 
but the ¢ sharge has been made that if anyone opposes the Griflins—and 
I might say Earl is business manager and general organizer, is he not? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is correct. 

The CratrMan. For the international union ? 

Mr. Ketter. He still runs the local. 

The CuHarrMan. But he still runs that local. And his brother, 
Ermon Griffin, occupies what position ? 

Mr. Ketiry. He is just business manager pro tem, you might say. 

The CuatrMan. Ear] really runs it? 

Mr. Kettey. Ear! is still the ramrod. I imagine if those telephone 
calls could be checked on those statements, that a big percentage of 
them would be calls to Texas and Oklahoma, since he has been in that 
territory. 

The Cuamrman. What I wanted to ask you is this: Since the Grif- 
fins, you say, are running it, or bossing it, have you observed people 
in union meetings making protests or “objecting to some proceeding 
that was taking place, or some action that was proposed by the leader- 
ship, by Griffin, which they opposed, and have you obser ved thereafter 
any action taken by the leadership against them in the nature of 
reprisals ? 

Mr. Ketiry. Well, only in the way of getting a runaround in going 
on jobs. 

The CHarrman. What do you mean by that? 

Mr. Kexxry. I mean they just would not get out on a job. For 
instance, I was just talking to a fellow on the Helena job, while I was 
there. 

The CuarrMan. That is a job under construction now ? 
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Mr. KELey. That is right. We were just talking there one day, 
His name is Larry, and one of the boys who has been discri iminated 
against. As a matter of fact, all of the boys on that Helena job are 
people that Griffin has discriminated against, you might say; 90 per- 
cent of them are people who have not worked because they have op- 
posed the Griffin regime. 

The CHAIRMAN. In other words, if a member of the Griffin union, 
local 706, opposes Griffin, he is discriminated against with respect to 
work ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Do the Griffins assign the jobs? 

Mr. Ketiey. Certainly; definitely. 

The CHarrman. You mean you have to go to Griffin to get a job? 

Mr. Keer. Well, it isn’t that way now. I mean, that is the way 
_ a these people went on the job at Helena. They went around 

riffin. 

The Cxarrman. Up until the Helena job that occurred recently, you 
had to go to Griffin to get a job? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is right. He held his finger on it. 

The Cuatrman. If you did not get along with him, you did not 
work ? 

Mr. Keutry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Are there a number of people in that union who can 
testify to that? 

Mr. Kerry. If they will. Some of them will and some of them 
are afraid to. 

The Cuatrman. Some of them will and some are afraid to? 

Mr. Ketxey. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Why are they afraid? 

Mr. Ketiry. Afraid of the repercussions it will have. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know this as a matter of fact? And I un- 
derstand this is in the evidence: that men have been denied work, 
whereas others who did go along with the Griffins were given sub- 
stantially continuous work ? 

Mr. Ketiery. Definitely. 

The Cuatrman. You know that to be a fact ? 

Mr. Ketxey. I know that to be a fact; definitely. 

The Cuarrman. Did you ever oppose the Griffins in the long haul? 

Mr. Ketiry. Openly, no. 

The CHarrman. Why? 

Mr. Kettry. Well, like all the rest of them, I guess. Of course, I 
haven’t been there. I have been away from there since about 2 years 
ago. I just did not hang around and solicit his efforts in getting me 
jobs; I would get my own job. I came back there in the first part of 
1958. 

I will tell you what happened while I was in Delaware, for instance. 
Well, when I finished in Delaware, I had just gone on a job in 
New Jersey, and I was jobsite office manager for ‘the contractor up 
there. We had just kicked the job off. Ermon sent me a wire and 
told me to call him collect. I called him collect and asked him what 
he had. Hesaid, “We need you on the job out here at Pan American.” 

I said, “For doing what?” 
an said, “Working in the office for Curtis like you did at Pine 

uff. 
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Isaid, “What does it pay ?” 

He said, “It pays you $3.35 an hour.” 

I said, “Ermon, I am making considerably more than that now, 
and I am doing the jobsite office manager’s job for this fellow. The 
job has just kicked off and I will be here until we finish it, and for 
that money I wouldn’t consider pulling in anyhow.” 

He said, “Well, 1 just wanted you to know about it.” 

I said, “I hope 1 don’t jeopardize myself with you by refusing.” 

So he said, “Well, you won't.” 

So it just passed off at that. I went on and stayed up there a year 
or a year and a half until we got this job finished with the company 
I was with, and I came on down to El Dorado. He sent me right on 
up to to this = in Pine Bluff, the International Paper job. I went 
up there on the night shift and stayed up there a couple of months. 
The first layoff that came up, I was in it. I went back to El Dorado 
and then he sent me over to a little old job, and I went over there and 
worked a couple of months. That was the last—no, I did another, 
about a 2-month stretch on the Badger job. That was the last work. 

The CuarrmMan. You had just turned down a job, but you had not 
actually crossed him ¢ 

Mr. Ketzey. That is right. I knew what the score was when he 
called and asked me to come on this job with Curtis. I knew he was 
a heavy drinker and I didn’t want to put up with what was involved. 

The CuatrMan. May I ask you this: This man Yocom, would he 
come in and get those sacks of money and take them out and take them 
to El Dorado? 

Mr. Kettey. “Red,” George Wolfe, Curtis, any one of the three. 

(At this point Senator Ervin entered the hearing room.) 

The CuHairmMan. “Red” Yocom was the chief steward ? 

Mr. Keviry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Porter was what? 

Mr. Ketiey. Porter, I think—his capacity was superintendent of 
the fabricating shop. 

The Cuamman. He was one of the superintendents ? 

Mr. Ketiey. He was an area superintendent; that is what he was. 

The Coamman. In the union? 

Mr. Ketiry. Well, on the job. Sure, he was for the union. 

The Cuatrman. But what official position did he have in the union? 

Mr. Keiitey. At that time? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Ketxey. I believe he was vice president. 

The Cuatrrman. And who was the other one? Curtis? Who was 
Curtis? 

Mr. Ketiey. That is who I am talking about, Curtis Porter. 

The Cuatrman. He and Yocom were the one, principally, that 
would pick up this money ? 

Mr. Ketiry. That is right. 

The CuHatrmMan. What would be Yocom’s condition frequently at 
the close of business when he would start home, when he would pick 
up these sacks of money ? 

Mr. Ketiey. Well, I have seen him pretty high when he would 
leave the job. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know how they would carry the money, 
whether they stuck it around in the car or not ? 
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Mr. Keviey. Well, we had a parking area and we would have to go 
through the alleys, the clock alleys, to get to the cars. 

The CuHarrmMan. They just picked it up in paper sacks and carried 
it out to the car? 

Mr. Keuiey. That is right; out through the clock alley. 

The Cuatrman. Are there any further questions? 

Senator Muskie. No questions. 

The Cuarrman. If we think of anything, you may wait outside, 

Mr. Ketiey. All right, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Call the next witness. Senator Ervin will swear 
the witness. 

(At this point Senator McClellan withdrew from the hearing 
room. ) 

Senator Ervin. Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you shall 
give before this Senate subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Gamo. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF 0. G. GAMMILL 


Senator Ervin. State for the record your name, your residence 
and your occupation. 

Mr. Gamoiti. My name is O. G. Gammill. I live at 926 Kinwood, 
E] Dorado, Ark. 

Senator Ervin. Mr. Gammill, the committee would like to advise 
you that you have the right to be represented by counsel if you so 
desire. The committee would like to find out whether you desire to 
exercise that right or whether you are willing to waive it. 

Mr. Gammiti. Well, I w ould be willing to waive it. If I should get 
into any trouble, I will ask Mr. Duffy to help me out. 

Senator Ervin. Well, Mr. Duffy is on the committee staff. 

Mr. Durry. I will get him an outside attorney, then, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. You say at the present time you are willing to waive 
the benefit of counsel ? 

Mr. GamMiLt. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. If at any time during the course of the proceedings 
you feel like you need to consult with counsel, you may let the com- 
mittee know, and the committee will take steps to see at that time 
that you have the right to counsel of your choice. 

Counsel of the committee can now proceed to interrogate Mr. Gam- 
mill, 

Mr. ApLterMAN. Were you employed by the Lion Oil Co. in 1952? 

Mr. GamMiu. Yes, sir; I was. 

Mr. Apterman. Where is that located ? 

Mr. Gammity. That is north of El Dorado, Ark. 

Mr. Apterman. What union were you a member of ? 

Mr. Gamnitu. The International Association of Machinists, Local 
224. 

Mr. ApterMan. Were you ever a member of the 706 of the Pipe 
Fitters Union? 

Mr. Gammiuu. No, sir. 

Mr. AptermMan. Did they have a strike at the Lion Oil Co. in 1952? 

Mr. GamMih. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. ApLteRMAN. As a result of that strike, did many of the men of 
the Lion Oil Co. go to work on the Government arsenal at Pine 
Bluft ? 

Mr. GAMMILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ADLERMAN. Were you one of them ? 

Mr. Gammiu. I was one of them; yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLteRMAN. How did you get work at the Pine Bluff Arsenal ? 

Mr. GammMiLu. I went to the office of the Steamfitters. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Whereabouts? 

Mr. GamMitt. In El Dorado. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. And what happened there ? 

Mr. Gamitt. When I walked up to the window, I told them that 
I would like to have a card to go to work, a permit. He laid a piece 
of paper out there, or she, the secretary, and I wrote my name down 
on this paper, and they had a thing of whether you wanted to work 
nights or days, and I preferred the day job. She issued me a little 

ermit and I went on to Pine Bluff and started. 

(At this point Senator McClellan entered the hearing room.) 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did that sheet of pap r that you signed, which 
provided for whether you wanted to work night or day, provide any 
consent to pay any fees for the privilege of working? 

Mr. GAMMILL. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did you ever sign any consent or a statement that 
you were willing to pay a voluntary fee of $3.50 a week? 

Mr. GamnMiILu. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did you goto work on the Pine Bluff job? 

Mr. GAMMILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AptermMAN. How long did you work on that job? 

Mr. GamMiti. Approximately 3 months. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. And during that time, when did you first know that 
you were required to pay $3.50 a week ? 

Mr. Gamnity. I had been working there about a week, I guess. 

Mr. ApterMAN. And what happened ? 

Mr. GamMiutu. Well, there was general talk that we was going to be 
assessed $3.50 a week, on the first Monday after the first payday that 
we drew; our foreman was taking up money from different guys and 
T just got in line and marched by and paid him. 

The CHamrMan. You paid him how much? 

Mr. GamMIL.. I gave him $7. 

The Cuarrman. That was for 2 weeks? 

Mr. GamMmiu. Yes, sir; for 2 weeks, the first time. 

The CHarrman. Who was your foreman ? 

Mr. Gamminn. Joe Gammill. 

The Cuatrman. Is he here as a witness? 

Mr. Gamnu. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. That was your brother? 

Mr.GamnMiLu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AptermMan. Did you pay the $3.50 a week for every week that 
you worked after that ? 

Mr. GamMi.. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApteRMAN. Did you ever get a receipt ? 

Mr. GamMILL. Never. 

Mr. ApterMan. Did you ever question the fact that you were 
entitled toa receipt ? 
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Mr. GammMiL.. Well, I asked him one time if I could have a receipt 
just for income tax purposes, if I wanted to file it on my thing, and he 
said, “You won’t need it.” 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Who was that ? 

Mr. Gamnoitt. My brother. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did you ever speak to Mr. Yocom about that ? 

Mr. Gamniu. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. Did you ever have any commpisints that you made to 
Mr. Yocom about the payment of $3.50 a week ¢ 

Mr. Gammu. I personally never made any complaints; no, sir, 

aa ApterMan. Did you ever speak to Mr. Yocom concerning this 
at all? 

Mr. Gamnity. No, sir. 

Mr. ADLERMAN. At that time, did you know whether or not the other 
men from the Lion Oil Co. job, from the Machinists Union, were 
paying that $3.50 a week ? 

Mr. Gammnitu. In the shop that I was working in, we all paid, 
Usually on Monday morning, following payday, everybody lined up 
and paid the man off. 

Mr. Apterman. How many men were there that you talked to about 
this payment ? 

Mr. Gamnitu. Let me understand that question. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did you talk to a lot of men who worked on the 
Lion Oil job at the request of Mr. Mundie? 

Mr.Gammiu. Yes. 

Mr. AptermAN. How many men did you talk to? 

Mr. Gamnity. Well, I have talked to practically all the men that 
works out there in the maintenance department. 

(At this point Senator Muskie withdrew from the hearing room.) 

Mr. ApLerMAN. Did you gather up a statement from these men ? 

Mr.Gammi.u. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Gammill, I hand you here what appears to bea 
statement signed by a number of people to the effect that they worked 
on this job at Pine Bluff and that they paid $3.50 each week. 

I will ask you first to examine that statement and see if that is the 
statement that you passed around and secured signatures to. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(At this point Senator Muskie entered the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Gammiti. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You secured the signatures to that statement ? 

Mr. Gamnitt. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did you misrepresent any of the facts to the men 
who signed it or did you only let them read it and asked them to sign 
it if it was true ? 

Mr. Gammitt. I gave them this petition, this affidavit, and they 
read it and they signed it. 

The Cuarrman. You knew those men personally, most of them, did 

ou ? 
. Mr.Gamuitu. Yes, sir; I worked with all of them. 

The Cuarrman. You worked with all of them and you knew them? 

Mr. GammiLi. Yes. 

The Cuairman. This petition or statement has been made exhibit 6 
in the record of these hearings before the previous committee. I now 
present you an affidavit which appears to have been signed by you. 
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I will ask you to examine this affidavit and see if you gave that to 
a member of the committee staff with respect to what you knew about 
the matter. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. GAMMILL. Yes, sir; that is it. 

The CHarrMAN. That isalsoa part of exhibit 6. 

So the — who signed this statement about having worked on 
this job and having paid the $3.50, you procured their signatures in 
person ¢ 

Mr. GaMMILL. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. And they knew the statement they were giving and 
that it was fact ? 

Mr. GamMiu. Yes, sir. 

The CuairMan. That is as stated in your affidavit ? 

Mr. Gammiti. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. May I ask you, do you know anybody that worked 
on that job at Pine Bluff at that time that didn’t pay the $3.50 a week ? 

Mr. GAmnitn. Well, I knew of two or three that were let out from 
the job because they didn’t pay. 

The CHarrman. I mean continued working. Was anybody able 
to continue working down there unless they paid that $3.50 ? 

Mr. Gammitt. No, sir; I don’t know of any. 

The CuHarrman. You do know of some, I believe, that were let out 
because they didn’t pay ? 

Mr. Gamoitu. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. But it was a requirement that they had to meet if 
they worked; is that true? 

Mr. GamMitt. That is true. I heard my brother say—— 

The CHarrman. You mentioned your brother a while ago. What 
position did he have with the union, if any ? 

Mr. Gammitu. He wasa foreman. 

The CuatrmMan. He wasn’t an officer in the union ? 

Mr. GammiLt. No, sir. 

The CuairMANn. But he was a foreman over the job? 

Mr. Gamnitt. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Did he get his instructions with reference to col- 
lecting this $3.50 from the officers of the union ? 

Mr. GAMMILL. Well, that I couldn’t answer. 

The CuHatrman. You couldn’t answer that. All right, go ahead 
with what you started to say about your brother. 

Mr. Gammitn. Well, in a kiddinglike way he told us any number 
of times, whenever he was collecting this money, he said, “Well, boys, 
if you all want to work here next week, get in line.” 

The CuarrMan. “If you want to work here next week, get in line”? 

Mr. Gamaitu. Yes, sir. Of course, he was more or less kidding the 
men, but they knew if they didn’t get in line, they wouldn’t be there 
next week. 

The Cuatrman. There wasn’t any doubt about what the conse- 
quences would be if they didn’t pay ; is that right ? 

Mr.Gamniu. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. He may have said it in a joking way, but at any 
rate everybody got in line. 

Mr. Gammitu. Everybody got in line; yes, sir. 
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The Cuatrman. And paid their money. 

Mr. Gamniu. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMan. How many men from Lion Oil Co. worked on that 
job, roughly ? 

Mr.Gammuiuu. Well, roughly I would say 400 people. 

Mr. Apterman. And none of them were members of the pipefitters 
union ? 

Mr. Gammitt. Yes; we have some half dozen that are members of 
the pipefitters. 

The CuHarrman. It is very few, but the bulk of them were not? 

Mr. Gamoniti. That is right. 

Mr. Durry. And they did not get receipts for the money they 
paid ? 

Mr. Gammitt. The book people did. 

Mr. Durry. The members of local 706 were furnished receipts, but 
the permit people were not furnished receipts ? 

Mr. Gamoitz. That is correct, sir. 

The CuHarrman. Is there anything further? Are there any other 
questions? If not, thank you very much. 

Call the next witness. 

Mr. AptermMan. Mr. Duffy. 

The CuarrMan. Be sworn, please. 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Durry. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LaVERN J. DUFFY 


The Carman. Identify yourself for the record. 

Mr. Durry. I am a staff investigator on this committee and I reside 
at 110 D Street SE., Washington, D.C. 

The Carman. And you previously served as a staff investigator 
on the Senate Select Committee on Improper Activities in the Labor 
or Management Field on loan from the staff of this subcommittee, 
did you not? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Now you have returned to this subcommittee? 

Mr. Durry. Right, Senator. 

The Cuamman. And you served in that capacity during the life 
of the Senate select committee ? 

Mr. Durry. Correct. 

The CuarrMan. Proceed. 

Mr. AptERMAN. Mr. Duffy, did you make a study of the laws which 
affect the payment of permit fees, assessments and dobies ? 

Mr. Durry. I did. 

Mr. ApLteRMAN. Both the State law of Arkansas, the Federal law, 
and also the constitution of the pipefitters union ¢ 

Mr. Durry. I did. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. Will you tell us the manner in which dobies or 
assessments are collected and the nature of these assessments and 
dobies ? 

Mr. Durry. Well, I categorize these collections in two ways. First, 
there are the permit people, the people who are not members of any 
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particular local or any particular union. They go into a union hall 
and are given a referral order to go on the job. ‘They do not join the 
union. They are classified as permit people to work on the job. 

The Cuairman. They are there by the grace of the union, although 
they are not members? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. ‘They have made terms with the union that permits 
them to work? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. There is a section of the constitution of the 
International Association, of the Steamfitters and Plumbers Un- 
10n—— 

The Cuarrman. You do have a copy of the international constitu- 
tion ? 

Mr. Durry. That was in existence during this period. 

The CHatrMan. What is the date of that? 

Mr. Durry. 1951. 

The Cuatrman. Is that their published document as their consti- 
tution ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, Senator. It was changed in 1956, but this is the 
constitution that was in existence at that time. 

The CuarrmMan. Where was that document procured ? 

Mr. Durry. From the files of the international association here in 
Washington. 

The CuarrMan. Procured from the international office here in 
Washington ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The CHarrman. That document may be made exhibit No. 19 for 
reference. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 19” for ref- 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

Mr. Durry. I will read section 153 that applies to the permit people. 
The section states: 

No permits shall be given or issued to anyone by any local union or representa- 
tive thereof who is not a member of the united association or who has not been 
accepted by the local union and is paying an application fee for admittance to 
the united association. Upon failure to comply with this section, local unions 
will be subject to discipline according to the constitution by the general execu- 
tive board. 

This section prohibits the issuance of permits on the job. 

The Cuarrman. That isthe international ? 

Mr, Durry. The international association. 

The CuarrMan. So it is your contention that from this, these col- 
lections were in violation of the international constitution ? 

Mr. Durry. Correct. And in that connection, there is also a Federal 
kickback statute. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Before we leave that, were there any specific in- 
structions given by the international to the locals 155, 655, and 706 
regarding the collection of any assessment ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct; there was. 

The Cuatmrman. Before you get into that, you better lay the ground 
for it. 

There were two other locals of the Steamfitters and Plumbers Union 
in that general area, were there not, where this job was in process ? 

Mr. Durry. Correct, Senator. 
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The Cuatrman. One of those locals was at Pine Bluff, Ark., where 
this job was being carried out ? 

Mr. Dourry. Correct. 

The Cuarrman. The other was at Little Rock, about 40 miles away? 

Mr. Dorry. That is correct, Senator. 

The Cuarman. So you had the members of three locals working 
on the job outside permit folks? 

Mr. Dorry. Correct, 

The Cuamman. Did these three locals enter into an agreement with 
respect to how this job would be handled between them ? 

Mr. Durry. They did, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. Do you havea copy of that agreement ? 

Mr. Durry. I do, Senator, and it has already been printed in the 
record as exhibit No. 1. 

The Cuarrman. It is exhibit No. 1in the record. These three locals, 
through their officers, including Mr. Earl Griffin, who has been busi- 
ness manager for local 706, entered into an agreement, did they not, 
which has been made exhibit No. 1? 

Mr. Dorry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Whereby they agreed that the work would be under 
the jurisdiction of local 706, and that this assessment fee, these moneys 
that would be collected after the expenses were paid, would be divided 
equally among the three locals; is that correct ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. So there was an agreement with respect to juris- 
diction entered into between the three locals in the area, and with 
respect to how the proceeds or the moneys received from these assess- 
ment charges would be divided after expenses ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, Senator. 

The CHatrman. It provided that local 706 should have the juris- 
diction over the jobs? 

Mr. Durry. That is right, Senator. 

The Cuairman. And that the moneys, then, should be divided as I 
have indicated ? 

Mr. Durry. Correct. 

The CuarrMan. Please proceed. 

You said after that—well, what came up about the charging of 
these fees ? 

Mr. Durry. On September 3, 1951, a wire was sent to Dave Dove, 
business representative of local 155, and on the same day a wire was 
also sent by the international union to Mr. Ray Chambless, business 
representative of 665, informing them in effect that no assessments 
should be collected by local 706 from either local 655 or 155. As I 
say, the date of this is September 3, 1951. 

The CuatrMan. That is about the time the project got underway? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The CuHatrman. That is from the international representative to 
those locals telling them, in effect, that this arrangement was not 
proper and should not be done? 

Mr. Durry. Assessments should not be collected from these two 
locals by local 706. 

The CHarrman. In other words, local 706 had no right to collect 
an assessment from the other two locals who were in the general 
vicinity ? 
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Mr. Durry. Correct. 

The CuarrmaN. In fact, either of the other two locals were closer 
to the job at El] Dorado; were they not ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

Senator Musxiz. Did this authorize 706 to collect these permit 
assessments ? 

Mr. Durry. The constitution itself prohibits the collection of 

ermits. This says assessments should not be collected. So I would 
think that would cover any type of charges for these people being 
allowed to work on that job. But, Senator, I want to make this clear: 
People from local 655 and local 155 were members of their own locals. 
They were paying dues to their own local union. They were not 
members of local 706. 

The Cuarrman. And they were objecting to the paying of this? 

Mr. Durry. They felt if they were going to make any contribution, 
the equity should move in the direction of their own local union. 
That 1s probably why they got some of the money from the joint 
venture agreement, because they were making a contribution here, too. 

Senator Musxir. What I wanted to make clear was whether or not 
706 was prohibited from collecting from their own members. 

Mr. Durry. No; 706 was allowed to collect from their own members 
The constitution sets that forth. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, they could legally do so by voting 
an assessment, the union voting an assessment, but they had no au- 
thority to vote an assessment—that is this point—against the union 
members in other locals. 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

Senator Musxir. And nonunion members. 

Mr. Durry. And nonunion members, according to the constitution. 

The CuHarrman. Is there anything further? | 

Mr. Durry. Those telegrams that you referred to are exhibit 8—A. 
They were printed in the record at page 83 of the executive session. 

We have the Federal statute involved, the Federal kickback statute, 
title 18, section 874. Could I read that? 

The CHarrmMan. All right. 

Mr. Durry (reading) : 

Whoever by force, intimidation, or threat of procuring dismissal from em- 
ployment, or by any other manner whatsoever induces any person employed 
in the construction, prosecution, completion or repair of any public building, 
public work, or building or work financed in whole or in part by loans or grants 
from the United States, to give any part of the compensation to which he is 
entitled under this contract of employment, shall be fined not more than $5,000 
or imprisoned not more than 5 years. 

So it is a felony. 

The CuHarrmMan. Under that, would the question arise that if the 
officers of local 706 exacted this assessment and then converted that 
money to their own use instead of making it available to the union for 
union purposes, in other words, failed to account for it to their own 
local, they would be guilty of exacting and taking a kickback out of 
funds from which this statute prohibits their receiving any money; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. All right. 
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Mr. Durry. I might state that in my interpretation of this law, the 
doby money, which would be permit money and moneys extracted 
from locals 665 and 155, would fall under this Federal kickback 
statute. Collections from both of those sources would be violative of 
that statute. 

The Arkansas State statute has also been violated, title 81, sections 
202 and 204. I will read section 202: 

No person shall be denied employment because of membership in Or affilia- 
tion with a labor union, nor shall any person be denied employment because 
of failure or refusal to join an affiliate of a labor union— 


and here is the important part— 

nor shall any person, unless he shall voluntarily consent in writing to do so, 
be compelled to pay dues or any other monetary consideration to any labor 
organization as a prerequisite to conditions of or continuance of employment. 

The CrHarrMan. That is the State law, what is known as a right- 
to-work law. 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. This law went on the books in 1947, 
the State statute. 

The Cuatrman. I think it is an initiated act, voted for by the 
people. 

Mr. Durry. Yes; in 1944. 

That clearly covers these permit people, Senator, who went into the 
office of the local union and signed nothing. 

The CHatrman. I may as well get this into the record at this 
point. 

In the course of conducting this investigation and interrogating 
prospective witnesses for these hearings, have you talked to Earl 
Griffin, Ermon Griffin, and Red Yocom in an effort to get informa- 
tion from them regarding the subject matters under inquiry, per- 
taining to the business and affairs of this local union ? 

Mr. Durry. I have attempted to interview each one of those three 
individuals, particularly with reference to this assessment money, 
and they have stated to me, and to Mr. Mundie, and through their 
attorneys, that they would not discuss this subject unless they ap- 
peared before the committee here in Washington. 

The Cuarrman. You have tried, have you, to get the information? 
In other words, have they been given an opportunity to give any 
explanation to you that they cared to about it, and you sought in- 
formation from them about it? 

Mr. Durry. A number of times, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. And they have persisted in their position that they 
will only talk when they come before the committee ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 

The Cuairman. Is there anything further ? 

Mr. Apterman. Nothing further at this moment. We will have 
Mr. Duffy back on the stand a little later. 

We will call Mr. Gray as the next witness. 

The Cuamman. Would you be sworn, please, sir? 

You do solemnly swear the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Gray. I do. 


| 
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TESTIMONY OF LANCE D. GRAY 


The CHARMAN. State your name, your place of residence, and your 
business or occupation. 

Mr. Gray. Iam Lance Gray. My residence is 1308 South Jackson. 
Ihave a drive-in cafe in FE] Dorado. 

The CHAIRMAN. You now own a drive-in cafe in El Dorado? 

Mr. Gray. Right. 

The CuatrMAN. You waive the right of counsel; do you? 

Mr. Gray. I beg your pardon ? 

The CHarrMan. You waive the right of counsel; do you? You 
don’t want a lawyer representing you while you testify; do you? 

Mr. Gray. No; that is right. 

The CHarrMan. You have talked to members of the staff of the 
committee regarding information you have in which the committee 
may be interested ¢ 

Mr. Gray. I have. 

The Cuatrman. You know the general subject of this inquiry ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrMAN. Have you ever been a member of a local union ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The Coarman. What union? 

Mr. Gray. 706. 

The CuairMan. There in El Dorado, Ark. ? 

Mr. Gray. I have been a member of 706. I am now a member of 
655, which is in Pine Bluff. 

The CuarrMan. You are now a member of the same union, only the 
Pine Bluff local ? 

Mr. Gray. Well, according to the United Association; that is right. 

The Cramman. You are in the same international union but in a 
different local now in Pine Bluff? 

Mr. Gray. A different local. 

The Cuatrman. The local in Pine Bluff is 655 and the local in 
El Dorado is 706? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The CuHairMAN. You were first a member of 706 ? 

Mr. Gray. Right. 

The CuatrmMan. You are now in private enterprise, business for 
yourself ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Counsel, will you proceed, please ? 

Mr. AptermMan. Did you work on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAN. And between what years? 

Mr. Gray. That was in—I believe it was 1951 to 1953. 

(At this point Senator McClellan withdrew from the hearing room.) 

Mr. ApLERMAN. What was your position there ? 

Mr. Gray. I was foreman and then I got promoted to general fore- 
man. . 

Mr. Apterman. As general foreman you had how many foremen 
under you? 

Mr. Gray. It varied from maybe three or four to six or seven. 

Mr. ApterMAN. How much jurisdiction did you have? How many 
men did you have under you? 
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Mr. Gray. Approximately at the most it was about 75, 65 or 75, 
something like that. ? 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Were you given instructions by Mr. Yocom to 
collect the assessments while you were a foreman ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Apterman. And how much were you told to collect ? 

Mr. Gray. Well, it was $3.50. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. For each man in your crew ? 

Mr. Gray. For each member, per week. , 

Mr. ApterMAN. Were you given any instructions about giving 
receipts ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. What were your instructions about giving receipts? 

Mr. Gray. I was to give receipts to members of local 706 only. 

Mr. ApterMAN. How about the permitmen ? 

Mr. Gray. The permitmen? No receipts to permitmen. 

Mr. ApterMAN. How about the men who came from other localities 
like 655 or 155? 

Mr. Gray. No receipts to nobody except the members of 706. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. Were you told by Mr. Yocom that if a man did 
not pay his assessment he would be terminated ? 

Mr. Gray. I was told by Mr. Yocom if a man did not pay it, for 
me to terminate him. 

-Mr. ADLERMAN. You were told to run him off. 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

Mr. ApterMAN. You were told torun him off the job? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

Mr. Apterman. Did any of the men fail to pay their assessments? 

Mr. Gray. To my knowledge, the guys that worked for me all 
paid it. 

Mr. ApteRMAN. Did the men ever complain to Mr. Yocom, in your 
presence, about the fact that they weren’t getting receipts ¢ 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AptermMan. And what did Mr. Yocom say ? 

Mr. Gray. Well, he just “sung a song and a dance.” I don’t re- 
member the particular words that was said, but it was just to tell them 
if they don’t like their jobs they can find themselves another job. 
That was one statement that was made. 

Mr. Apterman. Did you, yourself, have a discussion with Mr. 
Yocom about the failure to give these receipts? Did he tell you who 
was responsible for it ? 

(At this point Senator McClellan entered the hearing room.) 

Mr. Gray. He said, “That is what the little man said to do.” 

Mr. ApLterMAN. Who did he mean by “the little man” ? 

Mr. Gray. Earl Griffin. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Was that the term that was applied to Mr. Griffin 
generally around the job, “the little man”? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. He used that term quite frequently. 

‘The Cuarrman. He had used it himself ? 

Mr. Gray. No; Red Yocom used the term of “the little man,” re- 
ferring to Earl. 

The Cuarrman. Everybody knew that “little man” meant him ? 

Mr, Gray. Yes, sir. The term was used quite frequently. 
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Mr. ApterMaNn. Generally speaking, was there much grumbling by 
the men about their failure to get their receipts? 

Mr. Gray. No, sir; not a whole lot of grumbling, on the basis of 
this; that to my knowledge they knew better than to grumble because 
of the way the situation was set up down there. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. They didn’t make any complaints to Mr. Yocom? 

Mr. Gray. They couldn’t afford to. 

Mr. ApLermMaNn. Did they make any complaints to you or the other 
foremen on a confidential basis ? 

Mr. Gray. On a confidential basis to a certain extent they did. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. They were afraid to talk to Mr. Yocom about it? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. What was their principal complaint to you? 

Mr. Gray. About the assessments? 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Gray. It was about not getting a receipt, just like we all like 
a receipt to show where our money is going, if it is income tax 
deductible. 

Mr. ApLtErMAN. In other words, they didn’t mind paying the money, 
but objected to the failure of getting receipts? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. Although there was a certain amount 
of grumbling that went on even amongst the members about having 
to pay somuch. We were taxed pretty much out of that local. 

The CuarrmMan. That would amount to around $18 a month for 
everybody who worked, and that is a pretty heavy levy; is it not? 

Mr. Gray. That is right; it is. 

The Cuairman. That is for the right to work? 

Mr. Gray. That sure is. There was quite a bit of grumbling going 
on about that, too. 

Mr. AptERMAN. At any time did the men who were permitmen 
or men from other locals ever sign any paper or give you a paper 
saying they were making a voluntary contribution ? 

Mr. Gray. Would you repeat that ? 

Mr. AprerMAN. Did any of the men who were permitmen, or men 
from other locals, like 655 or 155, did they ever sign a paper saying 
they were making a voluntary contribution of $3.50 a week? 

Mr. Gray. No. 

Let me clarify myself. When I was a foreman, I did take up the 
assessments or give them the slip. But at that time the job was 
young. It was only mostly card men on it. I wouldn’t say they was 
all card men, but those under my supervision was. 

The CHatrmMan. Mostly what men ? 

Mr. Gray. The job was young and it was mostly card men on the 
job, members of the United Association. Everyone who worked for 
me at that time when I was foreman were members already. But after 
I got set up as general foreman, my men expanded, the men that worked 
for me, and I had permit men then and I had no contact with them 
direct on taking the assessments up. I let the foremen do that, and 
all the money, and also turn it in to Mr. Yocom. 

The Cuarrman. You did collect some of the money ? 

Mr. Gray. When I was foreman; yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Asa foreman you would collect the money ? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 
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The Cuarrman. Would that come in in envelopes? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir; we had envelopes there. 

The CHarrMAN. They would put the money in envelopes ? 

Mr. Gray. We had envelopes that had a receipt on the front, and 
at that time we would give receipts to everyone, or I would give every. 
one in my crew a receipt. I will put it that way, because they were 
members of 706. Then I was promoted to general foreman and left 
it up to the foremen. 

The Cuatrman. When did they stop giving receipts for this money 
they collected from those in 655 and 155 “and the permit people? 

Mr. Gray. They got in asquabble there over that. 

The Cuarrman. Who got in a squabble ? 

Mr. Gray. Who it was, I don’t know. It was the BA’s and some of 
the members of the local unions, and the particulars of it I don’t know, 
I didn’t sit in on any of the meetings. 

The Cuamman. What did you do with the money after you received 
it? 

Mr. Gray. As foreman, after I received the money I turned the 
money over to Red Yocom. 

The CHarrman. How did you turn it over to him? 

Mr. Gray. When the man brought it to me, I signed a receipt, give 
him a receipt, and carried it to him. He was usually down around the 
shop. Either he was there or Kelley. 

The CuatrMan. The question involved here is receipts. Were these 
local 706 men that you were giving receipts to ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. They continued to get receipts throughout the job, 
as I understand it. 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you collect any money from permit men ? 

Mr. Gray. No; I didn’t collect any money. You see, I wasn’t fore- 
man toolong. At the time I was foreman, the men that worked for me, 
direct for me, were 706 members. 

Mr. ApterMAN. While you were general foreman, you had four or 
five foremen who did collect from the permit men ? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

The CiarrRMAN. Do you know whether they gave receipts? 

Mr. Gray. They were instructed by me and “also by Red Yocom not 
to. 

The Cuamman. They were instructed by you and by Red Yocom 
not to give receipts to men of local 155 and of 665 and permit men! 

Mr. Gray. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. Why were such instructions given ? 

Mr. Gray. I don’t know. 

The Cuatrman. Why did you give them ? 

Mr. Gray. Why did I give receipts? 

The Cyatrman. Why ‘did you give such instructions? 

Mr. Gray. It was passed on to me by Red Yocom. I was instructed 
to do so. 

The Carman. In other words, Red Yocom was your superior? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. He was chief steward ? 

Mr. Gray. He was classed as a steward on the job; that is right. 
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The Cuamman. As chief steward ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, he was over all of the other 
stewards ¢ 

Mr. Gray. We only had one steward. He was the steward. 

The Cuamman. He was it ? 

Mr. Gray. He was it. 

The Cuarrman. And he gave the instructions to you and you passed 
them on down to the foremen ? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

The Cuamman. And? they obeyed your instructions ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Did you give an affidavit, Mr. Gray, some time ago 
to a member of the staff who interrogated you about this matter? 

Mr. Gray. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Would you identify that document I hand to you? 
Is that the affidavit you gave a member of the staff ? 

(The document was handed to the w itness. ) 

Mr. Gray. It is. 

The Cuatrman. It has heretofore been made exhibit No. 5 to the 
proceedings. I just wanted you to identify it. 

Mr. Gray. That is my signature and I read it over thoroughly at 
that time. 

The Cuatrman. And it states the facts? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anything further? 

Mr. ApteRMAN. I think we have covered this before, but I want to 
make it clear. When you advised your foremen not to give them 
receipts, that was on the instructions of Mr. Red Yocom? — 

Mr. Gray. That is true. 

Mr. Apterman. And when you questioned Mr, Red Yocom about 
the reason why they w ere not to get receipts, he s said, “That is the w ay 
the little man wants it,” and by that he meant Mr. Earl Griffin ? 

Mr. Gray. That is precisely right. 

The Cuatrman. How long did you remain a member of local 706? 

Mr. Gray. Well, off and on—you see, for a long time we had 
clearance cards. It was no problem to pick up the clearance card and 
drop it in and pick it up and drop it in some other local. 

The CHatrman. In other words, if you were going to work in an- 
other area, you would get a clearance card ? 

Mr. Gray. I usually did, because if you tried to get into the super- 
vision capac ity, it is always advisable to do that. 

The CrarrmMan. Do you know anything about the democracy that 
prevails in the local there with respect to the member ‘ship having 
any rights to voice their views or to question the action of its officers? 

Mr. Gray. Well, reminisce ing, there is quite a bit that goes on down 
there. I do know this, and I will use myself as an ex xample to show 
you how tight he runs his business. 

The Cuatrman. Who are you talking about running a business? 
Mr. Gray. Ear! Griffin. IT was to be set up as assistant superintend- 
ent on this Blaw-Knox job at the Pine Bluff Arsenal, and the day I 
was to be set up Red Yocom called him and he advised Red over the 
phone, in my presence, for me not to accept that job, and in turn Red 
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advised me what Earl said, and I knew his past procedures on how to 
get rid of a man so I wouldn’t accept the position. I stayed as a GF, 

The Cuarrman. Is there a general feeling among the local down 
there, the rank and file members, that they have to do what the Griffins 
want them to do or else they don’t work ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir; very much so. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know whether they do work or not if they 
don’t get along ? 

Mr. Gray. Some work because they keep their mouth shut and some, 
like myself, are a little outspoken and they don’t work. 

The CuHatrman. So those who oppose or question any action of 
the Griffins don’t work ? 

Mr. Gray. That is precisely right. 

The CHarrman. There is no question about that, and that is gen- 
erally known among all of them ? 

Mr. Gray. There is none whatsoever ; no question at all. 

The CuHarmman. Are there men down there of long seniority that 
you know of who have worked only sporadically for a number of 
years because they oppose him ? 

Mr. Gray. You are looking at one now. I am a charter member 
of that local. 

The Cuarrman. A charter member ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes,sir. I helped organize it. 

The Cuarman. You helped organize it ? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. You mean it has gotten that far out of control that 
your seniority is not recognized ? 

Mr. Gray. It has been that way since Griffin has been in there. 

The CHarrMan. In other words, since he came into office, the fact 
that you are one of the charter members and in good standing and so 
forth does not entitle you to work ? 

Mr. Gray. No, sir. 

The CHarmrman. May I ask you this, and I am trying to shorten 
this, not necessarily to lead you: Do you know of instances where 
regular members of your local union there, who have substantial 
seniority, have been refused work on a job while at the same time per- 
mit men and folks from other unions from the outside have been per- 
mitted to work by the Griffins ? 

Mr. Gray. The Blaw Knox job, I will use that for an example. 
I don’t know exactly how many permit men Earl Griffin sent to that 
job, but there was a considerable amount, because at the time Monsanto 
was on strike and also the American Oil was on strike. 

The CxHatrMan. In other words, three or four hundred people 
from El] Dorado alone went over there on permits ? 

Mr. Gray. That is right; on permits. I do know there were card 
men, some of them of pretty longtime standing, and I know of one 
particularly who was in longtime standing, and he finally did get on 
the job, but it was quite a while. 

I have been jeopardizing myself in trying to hire out through 
other locals because of Earl Griffin’s actions toward other locals’ 
memberships in trying to seek work in our locality. 

The Cuarrman. You mean even if you go outside the jurisdiction of 
local 706 and get work, you are liable to be discharged at the instance 
of Griffin ? 
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Mr. Gray. What I was referring to there, Mr. Senator, was there 
were members of other locals who were seeking work, and they would 
come through El Dorado, and they knew there was a lot of work 

oing onthere. That is the way you doin construction. You go where 
he work is. 

Mr. Griffin, he might have been fishing, or no telling where he was, 
but he wouldn’t see these guys. Some of them got out and some of them 
didn’t get out. If they caught him up there, maybe he would give 
them a referral and maybe he wouldn’t. 

The CuamMan. You mean he wouldn’t see the old standing mem- 
bers ? 

Mr. Gray. No; I mean of other locals. He did—presumably he did 
put all the members of local 706 to work eventually, but some of them 
were a little late. There were some permitmen up there before all 
the members goton. I willsay that. 

Did I get that clear to you ? 

What I am trying to say is what he did was he put those permit- 
ment to work and there were members from other locals, other locali- 
ties—in other words, other states—who were seeking work, and they 
came to Arkansas because they knew there was quite a bit of con- 
struction going on there. 

Maybe Griffin would see them and maybe he wouldn’t, and maybe 
he would give them a referral and maybe he wouldn’t. 

The CuarrmMan. Those people were not members of the local who 
had opposed him ? 

Mr Gna. They weren’t members of our local, but the United Asso- 
ciation says our book is good anywhere in the United States or 
Canada. 

The Cuarrman. I understand he probably discriminated against 
them, but that wouldn’t be due to the fact that they had opposed him 
in the operation of the local. 

Mr. Gray. No; they hadn’t opposed him. 

The CHatrman. What I was trying to pinpoint, if true, was what 
had occurred to members of that local, charter members like you and 
others of long seniority in the local, who may have opposed the pol- 
icies of Griffin, who may have opposed their actions or sought informa- 
tion about their official conduct in the unions. What has happened 
to some of them with respect to work? Have they been able to work 
or has he discriminated against them ? 

Mr. Gray. He has discriminated against some of them. 

The Cuarrman. Can you name some of them? 

Mr. Gray. C. R. Long, Plez Majors—well, we have one member 
here, Mr. Giles. He has been discriminated against. He hasn’t worked 
in 2 years now. 

The Cuatrman. He hasn’t worked in 2 years? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. That is because he opposed the Griffins, you say ? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. If I could think of them, there are not 
only a few, but there are a lot of them there. 

he Cuarrman. In other words, these come just to mind at the 
moment ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes. 
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The Cratrman. This is no trumped-up, prejudiced attitude or 
charge against the Griffins, but it is a reality, and you live with it and 
know it to be the fact ? 

Mr. Gray. It is the pure fact. 

The Crarrman. Why did you transfer from local 706 over to Pine 
Bluff? 

Mr. Gray. At the time, I was cleared in Lima, Ohio. That js 
where I worked last before I came back to the papermill, and I cleared 
up there because there was supposed to have been a split jurisdiction 
on this other job—well, wait a minute—the reason I am in there now 
is there was supposed to have been a split jurisdiction with El Dorado 
on the papermill work. 

The Carman. At Pine Bluff? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir; that was on the first job. And also split juris- 
diction on supervision, and Pine Bluff was lagging in supervision and 
I was advised at that time, J. C. Swales being business agent, to go 
back into Pine Bluff because that way it w ould look like a member of 
Pine Bluff would be set up as foreman or general foreman. 

The CuarrmMan. That was an interunion arrangement, then? 

Mr. Gray. Yes. 

The Cratrman. Your being up there isn’t due to your purposely 
leaving the El] Dorado union to go up there? I mean, for reasons of 
discrimination against you ? 

Mr. Gray. Well, I left El Dorado because I was discriminated 
against when I left there, because they had work going at Crossett 
and I was discriminated against by Earl Griffin again; he wouldn’t 
send me over there. 

There is no way to pinpoint it, but I was told there was a permit- 
man or two over there at that time. But there were some folks who 
were 6 months or a year or two old that were working and I couldn’t 
get in there—their permits were that old. 

The CuarrMan. You are now in business for yourself and you have 
no intention of returning to this work ? 

Mr. Gray. Not in the ne: ir future; no, sir. 

The CuHairman. Do you think this situation down there could be 
remedied ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir; if Earl Griffin was removed from the United 
Association, and Ermon. 

The CHarrman. In other words, if the power is vested in the inter- 
national officers under the constitution to remove officers, an inter- 
national officer, especially, since Earl Griffin is an _ international 
organizer now, I understand, although he dominates this union, still, 
surely the international executive board or somebody does have power 
to take disciplinary action against one who may have done the things 
that the testimony here indicates as of now possibly Griffin did. 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

The Cyarrman. Would it clean up that situation if you had an 
officer that would administer without discrimination ? 

Mr. Gray. I think so. You see, they haven’t had elections down 
there in years. 

The Cuatrman. You mean they haven’t had an election in this local 
in years? 

Mr. Gray. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. How many years? 
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Mr. Gray. Offhand, I don’t remember. What they got into the 
habit of doing—it has worked out pretty good for Earl there. It 
seems like, at about time for an election, there would be a job come 
up, a pretty nice-sized job, and he would have a petition passed, and 
it would say, “We will extend my term 4 or 5 more years and if you 
don’t sign that petition” 

The CuatrMAN. You don’t work? 

Mr. Gray. That is the usual procedure. I don’t know of anyone 
getting run off because they didn’t sign it, but to my knowledge 
everyone signed it because they knew the outcome. 

The Cuairman. That is the way they had an election? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. I believe they will have to hold an election now. 

Mr. Gray. That sounds good to me. Even though I am not a mem- 
ber there, I think it would benefit organized labor in Arkansas as a 
whole. 

The CuarrmMan. You think the local and the way it has been admin- 
istered has given the union movement in that area a black eye? 

Mr. Gray. Very much so. 

The CuatrmMan. Is tha your opinion ? 

Mr. Gray. Very much so, from conversation with members, not 
only of the plumbers and pipefitters crafts, but of other crafts as well. 

The CuairmMan. Other members of organized unions are conscious 
or cognizant of this situation that you have described ? 

Mr. Gray. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anything further? 

If not, thank you very much, Mr. Gray. 

Tell Mr. Lucas to come in. 

Will you be sworn, please? 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate Subcommittee on Investigations shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Lucas. I do. 





TESTIMONY OF JAMES R. LUCAS 


The CrarrMan. State your name and your place of residence and 
your present business or occupation. 

Mr. Lucas. James Ralph Lucas, Crossett, Ark. I work for Cros- 
sett Paper Mills. 

The CrarrMan. In what capacity, Mr. Lucas? 

Mr. Lucas. Asa welder in maintenance. 

The CHarrMan. A welder in maintenance? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. In that capacity, are you eligible for and do you 
belong to a labor union ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. I belong to the International Association of 
Machinists. 

The CuatrMan. International Association of Machinists? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Have you belonged to any other union ? 

Mr. Lucas. Plumbers & Pipe Fitters, 706, El Dorado, Ark. 

The CuatrmMan. You did belong to it at one time? 
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Mr. Lucas. I belong to it at this time, but I am a little behind in my 
dues. 

The Cuairman. You still belong to it, you haven’t been expelled, 
but you do owe some dues ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. For how long a period of time are you delinquent? 

Mr. Lucas. I think I owe for 4 months. 

The Cuarrman. But up to the time you began owing for 4 months, 
you were definitely in good standing ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. All right, Mr. Adlerman, you may proceed. 

First, how long were you a member of local 706? 

Mr. Lucas. I joined in January of 1947. 

The Cuatrman. From 1947 you were a member, and you are still 
a member, but you may be behind with your dues somewhat ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. But you are also up with your dues, I assume, in 
the other union to which you belong ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Of course, that is your active life now; I mean 
your source of livelihood, working in the other union ? 

Mr. Lueas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AptermMAN. Mr. Lucas, did you work on the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job from 1951 to 1953? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. In what capacity did you work there? 

Mr. Lucas. I went on that job in September, on September 13, 1951, 
as a welder. I worked in that capacity for approximately 4 or 5 
months. 

After that I was sent up to foreman for a period of about 2 or 3 
months, and after that to general foreman for 6 or 7 months, and 
then to assistant piping superintendent the remainder of the time I 
was on the job. 

Mr. ApterMAN. While you were working on that job, did you have 
to pay an assessment fee or a doby ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yse, sir; I did. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Since you were a member of local 706, did you get 
any receipts? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir; I received receipts for it. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did you get any instructions while you were gen- 
eral foreman from Mr. “Red” Yocom regarding the issuance of re- 
ceipts to members of the union or permit members who were not mem- 
bers of local 706 ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. After I became general foreman I moved to 
a different area and had charge of several foremen under me, and I 
was issued instructions by Yocom that the men that didn’t belong to 
706, those at Pine Bluff, Little Rock, or permit men, especially, are 
not to receive receipts. 

The Cuatrman. He didn’t tell you not to collect the money ? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir. He insisted that we collect the money. 

The Cuairman. But to give no receipts? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMan. You were also given instructions that if the men 
did not collect the money, they were to be let out or terminated ? 
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Mr. Lucas. He left that impression. It was understood. I don’t 
recall that he said it in so many words. 

The CuatrMANn. Did you get that across to the men so they under- 
stood it, too? 

Mr. Lucas. I instructed the foremen. The foremen made out all 
the slips for the doby or assessments, and I told them that was what 
they wanted. 

The CuairMan. They wanted the money if they wanted the work? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Do you have any doubt that any worker on the job 
didn’t so understand it ? 

Mr. Lucas. I beg your pardon? 

The CuatrMANn. Do you have any doubt that there was any worker 
on that job that didn’t understand he had to pay that money if he 
wanted to work ? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir; I believe everybody knew it. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Early in 1952 did you hear about a man who com- 

Jained about the assessments and was terminated ¢ 

Mr. Lucas. I knew of one instance where a man complained about 
the high assessments and I went with Yocom and Ermon Griffin to 
talk to him and he still complained about it, and after the talk I went 
back to the job and a little later on the man was off the job and I don’t 
know for sure that that was it, but I have always felt that that was 
the cause of it. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did you have instructions about issuance of receipts 
tomen who were not members of 706 ? 

Mr. Lucas. While working as general foreman, Mr. Yocom in- 
structed me that if the men out of Little Rock and Pine Bluff locals 
complained about paying their assessments not to force them to pay 
them, but to collect the money if we could. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. That was in what year? 

Mr. Lucas. That was late in 1952. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. That was after a lot of grumbling had taken place? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir; there had been quite a bit of complaint through 
both locals about having to pay such large assessments. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether any of 
the men failed to pay that assessment ? 

Mr. Lucas. To my knowledge, everyone that worked in those areas 
paid. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Even though they grumbled ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAN. That included quite a few men from the Lion Oil 
Co. job? 

Mr. Lucas. I don’t know exactly how many were under my juris- 
diction—four, five, or six—but all those men paid assessments. 

Mr. Apterman. And very few were members of the Pipe Fitters 
Union ? 

Mr. Lucas. None of them that worked from the Lion Oil were 
members. 

Mr. ApterMAN. In 1955 were you a member of the executive board 
of local 706 ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. When was that? 
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Mr. ApterMAN. 1955. 

And you held that position for about a year; is that right? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLerman. And while on the executive board, were you allowed 
to see the financial records of local 706 ? 

Mr. Lucas. No; 1 wasn’t. 

The CuamrmMan. You were a member of the executive board of that 
local ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And you were denied the right to see the financial] 
records ? 

Mr. Lucas. Well, I had never requested to see them. They have the 
finance committee that reads the reports on the floor—that is supposed 
to read them on the floor each meeting. But sometimes the records 
were 4 or 5 months behind. It wasn’t part of my duty as executive 
board to check into it. 

The CuarrmMan. I wanted to find out if you were denied the right to 
see them or whether you just didn’t look at them. 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. I will bring that out. 

While you were on the executive board, you had occasion to glance 
at some financial records that they did have which showed some bank 
statements or the balances on the accounts; is that right ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AptermMAN. Was that in 1955? 

Mr. Lucas. I am not sure if it was 1955 or 1956, because I was 
defeated for office in June of 1956. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. Were you disturbed at what you saw ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. It was either bank statements or canceled 
checks. It gave me knowledge that said there was only, I believe, 
a total of $13,000 or something in the special organizing fund and 
the general fund and I was surprised because I expected there would 
be $100,000 there. 

(At this point Senator Muskie withdrew from the hearing room.) 

Mr. Apterman. Did you question the item at that time ? 

Mr. Lucas. I did, with the other executive board members, and just 
about that time Mr. Earl Griffin came through and took the papers 
like he was angry, like we had gotten them by mistake. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did he grab them out of your hand? 

Mr. Lucas. They were laying in front of us on a table in a manila 
folder and he took them out. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did you ever see them again ? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir. 

Mr. ApteERMAN. You never obtained a copy ? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir. 

Mr. ApterMan. Did you ever question him ? 

Mr. Lueas. I did the other executive board members, but never 
Mr. Griffin. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did you attempt to obtain a copy of the bylaws of 
the local while you were a member ? 

Mr. Lwueas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAN. How? 

Mr. Lucas. Immediately after I was elected I asked for a copy. 
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Mr. AptERMAN. Did you get one? 

Mr. Lucas. Not for quite some time. Almost 6 months to be exact. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. After you examined that balance and complained 
about it to the executive board, did you have any difficulty getting a 
job? 
Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir; I did. I didn’t work out of the local for a 
year. There in that local they have it where the officers can work 
in that jurisdiction and have a run, so to speak. At this time, a big 
job was starting at Pine Bluff, at the International Paper Co., and I 
went up to get a job and the president told me it would look bad to 
have all the - members of the executive board working. 

Mr. ApieRMAN. All the other members were working on that same 
job? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Apterman. But they said it would look bad if you worked on 
the same job? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AprterMAN. That was after you complained in the executive 
board meeting as to the financial records ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAN. What are you doing now? 

Mr. Lucas. Working for Crossett Paper Mill at Crossett, Ark. 

Mr. ApLerman. Are. you a member of the union still ? 

Mr. Lucas. Iam a member of 706, a member of the TAM. 

The CuarrMan. Do you have to pay a doby or an assessment down 
there to work? 

Mr. Lucas. No,sir. It is just the dues. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Does that job come under the jurisdiction of the 
Pipe Fitters ? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir; under the jurisdiction of the LAM. 

Mr. Apterman. You werent able to get a job as a pipefitter ? 

Mr. Lucas. About a year after the election, that was June 1956, I 
went up to see the business agent, Ermon Griffin, at that time. Mr. 
Griffin had stepped up to special representative and he had appointed 
his brother, Ermon, as a business representative of 706. 

Is asked him for a job and he gave me one, a job on a small refinery 
there. I worked about 3 weeks and the job steward came around and 
said, “We are going to have a layoff. Do you want to go to the Inter- 
national Paper Co. at Pine Bluff ?” 

I worked up there for 3 weeks and I got a chance to get this job 
down at Crossett, and it was becoming ev rident that it would be hard 
to get a job out of 706, so I took it and have a permanent job. 

Mr. ApterMAN. You attribute your difficulties in getting a job to 
the fact that you raised questions in the executive board about the fi- 
nances in the union / 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. Included in that $3.50 doby is a $1.50 build- 
ing fund. We had been collecting that for several years, and it had 
about $90,000. I thought there was enough for a building big eneugh 
for our local. I suggested we spend it and buy the building. The 
building was bought ae the time IT was on the executive board. 
We paid $67,000 for it, but they continued to collect the building fund. 
I questioned the need for it. No one agreed that we should take it 
back because Mr. Griflin wanted to collect it. 
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Mr. AprerMaNn. You say that the financial records were read at 
each meeting, or at most of ‘the meetings ? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir. Sometimes as much as 4 or 5 months elapsed 
between reading the finance report. 

Mr. ApitErMaN. Did they ever give you the details of what they 
spent the money for? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir; no details. 

Mr. ApterMan. They only gave you end results of the financial 
statement ? 

Mr. Lucas. A bunch of fast figures, real fast, that you couldn't 
really understand and keep up wit h. 

The Cuamman. In other words, they just went out there and recited 
them off very fast? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. They didn’t provide anybody a copy of their state- 
ment, but it was just a hurried reading off at the meeting? 

Mr. Lvucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And that dealt with how much they collected and 
how much they had spent; is that correct ? 

Mr. Lucas. I am not sure that each reading was a collection. It 
was mostly the part. of the expenditures. They would give you a 
balance on some of the stuff. They would be several months behind 
in each reading so we couldn’t keep up with it accurately. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Duffy? 

Mr. Durry. Regarding these general membership meetings, was 
there ever a recitation of expenses which were expended from the 
union, such as buying fishing rods or boats or anything like that? 

Mr. Lucas. No, sir. 

Mr. Durry. You never knew exactly what the money was expended 
for, but you just knew that a certain amount was expended ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir; with the one exception. When I was on the 
executive board, they recommended that we buy Mr. Griffin a Chrysler 
automobile. 

The CHatrMan. Was it bought? 

Mr. Lvecas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Is there anything further you wish to state about 
this, Mr. Lucas? Is there any other information that you have that 
you ‘think is pertinent to this inquiry ? 

Mr. Lucas. Well, while I was on the executive board they asked 
that we gather at Mr. Griffin’s fish camp for an executive boa rd meet- 
ing. They said one of the fellows was frying up some fish. We went 
down there, and after the meal the subject: of buying an airplane for 
the local was brought up. Of course, he finally got around to asking 
me what I thought of it, and I told him, well, I wasn’t as progressive 
as I might be, but I didn’t think the local needed one to conduct their 
business in and wasn’t financially able to afford one. 

At the next meeting, the purchase of the plane was brought up on 
the floor and defeated by a majority vote of the members. Since 
then I understand they bought a plane. I don’t know how much it 
cost. 

The Cuarrman. When was that effort made that you are talking 
about ? 

Mr. Lucas. In 1956. 
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The CuarrMan. In 1956? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir; along the first part. 

The CuarrMan. At that time they voted against buying an airplane 
for him ? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And you opposed buying one? 

Mr. Lucas. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. Is there anything further? 

Mr. ApLERMAN. I have no further questions. 

The CuarrMan. How many members are there in local 706 ? 

Mr. Lucas. I don’t know. We didn’t have access to the records. 
But at one time I understood there was about 600. 

The CuHarrmMan. Thank you very much. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Call Mr. Hulsey in. 

The CuatrMan. You do solemnly swear the evidence you shall give 
before this Senate Subcommittee on Investigations shall be the truth, 


the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. Huusey. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF T. A. HULSEY 


The Cuamman. State your name, your place of residence, and your 
present business or occupation, or employment. 

Mr. Hutsry. T. A. Hulsey, 931 Brookwood Drive, E] Dorado. I 
am a service-station operator at 430 East Main, El Dorado. 

The CHatrMAN. Are you now or were you formerly a member of 
Steam Fitters Union Local No. 706 in El Dorado ? 

Mr. Hutsey. I was from 1941 until 1954. 

The CnatrmMan. You haven’t been a member since then ? 

Mr. Hutsry. No, sir. 

The CHarrMANn. You were one of the charter members, I believe, of 
the local ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir; that is right. 

The CHarrman. You quit in 1954. Why did you quit? 

Mr. Hutsey. It got to where, Senator, I couldn’t work there. 

The Cuarrman. Why couldn’t you work ? 

Mr. Hutsey. Well, discrimination. Ihave always been against that 
boy, ever since he has been in there, very nearly. 

The Coatrrman. Who are you talking about ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Earl Griffin. It looked like if I was going to work I 
just as well move. 

The CHarrman. Why did you say you were against him? 

Mr. Hutsry. Well, there was a number of reasons. One of the 
main ones was that I didn’t like his tactics, the way he run his job. 
Just some few people worked all the time and some few were dis- 
criminated against so bad they couldn’t making a living out of it. 

The CHatrman. Were you one of those discriminated against ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir; I was. 

The Cuarrman. During the last year that you were in the union, 
did you have any jobs? 

Mr. Huusry. No, sir. The last job I worked on while I was in 706 
was on the Pine Bluff job. 

The Cuarrman. That is what we call the Pine Bluff Arsenal job? 
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Mr. Hutsry. That is right. That is where the biggest part of our 
troubles started. 

The Cuarrman. You did work there? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Go ahead and tell what occurred. 

Mr. Hutsry. To begin with, he always wanted to dictate to the 
position you held, the kind of job you did, and who you worked for, 
which was strictly my policy of working. They put me in the field) 
way out in the mud to begin with, because it was just starting. 

The Cuarrman. That was when the job just started at Pine Bluff? 

Mr. Huusey. Yes. 

The Cuarman. That would be late peti would it? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes. I staved in the field down under three different 
foremen, hustling material for them, with a winch truck and a helper, 
It didn’t seem like me or my helper could satisfy anybody so I asked 
to be transferred over into the material end of it, with Mr. Terry. 

They gave me the transfer when they found out I wasn’t going to 
work anyplace ¢ ‘Ise. That is where it started. Then ina few days 
I was in a shop in their office building and walked in just in time to 
hear Yocom talking. I suppose it was to Griffin. Anyway, I heard 
him mention my name and I stood there and listened. 

The CHatrrMan. Yocom was talking to someone and you thought 
you heard him mention your name? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes; I thought so. And they said to have me report 
tonight at Building 50, and T shook my head, and he covered the tele- 
phone receiver and said, “You are not going to go?” and I said “No,” 
and he said, “The little man said you are going and you are going.” 

The CHatrman. Who is “the little man” ? 

Mr. Hutsey. Griffin. 

The Cratrman. And when he saw you, he put his hand over the 
phone so his conversation with you couldn’t be heard ? 

Mr. Hutsry. That is right. 

The Cramman. And he asked you if you were going to go on that 
particular job that night and you told him you were not, and he told 
you the little man said you would go and the little man was Earl 
Griffin ? 

Mr. Hursry. That is who he called the little man, Earl] Griffin. 

The CHairman. Was that his general way of referring to Earl 
Griffin ? 

Mr. Hutsey. That is right. That is the way he referred to him 
most of the time. What he was trying to do was to set up the fore- 
men over there to handle this job like he wanted it. And I never 

yvanted any part of it, the way he handled his men and the way he 
handled his job. Sol refused it. 

That is where our trouble started and it still lasts, from then on. 

The Cuamman. All right. 

Mr. Apterman. Did you have occasion frequently to ride to and 
from work with Mr. Yocom in his car? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir; I rode with Yocom the biggest part of the 
time. Of course, along just before I left up there he ‘got to where he 
had to stay out there quite a bit at night, so I changed my rides then 
with a fellow by the name of Little. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did you have an occasion to observe the conduct 
of Yocom while he was on the job? 
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Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir; quite a bit. 

Mr. ApDLERMAN. Would you explain what you observed? 

Mr. Hutsry. Well, I will express it this way: In my idea it was 
pretty bad conduct.’ He drank a lot and conducted himself in a 
manner that I disapprove of a lot. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. On occasions when you were riding with Mr. Yo- 
com, did you about once a week or so carry any articles with you? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir; sometime. Now, it wasn’t every week. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. How frequently was it ? 

Mr. Hcutsrey. Sometimes it would be every week and sometimes he 
would skip a week or two. He would call at the warehouse and have 
me clock out early in order to come in with him. Well, we would 
always bring assessment money in with us when we would come. 

Mr. Apterman. How was that assessment money carried ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Sometimes it would be in paper sac a and sometimes 
just in a paper box or anything they could pick up to put it in. 
Each individual’s money was put in an envelope and those envelopes 
just piled in the boxes or sacks. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did the money ever come loose ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir; I have seen it all over that station wagon. 

The CuarrMan. Do you mean the car? 

Mr. Hunsry. Yes, sir; it was a DeSoto station wagon that we 
would be riding in. 

The Cuarman. What do you mean? 

Mr. Hutsry. Well, it would be scattered on the floor. I didn’t have 
sense enough to touch any of it. Most of the time that I clocked out 
tocome in with him he had me to drive. 

Mr. ApLtermMan. And was some put in the glove compartment and 
some on the floor ? 

Mr. Hutsry. I had seen envelopes in that automobile that had been 
hauled long enough that you couldn’t make out the names on them. 

The CHamman,. Do you mean he would leave them in there? 

Mr. Hussy. Just leave them in there. 

The Coarrman. Was be that careless with the money ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir; he was pretty careless with it. 

The Cuatrman. What was his condition with respect to sobriety ? 
Would he be intoxicated ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir; a lot of times I have carried him home when 
he was drunk. 

The CuHatrman. And he was in charge of this money ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrman. What did you do with it when you got to El 
Dorado? 

Mr. Hutsry. If we got. in before they closed, we took it to the 
office; and if we got in after they closed, we took it to Griffin’s house. 

The Cuatrman. Did you ever go when you took it to Griffin’s 
house ? 

Mr. Huusey. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrman. How many different times would you say? 

Mr. Hutsey. That would be hard to say, but it was more than one 
time; several times. 

The Cuatrman. What did you do after you got to Griffin’s house? 

Mr. Hutsry. Just took it in to Griffin. 

The CHarrmMan. It would be scattered over the car? 
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Mr. Hutsey. He would gather up what he could get in those boxes 
and take it in to the house. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did you observe sometimes the envelopes didn’t 
have names on them or they were illegible ¢ 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir. Sometimes you couldn’t tell anything about 
whose it: was 

Mr. Avene: in. Was there any way of telling when they brought 
the money into the union whose money it was? 

Mr. Hutsey. No, sir; and I will go into detail, if I may, and tell 
you why I make this statement. 

One time in particular on the job we got a list delivered to the ware- 
house, to my foreman, with a list of names on it of the people that 
were delinquent on their assessments. My name happened to be on 
one of them, for $63, I believe. 

The Cuarrman. They claimed you were delinquent $63? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir. And my foreman had given me a receipt 
every time that I paid, and I paid every week. 

The Cuamman. You were with local 706? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir. This foreman called us in on this, and 
Yocom came over and I said, “Red, that is not true, and I know it.” 
And I grabbed it out of his hand. There was a good list of them. 
He said, “All right, I will straighten it out.” In about 2 or 3 weeks 
or a month another list came out, and I said I wanted to see the list, 
and he told me he would bring it to me if my name was on it, but if it 
was not, he wouldn’t let me see it. He said he straightened the other 
up for me. Well, I couldn’t see it, so I don’t know if my name was on 
itor not. That is why Isay youc ouldn’t tell whose names were on the 
envelopes. 

The Cuarrman. They had you $63 behind ? 

Mr. Hutsey. $63. 

The CuarrMan. Was that assessments or union dues ? 

Mr. Hutsey. Just the assessments. 

The Cuatrman. That would be 15 or 20 weeks. 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarman. And you were not behind ? 

Mr. Hutsry. I wasn’t behind any. 

The Cuarrman. You had actually paid up all of it ? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir; but I didn’t pay up the $63 that he claimed 
because I knew it wasn’t right. He said he would straighten it up, 
and he undoubtedly straightened it out some way. I don’t know how, 
but they didn’t say anything to me about being behind. But I don’t 
know how in the world anyone could tell anything about the collection 
the way they handled it. 

The Cuarrman. How much money would you say they collected 
there? Literally thousands of dollars? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes,sir. Senator, at one time we had about 1,600 men. 

The CHarrman. That many ? 

Mr. Hutsey. I believe that figure is right. I didn’t ever have access 
to the correct number. All of those men paid $3.50 a week assessment. 
I understand that the foremen that collected the assessments got theirs 
free. They didn’t have to pay. But the balance of the men that was 
working all paid $3.50 a week. 

The Cuarrman. Some of the foremen have testified here that they 
did pay, haven’t they ? 
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Mr. Huusey. Some of them might have, but I understand some 
didn’t pay. 

The CuatrMAN. Maybe some favoritism was shown ? 

Mr. Hutsry. That is the way it has been run all the time. A few 
of them got special privileges and the rest didn’t get anything. 

The Cuarrman. So that. special few may not have paid ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir. My purpose in this thing, and I would _ 
to put it this way, and it will probably never do me any good as 
won’t work on it any more, but I am interested in the men being vis. 
criminated against and their wives and families sufferi ing. 

The CuarrMan. What you need is a cleanup in the union ? 

Mr. Hutsey. That is right. E very time anything came up and one 
of us voted against him, that automatically stopped you from working 
in that district or anything he had anything to do with. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, if you crossed him or disagreed 
with him an any way, it meant that you didn’t work? 

Mr. Hutsey. That i is right. 

The CHatrMAN. Were you discriminated against on that account ? 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir. I know one time they had a vote on some- 
thing pertaining to Griffin and there was seven of us that voted against 
him. We stood on the floor and they went around and pointed their 
finger at all seven of us. 

But we didn’t work out of that local any more. When I came back 
to El Dorado from Georgia in 1954, I forced them to put me on the 
Crossett job, because Swales had died, and he had been Sekaue agent 
at the time, and they had put a temporary business agent in there, 
Curtis Porter. 

Curtis got a call for some men to bend some steel tubing down there 
and none of his men would tackle it. They was all afraid of it. Boys 
I had worked with, we decided we would go in and put pressure and 
if they wouldn’t take it, we would take it. L went in to proposition him. 

He said, “Well, we have a call down there to bend some steel tubing,” 
and I said, “What is wrong with it”? He said, “Nothing is wrong 
with it but none of the men will take it.” I said, “If none of your 
men will take it, there is no use of our being out of a job so we will take 
it.” 

He hemmed and hawed about it for a while and finally told us to 
go ahead. He told me first to get my clearance card and I told him 
he could get it. He pitched our books to Ermon Griffin, who was 
secretary -treasurer, and sent us down. 

Local 150 in Augusta refused me my clearance card and I had to 
be terminated. So I never worked out of there again and never tried. 
But I know a number of them, Senator, who haven’t worked out of that 
local for years. 

The Cuarrman. Can you name any of them ? 

Mr. Hutsry. You have one here, Giles. Then there is Abe Allen, 
on the Helena job. This is the first time he has worked in 2 or 3 years. 

The Cuatrman. He didn’t get that through the union, did he? 

Mr. Hutsey. No, sir; he got it on his own. 

The CHarrmMan. Hasn’t the management over there actually re- 
fused to fire these men or lay them off ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrman. Has not Griffin undertaken to get them dis- 
charged ? 
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Mr. Hotsey. That is right. 

The Cuairman. That is a new job, a job over at Helena, Ark, 
where they are building a steam-generating plant; is that right? 

Mr. Hutsey. That is right. To show you how he tries to cripple 
the operation of everybody concerned, he has referred 10 welders 
on this Helena job, good welders, th at busted their tests out there 
purposely. I know they passed them before, the same test. I was 
thinking that they would make them put it back in his lap, to where 
he could handle it. 

Now the organizers are referring welders over there. I think they 
referred 1 or 2 out of 706 and 1 that I knew of out of Baton Rouge 
and others, sending them in there that he knows can make a test, 
which he knew some of these could pass, but he won’t send them back. 

3ut the tactics that are used is one reason why I would like to 
see it broke up, and see them cleaned up. It would be beneficial to 
everybody concerned in E] Dorado, except the certain few that he 
has. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know what became of the special assess- 
ment money ¢ 

Mr. Hutsey. I have no idea. 

The Cuatrman. To your knowledge, was any report ever made 
to the local union on what became of all of it, how much was col- 
lected and so forth ? 

Mr. Hutsry. No, sir. 

The Cuatmrman. The way the money was handled, could it very 

easily have been misused and misappropriated without anybody de- 
tecting it and without any record reflecting the misuse of it or mis- 
appropriation of it? 

Mr. Hutsry. That is right. Here is the way he had of covering 
that, Senator. Any time ‘that one of us asked about anything per- 
taining to the finances, when he made a report, he would say, “This 
is expense of local union 706. I will not itemize it. I will not break 
it down.” 

The Cuatrman. In other words, he would not give you a break- 
down or itemized expenses? 

Mr. Hutsey. That is right. We would hardly ever get a financial 
report, and when we did it was 2 or 3 months old, and it was a blanket 
report, covering everything that was spent for so long. Nothing 
was itemized. 

The Cuarmrman. Do you mean just in total terms? Showing how 
much was received for dues and so forth? 

Mr. Hutsey. He wouldn’t give you how much was received. He 
would just give you the expense of the local union and it would 
sometimes be 3 or 4 months behind. 

The Cuatrrman. Could you tell anything about the limited expense 
account he rendered, as to what it was spent for? 

Mr. Hutsry. No, sir. He would tell you plain: “I will not itemize 
this expense account.” 

The Cuatman. He would just say, “I spent $5,000,” or, “I spent 
$10,000,” and, “We have so much money left in the bank’ oy 

Mr. Hutsey. He wouldn’t tell you how much he had left in the 
bank. 

The CyatrmMan. He wouldn't? 

Mr. Houtsry. No, sir. 


—~' Od 


ooo :* 


ws 


we 


LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 101 


The CuatrMaNn. These were the reports made to the union 
meetings ¢ 

Mr. Hutsry. That is right. The financial secretary would read a 
report, whenever they had one, that he would hand them to read to 
the body of the local union. Nobody knew what it was for. 

Senator Ervin. In other words, Griffin handed the financial secre- 
tary the report instead of the financial secretary having the report 
himself ? 

Mr. Hutsry. The financial secretary didn’t know no more about 
what was going on than you or I do. 

The CuarrMAN. Griffin handled all the money ? 

Mr. Hutsry. Yes, and nobody knew what it was spent for or what 
he did with it. The first thing they knew was that the money was 
gone. 

Senator Ervin. These financial reports that Griffin would hand 
to the financial secretary, in those he would just say that for a certain 
period of time so much money was spent in behalf of the local? 

Mr. Hutsey. That is right. It would read that it was the financial 
report for the month of so-and-so, and it would be 2 or 3 months 
behind. They wouldn’t bring it up to date, and you wouldn’t know 
what was being spent for what. 

Senator Ervin. What did he say besides that ? 

Mr. Huusey. He would give you about a halfway breakdown on 
what money had been taken in over a period of 3 or 4 months back 
and what had been spent. He wouldn’t give you any balance figure 
to go on. 

Senator Ervin. He would not tell you where the money had been 
taken in came from or where the money that had been spent went to? 

Mr. Hutsey. No, sir. 

The CHarrman. Do you know of instances while you worked on that 
job down there where donations were solicited and taken to hel 
worthy brothers who were sick or on whom some misfortune ha 
befallen ? 

Mr. Huutsry. Sometimes there were four or five of those a week. 

The CHarrman. Was that money accounted for? 

Mr. Hutsry. No, sir. Each foreman would collect. Every man 
would sign his name on that petition and how much he is donating. 
They picked up this petition and the money. It was all taken into the 
office and then, in turn, 706 would give these people a check for what 
they said was made up. Nobody knows how much was made up. The 
people that received the money had no idea who gave it or how much 
or anything about it. 

The Cuairman. In other words, that could have been used, and you 
do not know whether it was, as a kind of shakedown ? 

Mr. Hutsey. Senator, it could have been used, and the people— 
well, it could have been where they did not get half of the money. 
Nobody knows how much was made up, except the people who actually 
took the money into 706 and counted it. 

The CHarrMan. So I assume they would turn into the local the 
amount that they paid out of the local ? 

Mr. Huusry. Yes, sir; they would write a check for that. 

The Cuarrman. And they would turn in to the local the amount 
that they wrote a check for ? 

Mr. Hutsey. That is right. 
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The Cuarrman. Is there anything else you can think of ? 

Mr. Hursry. You asked me awhile ago about some of those men, J 
believe you have a statement from Mr. Pendleton. 

The CyatrmMan. I will ask you to examine this document that J 
hand you, which has been made exhibit 12 in these proceedings, and 
ask you if that is the affidavit that you signed for members of the staff 
when they interrogated you. Is that your signature ? 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Hutsey. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. That is the affidavit you signed ? 

Mr. Huusey. Yes, sir. This, to the best of my knowledge, is what 
is right. 

The Cuatrman. I just wanted you to identify it. 

Mr. Hutsgy. Yes, sir; I signed it. 

The Cratrman. Thank you very much. 

Call the next witness. 

Tr. ApLERMAN. Mr. Giles. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Giles, be sworn, please. 

You do solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 


but the truth, so help you God ? 
Mr. Guxs. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF EDGAR W. GILES 


The Cnatrman. Mr. Giles, state your name, your place of residence, 
and your business or occupation. 

Mr. Gites. Edgar W. Giles, El Dorado, Ark., 1216 D Avenue. 

The CHatrmMan. What work do you follow, Mr. Giles ? 

Mr. Gires. Construction work, pipefitter. 

The CuarrMan. That is your trade? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The Cnatrman. How long have you been a pipefitter ? 

Mr. Gries. Ever since 1942. 

The CrarrMan. Have you been a member of a pipefitter’s union? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrmMan. What union? 

Mr. Girxs. 706. 

The Cuarrman. At El Dorado? 

Mr. Gres. Yes, sir. Well, part of the time I was in Pine Bluff local 
155, and then in Lima, Ohio. 

The CxHatrman. In other words, you cleared your card around 
wherever you worked ? 

Mr. GitEs. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. But your home base, so to speak, has been local 
706? 

Mr. Gres. That is right; yes, sir. 

The CuAmman. Did you work on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job in 1951, 
1952, and 1953, along in there? 

Mr. Giuks. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. All right, Mr. Counsel, you may proceed. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. You became a member of the Steamfitters Union 
about 1942? 

Mr. Girzs. Yes, sir. 
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The CuairMan. Was that during the Pine Bluff job? 

Mr. Gites. No, sir; that was the Ozark job. 

The CHAIRMAN. You are almost a charter member of that union; are 
you not ¢ al 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. Are youa charter member ? 

Mr. Gites. Well, right after. 

The CHamrRMAN. It was organized in 1941? 

Mr. Gites. And I came there in 1942. 

The CHarrRMAN. You got there within a year? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

Mr. AptERMAN. While you worked on that job, you became a fitter 
foreman, is that correct ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAN. And did Mr. Yocom give you any instructions 
about giving out receipts ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAn. And what instructions did he give you? 

Mr. Gites. He told me to not give those out-of-town boys any 
receipts for money for dues that I collected. 

The CuarrMAN. Dues or assessments ? 

Mr. Gives. For assessments; yes, sir. And if I did give them any, 
to write on there that it was a volunteer contribution. Of course, a 
lot of them we didn’t give them no receipts whatsoever. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. You were told to write “voluntary contribution” ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. The men did not sign that this was a voluntary 
contribution ? 

Mr. Gites. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did you give any receipts with the words “volun- 
tary contribution” on it 
Mr. Gitrs. I don’t think so. 

Mr. ApterMan. When you gave the receipts to the men in local 
6, did you give them the carbon copy or the original? 

Mr. Gites. I give them a copy just like that right there [indicating]. 
Mr. ApLerMAN. Did you give them the top ‘piece ? 

Mr. Gites. Under that there, you had an envelope and you put 
your money in there, so I was supposed to give that to Mr. Yocom, 
and he carried it in an envelope and that was torn off. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. There were given only to the men who were in 
local 706 ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. The men who were ont in 706 did not receive this 
type of receipt ? 

Mr. Gites. That is correct. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. You kept them yourself? 

Mr. Gries. Yes, sir. The reason I kept them was on several jobs— 
you know, from just a common viewpoint, they could accuse me of 
taking some of that money. I know the way the money was put in 
there and handled that anybody could have opened it up and took the 
money. They could have come back and said “You stole this money 
and we are going to run you off.” I kept those there for my own 
proof, 


Ss. 
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The Cuamman. Do you mean where you collected from the men 
you were told not to give receipts to, you collected the receipts your- 
self so you would know what you "collected and what you had? 

Mr. Gries. That is right. 

The Cuamman. And you kept it for your own information ? 

Mr. Gies. That is right; and I have some more at home. 

The CuatrmMan. I hand you some 12 or 15 or more of these receipts, 
They are in different names, your name, Mr. Manning, and others. 

Mr. Gites. There are a lot of them where I just wrote them under 
mine. You will see a lot of them there, several names, all wrote on 
one. 

The Cuarrman. Well, I will hand you these slips or receipts as we 
term them, and ask you to examine them and state what they are, 
There are some 12, 15, or 20 of them. Just tell me what they are 
generally. 

(The documents were handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Gites. Well, this assessment is $2. 

The Cuamman. What do these receipts represent? Are these 
what you kept when you collected the money from the men ? 

Mr. Grirs. Yes, sir. 

The CrarrMaAn. You would make a note on these receipts of the 
money you collected from the men ? 

Mr. Gitrs. From the men; yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. So you would have a record of what you collected? 

Mr. Gites. That is right; so I would have a record. 

The CrarrMan. But you gave the men you collected it from no 
receipt ? 

Mr. Giizs. They didn’t get no receipts. 

The Crairman. This is what they were supposed to get ? 

Mr. Gites. That is what they are supposed to have; that is right. 

The CHarrMan. What you kept? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The Cuarman. And you were instructed not to give it to them? 

Mr. Giizs. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. The members of local 706 did get those receipts? 

Mr. Gites. They got a copy of this; yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. They got that receipt, a copy of it? 

Mr. Gites. They got another one; yes, sir. 

The Cuamrman. Well, that is the form of rec eipt they got? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. But the men in local 155 and in local 665 and the 
permit workers got nothing? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The CHarrman. But 3 you, in taking their money, would make these 
receipts out and keep them yourself ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. That was so that you would have a record of what 
you collected ? 

Mr. Giirs. That is correct. 

The CuatrMan. These sample receipts may be made exhibit No. 20 
for reference. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 20” for ref- 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 
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Mr. Gites. I don’t suppose that they know that I have these receipts. 
The Cuamrman. You say you have lots of them that you kept? 
Mr. Gutzs. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. but this is just—— 

Mr. Gites. I just brought a few with me. 

The CuairMan. This is a small sample of the many that you kept? 

Mr. Gixes. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. When you collected this money it was $3.50 a week. 
If they failed to pay, what happened to them ? 

Mr. Gites. Well, I had one man up there and he went on for a week 
or two and he did not—you know, I said one, but I just remember one. 

The Cuatrman. There may have been more than one? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The CHAIRMAN. Speaking about one, specifically. 

Mr. Gites. Mr. Yocom kept on asking me about the boy, about his 
paying. Finally he just didn’t pay, so he told me to tell him to go see 
Earl. I told him to go see Earl. The fact of the business was that he 
wrote him out a termination. 

The CuairMan. Atermination? What is that, a firing? 

Mr. Gites. That is what you call it. 

The Cuarrman. Why did you write it out? 

Mr. Giues. I just now forget. 

The CuatrMan. Were you told to write it out ? 

Mr. Gites. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Was there any other reason for firing him other 
than because he didn’t pay this assessment ? 

Mr. Gites. Not that I know of. 

The Cuarrman. Did he work there after he got the termination ? 

Mr. Gines. No, sir. 

The CHatrMAn. Was hea permit worker of 155 or 655 ? 

Mr. Gries. I think really he was out of local 706, but he drank a 
whole lot and at that time he was staying in Little Rock and he 
was one of them guys that he just wouldn't 

The Cuatrman. He may have been out of local 706? 

Mr. Gines. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrrman. Anyway, he did not pay and he did not work? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The Cuatrrman. What did you do with this money after you would 
collect it from these men ? 

Mr. Gites. Give it to Mr. Red Yocom. 

The CratmrMan. Would you collect it once a week ? 

Mr. Gries. Well, we would collect it sometimes once a week and then 
2 weeks or something like that. 

The Cuatrman. You kept up with it pretty well ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes; we seen that they pee 

The Cramrman. How often did you get a payday ? 

Mr. Gites. Every week. 

The Cuarrman. You got a payday every week? 

Mr. Gres. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. If you missed it 1 week, you undertook to get it the 
next week ? 

Mr. Gries. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did this money run into considerable sums? 
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Mr. Gizes. I would think so. 

The Cuarrman. Would you know how many people may have been 
working there on the job? 

Mr. Gites. It seems like at one time somebody told me there was 
over 1,000 people working there, fitters. 

The Cuairman. That were paying these assessments / 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrMan. One thousand people working there would run 
$3,500 a week that was being collected in this manner. What would 
you do with the money ¢ How would you handle the money in trans- 
mitting it to Yocom? What was the money in? 

Mr. Gites. In a little envelope. That little old slip that I give you, 
it was fastened to a little envelope, and that had the carbon on there, 
Then on this envelope it had the same thing. Just as if the envelope 
is under here, and when I would mark on the slip it would print on 
the envelope. 

The CHarrmMan. In other words, the envelope had a duplicate of 
this so-called receipt ? 

Mr. Gites. That is right, and it had a little flap and you would 
seal it up and put the money in and give to Mr. Yocum. 

The Cuarrman. So the receipt attended the envelope in which the 
money was deposited when originally paid ¢ 

Mr. Gites. That is right. “That is the reason they could tell who 
paid and who did not pay. 

The CuarirMan. But the man who was not of local 706, who was of 
local 665, and of local 155, and the permit worker, the top receipt, the 
original receipt would be torn off but not given to him? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. That was retained, just as you retained these, but 
you retained them for your own information. 

Mr. Giues. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. And you didn’t turn these in ? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The Cuairman. Did you observe what became of the money? Do 
you know or did you ever have any accounting to the local of what 
became of this money after it was turned in? 

Mr. Giuxrs. No, sir; I never did have any idea what they done with 
it, but I know there was a lot of money collected. Where it went and 
what they done with it, I don’t know. 

The CuarrmMan. Are you still a member of that local ? 

Mr. Giies. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Has there ever been an accounting of all of it that 
you know of / 

Mr. Gites. Well, they get up there and a lot of time they will tell 
something about how much money they got, and maybe they will 
get up there—I heard some of the boys here about a month ago, and 
they get up there and they will say, “Well, there was so much expense 
last month.” Well, they will have a light bill, they will have an 
insurance, and the expense accounts, and somebody would say we 
wanted that broke down so that we can tell what it is for. They 
will say they can’t understand it. Well, then, somebody will get up 
there and say “Yes, I understand it,” and they will vote it down. 


The Cuatrman. In other words, it is so jumbled up that nobody ca 
tell ? 
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Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The CHAIRMAN. And if you raise any question about it, they won’t 
make explanation about it ? 

Mr. Gitzs. If you don’t do what they want you to do, you won't 
work. 

The CHatrman. Have you experienced anything like that, 

rsonally ? 

Mr. Gites. I haven’t worked in over 2 years. 

The CHarrmMAn. And yet you are almost a charter member? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan,. Have others worked that have less seniority than 
you? 

" Mr. Gites. There are a lot of them that work from one job to another 
and if they are working on a job over here that is about through 
with, they will take him off that and send him out to the next job. 

The CHATRMAN. W hy w oe not give you work ? 

Mr. Gites. Maybe it is because I don't see as they do all the time. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, there is no reason for not giving 
you work except that they want to discriminate against you and 
punish you and retaliate for your opposition to the way they operate ? 
Is there any other explanation ? ? 

Mr. Gries. Not that I know of. 

The CHamRMAN. Have you tried to get work from them? 

Mr. Gites. I have been down there, yes, sir; and they have a little 
old book there, a tablet, to write your name on, who is out of work. 
A lot of times you will go to the local and they will ask who isn’t 
working to stand up, and you stand up, and that is all there is. 

The CHAIRMAN. They know you are out of work ? 

Mr. Gites. They know it. 

The Cuarrman. And you reported you are out of work? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. But they give you no work? 

Mr. Gites. No, sir. 

The CHarrMan. You have to get your work from Griffin ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. If he does not. want you to work, you would not 
work? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. If you go out and get a job on your own, what 
happens then ? 

Mr. Gites. There was one time that I went off on a job, after clear- 
ing out of the Pine Bluff local. It was 1955, as I recollect. Mr. 
Gray went to work at Lima. So he wrote me and told me he thought 
I could get on up there. I went by and got my clearance card, my 
book, and I went to Lima and cleared in the Lima, Ohio, local. T 
went up there, getting up there on Friday. I went up and saw the 
business agent on Saturday. I went up there Monday and he gave 
mea work order and I went to work. I worked up there 3 or 4 months; 
I don’t know just exactly how long. My father had a stroke, and 
they called me and told me the doctor wanted him to go to bed, but 
they couldn’t do anything, and that they wanted me to come up to 
Lonisiana. 

The Crairman. Well, to shorten it, did they let you work or not? 
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Mr. Gites. I went down there and stayed about 2 weeks ‘and I come 
back to El Dorado and went in the office to see if I could get any work, 
Mr. Ermon said to me, “Where is your book?” And I said, “In Lima, 
Ohio.” He said, “I think Earl wants to see you.” So he called up 
Earl on the phone. Then he said, “Wait a minute, he is coming up.” 

He come up there and he told me he wanted me to clear into the 
Tulsa local. He wanted me to go down there later on and vote. 

The Cuatrman. To vote? 

Mr. Gites. They wanted to elect another business agent on a pipe- 
line down there or something. 

The CHairman. In Tulsa? 

Mr. Gites. Well, we wound up going to Baton Rouge to do the 
voting. 

The CHatrMAN. You were a member then of what union? 

Mr. Gires. 798. 

The CuHarrman. Is that the local in Tulsa, 798, or the one in Baton 
Rouge ? 

Mr. Gires. Well, the local was in Baton Rouge, but they was hav- 
ing an election 

The Cuarrman. This local 798 is a local in Tulsa? 

Mr. Gites. Well, Mr. McClellan, I suppose so. I have never been 
in Tulsa in my life. 

The CuatrmMan. Have you ever belonged to local 798 ? 

Mr. Gites. Well, they asked me—they wanted my book, and they 
wrote a letter and I mailed it and they sent the book. 

The CuHatrman. They took men out of local 706 in El Dorado and 
had them in that way transferred to local 798 ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. There are two or three more of the boys down 
there. Mr. Longing went down there, and Mr. Lucas. 

The Cuatrman. I understand that there were 40 or 50 or more. 

Mr. Girxs. Yes, sir. The fellow they told us they wanted us to 
vote for down there was Mr. Jim Craddock. 

The CHatrman. In other words, they took 40 or 50 of you in this 
local at El Dorado and had you transferred to local 798 in Tulsa, 
where you had never worked or had never been, and then took you 
down to Baton Rouge, La., and had you vote for officers in the Tulsa, 
Okla., local ? 

Mr. Giirs. That is right. I have never seen the man before. If he 
walked in now, I wouldn’t know him. 

The CuarrMan. They told you who to vote for? 

Mr. Giixs. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did they arrange transportation and put you in a 
bus and take you down there ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. They chartered a Trailways bus, and we went 
down and voted, and they gave a man money to pay our meals and so 
forth. When we got through voting, they carried us in another room, 
and they had whiskey, and we had a few drinks, and they had a woman 
or two in there. I don’t know what they was doing. I guess they 
was drinking, too. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, all this was done to help rig au 
election in Tulsa, Okla. ? 

Mr. Gies. That is right. They wanted a certain man elected out 
there, and they were scared they didn’t have enough votes to do it. 

The Cuatrman. Why did you folks do it? 
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Mr. Gites. Well, to get the work. 

The Cuarman. In other w ords, if you did not do that, you did 
not work ? 

Mr. Gites. When I done that, he sent me out to Crossett, and I got 
to work 6 weeks down there. 

The CuarrMAn. You got to work 6 weeks for doing it? 

Mr. Gries. I guess. 

The CuarrMAn. Is that about all the work you have done? 

Mr. Gites. Well, I went on, then, in—I guess it was about 1957— 
on the international job. 

The CrHatrman. Did you ride the bus from El Dorado down to 
Baton Rouge ? 

Mr. Gites. Down there and back. 

The Cnamman. About how many were on that bus? 

Mr. Grixs. There must have been somewhere around 40. They 
were supposed to have about 60, but some of them did not make the 
deal. 

The CHarrmMan. Some of them did not get there, but there were 
around 40 at least ? 

Mr. Gitxs. I would say that; yes. 

The CuHarrmMan. They went down there and all voted ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. They voted for Craddock? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The Crairman. Who arranged this voting deal ? 

Mr. Gites. Mr. Ermon Griffin is the one that told me to go down 
there. 

The Cuarman. And to vote that way ? 

Mr. Gizs. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did he say the little man wanted it done that way ? 

Mr. Gites. Well, he called Earl, you see, and had him come down 
there and Earl told him to have me declare and told him what to do. 

The CHarrman. So they took charge of it and helped win an elec- 
wie _" ay. Why would they go to Baton Rouge to vote instead 
of Tulsa? 

Mr. Gries. I don’t know, sir. That is what I couldn’t understand. 

Mr. Durry. But you had a conversation with Earl Griffin yourself 
and he told you who to vote for, did he not ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. When he come up there he told us he had a 
little man down there and he wanted us to go down and vote for him, 
when he wanted us to declare in Tulsa. 

Mr. Durry. So you had a personal conversation with Earl, your- 
self, on this? 

Mr. Gries. Yes; he came up there. 

The CHarrman. How long did you remain transferred to the Tulsa 
local ? 

Mr. Gites. Well, sir; it seems to me like I was in there—I don’t 
have but one stamp in my book there, and I thought you were sup- 
posed to be in a local longer than that to vote, but they don’t show 
that I have more than one ‘stamp there. I thought I cleared in there 
somewhere maybe in September and we went down there, I believe, 
in December. You wouldn’t expect to get up and tell all this stuff, 
anda lot of it you really didn’t keep up w ‘ith. 
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Senator Ervin. If 40 strangers had gone into the Tulsa meeting, 
though, that would have excited the suspicion of the folks in the Tulsa 
local, would it not ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes. 

Senator Ervin. They would have seen the thing was being rigged 
on them in that way ? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

Senator Ervin. And there was not any opposition to Earl at Baton 
Rouge, no one to raise an objection ¢ 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. I hand you here a book, a little book comparable to 
a bank deposit book. It says on the outside “1953-56,” and inside it 
has “Edgar Giles.” Are you the Edgar Giles referred to in this? 

Mr. Giues. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Identify the book I hand you, please. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Gitzs. That isa union book. 

The Cuatrman. Is that your union book? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. It isa union book from what union ? 

Mr. Gites. Local 706. 

The CuatrMan. That is your local where you were a member ? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Is there anything in that book to show that you 
went down to Baton Rouge, or somewhere, and voted in local 798 ? 

Mr. Gites. Well, I have one stamp in there. 

The Cuarrman. How did you get it in there? It is one stamp for 
what ? 

Mr. Gires. I give Mr. Griffin, Ermon and them, money, and they had 
the stamp put in there. 

The CHatrrman. What does it say? That is, the stamp you are 
talking about ? 

Mr. GILEs. 798, it looks to me like. That says November, I believe, 
and ithasa“J.R.C. , $5.” 

The Cuarrman. Whois J. R.C.? 

Mr. Gruxrs. I don’t know, sir. No, there are two stamps in there. 
We have two of them in there. 

The Coarrman. What do they represent? Dues for a month? 

Mr. Gites. That must be that. 

The Cuatrman. Each one was for a month so you paid dues for 2 
months in what local ? 

Mr. Gries. 798. 

The CuarrmMan. Why did you dothat ? 

Mr. Gites. To vote. 

The Cuarrman. So you could vote? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. Have youastamp in there showing you voted ? 

Mr. Gries. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. What date does it show you voted in local 798 ? 

Mr. Gites. Well, no, sir; I don’t have one in here showing the date 
that we went down there. 

The Cuarman. What does this show ? 

Mr. Gites. December 1955, voted, 798. 
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The CuatrMaAN. That is when you voted? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrMAN. There is a stamp showing you voted 798 in 
December 1955; is that correct ? 

Mr. Gites. I thought it was in December; that is right. 

The CuHairMan. You have a stamp there showing you voted in 
that union ? 

Mr. Gites. That is right. 

The CuHatrMan. Were you ever actually a member of that local? 

Mr. Gries. No. 

The Cuarrman. All of this was done so that you could rig an elec- 
tion; is that correct ? 

Mr. Girs. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. And it was done under the direction of the Grif- 
fins ? 

Mr. Gires. That is right. 

The Cuairman. I will make the book to which we have referred 
exhibit No. 21. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 21,” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

Senator Ervin. Did Mr. Yocom or either of the Griffins ever tell 
you why they did not want you to give receipts to any of the work- 
ers that were not members of 706 ? 

Mr. Gites. No, sir; they never did come right out and tell me the 
reason they did not want to; no, sir. 

Senator Ervin. What did you figure to be the reason ? 

Mr. Gites. I figured it was against the constitution and they fig- 
ured the men would 

Senator Ervin. Have the evidence on them ? 

Mr. Gites. Have the evidence on them. The fact of the business 
is there was some man out there, and I don’t remember who he was, 
and I heard some of them got on to them, he wrote to the UA about 
that. 

The Cuarrman. You may be excused at this time. 

The committee will stand in recess until 10 o’clock tomorrow 
morning. The other witnesses will have to be back at 10 o’clock. 

We will have to go to the floor now to vote. 

(Whereupon, at 4:36 p.m. the committee was recessed, to recon- 
vene at 10 a.m. Wednesday, August 17, 1960.) 
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(On August 17, 1960, the following witnesses testified in executive session 
during hearings held by the Subcommittee on Investigations. This testimony 
was made public on September 23, 1960, by members of the subcommittee and 
follows below.) 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 1960 


U.S. SEnaTE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The Permanent Subcommittee met at 10:15 a.m., pursuant to section 
5, Senate Resolution 255, agreed to April 11, 1960, Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations, in room 3302, Senate Office Building, 
Senator John L. McClellan (chairman of the Permanent Subcom- 
mittee) presiding. 

Present: Senator John L. McClellan, Democrat, Arkansas; Senator 
Sam J. Ervin, Jr., Democrat, North Carolina. 

Also present : Jerome S. Adlerman, general counsel; James F. Mun- 
die, investigator; LaVern J. Duffy, investigator; Ruth Y. Watt, chief 
clerk. 

The CHarrman. The committee will be in order. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of convening: Sen- 
ators McClellan and Ervin.) 

The CuarrMan. Be sworn, Mr. Longing, please. 

You do solemnly swear the evidence you shall give before this Sen- 
ate Investigating Subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Lonaina. Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF J. TRUETT LONGING 


The CHarrMan. State your name, your place of residence, and your 
business or occupation. 

Mr. Lonatne. Truett Longing, and I reside at 611 West 10th, 
Crossett, Ark. Iam employed by the Crossett Paper Mill as a welder. 

The Cuarrman. What is your trade? Welder? 

Mr. Lonatnea. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. Have you ever been a member of the Steamfitters 
& Plumbers Union, Local No. 706, of El Dorado, Ark. ? 

Mr. Lonaina. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. How long have you been a member of that union ? 

Mr, Lonatnea. I got my card in 1946. 

The Cuatrman. And continued as a member how long? 
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Mr. Lonetine. I got a withdrawal card, I believe it was, in 1958, 

The Cuarrman. You were a member for 2 years? 

Mr. Loneine. No, sir; longer than that; 1946. 

The CHamman. You were a member about 12 years? 

Mr. Lonerna. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. During that time, did you work on the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal ? 

Mr. Lonerna. No, sir. 

The Cuairman. You were not one of those who worked on the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal job? 

Mr. Lonarnea. No, sir. 

The CuatrMan. All right, Mr. Adlerman. 

Mr. Apterman. Mr. Longing, in 1955 you were working at a mill 
in Crossett, Ark. 2 

Mr. Lonerna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Were you approached by any person from the 
local 706? 

Mr. Lonerna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Apterman. Who was that? 

Mr. Lonerne. George Wolfe. 

Mr. ApLterMAN. What request did he make of you? 

Mr. Lonerna. He asked me or approached me one morning and 
asked me would I clear my book into the pipeline local in Tulsa. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Local 798 4 

Mr. Loneine. Yes, sir; and he said that it would help us on down 
the line. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did he ask you to vote for Craddock ? 

Mr. Lonetna. No, sir; not at that time. 

Mr. Apterman. Did he later on ask you to vote for Craddock? 

Mr. Loneine. No, sir, he didn’t, but after I cleared my book in 
there, I didn’t know what the purpose was at that time. As time 
went on, I found out that that was what we were supposed to do was 
to vote for Craddock . 

Mr. Apterman. How did you clear your book? 

Mr. Lonernc. Someone took it up, Mr. Adlerman, and I don’t re- 
member who. But that is all I had to do with it. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. You gave your book to somebody ? 

Mr. Lonatne. I turned my book in, and the clearing part of it was 
taken care of. 

Mr. Apterman. Did you pay any dues or dues stamps for the 
clearance ? 

Mr. Lonarna. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLeErMAN. What happened after that? 

Mr. Lonetna. Well, one morning we all got on a bus before day- 
light and proceeded to Baton Rouge. 

Mr. ApLeERMAN. Was that in El Dorado? 

Mr. Lonerne. Yes, sir; we boarded the bus in El] Dorado. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. And you went to Baton Rouge? 

Mr. Lonarnea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApteERMAN. What happened there? 

Mr. Lonetnc. We went to some hotel. I can’t think of the name 
of it. It was a double name. Pack, I believe, was one of it. But 
there is where we did our voting, up on about the third or fourth floor, 
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and after we voted for Mr. Craddock they invited us up to his room 
for a drink and we went up there and had a drink. Then our delega- 
tion assembled again, and we went to the Picadilly Restaurant, 
I believe, and had lunch. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Who paid the expenses of this trip? 

Mr. Lonearne. Ted Nordmyer paid for them. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Who is Ted Nordmyer? 

Mr. Loneine. A member of local 706. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Is he an officer? 

Mr. Lonerne. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Is hea steward ? 

Mr. Lonerna. No, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. But he had charge of the people on the bus? 

Mr. Lonerne. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. How many men were there on the bus? 

Mr. Lonaine. There was approximately 50 men. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did they all vote there ? 

Mr. Lonetna. Yes, sir; tomy knowledge they did. 

Mr. ApterMAN. And they were all given the same instructions of 
who to vote for ? 

Mr. Lonernea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Was Mr. Yocom along with you? 

Mr. Lonerne. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did he instruct you how to vote? 

Mr. Lonaina. No, sir; I don’t believe he did. We were handed a 
list, I believe it was a ballot, and the names were marked on there 
that we were supposed to vote for. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Who handed you that list ? 

Mr. Lonarna. I don’t recall, sir. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Do you recall any difficulties within the union at 
meetings? Did any people have any difficulties with the officers of 
the local because they objected to the way things were going in the 
local ? 

Mr. Lonerna. Well, yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Before you get into that phase of it, I hand you 
here a small book that indicates it is some kind of a record from 1953 
to 1956. Task you to examine this book and state what it is. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Lonarne. This is a journeyman card from the United Associa- 
tion of the Journeymen Pipe Fitters & Steamfitters of America. 
This is a dues book that is issued for the years 1953 through 1956. 

The Cuairman. Is it your book? 

Mr. Lonatne. Yes, sir; it is. 

The Cratrman. You identify it as such? You identify that as 
your book that you used as a member of local 706 ? 

Mr. Loneina. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. As the book that was issued to you? 

Mr. Loneina. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. I see over on one of the pages there a stamp vote, 
that said “Voted in 798,” is that right? 

Mr. Lonainea. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrman. What does that indicate? How come that is 
stamped in there that you voted 798 on the date given there? What 
does that indicate? 
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Mr. Lonerne. This is the stamp that was placed in the book when 
it was cleared into the Tulsa local. 

The Cuartrman. They wouldn’t put “voted” in there until you had 
voted it; would they ? 

Mr. Lone inc. I wouldn’t assume they did. 

The Cratrman. In other words, that stamp is the only stamp in 
that book indicating that you were ever a member of that local ? 

Mr. Lonerna. Yes, sir. 

The Ciarrman. Were you actually ever a member of that local? 

Mr. Loneine. Well, according to the rules and regulations of the 
United Association, Senator, I suppose I was for this brief period of 
time. 

The CHatrmMan. Just for the purpose of moving in to vote? 

Mr. Loneina. Yes, sir. 

The Cnamman. That was the only service you performed, the only 
function connected with your being in that union, so you could vote? 

Mr. Lonarna. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

The CHatrmMan. You never worked under its supervision or direc- 
tion at any time; did you? 

Mr. Lonaina. No, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. You never worked under its officers? 

Mr. Lonetnea. No, sir. 

The CHarrmMan. You never sought any work permit from it? 

Mr. Lonerna. No, sir. 

The CHairman. You never participated in anything that local 
ever did, any action it has ever taken, or any of its proceedings or 
policies, or anything, except to go from El Dorado down to Baton 
Rouge, La., for the pur pose of casting that one vote? 

Mr. Lonarne. That is right. 

The Cnatrman. And you were provided a ticket that showed you 
how they wanted you tov ote then ? 

Mr. Lonerna. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Was Mr. Craddock’s name on that ticket ? 

Mr. Lonetna. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrrman. Running for what? 

Mr. Lonerne. Business agent. 

The Cuatrman. Did you vote for him in accordance with the in- 
structions you received ? 

Mr. Lonerne. Yes, sir; I did. 

The CuHarrman. How long did you stay in that union after you 
voted that day? 

Mr. Lonerne. Our books came back to local 706 and they were 
handed back to us. 

The CuHamman. Your books came back and were handed back to 
you? 

Mr. Lonerna. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did you ever pay any dues to local 798 ? 

Mr. Lonaine. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You never paid any dues to that local at any time? 

Mr. Lonernea. No, sir. 

The Cuamman. If there is any record of your having paid dues, 
you didn’t pay them and didn’t know anything about it? 

Mr. Lonernc. That is right, sir. 
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The CuamrMAN. Do you know whether any were paid and charged 
ou! 
ONT. Loneine. No, sir. 

The CuarrMAN. In other words, you had nothing to do with that 
local other than that they just herded you into a truck, a number of 

ou, and took you down there and had you vote in that election 

Mr. Lonerna. That is right, sir. 

The CuHarrMan. Mr. Dutfy ! 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Longing, did you actually, when you went in to 
yote—did they stamp this book for you ? 

Mr. Lonearnea. I didn’t have the book with me. 

Mr. Durry. You didn’t have the book with you? 

Mr. Lonatne. No, sir. 

Mr. Durry. How did they determine you were eligible to vote when 
you went into the room? 

Mr. Loneine. Mr. Duffy, I might retract that statement. I don’t 
remember whether I had the book with me or not. It is possible, but 
I don’t believe I did. 

Mr. Durry. You don’t know whether they stamped your book at 
that time or not? 

Mr. Lonetne. No. 

The CuarrMan. Is that the usual practice, that when you go to vote 
you have your book with you ? 

Mr. Lonatne. Yes, sir. I couldn't be for sure, but I might have had 
that book. 

The CuatrMan. Let the book be made exhibit No. 22 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 22” for refer- 
ence, and may be found in the files of the subcommittee.) 

The Cuairman. All right, Mr. Adlerman. 

Mr. Lonetne. As I recall it, they had a list, just like they do in 
county and State elections. 

The Cuairman. They had furnished to the election officials a list of 
you? 

: Mr. Lonatna. I believe that is correct, sir. 

The CrairMan. I assume the officials went by that list, then, rather 
than by your presenting your book ? 

Mr. Loneine. That is right. 

The Cuarmman. All right. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Who were the officers of local 706 at that time? 

Mr. Lonarne. The executive board consisted of George Wolfe, Pee 
Wee Hicks, C. D. Longing. I am not sure about the other member. 

Mr. Apterman. Who was the business man: ager ? 

Mr. Lonatne. I believe Earl Griffin was. 

Mr. ApteERMAN. Was hean international organizer at the same time? 

Mr. Lonernea. I think so; yes, sir. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did he hold two offices, then ? 

Mr. Lonetna. I believe that is correct. 

Mr. ApterMAN. When had he been elected to the local office ? 

Mr. Lonetna. That was a long time ago. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Did Ermon Griffin hold office at that time? 

Mr. Lonetna. Yes, sir. I believe he was financial secretary-treas- 
urer. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Had he been elected or appointed ? 
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Mr. Lonatne. I believe he was elected by standing vote, or a vote 
of “The ayes have it and it is so ordered.” 

Mr. ApteRMAN. Were you aware of difficulties within the local at 
any of the meetings? Did any of the members object to the practices 
that were being followed by the officers of the union ? 

Mr. LoncIna. Yes, sir. There was numerous occasions when mem- 
bers of that local union would get on the floor and object to some- 
thing, and then they would be penalized or they wouldn’t be permitted 
to work 

Mr. ApteRMAN. Do you recall any specific instances of such a na- 
ture? 

Mr. Lonetne. Well, I know some people in that local union that 
hasn’t worked in 4.and 5 years. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Why? 

Mr. Lonetne. Because they opposed Earl Griffin. 

Mr. AptERMAN. Will you name them ? 

Mr. Lonetnea. Well, Abe Allen isone. My father-in-law is two. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. What was his name? 

Mr. Lonerne. Hardin. 

The CHarrMan. Give his initials. 

Mr. Lonernea. E. M. Hardin. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Is there anyone else you can remember ? 

Mr. Lonerne. Not right offhand. 

Mr. AptERMAN. Do yourecall a Mr. Terry ? 

Mr. Lonetna. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Apterman. Did Mr. Terry have any difficulty ? 

Mr. Lonerna. I couldn’t say per sonally about his work, how much 
work he got, but I do know that he opposed on the floor the local 
union about the finances. I couldn’t be sure. I will make this state- 
ment: I couldn’t be sure whether it was Mr. Terry or not, but I later 
heard, or I might have heard it with my own ears, that he opposed 
the financial reports on the local union and he was told that it “wasn’t 
none of his damn business.” 

The Cuarrman. Why did you quit local 706 ? 

Mr. Lonerna. I was offered—I was working on construction at the 
Crossett Paper Co. out of local 706, and the head maintenance super- 
visor approached me one day and asked me if I would be interested 
in a regular job with the Crossett Paper Co., and I figured it was an 
excellent opportunity to get out of this and make my family livelihood 
in one place instead of traveling all over the country. 

The CuatrmMan. You weren’t dissatisfied with the operation of the 
local ? 

Mr. Lonetnea. Yes, sir; I was. 

The CHarrmMan. You were? 

Mr. Lonaina. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Why had you gone along with them? Did you go 
along with the officers of local 706 for a period of time ? 

Mr. Lonarne. I did for a long time, Senator; yes, sir. 

The Cuatrrman. Why ? 

Mr. Lonerne. Because I knew if I opposed them in any way, it would 
be held against me, and I wouldn’t get the work. 

The Cuatrman. Did you find that a number of others, possibly, went 
along for the same reason and tried to not offend the officers or oppose 
them ? 
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Mr. Loneinea. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMANn. That particularly applies to Mr. Griffin, Earl 
Griffin ¢ 

Mr. Lonatna. Yes, sir. 

The CuairMan. When you got a chance to get out where you 
thought you could get regular employment, you quit ? 

Mr. Loneina. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. You are still a member of the union ? 

Mr. Lonatnea. Yes, sir; the International Association of Machinists. 

The CuairMAN. You joined it since you went to work at Crossett? 

Mr. Loneine. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. You are not now testifying as someone who is dis- 
gruntled with that union? 

Mr. Loneinea. No, sir. 

The CuarrMAn. You are out of that union and you are satisfied 
with your work ? 

Mr. Lonerna. I maintain a withdrawal card in 706. 

The CuarrMAn. You have a withdrawal card, but you do not pay 
dues to it ? 

Mr. Lonerna. No, sir. It is an inactive book and I pay $5 a year. 

The CuarrMan. So you do retain that relationship ? 

Mr. Lonatnea. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrMan. But you are not now dependent upon the favors 
of those officers for employment ? 

Mr. Lonerne. No, sir. 

The CHatrrMan. You are in another union, another job and another 
character of work? 

Mr. Lonetna. That is correct. 

The CHarrman. Is there anything else? 

Mr. ApLERMAN. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Durry. Do you remember any conversations on the floor that 
Mr. Griffin made which you thought were improper at any time? 

Mr. Lonainea. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Durry. Would you tell the committee about that ? 

Mr. Lonerna. [heard Mr. Griffin state one night on the floor 

The CoHarrmMan. Ata union meeting? 

Mr. Lonatnea. Yes, sir. I would say there was approximately 300 
members in attendance. AsT recall it, it was close to election time, or 
maybe it was right before he put his brother in there as business agent. 

Mr. Durry. What year would that have been, 1955? 

Mr. Lonetnea. No; I believe it was in 1957. I couldn’t be sure about 
that ; 1956 or 1957. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Earl Griffin became an international organizer in 
1955 and his brother took over to some degree prior to that time. 

Mr. Lonatnc. Well, it could have been. I couldn’t be sure on the 
date. 

Mr. Durry. Just tell us what happened. 

Mr. Lonerna. He got on the floor and stated to the membership that 
if that local union and its membership didn’t do what he wanted to do, 
or went along with his line of thinking, that he would withdraw the 
jurisdiction of local 706 to the city limits of El Dorado. 

The Cuarrman. What would that mean, if he withdrew the juris- 
diction? That was after he became an international officer and had 
some authority in the international organization ? 
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Mr. Lonerne. Yes, sir. He had the authority—I am not sure 
whether he was over Arkansas at that time, but he told different loca] 
unions in the State where their jurisdictions would fall. 

The Cuarrman. He set the jurisdiction of the different locals? 

Mr. Lonaine. That is right; yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. He was kind of the arbiter, then, of jurisdiction 
areas as between the different locals ¢ 

Mr. Lonetnea. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. What would it have meant had he withdrawn the 
jurisdiction of local 706 only to El] Dorado? 

Mr. Lonarnc. That would mean, Senator, that within the city 
limits of El Dorado, drawing it out as a square, that would be the 
only place that we could work in the population of a town of about 
30,000. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, the members of local 706 would 
not be entitled to work in any other town in the vicinity or any other 

roject in the vicinity but would be confined only to the city limits of 

‘1 Dorado, and thus other locals, like 155 of Little Rock and 665 of 
Pine Bluff or some other local, would have jurisdiction of those proj- 
ects and the members of 706 wouldn't get to work at them ? 

Mr. Lonerne. That is right, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. That was the threat he made? 

Mr. Lonerna. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did that seem to be effective in keeping the mem- 
bership pretty well corraled ¢ 

Mr. Loneine. Well, Senator, I will say this: I have seen important 
issues come up on the floor, and the men were—I can’t hardly explain 
it in a way that you could understand it, but they were so scared to 
oppose him that I have seen important issues come up for a vote on 
the floor and when it came time to vote they would get up in their 
chairs and peep around to see if they were getting up on the right side. 

The CHarrman. They wanted to be sure they didn’t make any 
mistakes? 

Mr. Lonarnea. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

Senator Ervin. 1 believe it was a great resident of Arkansas, Albert 
Pike, who said the whole world is just a few days ahead of starvation. 
The Lord made it that way to keep us busy and to keep us out of 
devilment. 

Whether he is absolutely accurate in that, most members of local 
706, like most other human beings, have to work for a living, don’t 
they # 

Mr. Lonetna. Yes, sir; that is correct. 

Senator Ervin. Particularly those who are married, and by reason 
of their marriage, as the old expression is, have given hostages to 
fortune, they are compeiled to do everything they can within reason 
to retain any work they have access to; is that correct ? 

Mr. Lonaina. Yes, sir; that is true. 

Senator Ervin. So when Mr. Griffin made the statements and threats 
of the nature of that which you have described, it necessarily had a 
tremendous coercive power over those who were compelled, the mem- 
bers of that union who were compelled, to work for a livelihood for 
themselves and their families / 

Mr. Lonaine. It certainly did. 
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Senator Ervin. When you got this opportunity to go to work for 
the Crossett Paper Co., you welcomed the opportunity to take a job 
there for two reasons. ‘The first was that it enabled you to work at 
one place and thereby to stay at your home, and the other was that 
it gave you an oppor tunity to escape from the coercive power that was 
being exerted over the members of local 706 by Griffin. 

Mr. Lonerne. That is right, sir. I told my family when I accepted 
that job down there that I was thankful to be out of it and I hoped 
it would be my last day to ever make a living out of the United Asso- 
ciation. 

Senator Ervin. In other words, while you, in common with other 
members of 706, had to tolerate’ the conditions under which Earl 
Griffin operated, those conditions did not meet with your approval, and 
you welcomed an opportunity whereby you could earn a living for 
yourself and your family without having to submit yourself to him 
further ? 

Mr. Lonerna. That is right, sir. 

Mr. Durry. At another general membership meeting, were there any 
remarks about inadequacy of financial reports that were being fur- 
nished to the membership? Did Mr. Griffin make any remarks | along 
that line that you can recall? 

Mr. Lonernc. Mr. Duffy, I don’t recall, but I can say this: That 
the local union had a finance committee composed of three men, and 
they were supposed to give a financial report on the local union once 
a month. 

I can truthfully say that during my membership there I don’t be- 
lieve I ever heard two or three financial reports that were up to date. 
They were generally 3 or 4 months behind. 

Mr. Durry. Did you attend all the meetings ? 

Mr. Lonatne. Not all of them; no, sir. But I have seen financial 
reports that were as high as 4 months behind. 

Mr. Durry. That is all. 

The Cuarrman. What did the reports contain? Did they really 
give you any information of any value? 

Mr. Loneérnc. Senator, I never was on the inside where I could, you 
might say, examine, but those reports were in large figures and jumbled 
up. It was something that a rank and file member just couldn’t 
understand when it was read off to them. 

The CHarrman. There was never any document passed out showing 
a statement, a financial statement, made available to the members? 

Mr. Lonatna. No, sir. 

The CratrmMan. It was just read off at a meeting? 

Mr. Lonetna. That is right. I recall one instance, I believe about 4 
years ago, and it was the first time that I had found out in a local 
union meeting what the union was worth. They gave a financial 
report and I believe this is correct, that they s said we had $196,000 
in several different funds, which was the organizing fund, the general 
fund and the building fund, and also we had, I believe it was, a $20,000 
bond. But as I understand it now—of course, I don’t know, but that 
was 4 years ago, and now the local union is practically broke, as I 
understand. 

The Crramman. Isthere anything further? 

If not, Mr. Longing, thank you very much. 
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Mr. Loneine. Am I dismissed, Senator, and can I catch my plane? 
The CuHatrMan. Yes, You may catch your plane. 
Weare glad to have had you present. 


TESTIMONY OF LaVERN J. DUFF Y—Resumed 


The Cuairman. Mr. Duffy, you have been previously sworn. Any 
evidence you have or records pertaining to this election, you may now 
present—the election that is alleged to have been rigged. 

Mr. Durry. Senator, we originally heard some allegations that the 
election held in December 1955 for the officers of local 798 in Tulsa, 
Okla., was to some degree rigged. So we looked into the allegation, 

First I went to Tulsa, Okla., to look at their records. I found a 
list of people that were declared eligible to vote in that election, the 
1955 election. So I took that listing and I got the worksheets in the 
international union of all the membership of local 706 for 2 months 
prior to December 1955 to compare the two rosters. 

I found that approximately 40 men that were now on the rolls, 
declared eligible to vote in the 798 election in December 1955, 2 months 

rior to that time, were on the rolls of local 706. So I had all their 
at sheets pulled in the international union on these 40 men. 

The international keeps a record of every man in the union. When 
he transfers out of one local into another local, that notation is put 
on a history sheet of his. So every time a man goes from one local 
to another local there isa record of that. 

So I pulled out the history sheets of these 40 individuals. Senator, 
T made an exhibit of that, giving the names and book numbers of all 
of these 40 people. 

The Cuarrman. You madea list from the records? 

Mr. Durry. From the records that I examined in the international 
union. I also pulled out and made photostatic copies of all the his- 
tory sheets of these 40 individuals. 

The CuHatrman. Is this the compilation of your search of the 
records? 

Mr. Durry. It is, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. This compilation of the statement now presented 
by the witness, Mr. Duffy, may be printed in the record at this point 
as a part of the record and as part of his testimony. 

Copies of the history sheets that Mr. Duffy has available may be 
made exhibit No. 23 for reference. They are, as I understand it, 
supporting documents to the summary or compilation that you have 
made; is that correct? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. 

The CuarrmMan. The compilation may be printed in the record and 
the other sheets may be made exhibit No. 23 for reference. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 23” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee.) 

(The compilation referred to follows :) 

Records of the general offices of the United Association of Journeymen & 
Apprentices of the Plumbing & Pipe Fitters Industry of the United States and 
Canada disclose that the men listed below, on November 30, 1955, cleared out of 
local 706, El Dorado, Ark., and into local 798, Tulsa, Okla. 

Approximately 1 month later, on December 31, 1955, these same men cleared 


out of local 798, and most of them went back into local 706. The election of 
officers of local 798 occurred on December 11, 1955. 
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Under section 124 of the union constitution, no member of a local union is 
eligible to vote in a local election unless he has been a member in the local union 
when the vote is being taken for 60 days previous to the election. All of the 
men listed below were declared eligible to vote in the December 11, 1955, election 


of officers of local 798. 


Union 

Name book No. 
I Milas NEE tn ons ene an ennsms eae rp ehesgtinak sh pets cinch lleshiretayp Qpinemn ddl encing enendr eviuascdir eoleaageel 382883 
aT i, RMN Ni ses eh pee we ohne ns pi Selva cnc a 523,961 
Oe, Osa ccc creer ccenin nieilisinenestintinsichticama alse ennthititicnksiisaanenl 379240 
i NM TNs CE ONIN si as ar cnn is Satins gen sl nce weet kat ahatetaeecale 448935 
Ber BD, GG ic nnn een ene enon nscenesbbnceseseneenen 728892 
SN a, BP jernccciertsisncenen ssc rsersiinitnionnensonrtinninteiteaiaiiacsaniniatnnamsanmaaaaanae 579448 
ap tines lapietcs oe corm nica tn aca a ae reece 357639 
I Be NNN cise antec thileeetempeedishibatec tel decnialdibansiansssaiticilciicnbaaale 464269 
I IE Fn sn ici ti icin diem nalnaigitnee sh bangiceeenmite 363976 
I eticnntitanicinivetsinmest-<anisdnnisie trpeaneysniuabininnpinditeamniiinenslinadeaiaalinsia 871575 
Ri gi op emi po ag ea erg ee 400821 
Sas eT ltd cp ensernnarinicrenepeniniisithanteiisiedaantnaienpmenmtnisaisnliiannmnia naan 352657 
SE I a Be OR a cece rst sien anand enlapteninsik seeded tachen dcischenlnidahiateiensdiidegillinn 379238 
As EWU RRR a. Saha acceded be acted Mima iad a cal te 354361 
IETS 30 5 shea ces reste guapins onpdaoeaimmninsdieameadona dmnomra 451213 
Ie RT sos sccecslides sss enin whee ep aeoannceandnbon: usenet 747318 
DINE A WII i on sce ease is les oases ea av ee ae 747319 
SII, Bs) THRU cides ccc rcstnndo nis tet et te eh is 352666 
TO I a his bid sus dreiicllon byte taeda asec s ed oitaihad es baleen eae 742183 
Me I i i cece sci ole 371225 
I NO SI iS den succinate essai cacsad be naiscatea tte a ee ae 730845 
IE Es ET Nae. itdspnw co ce signin schneesennie pio ass nega Fee ee ee 857681 
GEE Uae PERO oo hie e eben) eee 854396 
OO iin ahaa csi lets Bele tai a AERIS Eee ee 477348 
NI hi i haste cattle aw nicl tbat eal ae ile aa a a 630615 
DU ie Os cain eae eciocsinciicis cg ais cases aici a i ee ee 352681 
I OMIT as aos eons th agua ednsvaten mass Ge dnekedvieeaateo ta 357707 
Meh, Ee Re arON nS ce ee 371221 
A I eke OU ice tii dss escicasichdaninn can te eniesiabdenceaicihihie diated sti ale an te pel 
SO IN AONE I isa aia cnn San acelin nance in nd ae Re a 747346 
I CIE ic seismicity a ale 
Pe Ds ic NINN ss sxe g.avinb in eosin tx ekasaccgraneh excesses oleae 405578 
Mita te ie MRO 8 a ee be ee 8 Lee 716988 
Cre eee CUTE a=W Csi eis ening cst be Sivaeesdeend a eeiain Ueda ee eee 600307 
WINN ie UCN i i a ie re re ee 613161 
NS ec acta seaccnls Stag Bete Ueda in natch a ce ae ree 
Be 0 ORSON ia can tesasn ss co tanned ee 728887 
MR NMMRETED WU, NOSOI EG eet ei ich rina th es pcre deen lci eeeee 382795 
a ere ee eee eee es, 3857651 
COON i a led er 379265 


1Mr. Giles cleared out of local 776, Lima, Ohio, on Sept. 30, 1955, and into local 798. 
On Nov, 30, 1955, he cleared out of local 798 into local 706. 


Mr. Durry. In examining these 40 history sheets we found an un- 
usual situation. We found that all 40 of these individuals had 
checked out of local 706 in El Dorado on November 30, 1955, and into 
local 798. On December 31, 1955, they checked out of 798 and prac- 
tically all of them went back into 706. There was a mass exodus 
into local 798. 

The Cuarrman. What was the total? 

Mr. Durry. Forty. I think there were a few more, but we know 
of exactly 40. 

The CuarrMan. In other words, you found 40, but you think there 
were a few others that you possibly didn’t find a record of ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator. I think there may have been 
a few more. As I say, all 40 of these transferred into local 798 11 
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days before the election. The election was held in Baton Rouge, La 
on December 11, 1955. . 

The Cuaman. They transferred in on the 30th of November? 

Mr. Durry. On the 30th of November. 

The CuatrrmMan. And that was 11 days before the election was held? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. That is what the history sheets in the 
United Association here in Washington show. 

The Cuaimrman. Those are the record of the international ? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. Then they were all out of that local by December 
31? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, Senator; that is what the records show, 

The Cuarrman. In other words, it was just a technique to get some 
votes in that election for the candidates that they wanted elected? 

Mr. Durry. I might explain why they had an election in Baton 
Rouge when the officers were actually from Tulsa. 

Local 798 has pipeline jurisdiction over the whole country, except 
Arkansas. So it was necessary, for them to have all the eligible voters 
vote, to have certain points throughout the country so they “could vote, 
and Baton Rouge was selected as one of those points. We also found, 
Senator, that there were only 50 to 60 votes cast in Baton Rouge. 

The CHarrmMan. How many ? 

Mr. Durry. Fifty to sixty votes. That is what Mr. Craddock in- 
formed me, the business manager of local 798. We know that 40 to 
50 of them came from 706. Baton Rouge was allocated as a center to 
vote as early as February 1955. So there must have been some con- 
spiracy going on way back that early on this thing. 

Senator, we interviewed a lot of these people besides the witnesses 
we have had here. We have had Mr. Giles and Mr. Longing testify 
on this election. I interviewed and took depositions from a number 
of the other people who voted in that election. Rather than reading 
the depositions, | could summarize five or six of them. 

The Cuarman. The de -positions may be made exhibit No. 24 for 
reference, these affidavits that you took. .They will all be made ex- 
hibits for reference. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 24” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee.) 

The CHarMan. You may summarize for the record the highlights 
of the depositions or affidavits, just identifying the affiant and then 
stating what he said. 

Mr. Durry. The first one is from the Reverend A. Evans, a 
Baptist minister in the city of El Dorado. His affidavit nae that in 
the latter part of 1955 he was working on a job in Crossett, Ark, 
under the jurisdiction of local 706. He was approached by shop 
steward George Wolfe and told that Earl Griffin wanted him to 
clear his union book into local 798 in order to make him eligible to 
vote in the December 1955 election. 

Evans consented to do this. All details were handled by local 706. 
Evans did not leave the jurisdiction of 706. A few days before he 
was to make the trip to Baton Rouge to vote in the election, Curtis 
Porter called and instructed him on the election. 

Evans advised Porter that he was unable to make the trip because 
he had to preach the next day. Porter instructed him to send his 
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union book to El Dorado, which he did. Someone used Evans’ book 
to vote in the election, but he did not use it himself. 

In support of that, I have the union book of Mr. Evans showing 
that he did vote in that election, but he did not make the trip. Obvi- 
ously someone else used his book to vote in that election. 

The CuarrMAN. That book may be made exhibit No. 25. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 25” for ref- 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The CuarrMan. According to Mr. Evans’ affidavit, he did not vote, 
but he did surrender his book to someone else ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

The CHAIRMAN. He didn’t know who used it? 

Mr. Durry. He did not know who used it. 

The CuammMan. But his book is stamped as having voted in that 
election ? 

Mr. Durry. Correct, Senator. 

The next affidavit I have is from J. T. Mitchell. His affidavit states 
that in the year 1955 Earl Griffin cleared some of the members of local 
706 into local 798 so they could be eligible to vote in the December 1955 
election. 

Mitchell was not one of the members of local 706 who had his book 
cleared into local 798. Ted Nordmyer, of local 706, approached Mitch- 
ell on the street in December 1955 and asked him if he would make 
the trip to Baton Rouge. Nordmyer said that Marvin Varnado had 
sick folks and was unable to make the trip. Nordmyer gave Mitchell 
Varnado’s book, and Mitchell made the trip and voted in the election. 

He was furnished a list of the candidates he was asked to vote for, 
and he voted for these men. As I say, Senator, Mr. Mitchell, who 
actually voted in the election, did not clear into the union. He used 
someone else’s book, Mr. Varnado’s, who could not go. 

Senator Ervin. He voted on someone else’s credentials ? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

Senator Ervin. He wasn’t eligible to vote? 

Mr. Durry. That is right. 

The next affidavit is from C. L. Roberts, working out of the juris- 
diction of 706. He was also approached by George Wolfe and he 
cleared his book into 798. Those details were also handled by the 
officials of local 706. He worked out of the jurisdiction of local 706 
and did not leave the area. 

According to Roberts, the only reason he cleared his book into 798 
was to vote in the election. Curtis Porter notified him of the time the 
bus was to leave El Dorado for Baton Rouge in December 1955. 
When the bus was ready to leave, Mr. Roberts suddenly realized he 
had forgotten his book and went home to get it. When he returned, 
the bus had left, so he was not able to vote. 

Incidentally, Mr. Roberts’ book shows he was cleared in and eligible 
to vote, but he was unable to make the trip. 

The next affidavit is from Mr. J. G. Baker. In 1955 Baker was 
employed on the Crossett job and worked out of local 706 when he 
was approached also by George Wolfe, who stated to him that Earl 
Griffin wanted him to clear his book in 798 so he could vote in the 
December 1955 elections. 
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Baker agreed, but it was handled by someone else in the office of 
706, the details of that election. He never personally cleared his book 
into local 798. He continued paying his dues into local 798 to Ermon 
Griffin. Baker made the trip to Baton Rouge and voted for Jameg 
Craddock. 

The next one we have is from Mr. Omer Johnson. 

Senator, I won’t say too much more about that. It is very similar 
to the others. He also voted in the election. He made the trip to 
Baton Rouge and voted for the list of candidates that was furnished 
him. 

Mr. George W. Pace also voted in the election; also, he was on the 
Crossett job. His book was cleared in and he voted for Craddock 
as he was requested to do. 

I interviewed a number of other individuals that I did not take 
depositions from, and the story was the same from them. I would 
say I interviewed maybe 18. 

The Cuatrman. That seems to establish the story on the election 
and how it was handled. 

Mr. Durry. Senator, I have the beok of Mr. Roberts which shows 
he did not vote in that election, which I testified to here this morning, 
I have the union book 

The Cuairman. Did anybody vote for Roberts ? 

Mr. Durry. No. He did not go, Senator. He was the one that 
missed the bus and kept his book with him. 

The Cuatrman. I don’t think it is important to make it a part of 
this record. 

Mr. Durry. We have Mr. Pace’s book that shows he did vote in the 
election, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Who? 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Pace, whom I testified to. 

The CuatrmMan. His book may be made exhibit No. 26. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 26” for ref- 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

Mr. Durry. We have Mr. Ralph Kelly’s showing he also voted 
in that election. 

The CuatrmMan. That will be made exhibit No. 27. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 27” for ref- 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The Crarrman. Did you interview Mr. James R. Craddock, the 
man for whom these members voted when they transferred out of 
local 706 into local 798 ? 

Mr. Dourry. I did secure an affidavit from him, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. You have that affidavit? 

Mr. Durry. I have a photostatic copy of it in front of me, Senator. 

The Caran. That affidavit may be made exhibit No. 28, and 
excerpts may be printed in the record at this point. Are there any 
excerpts from it you wish to have printed in the record? 

Well, I believe I will just print the whole affidavit in the record, 
since this is one of the parties involved. I think his affidavit should be 
printed in full. Instead of making it an exhibit, print it in full mn 
the record at this point. 

(The affidavit referred to is as follows :) 
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AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA, 
County of Tulsa, ss: 

I, James Richard Craddock, who resides at 8833 East 37th Place, Tulsa, 
Okla., freely and voluntarily make the following statement to LaVern J. Duffy, 
who has identified himself to me as a member of the Senate Permanent Inves- 
tigating Committee of the U.S. Senate. No threat, force, or duress has been 
used to induce me to make this statement, nor have I received any promise of 
immunity from any consequences which may result from submission of this 
statement to the aforementioned Senate committee. 

I was a business agent and secretary for local 798 from its inception in 1949 
until 1952 when I became business manager and secretary. Prior to the elec- 
tion in 1955, it was determined that the duties would be split up and that there 
would be elected a business manager and a financial secretary and the financial 
secretary would take over the duties that I had theretofore assumed as secretary. 

Members of local 198 do pipeline work on jobs throughout the United States 
and 798 has policing jurisdiction over 36 States. Although 798 is a local union, 
because of the fact that its membership is scattered all over the United States 
and its members are working on jobs which are generally outside of the Tulsa 
area, the union is in the nature of and partakes of an international union. 
Our membership varies from month to month but stays somewhere around 3,2 
members. As indicated, there is a constant traffic in and out of the local and 
this is done through the use of clearance cards. 

Arkansas is one of the few States where 798 has no jurisdiction. Local 706 
has pipeline jurisdiction over all the State of Arkansas. From the time that I 
began working with the union here, I was acquainted with the 706 organiza- 
tion and would have dealings with them from time to time, particularly on 
river-crossing matters. Prior to 1955 I dealt with Earl Griffin of 706 and later 
with J. C. Swail who was the business manager, and then still later with Ermon 
Griffin, brother of Earl Griffin. As business manager and as secretary of local 
798 (prior to 1955), I supervised and was charged with the responsibility of 
keeping the cash sheets and forwarding the per capita tax to Washington. 

Prior to the 1955 union election, details concerning the election were worked 
out between my office and Washington. I did not ask or request the services 
of Earl Griffin for the purpose of supervising the election nor did such a request 
originate out of my office. I did request through a telegram his presence for 
the closing of the election on December 22 and 23 but he was unable to be here 
on that occasion, and I also made a formal request for his presence here on 
January 5, 1956, for the purpose of installation of new officers and working out 
some pipeline problems, but again he was unable to come. 

It was determined that a ballot box should be prepared and set up and the ballot 
box would be sent into specific areas where the membership was concentrated. An 
election committee was formed for the purpose of carrying out the election. The 
three members of the election committee were paid regular daily wages for an 8- 
hour day at regular journeyman rates, plus all expenses. One of the committee 
members furnished his own car and the three members traveled together. There 
were seven candidates on the slate, five of whom were seeking the office of 
business agent, one was seeking the office of financial secretary, and I was 
running for business manager. The seven of us got together quite sometime 
prior to the election and made up a fund to be used for campaigning, enter- 
taining, ete. As I recall, each of us put $200 in the fund initially and then 
later made some smaller contributions to the fund. 

The first balloting was done in Cheyenne, Wyo. The committee traveled to 
Cheyenne and set up and arranged the balloting. From Cheyenne they went to 
Dallas, Tex., and held a portion of the election there. From Dallas they went 
to Beaumont, Tex. When they took the ballot box to Beaumont and set up the 
election there, I took a plane and flew to Beaumont and was present there 
during the election. I had heard that my opponent or members of the other 
slate of candidates were going to be present and I wanted to be sure that no one 
stole the election. I remained at Beaumont until after the election and then 
went with one of the business agents on my slate by automobile to Baton 
Rouge. We didn’t do any entertaining at all in Beaumont. I could have per- 
haps had a bottle in my room and had a number of the men in for the purpose 
of having a drink but that was the extent of the entertaining. 

Now sometime prior to the election and, if my memory serves me correctly, 
sometime during the month of August or September of 1955, I was in a conver- 
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sation with Earl Griffin and the matter of the December elections was brought 
up. Earl asked me how the election looked and I told him that we needed ay 
of the help that we could get. We had been using a number of men out of hig 
local for pipeline work and they had been transferred in and out of our loéa] 
These men were acquainted with pipeline work and were acquainted with the 
problems of the administration of the local union and knew our peculiar anq 
particular problems. We discussed the fact that the members of his local who 
had done pipeline work and had worked in and out of this union at various 
times and understood our problems should vote in this election and a number 
of these men (members of 706) transferred into 798 for the purpose of helping 
us in the election. It was understood that we wanted these people to elear 
into 798 for the purpose of voting in 798’s election since these people knew and 
were acquainted with the problems that we had and properly should have a 
voice in the voting on the various officers in 798. 

Now when we went over to Baton Rouge, we rented a suite of rooms in the 
hotel where the election was being held (the ballot box was on the mezzanine), 
From the campaign fund or chest that we had, we purchased some whisky and 
some sandwiches and made our room or suite available to the members who 
were coming in to vote. There were a number of people in and out. Ag qa 
matter of fact, the suite was crowded all day and many times I would go into 
the bedroom to get away from all the noise and traffic. A number of men came 
over to Baton Rouge from El Dorado. Although I don’t know, I would say 
that 40 men would be substantially correct. We held the room open and 
entertained for the day and for the night and then closed the room up and went 
on to Cape Girardeau the next morning. 

Cape Girardeau was the next place where the election was to be held. While 
at Baton Rouge, the only person I can distinctly remember who came over from 
El Dorado was “Red” Yocum. “Red” had been a member of 706 and had been 
to Tulsa on pipeline conferences a time or so and that is the reason that I knew 
him. I don’t know whether he voted but I assume that he did. I assume that 
he didn’t come all the way to Baton Rouge for the purpose of getting a drink 
off of me. I don’t know Ted Nordmeyer. Perhaps I would recognize him if I 
saw him but the name doesn’t mean anything to me. 

The matter of setting up and handling the election in Baton Rouge was handled 
by the election committee. The arrangements for the procuring of the hotel 
room or the place in the hotel to do the balloting was left to the business agent in 
the Baton Rouge territory. This was true also in all the other places where 
we went. From Baton Rouge we went to Cape Girardeau. The only entertain- 
ing done here as well as in the other places except Baton Rouge was by myself 
and the business agent of that area and that would consist of having a bottle 
or some drinks in the room and the room would be open for the men who were 
looking for a drink. 

From Cape Girardeau we went to Terre Haute, Ind. We did secure a suite 
there and did entertain somewhat like we did in Baton Rouge. Terre Haute 
was my last stop and I came on back to Tulsa. The ballot box was then sent on 
to Washington, Pa., which was the last place where balloting took place. As 
soon as the ballot box was returned to Tulsa, I sent the telegram to Washington 
requesting Earl Griffin’s presence for the closing. 

The election committee was advanced $500 each, or a total of $1,500, to cover 
expenses and this was advanced before they departed for Cheyenne. I don’t 
recall when the next advancements were made to them but the plan was that 
they were to use this money until they ran out and then we would make other 
advancements for their expenses. 

As I recall, 400 to 500 people out of the entire membership of 798 voted during 
the election. You must keep in mind, however, that only journeymen are en- 
titled to vote and apprentices have no vote whatsoever. Also a journeyman 
has to be paid up and in good standing and have been paid up and in good 
standing for a period of time prior to the election. This of course eliminates 
a lot of persons eligible to vote. I didn’t make any disbursements to the election 
committee other than that which was advanced to them to cover their expenses 
and payment for their services on the committee. I don’t know how much 
money was paid for entertainment in the various places. We had an under- 
standing or agreement that these expenses would be paid from and out of the 
moneys that we had each contributed or put into the pot for that purpose and 
then when that was gone, we would make another contribution. In each of the 
places where we went, the business agent for that area would generally handle 
the entertainment, securing of the hotel rooms for us, ete. 
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As the cards came in from 706, they were sent on to Washington and new 
cards were made up. After the election, I signed all of the new cards and 


returned them to local 706. 
I have read the above and foregoing statement and it is true and correct to 


the best of my knowledge and belief. 
JAMES RICHARD CRADDOCK. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30th day of June 1960. 

Mary FRANCES ECHOHAWE, 
Notary Public. 

My commission expires March 28, 1963. 

Mr. Durry. There is one other thing I would like to add about the 
minutes of local 798 which indicate that Mr. Griffin had a direct 
interest in this election other than the affidavit. 

The CHAIRMAN. What minutes are they ? 

Mr. Durry. I have the minutes, a Thermo-Fax copy of the minutes, 
of the regular meeting of Pipe Fitters Local 798, dated November 11, 
1955. 

The CuatrrMAN. Dated November 11, 1955? 

Mr. Durry. That was approximately 1 month prior to the election. 

The Cuairrman,. Allright. Where did you procure those minutes? 

Mr. Durry. I procured these from the offices of local 798 in Tulsa, 
Okla. 

The Cuarrman. Those minutes may be made exhibit No. 28. Ex- 
cerpts from these minutes, pertinent excerpts, may be read into the 
record. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 28” for ref- 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

Mr. Durry (reading) : 

Meeting was called to order by President Ray L. Miller at 8 p.m. Brother 
Miller introduced General Organizer Earl Griffin and turned the gavel over to 
him to conduct the meeting. Brother Griffin presented his credentials to Brother 
Miller and a wire from General President Martin P. Durkin, requesting his 
presence at Tulsa, Okla. Brother Griffin gave the membership a short talk and 
then proceeded into the business of the meeting. 


Brother Cole made a motion that the regular order of business be dispensed 
with at the present time and that we proceed with the nomination of officers. 


There is another paragraph I would like to read. 


“Red” Howard was also nominated, but was not present and hadn’t abided 
by the constitution and bylaws of local 798. Brother Griffin asserted that if 
Brother Howard could produce a receipt of a registered letter being sent to local 
798, that he would accept Brother Howard’s name as a candidate for the office of 
business agent. 

I think those are the pertinent sections, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. How many candidates were there for the office of 
president ? 

The Cuatrman. In that 798 election—— 

Mr. Durry. Let me give you his opposition. 

The CHatrman. Do you have a copy of the ticket in that election ? 

Mr. Durry. The ticket is set forth in the minutes, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. In the minutes that have just been made an 
exhibit ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Let the ticket be printed in the record at this 
point, from that exhibit. 
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(The ticket referred to is as follows :) 


Nominations opened for president. Those nominated: H. H. “Pop” Faucett 


and Leo D. Veal. 
Nominations for vice president. Those nominated: E. P. Crowe. 


Nominations for recording secretary. Those nominated: Lloyd Ellis ang 


Jeff P. Bohannon. ; 
Nominations for financial secretary. Those nominated: Chuch Wintrode ang 


George C. Vincent. 

Nominations for inside guard. Those nominated : Jim Romans. 

Nominations for executive board. Those nominated: Grady Miller, Johnny 
Stewart, Arneil McBeth, and Bob Williams. 

Nominations for finance committee. Those nominated: W. B. “Blackie” Cole, 
Ed Fisk, and Troy Burson. 

Nominations for business manager. Those nominated: J. E. Craddock and 
A. F. King. 

Nominations for business agents. Those nominated: Ray L. Miller, Ralph 
Lewis, W. L. Clark, J. F. “Buck” Collier, Mike Barrackman, “Baldy” Evans, 
Sam Brandon, and Clarence Merrill. 

Mr. Durry. I will mention Mr. Craddock’s opposition at that time 
was Mr. A. F. King, and the position he was running for was re- 
election as business manager of that local. 

The Cuarrman. Craddock was running for reelection as business 
manager ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrman. That was 1955. 

Mr. Durry. And there has not been an election since that time, 
Senator, in this particular local union. 

The CHarrman. There has been no election in that union since that 
time ? 

Mr. Durry. That is correct. 

Senator Ervry. Did you have an opportunity to investigate and 
ascertain whether any members of other locals were transferred into 
798 for the purposes of this election as in the case of members of 706? 

Mr. Durry. Senator, I checked that and it would indicate, but I 
wouldn’t want to testify to it, that there were other people also 
transferred from other locals at this particular time. 

Senator Ervin. I can realize that in view of the many different 
places where the election was conducted, the many different locals 
scattered throughout the country, that would have been a task that 
would take a man years to complete. 

I just wanted to make clear whether you did or did not have an 
opportunity to make as complete an investigation which would cover 
that. 

Mr. Durry. I didn’t make as complete an investigation as I would 
like to have done, Senator. As you say, it would take a lot of time to 
do it. 

The Cuarrman. I think it would be well at this point to have printed 
in the record from exhibit No. 19, which is the constitution of the 
international union, section 154, under the title “Clearance Cards.” 
Apparently the constitution was not complied with in the issuing of 
these clearances for tnem to vote down in Baton Rouge in that election. 

Mr. Durry. I think the section reads that these men had to be 
cleared into this local 60 days prior to the election. Of course, the 
record shows that they were cleared in 11 days prior to the election. 

Mr. Apterman. Of importance is the fact that the card had to be 
signed personally in the presence of the secretary of the incoming local 
and the secretary of the outgoing local. 
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Ko 


The CuHammMan. Let sections 153 and 154 both be printed in the 


record. 
(The sections referred to are as follows :) 


NO PERMITS 


Sec. 153. No permits shall be given or issued to anyone (by any Local Union 
or representative thereof) who is not a member of the United Association or 
who has not been accepted by the Local Union and is paying an application fee 
for admittance to the United Association. Upon failure to comply with this 
section Local Unions will be subject to discipline according to the Constitution 
py the General Executive Board. 


CLEARANCE CARDS 


Sec. 154. There shall be a card known as a clearance card, issued to mem- 
bers in good standing who may desire to clear from one Local to another. Said 
card to be signed by the member who receives it in the presence of Secretary 
issuing same. Upon the member depositing this card he shall again be re- 
quired to sign his name in the presence of the Secretary receiving it for iden- 
tification purposes. The Financial Secretary shall forward all clearance cards 
to the General Office within 48 hours after acceptance of same by Local Union. 
For failure to comply with this section the Financial Secretary shall be as- 
sessed not less than $25.00 nor more than $50.00. 

Mr. Durry. The requirement of the constitution states that that 
man will sign that clearance card in local 798 in the presence of the 
secretary-treasurer. ‘These men never made the trip to Tulsa, Okla. 

Senator Ervin. In other words, the transfer of these 40 or more 
persons from 706 to 798 was made i in violation of the constitution of 
the union. 

Mr. Durry. I think we can adequately say that, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. And after these transfers were made in violation 
of the constitution of the union, in some instances those who were 
unable to go to Baton Rouge for the purpose of voting had some other 
person substituting to act in their name. 

Mr. Durry. That is correct, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anything further? 

If not, thank you. 

Mr. Yocom, please be sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear that the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Yocom. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ALFRED M. YOCOM, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
TOM GENTRY 


The Cuatrman. Mr. Yocom, state your name, your residence, and 
your business or occupation, please. 

Mr. Yocom. Alfred Yocom. 

The CHarrMan. Where do you live? 

Mr. Yocom. 1306 West Sixth, El Dorado, Ark. 

The CuarrMan. You have counsel representing you, do you? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Gentry, will you identify yourself for the 
record ? 

Mr. Gentry. I am Tom Gentry, attorney at law, with an office 
in the Tower Building in Little Rock, Ark. 
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The CHartrman. Mr. Yocom, you are a member of Local 706 of 
the Plumbers & Steamfitters’ Union, are you, at El Dorado, Ark. ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. How long have you been a member of that local 

Mr. Yocom. Approximately 17 years, I would say. 

The CuHarrmMan. What official position do you hold in that local? 

Mr. Yocom. I am the inside guard. 

The Cuarrman. You are what? 

Mr. Yocom. The inside guard. 

The CHarmman. That is a new one. I never heard of that one, 
What are the duties of an inside guard ? 

Mr. Yocom. To check the members when they come into the hall 
and go out during sessions. 

The CuHatrman. Do you have any other duties or responsibilities? 
That is, official duties or responsibilities other than to check the mem- 
bers as they go in and come out of a meeting ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is all at the office. 

The Cuarrman. That is all at the office ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. What do you mean at the office ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, in the field, I am job steward in the field. 

The Carman. You are a job steward in the field ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Crarrman. You are not president, vice president, or any 
other elected officer ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; I am an elected officer. 

The CuHatrrMan. You are elected as a steward ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What offices are you elected to? 

Mr. Yocom. Inside guard. 

The CuatrMan. That is an elective officer, inside guard ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. What are the duties of inside guard? Is that, as 
you say, to check the men as they come into a meeting, a union meet- 
ing? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; during a closed union meeting. 

The CratrmMan. You check them to be sure they are eligible? 

Mr. Yocom. I take the password. 

The Cuarrman. You take the password ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. And your duties outside of the office—you said 
something about your duties inside the office and outside the office. 
What other duties do you have in the office and not out in the field? 

Mr. Yocom. No other duties in the office. 

The CHatrmMan. You have nothing to do with the records? 

Mr. Yocom. No,sir. 

The Crarrman. The keeping of the records or anything in that 
regard ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. What are your duties as steward ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, to settle jurisdictional disputes between the other 
crafts, between my craft and other crafts, should one arise. 

The Crarman. That is the only function you perform as a stew- 
ard ? 
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Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMaAn. Do you have any control over the men, the union 
members, who are wor king on the job and who are members of local 
706 ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. Do I have any control over them ? 

The CnarrMan. Any authority to direct them what to do and what 
not to do. 

Mr. Yocom. Sometimes; yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. In what respect ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, to tell them when union meetings are or when 
we are in a jurisdictional dispute or something like ‘that. I might 
tell them I am dissatisfied, or something like that, with it. 

The CuarrMan. I am talking about author ity. ‘To supervise them 
or direct them in how they do their work or don’t do their work or 
what they should do with respect to the union or not do with respect 
to your local. Do you have any authority over them like that? 

Mr. Yocom. Not on telling them—I have authori ity to tell them the 

right and wrong thing that they should do. I mean like on jurisdic- 
tional work. 

The Crarmman. I know if there is a jurisdictional issue between 
your craft and another craft, you say you have jurisdiction in that 
or authority in that to tell them what to do in that dispute. 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan, But beyond that area do you have any authority 
or superv ision or jurisdic tion over the men who are members of the 
union and who may be working on the job? 

Mr. Yo 10M. No, sir * 

The CHatrMAN. You understand me, I am sure. I am trying to 
make the record as clear as I can. 

Mr. Yocom. You mean as to putting them on the job or taking them 
off, or something like that, in a supervisory capacity ¢ 

The CHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. How long have you held this steward’s position ? 

Mr. Yocom. Inside guard, I would say 10 years. 

The Cuatrman. Were you elected to it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CyarrmMan. When? 

Mr. Yocom. I think it was in 1950, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. In 1950? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; 1949 or 1950. 

The CHarmMan. 1949 or 1950? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrmMAn. Were you reelected at any time ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. When did you have your last election ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall, but I believe it was 1956. 

The CHatrman. How was that election held ? 

Mr. Yocom. How was it held ? 

The Cuamman. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. It. was held at our local union by secret ballot. 

The Cramman. Whoelse were the candidates in that election ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, there were several, Senator. In fact, a whole page 
of them, I think. 
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The Cuarrman. I beg your pardon? 

Mr. Yocom. I suppose there was a whole page of them. I could 
name some of them. 

The CHarrMan. Were any records kept of that election in the min- 
utes of the meeting, or proceedings, or any record kept by your local 
showing that such an a was held, and the results of it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I am sure there was. There always is. I mean, 
they kept minutes on a meeting, each meeting. 

The Cuatrman. If such an election was held, they were supposed 
to keep a minute of it and a record of it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. Sothe last one was held in 1956 ? 

Mr. Yocom. I believe that is correct. 

The Cuatrman. During the time that you have been inside guard, 
and held that position and the position of steward, was there a sib: 
stantially large Government construction project at Pine Bluff, Ark,, 
known as the Pine Bluff arsenal ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What position did you hold in your local during 
that time ? 

Mr. Yocom. Inside guard. 

The Cuarrman. Inside guard ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you function as such during that construction 
job? 

Mr. Yocom. As inside guard ? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrman. Did your local have jurisdiction of that work, 
local 706 ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. It had complete supervision jurisdiction, did it not, 
by an agreement that was entered into between it and locals 155 
and 655? 

Mr. Yocom. I believe that is correct. 

The Cuatrman. What other services did you perform in connection 
with that project and in services to your union other than settling or 
helping to settle craft disputes ? 

Mr. Yocom. What other duties? 

The CuHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. That isall. 

The Cuatrman. No others? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuHatrMan. Did you give instructions to the foremen with 
respect to their duties and what they should do in connection with 
the collecting of dues and assessments from the members? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir, I did do that. 

The CuHarrmMan. What was the situation with respect to dues at that 
time? What dues were being charged by your union, by your local? 

Mr. Yocom. What dues ? 

The Cuatrman. Yes. What were the dues charged at that time? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, there was a monthly dues. 

The CnHatrmMan. How much was it? 

Mr. Yocom. I could not say positive, but I think about $4 a month. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Was it $4? 

Mr. Durry. I think it was $4.50. 

Mr. Yocom. It is now, yes. 

The CuairMAN, It is some $4 or $4.25 or $4.50; you don’t remember 
quite from that time? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. That was the latter part of 1951, 1952 and 1953, 
when that project was constructed ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The CuarrMAn. Did you collect union dues from the members of 
local 706 ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I brought some in. I have written some receipts 
for some, too, yes. 

The CuarrMAN. For dues? 

Mr. Yocom. For dues? 

The CuarrMan. Yes. I am talking about the dues, the regular dues. 

Mr. Yocom. I think so. 

The CuarrmMan. Were you authorized to collect the dues in your 
capacity 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrMan. That is one of your duties, too, is it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, could I elaborate on that ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. Like if a fellow lived out of town or something, 100 
miles from El Dorado or something like that, then I would take them 
in for him. But if they lived in town, it is quite a bit of trouble. 

The CuArrmMan. What other assessments were levied against the 
men on that job of local 706 besides the regular monthly dues? 

Mr. Yocom. There was a $3.50 assessment. 

The CHarrMAN. $3.50 how often ? 

Mr. Yocom. Weekly. 

The CuarrmMan. A weekly assessment of $3.50? 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. 

The CuatrmMan. What was that for? 

Mr. Yocom. $1 of it was building fund, $1 general fund, and $1.50 
building fund. 

The CuarrMAn. You mentioned two building funds. 

Mr. Yocom. I beg your pardon ? 

The CuarrMan. You mentioned two building funds. 

Mr. Yocom. No,sir. I meant $1 organizing fund. Iam sorry. 

The CuatrMan. $1 general and $1.50 building ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrMAN. How were these assessments levied ? 

Mr. Yocom. Do you mean how were they collected ? 

The CHarrman. Who authorized them? How were they author- 
ized? How were they established ? 

Mr. Yocom. The membership—— 

‘he Cuarrman. Mr. Gentry, you can only assist your witness by 
protecting his legal rights and not telling him how to testify. 

Do you know ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. The members of local 706 voted this assess- 
ment. 

The Cuarrman. Ata meeting? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 
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The Cuatrman. In other words, they established themselves by vote 
at a meeting that there would be an assessment made against the men 
of $3.50 a week who worked on that job in this craft ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. That not only applied to the members of local 706 
but did it not also apply to members of other steamfitter crafts or 
unions or locals that might work on the job? In other words, didn< 
it also apply to the men out of local 665 of Pine Bluff who were steam- 
fitters and plumbers ? 

Mr. Yocom. Through a voluntary contribution. 

The Cuairman. How do you say a voluntary contribution ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, we were not allowed to collect a $3.50 assessment 
other than from our members, which had been voted and in our bylaws 
in the local we had accepted the $3.50. 

The CuarrMan. I assume there was some record made of your local 
union’s action in voting the $3.50; is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. I am sure there was. 

The Cuarrman. That should appear in the minutes? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. With respect to your own men, that was not vol- 
untary. That was an assessment made by the union, by a vote? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuatrman. Now, your contention is that as to the others it 
had to be a voluntary assessment ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you had no authority to impose it 
on those in the other locals ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Or those who might be working by permit ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is right. 

The CuarrMan. Were those who worked out of local 655 of Pine 
Bluff on that job? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Were there also a number who worked out of local 
155 of Little Rock ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. These were members of the same international 
union I am speaking of ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. That is, those out of your local 706, and 155, and 
655. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. 

The Cuatmrman. There were some who worked who were not in 
either one of the three locals, is that correct? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuamman. Some of them were not members of unions at all, 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I am sure there were not. The only way I 
would have of knowing was checking their books. 


The Cnuamman. Well, they would get a permit and were prob- 
ably a member of no union at all. 
Mr. Yocom. I don’t know of any permit. I know that some were 


sent. 
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The Cuamrman. If you can’t be ppeitite about that—I am just 

trying to establish the broad scope of it. I am not trying to trick 

My recollection from testimony is ‘that some who came in to 

ve were given a permit to work for a time who were not members 

of this Steamfitters Union, the international or any local thereof. 
Is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. Well, there were a lot of them who did not belong 
toany of the UA locals, that is true. 

The CHairMAN. That did not belong to any of the 

Mr. Yocom. United Association of Plumbers & Steamfitters. 

The CHairMAN. but some maybe belonged to other unions and were 
given permits to work ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. I know of some. 

The CHarrman. In fact, there were quite a number from El 
Dorado in that category who were out of work on a strike, at the 
Lion Oil Co. or some other company, and quite a large number of 
them were given permits to work over there; is that correct 2 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t know what they gave them to work, but they 
sent them up there to work. All I get from them is that they come 
into the hiring office there at the Blaw-Knox job. 

The Cuarrman. W ell, you call them referrals, don’t you ? 

Mr. Yocom. I believe that is right. 

The CHarrMan. You get t a referral on them. 

Mr. Yocom. There is a change on that now. They call it a—may 
I ask Tom a question ? 

The Cuamman. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Yocom. It is called a recommendation, I believe. 

The Cuamman. They get now what they call a recommendation, 
but then you called it a referral, is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The CuarrmMan. Were there not some 300 or 400, at least, that came 
over from E] Dorado on these referrals out of other unions and worked 
there ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t remember the exact amount, Senator, but I 
would say in the neighborhood of three. It might have been four. It 
could have been. 

The CuatrrmMan. Were these assessments collected from all of them, 
these $3.50 a week assessments collected from them ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, now, that I don’t know. I imagine from a lot 
of them. 

The CHarrMan. You imagine what? 

Mr. Yocom. I imagine a lot of them paid it. But as far as knowing 
whether they did or not, I would have to go to the record. 

The Cuarrman. Do you have records showing whether they paid it 
or not? You said you would have to go to the record. 

Mr. Yocom. I am sure we do. 

The CHarrman. Where are they ? 

Mr. Yocom. In our office. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Dutfy, have you been able to find those records? 

Mr. Durry. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know where we might be able to find those 
records ? 
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Mr. Durry. We might be clear what records we are referring to, 

Mr. Yocom. We keep a filecard system in the office in El Dorado, 

Mr. Durry. Do you know if they kept a card system on all the 
people outside of local 706? 

Mr. Yocom. As far as I know they did. 

Mr. Durry. Did you ever see any of those cards in the office 
yourself ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, I have seen a lot of cards there. I mean not 
specifically any certain cards. 

The Cuarrman. We have been trying to find the records of those 
assessments and how much was collected on them. Can you help us to 
find those records ? 

Mr. Yocom. Senator, if I may ask Tom a question—Tom, don’t we 
have those with us? 

Mr. Gentry. If you want them. 

Mr. Yocom. I think we have them with us. I am not sure of that, 
I understand we have several. 

The Cuatrman. I thought you were unable to get those records, 

Mr. Gentry. Don’t you remember that thing that you were punch- 
ing there in the office that was going around in the wheel, Mr. Duffy? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, for dues only. 

Mr. Gentry. Remember when we went into the basement and I 
showed you the stacks and stacks of cards, the receipts? They were 
taken off of those receipts and entered on those cards that were going 
around. There is a big wheel that they go around. 

Mr. Durry. Those are dues. 

Mr. Gentry. I think you went through it, too, Mr. Mundie. 

Mr. Munoiz. I went through the dues-only cards. 

Mr. Gentry. As I understand it, they are set up on that, too. In 
other words, you could take any one of those slips of paper that we 
found down there 

Mr. Durry. You are talking about the slips of money where the 
money was paid in ? 

Mr. Gentry. Where they were paid in on the assessment that the 
Senator is talking about. I believe you brought one back from Mr. 
Wolfe. See if it has a checkmark on it, a red checkmark. 

Mr. Durry. A red checkmark. 

Mr. Gentry. When the girl took that, she checked it off and entered 
it on the card. 

Mr. Durry. But we looked at the card and it had no identification as 
to what local or permit number on it. It had the check and the man’s 
name. 

Mr. Gentry. Yes; that isright. You picked out George Wolfe. 

Mr. Durry. Yes. But we checked out a number of them and found 
none that had a local number or a permit number except the man’s 
name and who it was collected from. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Gentry. That is correct. But as I understand it, on these slips 
that you got, if there were six or eight people listed on there he was 
checked off and listed on these cards, whether he belonged to local 706 
or not. 

Mr. Durry. The only thing that was on the card was the man’s 
name. That was the only thing on the card. 

The Cuarrman. If they have any such records, we would be glad to 
havethem. That is what we have been trying to get. 
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Mr. Gentry. Mr. Yocom would not be too familiar with that part 
of it, as he is testifying. Mr. Earl Griffin and Mr. Ermon Griffin, 
who are here, can go into that phase of it. 

The Cuatrman. They would be able to say with positiveness; Mr. 
Yocom might not. I can appreciate that. 

Mr. Yocom. I never worked a day in the office in my life. 

Senator Ervin. That was one reason why I was wondering about 
Mr. Yocom’s expression he has used several times, of “as far as I 
know.” 

Mr. Yocom. I never worked a day in the office in my life. 

The CHarrMAN. We have never been able to interview Mr. Yocom 
to find out what he does know. I believe he has not discussed his 
testimony or any information he had with members of the staff. 

Is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. 

The CHAIRMAN. So we have to approach it in an exploratory fashion 
a bit in order to get what he knows. 

Senator Ervin. If he means “as far as he knows” that he does not 
know, it might be a little better for him to state it in a shorter fashion. 

Mr. Gentry. Senator, he sees these records being kept there and 
the man taking the minutes down in the meeting. I think that is 
what he has in mind. 

The Cuarrman. If there are any records giving the information and 
the accounting of these funds, they will be most welcome. That could 
be the crux of one phase of this hearing. If such records are avail- 
able—— 

Mr. Durry. Did you keep a steward report ? 

Mr. Yocom. Did I keep asteward report? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. No; I did not. I gave a steward report to the whole 
membership. 

Mr. Durry. Did you keep individual records, steward’s reports? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

Mr. Durry. So you did not turn them into the union because there 
weren’t any ? 

Mr. Yocom. Do you mean about I kept the book numbers of the men 
and stuff like that ? 

Mr. Durry. The number of men employed and cross off when they 
paid each week and all that, so you would know who was delinquent 
and who was not ? 

Mr. Yocom. No. I would not have any way of knowing anyway. 

The CHarrman. Let’s get into that. Do I understand that at the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal job all of the members of local 706, of local 655 in 
Pine Bluff, and 155 in Little Rock were supposed to pay an assessment 
of $3.50 per week for working on that job? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t think 665 or 155; I could not say for that. I 
know 706. 

The CuatrmMan. May I suggest this to you: We have positive testi- 
mony here that you do know about it, that you gave instructions 
about it, and that you also handled a delinquent list and told the fore- 
man to get that money, and so forth. I want to be completely fair 
with you. We have testimony that you supervised, in effect, the col- 
lection of this money, and if they did not pay they were let out of 
work, they were terminated. 
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I want to be completely fair with you. I am not trying to trap you, 
but I am trying to get the issue squarely before us and let you testify 
about it. 

I don’t know whether you have been able to read all of the record, 

Mr. Gentry. I have not been able to read it all, but he is familiar 
with that part of it. 

The CuHarmMan. Well, I told you about this, too. 

Mr. Gentry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I am not trying to take advantage of you, but I 
am going to make the issue as between what you say about it and what 
others may say about it, if there is conflict. 

Mr. Yocom. Senator, would you mind repeating that ? 

The Cuarrman. Yes; I will repeat it. I think this is correct, and 
if it is not, we will have it read, if I am unable to repeat it substan- 
tially correct. 

I asked you if members of local 706, and local 665 of Pine Bluff, and 
local 155 of Little Rock were supposed to pay—all of them who 
worked on this job were supposed to pay the $3.50 assessment each 
week in order to work on the job. That is the question I asked you. 

Mr. Yocom. I believe practically all the men on the job paid the 
$3.50. 

The Cuarrman. I understand that they practically all paid it. Were 
they supposed to pay it if they worked there? That is the question. 

Well, let us say it this way: You have already testified, I believe, 
that those members of local 706 were supposed to because your local 
voted an assessment on them. Is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. As to locals 665 and 155, the members of those 
locals, were they supposed to pay it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. I believe they paid it to their local, though, 
Senator ; I am not sure. 

The CuHarrman. You are not sure about that ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You state they did not pay it to you and to your 
foreman and come through you 4 

Mr. Yocom. Yes;someofthemdid. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did not substantially all of them do that after you 
got the thing organized and your local took jurisdiction of it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, that is true. Practically all the three locals paid 
through 706. 

The Cuarrman. They paid through you. 

What did you instruct your foremen to do? I understand you were 
acting as inside guard at this time and steward on this job. You 
would be chief steward on this job, would you not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Or were you the only steward ? 

Mr. Yocom. I was the only steward. 

The Cuamrman. You were the only steward. What are your duties 
there as steward on this job with respect to collecting this money ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, on the members, they were instructed to give the 
members a receipt. 

The Coarrman. The members of what? 

Mr. Yocom. Of 706. 
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The CHarrMaAn. They were instructed to give the members of 706 a 
receipt for the $3.50 each week ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The CuarMan. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Yocom. And on people that were not a member, they were told 
to put it on one of their receipts, one of the men’s receipts. 

he CuarrMan. They were told to put it on one of the men’s re- 
ceipts? What do you mean by that? 

What is this? 

Let the record show the witness presents to the Chair a slip of paper, 
apparently an envelope, with some printed form on it. It also has 
some figures on it and names. The Chair now returns the envelope to 
the witness and asks him to explain it and identify it. 

Mr. Yocom. The people were told 

The CuarrMan. The people? You mean whom? 

Mr. Yocom. The people who were not members of local 706. They 
were told that they could give this $3.50 under a voluntary contribu- 
tion. I instructed the foremen that they could not give the people a 
receipt, but that they could put it on the foremen’s receipt for the 
union’s record. 

The CuHarrmMan. Why were they instructed not to give them a receipt 
when they paid the money ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, we were instructed by the U.A. that we could not 
collect this other than from our members. 

The Cuarrman. The U.A. did send a telegram to you, advising that 
this would be an illegal assessment, did they not ? 

Mr. Yocom. I believe that is correct. 

The Cuarrman. But in spite of that you proceeded to collect it, is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. Asa voluntary contribution. 

The Cuarrman. You are saying as a voluntary contribution. You 
did proceed to collect it after the international advised you that it 
was not proper. 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You did continue to collect it, and you say it was 
voluntarily given ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; we were instructed to collect it only under 
voluntary contribution. 

The Cuatrman. Who instructed you that way ? 

Mr. Yocom. Mr. Griffin, in an open meeting. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Earl Griffin? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. To collect it as a voluntary contribution ? 

Mr. Yocom. Only, that is right. 

The Cuatrman. Is that correct? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuareman. If he so instructed you, did you carry out his 
instructions ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cuairman. Testimony before this committee states that these 
men were all required to pay it and that if they did not pay it they 
didn’t work, they were terminated. What do you say about that? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I say that is not true. 
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The Cuatrman. They testified that you—you, Mr. Yocom—gave 
those instructions to the foremen that they must pay it if they worked, 

Mr. Yocom. I didn’t have that kind of authority, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. I am not asking about authority. Did you give 
such instructions? I donot think you had the authority; I think that 
is correct. But did you give such instruction ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall ever telling anybody that if they didn’t 
pay their assessments they would be terminated. 

The Cuarrman. Did you require a list of delinquents on these assess- 
ments to be supplied to you by the office, and did you take that list 
and give it to each foreman and direct them to collect the money? 
Did you do that? 

Mr. Yocom. I have had some lists from the office; yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you require the list to be supplied to you? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuHatrman. Who did that, then, with authority ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I suppose it was taken off of the books in the office, 

The CHatrman. I know, but who would have the list supplied to 
you ? then ? 

Mr. Yocom. The business agent. 

The CHarrman. Who was the business agent ? 

Mr. Yocom. Earl Griffin at that time. 

The Cuarrman. Earl Griffin would have you supplied with a list of 
delinquents ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. What did you do with the list when you got it ? 

Mr. Yocom. I gave it to each individual, the general foreman or 
the superintendent. 

The Cuarrman. And what did you tell him to do? 

Mr. Yocom. That those people were behind with their assessments. 

The Cuarrman. Were there assessments ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. That wasn’t a voluntary assessment, was it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I don’t know if these people were, you know, peo- 
ple that had just come in or our people. I don’t recall. 

The Cuarrman. Did you have anything in writing from any of these 
workers saying “You are authorized to take from my money” or “I am 
willing to pay a voluntary assessment if I work here”? Did you have 
anything in writing about it from these men ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. Did you have it at the time? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did you discharge or cause the employment of any 
man to be terminated on that job because he declined or refused to pay 
this assessment, this $3.50 a week. 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know of any who were discharged for that 
reason ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I don’t. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know of any who were terminated after 
they protested the payment of it? That is, whose employment was 
terminated after they protested the payment of this money ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I know of some that were terminated, but not 
specifically for that. I don’t recall any being terminated for that. 
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The CHarrMAn. What were they terminated for? 

Mr. Yocom. Wel, I don’t know. 

The CHAIRMAN. "Do you mean those who had protested, you know 
of them protesting against having to pay it? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuarrmMAN. Did anyone ever protest to you against having to 
pay that assessment ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. They protested to the office. 

The CHAIRMAN. You knew that there were protests ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuairMan. From these men you say were paying it volun- 
tarily ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. I don’t know who, but through the meetings 
Thad heard. 

The CuHarrman. They were protesting paying a voluntary assess- 
ment, is that what you mean ? 

Mr. Yocom. I guess that is correct. 

The CHarrMANn. So you did encounter, in trying to collect it, ob- 
jections to it from those who were paying it, some of them at least ? 

Mr. Yocom. I would say “ Yes” to that. 

The Cuarrman. Now then, when you collected it, as I understand 
you, the man, unless he was a member of 706, got no receipt for his 
money ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. If he wasn’t a member of 706. 

The Cuarrman. Yes. That is correct, isn’t it? 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. Did you also give instructions to your foremen that 
they should not receive any checks in payment of this assessment ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall it, Senator. 

The CHarrMAN. Would you say you did not? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I couldn’t say I did not. 

The CuHarrmMan. Let me lay it down on the line to you, just as it 
is in the record here, that you gave instructions to your foremen 
to collect this money, ¢: 3.50 per w eek from each one who worked ther e, 
and that if they did not pay they would not work. Now, you also 
instructed them not to take checks for it, and to give receipts to no 
one except those who were members of local 706. Is that statement 
true or untrue ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, parts of it are true. 

The CHarrmMan. You tell me what part is true. 

Mr. Yocom. Well, as for the checks, like I told you, I don’t remem- 
ber saying that they couldn’t pay by check. And as far as ever say- 
ing that a man would be terminated for not paying the assessments, 
I don’t recall ever losing a man on the Pine Bluff job on account of 
assessments. 

The Cuarrman. They all paid? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t know that. 

The Cuamman. Now, how would you know whether the men were 
paying or not? How did you keep up with it? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I wouldn’t know unless I was notified by the 
office. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, the office notified you by this de- 
linquent list ; is that the way it was? 
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Mr. Yocom. If I remember, if they were behind, they sent me a 
delinquent list. 

The Cuamrman. Did you keep a record as a steward of the moneys 
that came into your possession in this fashion ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarmrman. You kept no record of it? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuamrman. What did you do with the money when it came to 
you? 

Mr. Yocom. I took it to the office. 

The CuatrmMan. How ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. How do you mean, sir? 

The Cuairman. The foremen would collect it, and what would they 
do with it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, they would wrap it up sometimes, and sometimes 
they would put it in a small bag or something and write my name 
outside the bag, and then I would bri ing it into ‘the office. 

The CuatrMan. Was there any list in that bag showing who paid? 

Mr. Yocom. Not other than the assessment envelopes. 

The CuatrmMan. There was an assessment envelope, was there not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And there was on top of that assessment envelope 
a form of receipt, was there not ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. So he who collected it was supposed to make out 
that receipt on the original receipt form attached to the envelope, and 
that is what vou did with respect to members of local 706. Isn't that 
true ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; that is true. 

The CrHatrman. In writing out the receipt forethe man, it made a 
duplicate on the envelope in which the money was placed, is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. In making out the—yes, it made a duplicate receipt. 

The Cuarrman. As he wrote the receipt for the member of 706 for 
the $3.50, it made a duplicate of that receipt on the envelope in which 
the money was pl: ced, is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true; yes. 

The CHatrman. And thus by reason of that duplicate receipt on 
the envelope, it indicated who had paid the money that was contained 
in that envelope, is that not correct 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. 

The Cnatrman. But the man who was not a member of local 706, 
but who was a member of local 665 or 155 or not a member of either 
was not given the original receipt, was he? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuHarrman. Why would he not be entitled to that receipt? 
Was there any good reason or good sense in withholding it from 
him ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, other than that we were told that we couldn’t 
accept it other than as a voluntary contribution. 

The Cuatrman. You knew it was not voluntary, and you did not 
want him to have a receipt for it, is that not correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, no, sir. This foreman that made this out was 
supposed to put it on his or one of the 706 members for the records. 
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The CuHarrman. Why would you not just g give the man a receipt as 
he paid the money? What is wrong with it! : That i is, if you wanted 
to do it openly and if there was nothing to conceal about it? Why not 
just give him his receipt, as you did members of your own union ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I was just told not to. 

The CHAIRMAN. By whom ? 

Mr. Yocom. By the business agent. 

The CHAIRMAN. Who was the ‘business : agent ? 

Mr. Yocom. Ear] Griffin. 

The CHarRMAN. You were carrying out his orders in that fashion ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuairmMan. How did you get this money to El Dorado from 
the Pine Bluff job? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, in my automobile most of the time. 

The CoatrmMan. Who would ride with you sometimes ? 

Mr. Yocom. Several people. 

The CuarrmMan. Did you place this money in your automobile and 
take it to El Dorado? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CHArrmMan. How was it carried ? 

Mr. Yocom. In these sacks. 

The CuarrMan. Paper bags? 

Mr. Yocom. Paper bags, that is right. 

The Cnarrman. There has been testimony here that sometimes they 
were scattered all over the automobile, and when you got there you 
would just rake it up in the envelopes, put it in a box, and carry it into 
the office; is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuatrmMaAn. That wouldn't be correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. I wouldn’t say that was correct, Senator. I never 
handled money that loosely. 

The Cuamman. How would you say it was handled ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, we would ‘place the money in a bag, put it on the 
seat, and usually I would have one, two, maybe three people riding 
with me, because I never knew whether I would be knocked in the head 
or something like that. But actually I handled a very small amount 
of money that was taken in on the job. 

The CrarmMan. What do you mean, a very small amount? The 
testimony is that you hauled a lot of money back to El Dorado from 
this job in your car every week. 

Mr. Yocom. What I mean is on the whole job, the amount of money 
that was taken in what I took in was a small amount of what was taken 
to El Dorado. 

The Cuatmrman. Were there others carrying money to El Dorado, 
too? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. You only took a part of it? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. And you think it was a small part compared to the 
whole ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. When you took the money to E] Dorado, what kind 
of records were made of it? 
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Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know, Senator. 

The CuarrmMan. You know nothing : about the records that were kept 
on this money you turned in ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You made no steward’s report on the amount you 
collected ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You kept no record of whom it was from, as a 
steward ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. So you do not know. You just dumped whatever 
envelopes you had in the offices? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. And there were times, instead of taking it into the 
office, you took it down to Mr. Griffin’s home; is that correct? 

Mr. Yocom. I would say maybe I have a time or two, when the office 
was closed, and he would go up and put it in the office. 

Mr. Gentry. Senator, I think you started to introduce an exhibit 
that he had a little earlier. 

The Cuatrman. I beg your pardon. I overlooked that. 

A little while ago, Mr. Yocom, you presented an envelope with 
some names on it and some figures, which appears to be a form of a 
receipt, I assume. Anyway, I asked you at the time to identify it 
and we got diverted to something else. 

Will you please do that now? I present you the same envelope. 

Mr. Yocom. Well, now, this fellow could have been a foreman. I 
don’t know him. I have two of these. 

This fellow was a foreman, on this envelope. 

The Cuarrman. All right, that is an envelope, you are saying, used 
by a foreman ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. That was one of the forms provided your foremen 
in connection with the collection of this money; is that correct ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. 

The Cuatrman. All right. 

Mr. Yocom. This foreman, on these people that he didn’t give re- 
ceipts, would mark down the local number, the man’s name, and the 
amount of what he paid. 

The Cuatrrman. What became of this after he marked this down? 

Mr. Yocom. What became of the receipt ? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. This foreman got the receipt. 

The CuarrmMan. The foreman kept the receipt ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. The man who paid the money did not get it ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. This may be made exhibit No. 29 for reference. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 29” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The CuatrmMan. The foreman, then, had a record of who paid and 
what was paid? 

Mr. Yocom. He had a receipt on people—— 

The Cuatrman. In other words, the receipt which would ordinarily 
go to the people who paid it was kept by the foreman ? 
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Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; it was supposed to be. 

The CHaiRMAN. Supposed to be kept by the foreman ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; the foreman or one of the members of 706. 

The CuairMAN. What did he do with it after keeping it ? 

Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know. 

The CuairmMAn. What was the purpose of his keeping it ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t even know that. 

The Cuarrman. I don’t either, unless he is going to keep a record 
and make some accounting of it. 

Mr. Yocom. I suppose. 

The CualirMAN. Were these ever checked to find out how many he 
collected and whether he turned them all in or not? Did you do that 
as steward ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Who did? Who checked the foremen to see that 
they turned in all they collected ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I suppose the office had a record of it; I mean, 
as to know what had been collected. 

The CuairMan. From that they at least provided a delinquent list. 
How often would that delinquent list come out ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall. I recall getting maybe a couple or three. 

The Cuairman. Did a Mr. Kelley work there at the office at the 
time you were inside guard ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And at the same time you were steward ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The CuatrmAn. Did he provide these delinquent lists for you? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t think so. 

The CuatrMan. Is he not the one that prepared the delinquent lists 
and gave them to you? 

Mr. Yocom. He might have kept up with the shops. 

The CHatrMAN. I am talking about this job down there. 

Mr. Yocom. I wouldsay no. I couldn’t say for sure. 

The CHarrman. Who did actually give you the delinquent list? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, the only one that I recall is the one that I got 
from the office. 

The Cuamman. Did you go by the oflice to get it? You do not 
know who handed it to you, or who provided you with it? 

Mr. Yocom. No. I think the secretary at that time was Mrs. 
Martin. 

The Cuarrman. Mrs. Martin? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrman. Was Mr. Kelley working in the office at that time? 

Mr. Yocom. No,sir. That was at the job, Senator. 

The Cyarrman. I am talking about the Blaw Knox job at Pine 
Bluff, the Pine Bluff Arsenal job. 

Mr. Yocom. Iam sorry. In speaking of Mrs. Martin, I was talking 
about at El Dorado in the office. 

The Cuarmman. No, I am talking about there on the Blaw Knox 
job. Did Mr. Kelley work there and prepare these delinquent lists 
for you? 

Mr. Yocom. He has made up some cards for the shop area there. 
You see, there was about 100 or 125 people, probably, in the shop 
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area. Hedidn’t make them up forme. He might have kept them for 
the superintendent. He enact binewethen and stuff like that. 

The Cuarrman. Would you say now that this payment was made 
voluntarily by the men or was it made under some underst: anding 
that they had to pay ? 

Mr. Yocom. Would I say ? 

The CHamrmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. That it was voluntary or if they had to do it? 

The CuHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I am under oath. I couldn’t swear. I know 
what was told in two open meetings to the group. 

The CuarrmMan. Those were meetings of your local ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; this was at Pine Bluff. I forget the name of 
the park, but they have a huge building there. 

The CuHarrman. You had some open meeting at Pine Bluff? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. And there was some statement made there about it? 

Mr. Yocom. Twice. There were two meetings there. 

The CuarrmMan. What were those statements ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. Well, the best I can recall—at the time this deal had 
come from the general office and some people had complained about 
their donations or voluntary contributions, whatever it was, and they 
were told in this meeting if anybody had been forced or told that they 
would lose their job or anything like that, that all they had to do was to 
tell the business agent, Mr. Griffin, and their money would be refunded. 

The CHamrmMan. Who made that statement? 

Mr. Yocom. Mr. Griffin; yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Before I go into another aspect of this, about how 

many men worked on that job s at Pine Bluff, of your craft ? 

Mr. Yocom. Senator, I could not give you the exact, but I would s say 
at any one time possibly 3,000. Maybe less. 

The Cuarrman. 3,000, possibly. Do you mean in the overall, with 
not necessarily that many working at one time? 

Mr. Yocom. No,no,sir. More than that overall. 

The CuHarrman. You mean you reached as high as 3,000 in your 
craft? 

Mr. Yocom. Approximately, I imagine, at one time for about 2 
weeks, at the peak of the job. I don’t know this, but I know that it was 
higher—it was way up there for about 2 weeks. 

The Cuamman. The average would be considerably above a thou- 
sand, would it not ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, if you say average, I would say 900 or 1,000. 

The Cuarrman. 900 or 1,000 average for the whole period ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, the last year it wouldn*t run that much. What I 
am trying to say is I wouldn’t know how to average it out. 

The Cuaimman. You are just not able to estimate, but you think that 
at one time or know that at one time there was quite a lot of people 
working there ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is right. 

The Cuarrman. Let me ask you: Did any of this assessment, this 
$3.50 assessment that was collected by you from members of local 665 
and local 155, go to their local union ? 

Mr. Yocom. Senator, I would have to answer that like this: I have 
read telegrams and heard in the meetings, in the union meetings, but 
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as far as being in a meeting where any of these transactions went on I 
have not. But I have heard, through the office, that there was a three- 
way deal on it. 

The Cuairman. That there was a three-way deal ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir 

The Cuatrman. We understand that. In fact, they entered into 
an agreement in the beginning. Did you know about that agreement? 
It was in writing. 

Mr. Yocom. I wasn’t in it, but I understand that is correct. 

The CuarrMan. You understand that was in writing? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CrarrMANn. Did your union, so far as you know, ever disburse 
any of these funds to either of the other locals? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I have heard that they did, Senator. 

The CHarrMAn. You have heard that your union, your local, made 
some distribution of these funds to the other locals ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. If they did, I assume there would be a record of 
it, would there not ? 

Mr. Yocom. I assume. 

The CuHarrman. There ought to be some record of it. 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. You do not know whether they did or did not ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You spoke a while ago about messages from the 
international about it being improper to collect this fund. I pre- 
sent to you or I call to your attention exhibit No. 8 in this proceed- 
ing, which consists of telegrams from Jerry V. Ryan, titled “General 
Organizer,” one being to local 155. This says: 

This will confirm our telephone conversation of recent date in regard to work- 
ing assessments on the Pine Bluff arsenal. The members of local unions 155 
and 655 employed on this project will not be required to pay worker’s assess- 
ment to local union 706, El Dorado, Ark., who have job jurisdiction. 

Did you know about that decision of the international ? 

Mr. Yocom. Not exactly. I heard—TI didn’t read that telegram. 

The Cuairman. Maybe you did not, but there is the original tele- 
gram. I was wondering if you were familiar with the ruling of the 
international. 

Mr. Gentry. What isthe date on that? 

Mr. Durry. February 3, I think it is, 1951. It is September 3, 
1951. 

The CuarrMan. This says September 3. It does not give the year, 
but it shows the time as 11 :45 a.m. 

Here it is stamped on the back as September 3, 1951. 

That was about the time the project opened up, was it not ? 

Mr. Yocom. In 1951? Senator, I believe I went there in July. 
I am not sure of that, but it was around July or the Ist of August. 
The CrHatrmMan. Well, that is shortly after the project started. 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. I would say it was just getting kicked off. 

The Cuatrman. Obviously some question had arisen because this 
refers to a telephone conversation. There is another there to the other 
local which is the same. It is an identical wire to the other local. 
Tassume some question had arisen about it at that time. 
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Mr. Yocom. Well, not at that time with me. I mean, nobody had 
said anything to me about it at that time. 

The Cuarrman. You did not know about it? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you learn about it afterward ? 

Mr. Yocom. In this meeting in Pine Bluff that was called on account 
of this, I guess, maybe, Senator, or maybe another telegram, I don’t 
know, but anyway, at that time something had come up about it and 
we held this meeting. 

The CuarrmMan. Senator Ervin, have you any questions on this 
point ? 

Senator Ervin. How long did the Pine Bluff arsenal job last ? 

Mr. Yocom. From 1951 to 1953, I believe. 

Senator Ervin. Did you ever know any person who was a member 
of either one of these other two locals, or who was otherwise working 
on this job who refused to pay the voluntary assessment ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, Senator, I can’t think of one right now. 

Senator Ervin. You said for a short time there were as many as 
3,000 working on the job. 

Mr. Yocom. That isan estimate. 

Senator Ervin. If the assessment was collected from all of those 
3,000, that would run as high as $10,500 a week, would it not ? 

Mr. Yocom. I imagine it would be quite a bit. I don’t know. 

Senator Ervin. This money was turned over to you by the foremen 
who collected it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Not always, Senator. There were several people on 
the job that took money to El Dorado. 

Senator Ervin. Who had primary responsibility for seeing that 
the money was collected and transported to El] Dorado, to the office? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I couldn’t say, actually. 

Senator Ervin. How many times did you take the money to El 
Dorado? 

Mr. Yocom. Several. 

Senator Ervin. How long were you on the job, over what period of 
time ? 

Mr. Yocom. I was on there over 2 years. 

Senator Ervin. And this was collected every week during that 2 
years, was it not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. And ordinarily a large part of it was turned over 
to you? 

Mr. Yocom. Some of it, yes, sir. 

Senator, if I may, it was in different areas on this project, I mean 
over an area, say, of from 3 to 12 miles, with men working in different 
areas. If a general foreman or a superintendent from local 706 
worked in that area, he might take his people’s money into El Dorado 
himself. 

Senator Ervin. Do you have any idea how many thousands of dol- 
lars you yourself may have carried by automobile from the job to 
E] Dorado? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I don’t. 

Senator Ervin. It could have run into many thousands, could it 
not? 

Mr. Yocom. It could have run into thousands, yes. 
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Senator Ervin. And you turned it over to Earl Griffin ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I turned it in to the local union. 

Senator Ervin. Was he the man that was supposed to handle it 
there? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Was he the man that was supposed to handle it ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. And you got absolutely no receipt of any kind from 
Ear! Griffin or anybody else in the office to show that you had accounted 
for the money you received ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

Senator Ervin. If people from other unions or nonunion men who 
may have worked on the job were not required to pay this assessment, 
how could they be put on a delinquent list ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I don’t know that any of them were on it, 
Senator. 

Senator Ervin. Do you know they were not ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I sure don’t. 

Senator Ervin. This envelope was so fixed that it automatically had 
a receipt if a person filled out the outside copy, did it not? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

Senator Ervin. In other words, it was a duplicate receipt attached 
to the outside of the envelope. 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

Senator Ervin. And a piece of carbon paper between them ? 

Mr. Yocom. Carbon paper on the back of the receipt. 

Senator Ervin. So writing a receipt on the outside portion of 
the duplicate receipt automatically made a carbon copy of that receipt? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

Senator Ervin. And your instructions from Ear] Griffin were that 
the persons who collected the money, the foremen, should give receipts 
to the members of local 706 but to nobody else? 

Mr. Yocom. No. We were not allowed to give them to nonmembers. 

Senator Ervin. And, consequently, the matter was left so that if 
there had been any controversy about it, it would be a question of the 
word of the individual who claimed he had paid it against the fore- 
man, and the man who paid it would have no documentary proof he 
paid it; would he? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I don’t guess he would. 

Senator Ervin. Did that not strike you as a rather peculiar ar- 
rangement ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, no, sir. 

Senator Ervin. That one man would pay $3.50 and he would be en- 
titled to a receipt, and another man would pay exactly the same money 
to the same man and be denied the right to a receipt? Did that not 
strike you as a rather peculiar way to keep records? 

Mr. Yocom. I just thought maybe there might be some law where 
you could not do that. 

Senator Ervry. The law was that it was illegal to collect an assess- 
ment from a man who was not a member of 706; was it not? 

Mr. Yocom. I believe that is right. 

Senator Ervin. And if they had given receipts to an individual 
who was not a member of 706, then if he had the receipt he could ge 
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in and demand the refund of his money, could he not, and have the 
evidence to prove his right to it? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. 

Senator Ervin. You say you have no recollection as to whether you 
gave any instructions to these men, to the foremen, not to take checks? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Do you recall any time that any check was turned 
over to you by anybody on this job, that is, by any of the foremen as 
having been collected in payment of this assessment ? 

Mr. Yocom. Not any specific case. I have accepted checks; yes. 

Senator Ervin. Do you recall ever accepting a check from anybody 
who was not a member of local 706? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I could not recall a name. There were some 
people paying on their book. I think these checks were for that. I 
do not recall. 

Senator Ervin. Do you not estimate that during this time there 
was over $200,000, or more, collected on this job in the form of assegs- 
ments, and possibly as much as $250,000 ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, that I don’t know, but I know it was quite a bit, 

Senator Ervin. It would run up into thousands and thousands; 
would it not ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. 

Senator Ervin. And all of this, as far as you know, or the part 
you collected, at least, was turned over to Earl Griffin or the office? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

Senator Ervin. And so far as you know Earl Griffin never gave 

ou or anybody else any receipt for the amount of money received 
= him in this fashion 

Mr. Yocom. I never got a receipt. 

Senator Ervin. That is all. 

The Cuaiman. Do you recall an election in the Tulsa local, 798, 
held in December 19554 Do you remember that? 

Mr. Yocom. I remember an election in Tulsa; yes, sir. I believe 
it was in 1955. 

The Cuairman. Were members of local 706 entitled to vote in that 
election ? 

Mr. Yocom. Were members of 706 ¢ 

The Cuarman. Yes. Were they eligible to vote in the election 
held in local 798 at Tulsa ? 

Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know. 

The Cuarrman. You would not know ? 

Mr. Yocom. I wouldn’t think they would. 

The CuarmMan. You would not think so? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did any of them vote in that election, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. Yocom. Members of 706 ? 

The CuHarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Yooom. Senator, I think some of them were cleared in that. 
Iam not sure of that. 

The Cuarrman. You think some of them cleared in. What do 
you mean by that? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I mean cleared out of 706 into 798. I don’t 
even know that. 
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The CHArRMAN. You do not know that? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuarrMan. For what purpose? 

Mr. Yocom. To vote that is what they would have to do, I would 
think. 

The CuatrMaAn. They did not clear in there to work under the 
jurisdiction of that local ; did they ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; that isthe pipeline local. 

The Cuairman. Did they work under the jurisdiction of that local ? 

Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know. 

The CuairMAN. Did you clear in ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CHarrmaAn. You did not clear in? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuHarrMANn. Did you vote in that election ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuarrMAn. Did you make a trip with those who were carried 
down to vote ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; I did. 

The CuatrMAn. But you did not yourself vote? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CHarrMAn. How many men did you take down there? 

Mr. Yocom. I would say there was a bus load. I don’t know—40, 
probably. 

The Cuairman. Forty, probably, you took down there ? 

Mr. Yocom. Between 30 and 40. Whatever one of those 

The Cuarrman. Who paid the expense of that trip for these men 
to go down there and vote? 

Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know. 

The Crairman. Did you pay it? 

Mr. Yocom. No,sir. 

The Cuatrman. Who did? 

Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know. 

The Cuarrman. Were you in charge of the trip? 

Mr. Yocom. No,sir. 

The Cuatrman. Who was? 

Mr. Yocom. I believe Ted Nordmyer was. 

The Cuairman. Who was? 

Mr. Yocom. Ted Nordmyer. 

The CuatrMAn. You were steward of the union at that time, were 
you, of your local, or inside guard, in 1955? 

Mr. Yocom. Senator, I was inside guard, but on these steward jobs 
I am not always steward. It is just on some jobs. They appoint 
other stewards. 

The Cuarrman. Did you say you went on the trip? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What was the purpose of your going? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I just went down to make the trip. I was real 
well acquainted with Jim Craddock and all the pipeline boys down 
there. 

The Cuatrman. Did any of those who cleared out of local 706 into 
local 798 work under the jurisdiction of 798 ? 

Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know, Senator. 











154 


The Cuatrman. Do you not know they did not and immediately 
they were cleared back after they voted ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I did not. 

The Cuatrman. Do you not know that by December 30 they were all 
cleared back, either into local 706 or to some other local ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I did not. 

The Cuarrman. You do not know that ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Do you know that this was part of rigging an 
election ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I did not. 

The CuatrMan. What was the purpose of having them clear out of 
their regular local where they lived into the other local? What was 
the purpose of it, that is, except that they could vote in the Tulsa local? 
Was there any other purpose for it whatsoever ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, that I don’t know, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. That was one of the purposes. You know that, 
do you not, so that they could vote ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I would think so. 

The Cuarrman. Youknewit. Did you not help arrange it? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I was not familiar with that. 

The Cuamman. You did not? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did we not have some testimony on that? 

Mr. Durry. That he was what ? 

Mr. CuarrMan. Familiar with it. 

Mr. ApterRMAN. He instructed some of the members, I believe. 

The CuatrmMan. Did you not instruct some of the members of 706 
to transfer or clear into local 798 at that time? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall, Senator, instructing anybody to. 

The CHatRMAN. You wouldn’t say you did not? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, unless I was instructed to, I would have no 
authority to. 

The CHarrMan. Were you instructed to? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall. 

The CuArrMan. You don’t recall being instructed to ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. How come you to know about the trip? Where did 
you get your information about that, that it was being done? 

Mr. Yocom. About going to Tulsa? From Curtis Porter. He was 
telling me about it. 

The CHarrman. Who was Curtis Porter ? 

Mr. Yocom. He was vice president of the local. 

The CuatrMan. What did he tell you about it ? 

Mr. Yocom. He just said that the boys were going down to Tulsa. 

The CuatrmMan. Going where? 

Mr. Yocom. To Tulsa. Imeanto Baton Rouge. I beg your pardon. 

The Crarrman. For what purpose ? 

Mr. Yocom. To this election. 

The CuHarrmMan. Going down there to vote? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know of any other purpose their clearing 
into local 798 served, or anything else that happened by reason of that 
or as a consequence of it except their voting in this election? 
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Mr. Yocom. I would have to say I don’t, sir. 

The CHarrMAN. That was the whole purpose of it, to clear them in 
so they could vote and clear them out after they voted. Is that correct? 

Mr. Yocom. That I don’t know. 

The CHarrMAN. You know that happened. 

Mr. Yocom. I know they were cleared in. 

The CHarRMAN. And voted. 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; I know some of them voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Did you give them a sample ticket showing them 
how to vote when they got down there ? 

Mr. Yocom. I didn’t have anything to do with it, Senator. 

The CHamMAN. You did not hand out any of the ballots to them? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you furnish the election officials a list of them 
that you had brought down there, showi ing they were eligible? 

Mr. Yocom. No. I did not have that infor mation. 

The CuamrmMan. Who had the list ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t know whether the man had a list or not, Sen- 
ator. He probably did, but I don’t know. 

The CHairMAN. You do know who paid for it and you do not know 
who really supervised the whole activity, although you went along? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The CuarrMan. Was there any officer in that local of higher rank 
than you who went along on this trip? 

Mr. Yocom. Not that I recall, Senator. 

The Cratrman. You were the r: anking official of the local, then, in- 
sofar as authority, that accompanied the men on this trip? 

Mr. Yocom. W ‘ell, I didn’t have any authority. I don’t in my office. 

The CuarrMaNn. You are an officer without authority ? 

Mr. Yocom. What I mean is, it is just like if I am standing at that 
door and somebody comes to it. Then I let them in. 

The Cuarrman. Did Mr. Curtis Porter go down on that trip? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrma.n Did Mr. Ermon Griffin go on the trip? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I don’t believe he did. 

The Carman. Did Mr. Earl Griffin go on the trip? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Crarrman. What officer of your local did accompany the men 
on this trip down there to vote? 

Mr. Yocom. The fellow that went, Senator, was not an officer, this 
fellow Nordmyer that I told you had charge. 

The CuarrmMan. Did any officer of the local ? 

Mr. Yocom. Not that I recall, Senator. 

The CHatrMan. You at that time were inside guard, were you not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You had been elected, then, to that office, you say ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The CuarrMan. You were an officer? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. At least one officer of the local went along? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. And you were that officer ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 
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The Cuatrman. Did any other officer go along ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You were the only officer, then, who went along? 

Mr. Yocom. As far as I know. 

The Cuarrman. Did you participate in the election arrangements? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; just the refreshments. 

The Cuarrman. You participated in the refreshments and the ride? 

Mr. Yocom. That is correct. 

The Cuamman. You want to disavow, then, having any part in 
this sort of arrangement to elect. officers over in the Tulsa local? 

Mr. Yocom. W ell, I am not familiar with any of it, Senator. I 
did not have any thing to do with it. 

The Cuairman. You are familiar with the ride and the refresh- 
ments, I believe, but that only ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. Yes; that is true. 

The Cuarmrman. And you gave no one instructions in connection 
with this election, how they should vote or that they should clear their 
books in so that ‘they could vote, or that they should make the trip 
down there to vote? You say you did not do any of that? 

Mr. Yocom. Senator, I do not recall. I would not specifically say 
no on that, because I might have asked a welder or something to clear 
in, 

The CHatrman. How long, under the constitution, must one have 
been cleared into a local before he is eligible to vote in an election 
for officers of that local ? 

Mr. Yocom. I think at that time it was 60 days, Senator. I am 
not sure. 

The Cuarrman. If they cleared in on the 30th of November and 
voted on the 11th of December, they would vote illegally, then, under 
the constitution, would they not, if the constitution said 60 di: LYS 

Mr. Yocom. I suppose that is right. 

The Cuarrman. You would not be a party to having anybody vote 
illegally in your union, would you? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; I would not. 

The Cuarrman. You would protest it, would you not ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you protest it ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. I am trying to find out if this is the way your 
union operates, if it has the approval of the officers of the union. 
You disapprove of anything going on like that, do you not? Or 
do you? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You certainly disapprove of it, do you not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrman. What do you think ought to be done with officials 
who would perpetrate such a fraud as that? You are a union member 
and an officer in that local. What do you think ought to be done 
with them ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, that I do not know. 

The Cuatrman. You have no ideas about that ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Cuarmrman. Something should be done, should it not, if you are 
going to protect the integrity of unionism, do you not think so? 
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Mr. Yocom. It should be protected ; yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Have you any questions, Senator ? 

Senator Ervin. I believe you said you had known Jim Craddock, 
who was running for business agent of 798 at that time, very well for 
a long period of time. 

Mr. Yocom. Not too long a period of time, but I had known him, 
I would say, a year or two. 

Senator Ervin. You knew he had opponents in his own local run- 
ning for that position, did you not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. And you knew that this trip, and all that, was done 
and planned out by Ear! Griffin and some of the officers of your union 
to deny local 798 the right to select their own officers in the event they 
disapproved of Craddoe k, did you not ? 

Me Yocom. No, sir; I did not. 

Senator Ervin. Do you mean to tell us under oath that you did not 
know that Earl Griffin was trying to get Craddock elected business 
agent of local 798 over his opponents! 

“Mr. Yocom. Iamsorry. Yes. 

Senator Ervin. Do you not know that these men were transferred 
out of local 706 to local 798 for the purpose of carrying out that pur- 

se of Earl Griffin ? 

Mr. Yocom. I could not swear that, but I would think so, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. Do you not. think ‘that. is about the only reason- 
able conclusion to come to about it? And did you not think so when 
you went down on this bus ride to Baton Rouge ¢ 

Mr. Yocom. Well, no, sir; I did not think about it, period, I guess. 

Senator Ervin. You knew these men on the bus, did you not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. They lived in El Dorado? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

Senator Ervin. Some of them had been members of local 706 for 
years and years, had they not? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

Senator Ervin. Did it not excite your suspicion as to why they 
should be hauled down to Baton Rouge to vote in an election that 
did not concern local 706 but related to the election of officers for 
798? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, no, sir; it did not. 

Senator Ervin. Do you not think it is a very sorry proceeding for 
officers of one local union in your union to have men transferred 
out of that union so they can vote and deprive, if necessary, members 
of another local of the power to elect their own officers ? 

Mr. Yocom. Do I think 

Senator Ervin. Read the question. 

(The question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Yocom. Well, Senator, I think these people, some of them, were 
working on this pipeline down there at that time. That is the way 
Tunderstand it. 

Senator Ervin. You have not answered my question. 

Mr. Yocom. Do you mean if a man deliberately did that ? 

Senator = RvIN. Yes. 


Mr. Yocom. Well 
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Senator Ervry. For your information, the testimony before this 
committee is that these men never did do any work under the juris- 
diction of 798, that all they did was to be transferred down there to 
vote in violation of your constitution which required at least 60 days 
for transfer, and the transfer was just a few days before the election, 
and then they retransferred just a few days afterward, without ever 
performing any work under the jurisdiction of 798. Do you not think 
that is a very sorry way for the oflicers of one local union to deal with 
the members of another local union of the same international? 

Mr. Yocom. If a man deliberately did that, it would not be good 
pool. 

Senator Ervin. It would tend to deprive the members of a local 
union of the right to select their own officers, would it not? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; I guess it would. 

Senator Ervin. You were familiar with the fact that Earl Griffin 
and other officers, local officers, the vice president you named, Curtis 
Porter, were very anxious to see that Craddock was elected over his 
opponent as business agent of 798, you were aware of that ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. And furthermore, at that time Earl Griffin was the 
international representative, was he not / 

Mr. Yocom. I believe he was, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. Was it not his duty as an international representa- 
tive to see that each local had a right to select its own officers according 
to the constitution of the union ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, that I don’t know, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. Do you not think he owed a duty there / 

Mr. Yocom. Sir? 

Senator Ervin. Who did have that duty ? 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I guess the organizer or whoever is over that 
would. 

Senator Ervin. I ask you further: if you do not know that on this 
occasion when these 40 men were taken down by bus to vote at Baton 
Rouge for Craddock, and they were to vote for Craddock—you under- 
stood that, did you not ? 

Mr. Yocom. Sure. 

Senator Ervin. I ask you if you do not know that some of the men 
who had been transferred for this purpose—well, did you know a man 
by the name of Evans, who was a Baptist minister as well as a member 
of your union? 

Mr. Yocom. Merle Evans, yes. I do. 

Senator Ervin. Do you know a man named Mitchell ? 

Mr. Yocom. Mitchell ? 

Senator Ervin. Yes. 

Mr. Yocom. Well, I know two or three, Senator. 

Senator Ervryx. Did a man named Mitchell go down on this trip! 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall. 

Senator Ervin. Did Evans go on this trip ? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t recall that. But I imagine he did. 

Senator Ervin. Do you know aman named Baker? 

Mr. Yocom. J. G. Baker? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. 

Senator Ervin. What is Mitchell’s name? 

Mr. Durry. J.T. Mitchell. 
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Senator Ervin. Do you know him? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. 

Senator Ervin. I will ask you, as a matter of fact, if you do not 
know that they did not go on this trip, but that someone carried their 
cards showing their me »mbe ‘rship in 798 and that some per sons imper- 
sonated them there and cast votes on their cards for Craddock. 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

Senator Ervin. ‘Do you say that is not true? 

Mr. Yocom. I couldn’t say it is not true, Senator. I don’t know. 
I will say one thing, that just don’t go. 

Senator Ervin. ‘Do you say that it did not go? 

Mr. Yocom. No, I couldn't say that it didn’t go, but I say that that 
is bad pool. 

Senator Ervin. It is about as bad as it can get, is it not ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is right. It sure is. 

Senator Ervin. That is all. 

The Cuairman. I hand you here a photostatic copy of what ap- 
pears to be an invoice of some goods from the Randolph Sporting 
Goods Co., Inc., of EF] Dorado, Ark., dated January 7, 1958, together 
with what appears to be a bill or a statement rendered by the same 
company to plumbers and steamfitters local 706 covering the same 
amount as the invoice total on the goods covered by the invoice, and 
it is dated February 1, 1958, together ‘r with a canceled check drawn on 
local union No. 706 by Ermon Griffin as secretary and treasurer on 
February 20, 1958, to Randolph Sporting Goods Co. in the same 
amount as the statement and the invoice. 

I ask you to examine them, and particularly the invoice, and see 
whose name appears signed at the bottom of the invoice. 

(The documents were handed to the witness. ) 

The CuArrman. Have you examined the three photostatic copies of 
documents which I pr esented to you? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The Cramman. Whose name is signed at the bottom of the invoice? 

Mr. Yocom. That is mine. 

The Cuarrman. Is that your signature? 

Mr. Yocom. I believe it is, Senator. 

The Cuamman. Did you get those goods? 

Mr. Yocom. I received them, Senator. I picked them up. 

The Cuatrman. You picked them up for whom? 

Mr. Yocom. For Ermon. 

The CHarman. For Ermon Griffin ? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. 

The Cuairman. What became of them? Who were they purchased 
for? 

Mr. Yocom. I don’t know for sure. 

The Cuarrman. What are they? It is insulated clothing, isn’t it? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir; duck hunting clothes. 

The Cuarrman. Duck hunting clothes? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. 

The CHamman. Who instructed you to pick up the goods? 

Mr. Yocom. Ermon. 

The Cuarrman. They did not go to you personally? You did not 
get them, did you? 
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Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The CuHarrman. You delivered them to him? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes, sir. They use them when somebody comes down 
to visit, business agents : and stuff like that. 

The CuatrMan. For business agents who may come to visit? 

Mr. Yocom. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Are they kept in stock as part of the equipment of 
the local’s property ? 

Mr. Yocom. I suppose just as part of the equipment there. 

The Cramman. You have not used the duck-hunting equipment? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. 

The Crarrman. Who is it for? Who uses the duck-hunting equip- 
ment? To you not get in on that ? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir. I haven’t duck hunted in a couple of years, 

The CratrmMan. A couple years? 

Mr. Yocom. That is right. 

The CuatrmMan. That was just before hunting season 2 years ago, 
Was that when you quit? 

Mr. Yocom. No, sir; but I am usually out of town on a job and I 
don’t get in on it. Iam too poor to hunt, Senator. 

The CHatrmMan. Let these documents be made exhibit No. 30, 
marked “A,” “B,” and “C,” in the order in which I referred to them, 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibit No. 30” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The Cuarrman. I will say we have a good many things like this, 
and this one just happens to have your name. That is why I presented 
it. I did not think you wanted to admit that the union was buying 
these insulated goods for you personally. Your name is on it as 
having received it, but you personally did not get them. 

Mr. Yocom. I had to sign the ticket when I went down to pick 
them up. 

The Cuatrman. To receive them ? 

Mr. Yocom. That is true. 

The Cuarrman. I thought that is the way it was, but I wanted to 
get it in the record. 

Is there anything further of this witness? 

Tf not, we thank you and you are excused. 

Mr. ApterRMAN. Mr. Griffin is the next witness. 

The CHatrMaAn. Please be sworn. 

You do solemnly swear the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate Investigating Subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ERMON GRIFFIN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
TOM GENTRY 


The Cuarrman. State your name, your place of residence, and your 
business or occupation, please, sir. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. Ermon Griffin. I reside at 121 Clark Street, 
El Dorado, Ark. I am business manager and financial secretary- 
treasurer of Local 706, United Association. 

The Cuamman. Let the record show that Mr. Gentry appears as 
counsel for the witness. 
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How long have you been a member of local 706 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I was a charter member. 

The CHaiRMAN. When was local 706 established ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It was in 1943. The exact month I don’t 
recall. Prior to that we were a member of another local there, and 
they merged us. 

The CuairMAN. They merged, two locals merged ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; in 1943. 

The CuairMAN. It was a different 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It was the same parent organization, but we 
had a plumbers’ local, a steamfitters’ local, and a general pipefitters’ 
local. 

The CuarrMAN. So the charter was issued for this one, the merged 
local, sometime in 1943 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. That is my recollection; yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. What is your official position now, business agent 
and what ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Financial secretary-treasurer. 

The CuarrMan. Business agent and financial secretary-treasurer. 
How long have you held this position ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtrn. I was elected to financial secretary-treasurer 
in 1954, I believe. 

The CHatrMan. Was that at a regular union election or a special ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. A special called meeting for this purpose. 

The CuHairmMan. A special called election ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; notices were sent out. 

The CuarrMan. Have you been reelected since 1954 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; in 1956. I was reelected. That was 
in June. 

The CuatrMan. Have you had any election in your local since 1956 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. Wait a minute—you caught me a 
little fast there. I believe there have been some vacancies filled. 

The Cuatrman. All right. There has been no general election, but 
there may h: ane been some special elections filling vacancies ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. What are your duties as business agent and finan- 
cial secretary- treasurer ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I attend to the business of the local union. I 
take care of the business of negotiation, and so forth, meet with con- 
tractors, employ our people, and also keep the records of the local 
union, the financial records. 

The Cuatrman. You keep the financial records ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CHatrMan. You are responsible for those ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. Yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. Also responsible for making financial reports; are 
you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; that is the finance committee. 

The Cuamrman. You have a finance committee who makes financial 
reports ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What author ity do they have over the records ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. They have all the authority under our consti- 
tution. I haveaconstitution in my briefcase. 
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The CuarrmMan. We have one on file. 

When you say they have all the authority, you mean the authority 
to audit, to inspect ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; and to examine. 

The Cuarrman. Is business agent a different office to that of finan- 
cial secretary-treasurer ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. At present it is combined in our local union, 

The Cuatrman. When was it combined ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. The latter part of 1956, I believe, Senator, 
The exact date I don’t recall. 

The Cuatrrman. That was following your election ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. The general election: yes, sir; at the death of 
the fellow who was elected as business manager at that time. 

The CuatrMan. Were you appointed after the 1956 election to one 
of these positions ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I was elected to it. 

The CuarrmMan. At aspecial election ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And the offices were combined ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; after notices were sent out and I be- 
lieve it was 2 months or something like that, so everyone could be 
informed that there would be a special order of business. 

The CratrmMan. It is now one office instead of two separate offices? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrman. Prior to that time it had been two separate posi- 
tions ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrn. The delay was occasioned by a desire to 
inform all of our members what the business would be and the time 
to take care of it. 

The Cuatrman. I am talking about prior to that time you had a 
business agent office and you had the financial secretary-treasurer’s 
office and they were two separate offices, but they were later combined 
about 1956 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuamman. And you hold both offices? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What office did you hold prior to 1956 in your local? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Prior to 1956 I was financial secretary- 
treasurer. 

The Cratmrman. When did you first become financial secretary- 
treasurer ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtin. If I could refer to the minutes, I could prob- 
ably tell you exactly. I believe it was—it must have been in 1955, 
Senator. 

The Cuatrman. In 1955. 

What position did you hold with your local in 1951, 1952, 1953, and 
1954? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No official capacity in the local. 

The Cuarrman. None. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Other than asa member. I was a delegate one 
time to the El Dorado Building Trades Council for about 3 months 
and I had to leave town and go to work. 

The Cuarrman. During the period of the construction of the Pine 
Bluff ordnance plant, the Pine Bluff Arsenal, when local 706 had 
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jurisdiction of the union work in your particular category of that 
project, did you hold any official position at all at that time? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The CuairMANn. None? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Not in the union. 

The CuamrMAN. Not in the union? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. That is right. I was in a supervisory capacity 
on the job. 

The CHamrMAN. You were one of the supervisors on the job? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. As such, to whom did you report ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I reported to my immediate superior who 
changed during the job several times. 

The CHarRMAN. Who was your immediate superior in title of office ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. When I left the job, Frank 

The Cuarrman. No; I am talking about what. was the title of your 
immediate superior ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I was general foreman for a while and then 
assistant superintendent for a while. 

The CuatrmMan. Who was your immediate superior when you were 
foreman ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtxn. When I was general foreman it was a fellow— 
he was the piping superintendent. I forget his name. He was a 
Cajun. 

The CuarrMan. Who was your immediate superior officer when you 
were superintendent ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. During part of the time we had a piping 
superintendent and during part of the time our field superintendent, 
the general field superintendent, was our immediate superior. 

The Cuarrman. What was his name? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Frank Weir. 

The CHarrMANn. Did you ever work under Mr. Yocom ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. As chief steward on that job or the steward on that 
job, were you ever working under him? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Not under his supervision; no, sir. 

The CuatrMan. Was he a superior officer to you by reason of his 
being the steward on that job? 

Mr. Ermon GrirFin. No, sir. 

The CuarrMANn. He would be inferior to you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. In other words, I would not take 
orders from the steward. My orders came from the company. 

The CHamman. I am talking about insofar as union affairs. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrty. In union affairs I took my instructions from 
Mr. Yocom; yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. That is what I meant. 

Did you, as foreman and superintendent, collect assessments from 
the men who worked on the job? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. No, sir. 

The Cramman. You collected no assessments from the men who 
worked on the job? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I don’t recall ever collecting one. 

The Cratrman. Did you pay assessments ? 
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Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Crarrman. You were a member of 706 and you got a receipt 
for your payment? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I paid my assessments into the office, not 
through the envelope. 

The Cuatrman. Did you get a receipt for it? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrman. Do you know what records were kept of those 
payments ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I have seen some of the audit reports; yes, 
sir. 

The CHatrman. Whose audit reports ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Leo Herbert, I believe, performed the audit 
at that time. 

The CHarrMan. Did we find any audit reports ? 

Mr. Munpte. Yes, we have audit reports. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Quite a few of our members paid that way in- 
stead of through the envelope system. 

The CHarrman. You did not, then, collect any assessments from 
members of 155, 665, and those who may have been working on permit 
from other unions? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I did not. 

The CuHarrman. So you had nothing to do with that transaction of 
handling those moneys there; is that correct ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I would like to straighten up one point here. I 
think one morning I did sign as a witness on one of those envelopes, but 
that is the only time, just the one occasion. But I didn’t regularly; no, 
sir. I might have done something like that. 

The CuatrmMan. But as far as any authority and act of perform- 
ing any function representing the union in connection with it, you did 
not? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I did not; no, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Isthere any other question on this ? 

Mr. Durry. Not in that area. 

The Cuarrman. You did not keep the records of the union at that 
time? You were not responsible for the records they kept ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The CHarrMan. You now are responsible in your capacity ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I am. 

The CuHairman. But you were not at that time? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. There was an election of officers in local 798 at 
Tulsa on the 11th of December 1955, one of the locals in your inter- 
national union. Were you familiar with that at the time? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I am familiar with it; yes, sir. I mean, I am 
familiar with the fact that there was. 

The Cuarrman. Are you familiar with the part that your local 
played in that election, and the officers of your local in arranging for 
the clearing-in of members of your union into that local so that they 
might vote in that election? Are you familiar with that ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. To my knowledge, there was no official officers 
participating in that. 
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The CuarrMAN. Did you give instructions or solicit any members of 
our local union to clear their cards into local 798 so that they might 
vote in that Tulsa local election ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. To my knowledge I did not. I might have 
probabl discussed the election with several of our members, Senator. 

The Cuairman. And the importance of having some of them go 
down and vote? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I didn’t discuss that particular prob- 
lem, but I did discuss this problem: that there would be an election 
and transportation would be provided them. 

The CuarrMan. Is that a usual thing when they have an election in 
another local, that you organize a group of your men to go and vote? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Maybe I could bring you up to this. They 
have an unusual election. They have the only election in the United 
Association where people are allowed to vote anywhere except one 
central box. They have an unusual local union. 

The CuatrMan. I understand that, but your members were not 
members of that local, even if the situation was unusual, and this is 
quite unusual what we are finding out about it. But your members 
of 706 were not members of that local. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. There were quite a few members even several 
years prior to then who had cleared out of 706 and cleared into 798. 

The CuarrMan. That would be true, as a normal thing, that they 
clear from one local to another as they move their jobs. But that is 
what I want to distinguish here; that while that is a proper thing and 
a normal thing, that was a bit unusual, what actually occurred here. 
I think maybe you will agree with me. Do you know about what did 
occur here 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; I know quite a bit of what occurred. 

The Cuarrman. Who arranged for these men to clear into local 798 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. The majority of them got their clearance 
cards from me. 

The Cuatrrman. Who arranged for them to do it? Who suggested 
that they do it ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Where it originated from, I don’t know. But 
there was quite a bit of talk. I don’t recall who originated it. I do 
know where I got some of the information from. 

The Cuarman. Who did you get your information from? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I got some from the pipeline conference. 

The CuarrMan. From who? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. From the pipeline conference in Tulsa, Okla. 

The Cuairman. Who is that? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. That is where all locals who are interested in 
transmission pipelines meet to negotiate with the contractors. 

The Cuarrman. What information did you get from the pipeline 
conference ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. That they would have an election and that 
there would be several places where these people could vote. 

The CHatrman. What people? 

Mr. Ermon GrirFin. The people who were members of 798. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, to accommodate the members— 
they do have members scattered, to accommodate them they designated 








166 LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK 


certain places, towns, where they might vote instead of having to come 
into Tulsa to vote at the local ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. That was done to accommodate legitimate mem- 
bers of local 798, Tulsa. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. All right. There is nothing wrong with that. That 
appears to be all right, up to there. What other information did you 
get beyond that ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. At that conference I think we received quite 
a bit of information on the work that was proposed in the pipeline 
industry in the coming year. 

The Cuarrman. That was proposed in the pipeline industry ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes. And I think you will find that there 
were quite a few pipelines laid that following year. 

The Cuarrman. What did that have to do with it? Your men were 
in the same international union. What did that have to do with them 
transferring away ¢ 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Their work prospects were a lot better in 798 
than they would have been in 706. 

The Cuairman. How long did that work prospect last ? 

Mr. Exmon Grirrin. Approximately a year. 

The Cuairman. It lasted a year? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. So you think that was the inducement ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Part of it; yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. How small a part? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. That is a hard thing for me to say, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Let’s see if we can’t analyze it a bit. Do you know 
the date they transferred into that local, that they cleared into it? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I do not recall right now. 

The Cuairman. If your records or the international records show 
they cleared in on the 30th of November, would you dispute it? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I certainly wouldn't. 

The Cuarrman. The election was on the 11th of December, was i 
not ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I wouldn’t dispute it; no sir. 

The Cuarrman. I think it is a matter of record. Iam trying to be 
very factual and accurate. 

Is it not true, if you know about it, that your men from local 706 
cleared or transferred into local 798 on the 30th of November before 
the election on the 11th of Dece alae 2 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I suppose that is true. 

The CuarrmMan. You suppose that is true / 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Are you familiar with your constitution / 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuHarrman. What does it provide / 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtx. The present one or the one at that time? 

The Cuarrman. At that time, as to how long they must transfer in 
before they are eligible to vote. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I am not familiar enough to recall exactly 
what it says. 
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The CuarrMan. If I can help you, wasn’t it 60 days that they had 
to be transferred in before they were eligible to be voting in an 
election ‘ 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I was thinking it was 90. I am not sure. 

The CHairMaAn. We will compromise on my figure, if you don’t 
mind. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrty. Well, I was under the impression it was 90 
days. 

The CuairmMan. It is 60. So transferring on the 30th of November 
to vote in an election on the 11th of December would not make them 
eligible, would it, under your constitution at that time ? 

Mr. Er on Gr 1FFIN. According to that it wouldn’t; no, sir. 

The Cratrman, Did you know that at that time, as an officer ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I probably did. I was probably more famil- 
iar with it at that time than I am at the present time. 

The CHairmMan. So there wasn’t any mistake, then, about it, it 
wasn’t an oversight, but you knew at that time what the constitution 
prov ided on transferring 4 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I did: yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You said they were induced by the reason of pros- 
pective work for a period of a year ? 

Mr. ERmon Grirrtin. Yes, sir. 

The Craimman. Can you tell me, then, why they all transferred 
back by the 80th of December ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirriy. I have seen many a person who tried pipeline 
work who left it within an hour after they got on the job. It is a lot 
easier talked about than it isdone. I pipelined quite a bit. 

The CuairmMan. Did you ever see a group like that go into an elec- 
tion illegally and come out that quick before in your life ? 

Mr. ErmMon Grirrrin. No, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. You haven’t seen it since, have you? You admit 
that is a very unusual arrangement, don’t you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I will admit it is 

The Cuamman. It is not according to Hoyle? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It is not too unusual. 

The Cuarrman. And not according to the proper standards, is it? 
I realize it. 

Iiow would you like for this same thing to be perpetrated on your 
local from members of locals 155 and 665 just before you come up for 
election / 

Mr. Erwon Grirrix. We have tried to take steps in the past from 
keeping anything like that from happening in our local. 

Che Cuamman. In your local. But you are willing to help perpe- 
trate it in another 
fr. Eraon Grirrin. No, sir; I didn’t say that. 

The CuatrmMan. That is what you did. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The Cuairman. What happened ? 

Mr. Exmon Grirrin. T didn’t help perpetrate it. 

The Cuarman. Who did / 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I « don't know. 

The CHarmman. It coul in't have happened without some of vou 
officers directing it. 
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Mr. Exmon Grirrin. Senator, at that time I was new to the office, 
I had never been charged with office work. Do you realize, and I can 
prove this by a lot of testimony, that I was working in that office from 
¢ o’clock in the morning to midnight every night, that I didn’t leave 
that office too often, that I was trying to catch up? 

I had a whale of a lot of work ‘and if you are trying to say that 
I induced people there or induced this number of people, I didn’t. 

The Crairman. I am not saying you did. Obviously somebody 
did. Would you know who did it? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The CHatrrMan. You wouldn’t have any idea? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I have a lot of ideas. I will say this: that 
I think the officers of 798 that were elected 

The CHarrman. Why have you taken steps to see that this didn’t 
happen in your local ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It is only normal. 

The CuatrmMan. What is normal? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. To see that your local union is retained by 
local union members. 

The CuarrMan. That itis protected ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You wouldn’t be a party, then, I assume, to having 
members transfer out of one union just a few days before election into 
another solely for the purpose of voting? You wouldn’t do a thing 
like that, would you? 

Mr. Ermon GRrrrin. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And you would condemn it and anyone else who 
did it, would you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It is according to the circumstances, Senator. 
I figure 

The Cratrman. Do you mean circumstances alter right and wrong 
in principle? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I didn’t say that. 

The Cuatrman. I am talking about circumstances just like pre- 
vailed here. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I am no attorney. I am no good in arguing 
something like this. I will have to agree with that. But I do say 
that circumstances alter cases. 

The CuHatrmMan. In some circumstances and in some cases; that is 
true. We all know that. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrin. If a person wanted to clear out, and if I want 
to influence some friends of mine to clear out or go to vote, I think 
that would be my privilege. If I had some friends I wanted to talk 
to them to vote for someone else, I would talk to them. 

The Cuarrman. Not to vote illegally. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No,sir. I don’t say they were voting illegally. 

The CHarrMan. You don’t? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtin. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. If they cleared out 11 days before the election, and 
the constitution says that they must have been cleared out and into 
that local 60 days before to be eligible to vote, would you say that that 
was a legal vote? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrn. No, sir. 
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The CuarrmMan. It wasn’t legal then, according to your own consti- 
tution. Iam not talking about the law of the land. 

Mr. Ermon GRIFFIN. “You brought up something there that I am 
not familiar with. 

The CuarrMAN. Were you familiar with your duties in connection 
with clearing these people out ? 

Mr. ERMON Grirrin. Yes, sir; I am familiar with it, and I am 
familiar with the fact that I think you are getting around to that I 
have been negligent in it on several occasions. 

The Carman. It was your duty to sign these cards when they 
cleared out as secretary, wasn’t it? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. It was your duty to have them sign these cards in 
your presence 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. But that is one thing we have failed 
to enforce, and it is unenforcible. That is what I was trying to get to. 

The Cuairman. This other isn’t unenforcible, that they have to be 
there for 60 days. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. But that wasn’t my responsibility. 

The CuairMan. I am going to try to find out whose it was. Would 
you help me find out whose responsibility it was? 

" Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Sir? 

The CHairmMan. Will you help me find out whose responsibility it 
was 4 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I would say it would be the executive com- 
mittee of that local. 

The CHatrman. Which local ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. 798. 

The CuatrMan. It wouldn’t be any responsibility on the part of 
your officials not to participate in such an arrangement ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. In that local union ? 

The CHArrMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Ermon. Grirrry. I did not participate. 

The Cuairman. If your officials did participate in it and helped 
arrange for this election transaction to be held in this manner in vio- 
lation of the constitution, would you say they have no responsibility ? 

Mr. Exmon Grirrin. Y es, sir. I mean, I would say that they were 
wrong. I would like to get back to the clearance card, if I could ex- 
plain ‘that situation. 

The Cuarrman. So we can both understand exactly what you are 
talking about, this is “clearance card” in your constitution. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrry. That has been changed in the present one, and 
it is still not workable. 

The Cuatrman. I am not trying to deny you, but I want to under- 
stand this. I will read it so we both hearit. This says: 

There shall be a card known as a clearance card issued to members in good 
standing who may desire to clear from one local to another, said card to be 
signed by the member who receives it in the presence of secretary issuing same. 
Upon the member depositing this card, he shall again be required to sign his 
name in the presence of the secretary receiving it for identification purposes. 
The financial secretary shall forward all clearance cards to the general office 
within 48 hours after acceptance of same by local union. For failure to comply 


With this section, the financial secretary shall be assessed not less than $25 
nor more than $50. 


That is what you wanted toexplain. You may. 
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Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I have a member who has secured a job and 
he desires a clearance card, and this has happened a number of times, 
say, in California, or New York State, and I am going to force him 
to come down there and stand in front of my window and pick up 
his clearance card without sending it to him in the mail? It is Just 
not treating the guy right. 

The CHarRMAN. W hat you mean to say is that it is not practic al. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrn. That is right. And that has been done in a 
number of cases. 

The Cuatrman. That has been revised ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. And now you have a transfer card 
and a travel card situation which is just about as bad. You do a 
things for your members and then they try to criticize you for i 

The Cuateman. Let me ask you this: As financial secretary, wad 
this wholesale clearing out was taking place, were you not a bit con- 
cerned about it that you were going to lose all of these dues ¢ 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I was quite concerned with other things than 
that, I can assure you, because I was quite new to the office and I was 
trying to keep track of everything. ‘The girl who had kept the office 
all this time had gotten married and left. 

When I was elected it was agreed that I wouldn’t have to come into 
the office, that she would take care of everything. 

The Cramman. You would hold the office and she would do the 
work and have the responsibility 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. She would do the work, and I would go with 
my accountant to let me help check the records and so forth. But I 
was intended to work in the field. 

Senator Ervin. Who got the salary ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrn. There was no salary until she quit, and when 
she quit I didn’t have anyone to take her place. I had to go up 
there. 

The CHAtrMan. She got the salary until she quit ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. Yes, sir. Then I quit my job in the field and 
filled the office. In the meantime, I was very unfamiliar with office 
work. So you can realize there are quite a few things that come up 
during that period, the first 6 months, that I was very unfamiliar 
with. 

The Cuatrman. I can appreciate that, but there are also things 
where you don’t have to have experience in an office, things that we 
ean know are right or wrong ¢ If this election transaction was 
perpetrated on the people in that other local, as it appears to have 
been done, upon the real members of the other local, I think any of 
us know, whether we can even read or write, it is wrong. I don't 
see how you can countenance it and say that you believe in the in- 
tegrity of your union. I don’t believe you would, if you believed in 
the integrity of your union. 

How would you like for the same situation to ee with a 
large number of people transferring in from Pine Bluff and Little 
Rock locals into the El Dorado local just before voting time so they 
could vote against you? 

Mr. Erwon Grirrixn. We have had quite a few people transfer in 
and out of the local. 

The Crrarmman. But vou said you guarded against anything like 
that happening, too. 
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Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Now they have to be a member there. 

The CHatrMAN. You have your rules improved now, but even under 
such rules as you had then, you wouldn’t like it to happen, would you? 

Mr. Ermon GRIFFIN. Back j in those days there were quite a few of 
them that did happen. I have heard rumors of it. 

The Cuarrman. If you want to approve it, all right, but I do not 
think you would want to approve of such conduct. If you did, you are 
at liberty to say so, but I assumed you didn’t. Do you want ‘to make 
a statement that you do or don’t ¢ 

Mr. Ermon GRIFFIN. No, sir. 

The CHarrMan. You don’t want to make a statement either way / 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t want to make a statement either way 
on it. 

The CuHarrMAN. Very well. 

Senator Ervin. You don’t even want to say that it smells bad to 
your mor al olfactory nerves ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirriy. No, sir. 

The CuatrrmMan. Do you know aman named Mr. Giles? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What is his given name? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Ed Giles. 

The CuarrMan. Did you talk to him about this election matter? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t recall talking to him about it. 

The CHarrman. He wasasked a question, this question : 

Who arranged this voting deal? 
after he had been interrogated about it to some extent, and his an- 
swer was: 


Mr. Ermon Griffin is the one that told me to go down there. 


Do you want to say that is true or not true ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I wouldn’t know. I mean, I don’t recall. 

The Cairman. Do you deny it? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I am not discussing it. 

The CHAIRMAN (reading) : 

The CHAIRMAN. And to vote that way? 

And his answer was: 

Yes, sir. 

Did you tell him to vote for Craddock when you went down there? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I possibly did. He was the person I was best 
acquainted with. 

The Cuairman. So you helped to arrange it. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. If someone asked me how I would vote, I 
would say I would vote for Craddock. I don’t know that I did, Sen- 
ator. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you are not going to deny what he 
said ? 


Mr. Ermon Grivrin. I am not going to deny it; no, sir. 
The CHarrMan (reading) : 


The CHarrRMAN. Did he say the little man wanted it done that way? 
and Mr. Giles answered: 


Well, he called Earl, you see, and had him come down there and Earl told 
him to have me declare and told him what to do. 
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Was Earl directing you to get these people lined up ¢ 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You say that isn’t true? 

Mr. Ermon. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you have any conversation with Earl about 
this election matter and did he give you any instructions about how 
to handle this clearing of these people in or to persuade any of them 
to do so? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t recall him giving me any instructions, 
Senator. I am quite sure we did discuss it because there was quite a 
few other things we were discussing. But as far as the discussion, I 
can’t recall the discussion. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Griffin, I will ask you this question and you 
may answer it on your oath as you want to: Did you help arrange this 
clearance of these men, persuade them or induce any of them or ask 
any of them to clear out of your local, local 706, into local 798, for 
the purpose of being able to vote in that election, and to take them 
down to Baton Rouge for that purpose? Did you participate in those 
arrangements ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The CuarrMan. You are under oath and all I want is the truth. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrx. You asked two or three questions to me at 
once there. Some of it is not and some of it is, Senator. 

The CuarrMan. Tell me exactly what you did. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I handled the clearance cards; yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. For that purpose, knowing that as a purpose? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I mean I handled clearance cards. I am 
quite sure I issued clearance cards, at least I might not have issued 
all of them, but I am quite sure I did. 

The CuatrmMan. Did you know at the time it was for the purpose 
of getting them in there to vote in that election and for that purpose 
primarily ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It was quite a few of them for that purpose; 
yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. So you did participate in it knowingly ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. In the actual clearing out of the people, I had 
to. 

The Cuatrman. And you also asked some of them to do it, didn’t 
you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I don’t know that I did no, sir. I don’t 
recall asking anyone to do that. I am not kidding you, Senator. I 
mean, I don’t recall asking a soul about it. It was a general topic 
out in the hall. 

The Cuatrman. Did you get others to do it? Did you give in- 
structions to anyone to go out and get these men to do it ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. I don’t recall if I did. 

The Cuatrman. Did you give George Wolfe instructions to go out 
and arrange this? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t recall it; no, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Do you say you didn’t ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t recall. I certainly don’t recall giving 
those instructions. In fact, you have my job mixed up at that time 
with what I am doing today. 
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The CuarrMan. I am not altogether mixed up. 

Mr. Ermon GrirFin. We had a business agent then. 

The CHairMAN. You wouldn’t have to be a president, vice president, 
or anything else to help to do this. But you were an officer in the 
union at that time and had to sign the cards. The real issue is: Did 
you help to arrange to do this, to have them come in and get their 
clearance and encourage them or persuade them or induce them or 
ask them, or request them todoit? Did you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Well, I made certain arrangements. 

The Cuarrman. What arrangements? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. If anyone asked me who my preference was, 
and that is what I am certainly trying to make clear to you, I would 
certainly favor Jim Craddock. 

The Cuairman. What arrangements did you make? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. On those clearance cards. 

The Carman. Who paid for this trip down there? 

Mr. Ermon GrirFin. 706. 

The CuarrMan. Out of what fund? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t recall exactly what fund. 

The Cuatrman. You handled the transaction of paying? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It would be the general organizing fund. 

The Cuairman. To whom did you give the money to pay for the 
trip? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I believe I gave the bus company a check for 
the bus, a charter. 

The Cuatrman. Who did you give the expense money to to take care 
of the men ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Ted Nordmyer. 

The Cuatrman. Was that union money ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. You gave it to him by cash or check ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Petty cash, 

The CHarrMaAn. You gave him cash? 

Mr. Durry. Did you say petty cash. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I believe. 

Mr. Durry. So there was no record as to how this was used? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; there was a record kept. He brought 
me back a series of meal tickets. 

Mr. Durry. But you charged it off to petty cash, didn’t you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I believe so. But these meal tickets were in 
the petty cash drawer. 

The Cratrman. It was not charged off, then, as for the actual 
purpose that the money was spent ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. The meal tickets were attached to 
a petty cash check at that time. That is the way it was handled. 
You understand, anything that is charged off to petty cash we get a 
slip and it is stamped. He brought these meal tickets back in to me 
as I recall and the change and that was included, and this check was 
figured up, I guess from the general fund, and reimbursed for cash 
disbursements and all of these tickets were in there at the time. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any other questions on this? 

Mr. ApLERMAN. I have a few questions. 

Senator Ervin. May I ask a question? 
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The Cuarrman. Senator Ervin? 

Senator Ervin. Mr. Griffin, I always heard that an honest con- 
fession is good for the soul. You certainly knew what those men 
were going down there for. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Y es, sir; I knew. 

Senator Ervin. Otherwise, you wouldn’t have taken union money 
out of the petty cash account and paid the expenses of the trip. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; 1 knew they were going down there 
at that time to vote. T hat is why I chartered the bus. 

Senator Ervin. You knew also that you had only granted them 
transferrals 11 days before that, didn’t you? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtry. I don’t recall—I mean, I don’t recollect that, 
Senator. 

Senator Ervin. You knew it was just a few days before. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Had you not discussed this matter with the other 
officers of the local, or with your brother, Ear] Griffin ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I have discussed it with quite a few people. 

Senator Ervin. Did you discuss it with Earl Griffin ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I discussed the election, I discussed the amount 
of pipeline work coming up in the future. 

Bainter Ervin. Let’s leave the pipeline out of it for a minute and 
stick to the election. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. All right, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Had you discussed this matter with your brother? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; I possibly had. 

Senator Ervin. And you knew this expense of sending this bus 
down there was paid for out of the funds of local 706 and the bus 
was sent down there so that these 40-odd men could cast their votes in 
this election of a business agent for another local ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Do you think that is a proper expenditure of union 
funds? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. You do? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. Paying the bus fare for those people 
to go down there to vote? 

Senator Ervin. Yes. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. You think it is all right to take the funds of one 
local union to pay the transportation charges of men to vote in another 
local union ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. In behalf of the particular candidate? 

Mr. Erson Grirrrn. I didn’t say that. 

Senator Ervin. Yes, you said that. You said they went down there, 
you knew, to vote for Craddock. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I didn’t, I don’t think. 

Senator Ervin. You are on oath to tell the truth. Do you tell me- 
do you tell me that you didn’t know they were going down there to 
vote for Craddock ? 

Mr. Ermon Grurrin. I didn’t know that all of them were going to 
vote with Craddock. 

Senator Ervin. Come clean with me. 
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Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I am clean with you. But there are quite a 
few that went down there that I never discussed it with. 

Senator Ervin. Did you have reason to believe that at the time you 
paid those tickets or authorized this trip and engaged the bus that 
they were going there for the purpose of voting for Craddock? 

Mr. Ermon Grier iN. No, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Are you swearing that you thought they were going 
to vote for somebody else ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrn. Senator, I hadn’t discussed this with very 
many of the people. 

Senator Ervin. You don’t answer the question, Did you have 
reason to believe they were going down there to vote against Craddock 
when you participated in this? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I didn’t believe they were going to 
vote against him or for him. The only ones I discussed it with— 
there were very few of them I discussed it with, because I was quite 
busy, as I told you before. 

Senator Ervin. You are telling me now that you weren’t concerned 
about the election of Craddock, “and your brother in discussing this 
wasn’t concerned about the election of Craddock, but you merely 
wanted these men to go down there and cast a free and untrammeled 
ballot for the candidate of their choice? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t believe you are getting the picture. 
Many times while they were discussing this thing, I would lock my 
door, so they wouldn’t come in there while I was trying to vote. 

Senator Ervin. I am a man of average intelligence, but I think I 
am getting the picture. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I was trying to tend to my office, and actually 
I was snowed under, trying to tend to Ermon’s business, if you under- 
stand what I was talking about. I was pretty well loaded at that 
time. 

Senator Ervrn. You are stating here solemnly upon your oath that 
these men were not sent down there at the expense of your local union 
with the idea that they should vote for Craddock. Is that what you 
are saying ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. That is not what Iam saying. I believe you 
said that. 

Senator Ervin. What do you say about that? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrx. About what ? 

Senator Ervin. About whether the purpose of sending these men 
down there to Baton Rouge at the expense of your local was so that 
they could vote in the election of 798 for Craddock, for business man- 
ager of 798? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I am saying that I had no part in it, in that 
part of it. 

Senator Ervin. Read him that question again. 

(The question was read by the reporter.) 

Senator Ervin. That isa very simple question. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Well, I am afraid I can’t answer that. You 
asked about the purpose of the whole local—— 

Senator Ervin. Wait a minute. You are stating under your oath 
that although you actu: lly cleared these 40-odd men 1 and although you 
paid the bus out of union funds, the expense of this trip, that you 
don’t have any knowledge as to why they went down there? 
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Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

Senator Ervin. All right. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. They went down there to vote. 

Senator Ervin. And for Craddock, didn’t they ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Not necessarily. 

Senator Ervin. Didn’t you think they were going there to vote for 
Craddock ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I think the ones I discussed it with were; yes, 

Senator Ervin. You had no reason to think that any of the others 
were going to do anything else. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I had no reason to think what they were going 
to do, because I hadn’t discussed it with all of them. I think there 
were possibly some relatives going down there for some people on the 
ballot. 

The Cuatrman. What? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Some of the relatives. Some of the other 
officers on the ballot at that time, they had some relatives in our local 
union. 

The CuarrmMan. You are not saying you would arrange for these 
folks to go down there without knowing or expecting to know how 
they were going to vote, do you ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. That I was what? 

The CuHatrMan. You didn’t arrange for these folks to go down 
there without having some idea about for whom they were going to 
vote ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I had an idea. But he said I knew, and I 
don’t. 

Senator Ervin. I asked you several times if the purpose of sending 
them down there was not so that they could vote for Craddock. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. There were other people on the ballot besides 
Craddock. 

Senator Ervin. You don’t answer questions, Mr. Griffin. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I am trying to make myself clear. 

The Cuarrman. You are making the record here. I want to warn 
you. Youare making a record. These questions, most anybody knows 
what they mean. 

Did you have them go down there and know they were going down 
there and was it your idea that they were going down there to vote 
for Craddock? Is that what you thought at the time and understood 
at the time? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrrn. There was a big ballot up, and Craddock 
wasn’t the only friend that people going down there were to vote for. 

The CuarrMan. You still don’t answer the question. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I will answer “No,” then, to that question. 

Senator Ervin. I will ask you if you didn’t know when you granted 
these clearances, signed them, and when you—and when the trip was 
planned and when you paid the expenses of the trip, if you didn’t 
know that the purpose of sending these men down there was so that 
they would vote for Craddock as business agent of 798, if that wasn’t 
the purpose? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. Not all of it; no, sir. 

Senator Ervin. It was asubstantial part. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It was part of it; yes, sir. I can’t say which 
was a substantial part. 
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Senator Ervin. Every man that went on that trip at the expense 
of your local union that you had discussed it with had assured you 
expressly or impliedly that he would vote for Craddock, isn’t that 
so? That isasimple question. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I can’t answer that because 

Senator Ervin. Read him the question and have him tell me why 
he can’t answer that question. 

(The question was read by the reporter. ) 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. There was another officer in that race also 
that I would like to explain. 

Senator Ervin. Answer that question first, Mr. Griffin. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I can’t answer it. 

Senator Ervin. You are swearing upon oath that you can’t answer 
that question ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir; I can’t. 

Senator Ervin. I will put it another way to you and see if you can 
answer it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Can I make a statement for the record ? 

The CuatrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I will make it this way: that every man I 
talked to I hoped would vote for Craddock. 

Senator Ervin. Let’s put it further. Every man you talked to pro- 
duced the impression in your mind that his purpose in going down 
there would be to vote for Craddock. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I suppose so. 

Senator Ervin. You could have answered that. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Could I explain? 

Senator Ervin. Let me ask you one more. 

There wasn’t a single man that went down there that told you be- 
forehand that he was not going to vote for Craddock but was going 
to vote for his opponent ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Not that I remember. 

Senator Ervin. All right. 

The CratrMan. Go ahead and explain. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. We have had quite a few members of 798 
even prior to that who resided in south Arkansas. I imagine they 
have as many people who regularly follow the pipeline industry who 
reside in south Arkansas as we have who regularly follow the pipe- 
line industry. 

It just so happened that a brother to one of our members was also 
a member of 798, and he was also on that ballot. The way you were 
phrasing the question and I tried to explain to you, but you wouldn't 
give me a chance to a minute ago, was he was also mentioned quite 
frequently. 

Senator Ervin. What was he running for? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Executive board. 

Senator Ervin. There wasn’t any opposition to that, was there ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir; there was quite a string of executive 
board members on that ballot, and quite a few races besides Jim 
Craddock that people were pro and con for. 

Mr. Durry. You were trying to influence concerning that particular 
man, too, were you not ? 
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Mr. Ermon Grirrin. He is my friend; I will admit that. 

Mr. Durry. It doesn’t make too much difference who you were 
influencing if you were trying to use your influence. 

The CHAIRMAN. Maybe we ‘didn’t make this broad enough. 

Senator Ervin. Maybe they wanted to elect all the officers. 

The Cuamrman. Maybe we didn’t cover the rest of them. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. We also have other friends in the pipeline 
industry. 

The Cuarmman. You had a slate, then, and it wasn’t just Craddock, 
You wanted to elect the slate; is that right ? 

Mr. Gentry. I think so. 

The Cuatrman. Ithinkso. Isthat correct? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. The only two I was acquainted with 
was Craddock and Troy Burson. 

The Cuarrman. Do you know if they prepared a ticket and gave 
it to them, a sample ballot to show who to vote for? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. No, sir. I don’t recall seeing the ticket until 
after the election. I believe I did see one after the election sometime, 
when one of the boys brought one back. 

The CuatrmMan. Showing how they handled the matter? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. T hey brought me a sample ballot. 

The Cuatrman. Is there anything else at this time? 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. I have one or two questions. 

Mr. Griffin, you were financial secretary since 1955 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterRMAN. At that time, how much was in the union accounts, 
all three accounts? Did you have more than three accounts? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I would have to look at the records to say. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Just roughly what is your estimate ? 

The Cratrman. You do have three separate accounts for your 
union: is that right? 

Mr. Ermon GRIFFIN. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. The general fund—— 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. The organizing fund and building fund. 

Mr. ApterMan. How much money did you have when you took over 
office ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. We had approximately, I believe, $80,000 in 
the building fund, $80,000 or $90,000. I am not sure. 

Mr. ApterMan. How much did you have in the other funds? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. I don’t recall exactly. It would be in excess 
of $50,000 in both funds. 

The Caiman. It may expedite things if you have those figures 
to give them to him. 

Mr. Munpre. As of June 30, 1955, they had $149,166.47 in all funds. 

The Cnatrman. In all three funds? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes, sir. 

The Crarrman. He might not remember that. For your informa- 
tion, would that be correct ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. \ptErMAN. What is your present balance? 

The CuarrmMan. In the three funds? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtin. I imagine the cash balance is less than—around 
$10,000 or less. I don’t know exactly. 

The Cuarrman. In all three funds? 
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Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Is it nearer $4,000 than $10,000? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I don’t recall. I was just saying it wasn’t 
over $10,000. That is what I was trying to say. 

Mr. ApterRMAN. Do you think it might be nearer $4,000 than 
$10,000? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. It might be. You probably have more—— 

Mr. ApLERMAN. You are financial secretary. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Well, I read the financial reports myself on 
occasion. 

Mr. Durry. Don’t you know how much money you have in the bank 
right now 2 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. No, sir. 

The CHairMAN. He says $10,000. 

Mr. Durry. We think it is close to $4,000 and that is pretty close to 
bankruptcy, Senator. 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I thought there was that much in the building 
fund, but I am not sure. 

Mr. ApterMAN. During your time in office, what was the major 
expense made by the union ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. The major one, I guess, was for the building. 

Mr. ApterMAN. How much was that ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. The building, itself, was $65,000, I believe. 
Of course, we had some extensive remodeling to do. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. How many members do you have in your union ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Around 700. 

Mr. ApteERMAN. What is your annual income from dues and assess- 
ments and so forth ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I would have to read one of those audit reports 
to give it to you. 

Mr. ApteRMAN. Do you have those figures? 

Mr. Munpte. I have the income for the year. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Give it to us for 1955. 

Mr. Munorte. In 1955 their income was $47,995.07; in 1956, 
$52,478.71; 1957, $208,038.51; and in 1958, $37,776.54. 

Mr. ApteRMAN. Did you have any other major expense outside 
the $65,000 ? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. Well, for the airplane. 

Mr. ApterMAN. How much did you spend for that? That is, for 
the two planes together, with the installation of equipment? Would 
it be in the neighborhood of $71,000? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtin. I am guessing between $70,000 and $100,000. 
That is an estimate. 

Mr. ApterMAN. The minimum, would you say, would be $71,880? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrin. I would say around that. 

Mr. ApterMANn. At the present time you say your balance is under 
$10,000? 

Mr. Ermon Grirrtn. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Is there anything further? 

We will have to recess and come back this afternoon. We will re- 
convene at 3 o’clock. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of recess: Senators 


McClellan and Ervin.) 
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(Whereupon, at 1:35 p.m. the subcommittee recessed, to reconvene 
at 3 p.m. the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


The permanent subcommittee reconvened at 3:20 p.m., Senator 
John L. McClellan (chairman of the permanent subcommittee) 
presiding. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of reconvening: 
Senators McClellan and Ervin.) 

The CuarrMan. The subcommittee will be in order. 

Be sworn, please. 

You do solemnly swear the evidence you shall give before this 
Senate Subcommittee on Investigations shall be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrin. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF EARL GRIFFIN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
TOM GENTRY 


The Cuatrman. Mr. Griffin, state your name, your place of resi- 
dence, and your business or occupation. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Earl Griffin, 940 Jefferson Street, El Dorado, 
Ark. My present title is general organizer for the United Association, 

The Cuatrman. Do you presently have any official connection with 
local 706 at El Dorado other than as an international organizer? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. I was given a leave of absence from all other 
offices and responsibilities when I accepted the appointment as general 
organizer. 

I beg your pardon. I am a trustee of the building. 

The Cuarrman. The building fund ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. The building and building fund. 

The Cuatrman. I suppose that is still your parent local, that you 
are a member of. 

Mr. Ear Grirrtn. Yes. 

The CuarrmMan. But what I was trying to determine is since you 
have become an international organizer, are you still an officer in 
your local ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtin. As a trustee administering with other commit- 
tee members the funds and the upkeep of the building, and on a leave 
of absence from all other offices. 

The Cuarrman. You did hold other offices in this local at the time 
you became an international organizer ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That is right. 

The CuarrmMan. What offices were they and what offices are they 
now that you have a leave of absence from ? 





Mr. Eart Grirrin. I was secretary-treasurer—financial secretary- 
treasurer and business manager. 

The CuatrmMan. The same position now held by your brother? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. When did you become an international organizer? 


Mr. Eart Grirrin. The early part of 1955. 
Mr. Dourry. May. 
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Mr. Eart Grirrin. Was it in May? I know it was the early part. 
May 1955. 

The Cuarrman. How long had you been a member of local 706 ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. 1942 through 1955. 

The CHarrMan. Had you been an official in that union all that 
time ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir. I was elected prior to the cessation of 
hostilities in 1945, in June 1945. 

The CuHatrMan. Prior to that time you were just a member? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Just a member. 

The CuHatrrMan. When were you last elected to office in that union ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I stand to be corrected, but I am reasonably 
positive in June 1951. 

The Cuatrman. Do you have any regular elections, annual or any 
regular stated elections in this local ? 

Mr. Eart Grirri. They have had elections since I left there and 
they have elections periodically ; yes. 

The Cuarrman. When was the last election held ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. Senator McClellan, having not been affiliated 
with the local regularly, I could not tell you. The minutes will bear 
record, I am sure. 

The Cnamrman. Does your constitution and bylaws of that local 
state any particular time at which elections must be held ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Elections are to be held on the last meeting 
nights in June and the last meeting nights in December. 

The CrarrmMan. Each year? 

Mr. Eart Grirrix. The United Association constitution allows 
local unions to have the prerogative of—I believe it states not less 
than 2 years. 

The Cuatrman. Has that local had an election within the last 2 
years ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Do you mean for any of the offices, Senator ? 

The Cuarrman. Any regular election where the regular officers are 
elected. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I could not tell you directly. I think their last 
election was in 1958, but I can be wrong. 

Mr. Durry. Senator, I think we had some testimony that it was 
1956 this morning. 

The Cnatrman, I know. 

What official position did you hold with this union in the years 
1951, 1952, 1953, and 1954? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. I was financial secretary-treasurer and business 
manager. 

The Cuatrman. Were those one and the same office or all in one 
oflice or were they two separate offices at that time? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Well, financial secretary-treasurer has to do 
with the record keeping and business manager has to do with repre- 
senting the local union. 

The Cyaan. I understand. I will ask you about the duties of 
each ina moment. But were they one office at the time or were you 
holding two offices? 

Mr. Farr GrirFIn. They were combined, as I recall, in the local 
union’s bylaws. 
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The Cramrman. When? Before that time or afterward ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Before that time. I had held that office, I think, 
Senator, from 1947. However, the minutes—we will stand on the 
records of the local union. 

The Cuarrman. I was just trying to find out what your duties were 
back at that time and whether it was only one office or not. Ag JT 
recall, your brother testified here this morning that they were first, 
when he succeeded you, two separate offices, and shortly thereafter 
they were consolidated in 1956. 

Mr. Kart Grirrtx. We both are correct, Senator. If I may explain 
to you, prior to my leaving the offices the bylaws were changed to 
combine the offices of secretary-treasurer and business manager. Upon 
the local union encouraging me and voting that I take a leave of 
absence to serve the international union, after doing that, or at that 
particular meeting, my responsibilities were divided into two offices, 
The financial secretary-treasurer’s office was given to one individual 
and the business manager’s office was given to Mr. Swales, deceased. 

The Cuarrman. When you went to—— 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. When I went to work on the road for the inter- 
national. That is why I was confused. 

The Cnatrman. Prior to your going to the international, they were 
one and the same office ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Thereafter, when you left, they were divided into 
two separate offices ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And then again later they were combined ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. Possibly. I am reasonably sure they were. 

The Cuatrman. I was not trying to confuse anyone. I was trying 
to get the record straight. So duri ing the years 1951, 1952, 1953, and 
1954, you were the financial agent and the financial secretary-treas- 
urer, is that correct ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That is right. 

The CuHarrman. I said financial agent. Business agent, I should 
say. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. What were your duties in that capacity, or in 
those capacities as business agent and financial secretary-treasurer? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Well, Senator, it would be difficult to evaluate 
and tell you everything, but generally as financial secretary-treasurer 
I was bonded and responsible for the finances of the local union. 

The CuarrMan. You were bonded ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Always, since I have been in office. 

The CuarrmMan. What was the amount of your bond? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. Senator, I could not tell you, but it was up to 
the finance committee to establish bond, and I recall insisting on it 
being raised as our revenues were increased. 

The CuHarrmMan. What was the amount of that bond? Can you tell 
us, in 1952? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I will stand on the record. I don’t know. 

The Cuatrman. Do we have that information? 

Mr. Durry. We don’t have, sir. 

Mr. Earu Grirrtin. I can give you the gentleman’s name, his com- 
pany who bonded us. 
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The Cuatrman. I don’t think it is all-important, the amount, but 
I assume you were bonded, 

As financial secretary and treasurer, was it or was it not your duty 
to receive all revenues for the local, all dues, assessments, and other 
income for the local, and have custody of it and make an accounting 
of it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. It was my responsiblity, Senator, to be account- 
able for it. I never practiced receiving it. I had employees who 
received the money and deposited the money. 

The CuarrMan. That is like saying a banker is not responsible for 
the bank. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I said I was responsible for it. 

The CuarrMan. You were. You occupied the position of financial 
secretary-treasurer and, therefore, were responsible. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I readily admitted I was responsible for it. 

The CHAIRMAN. So any moneys that came into the treasury or that 
should have come into the treasury that came into your possession, 
vou are responsible for ? 
~ Mr. Eart Grirrrn. Surely. 

The CHairMaAn. Or you were responsible for. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. During those years while you had that responsi- 
bility as financial secretary-treasurer and also as business manager, 
there was constructed, I believe, at Pine Bluff what is known as the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal, is that correct ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. There was an addition to the arsenal; yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. In other words, it was a construction project in 
which the Federal Government was interested. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. A major construction project. 

The Cuatrman. That work, insofar as your craft, the craft of your 
union, was placed under the jurisdiction of local 706; was it not? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir, 

The CHamrman. Was there some kind of an agreement entered into 
between your local, by you as business agent of the local, or represent- 
ing local 706, and local 665 and local 155, whereby you were to super- 
vise, or your local was to have the responsibility for managing the 
union affairs on this project, collecting the assessments and making 
distribution of those funds after the collections were made? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t want to be evasive, Senator. Without 
hearing the question reread, I would normally say “Yes.” 

The Cuarrman. I will ask you this way: I am not trying to con- 
fuse you by a long question, but trying to expedite this if I can, but 
were there some agreements entered into between your local, you rep- 
resenting it, and these other two locals, with respect to the supervision 
and handling of the affairs of the union on this project? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. My answer is “Yes,” Senator. 

The Cuatrman. I hand you here a photostatic copy of an agree- 
ment that has been made exhibit 1 to these proceedings and ask you to 
examine it and see if you identify that as a photostatic copy of the 
agreement to which we have referred. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. This is the agreement. 


The Cuatrman. You identify that as a photostatic copy of the 
agreement ? 
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Mr. Ear Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. What part of this agreement was ever carried out? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Well, Senator, to begin with I think the agree- 
ment in its entirety was carried out. 

The Cuarrman. How did you account to the other locals for their 
share of the money ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtin. Periodically we would call meetings in El 
Dorado and the officers of the local union would attend. It is pos- 
sible that we had one meeting somewhere else. I don’t recall that far 
back, Senator. 

The CHatrman. How did you make settlement with the other 
unions ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t have our minute books with us, but 
the intent of the entire agreement was put into force and effect un- 
til we were advised—I think I was the last to learn—that the gen- 
eral president, according to his constitutional powers, would not al- 
low us to have such an agreement. 

The CHarrman. When did you learn that? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I could not be specific. It was during the con- 
struction program, Senator. 

The CHatrmMan. Was that a result of some telegrams that were 
sent out by Mr. Ryan, Jerry V. Ryan? 

Mr. Eart Grirrry. I could not be specific, Senator. I think the 
minutes of our State pipe trades convention, though, will substantiate 
it, and maybe you have other evidence, I don’t know, that we were 
advised to cease operating under the agr sae as it was written be- 
tween us. And that local 706 would not be allowed or obligated to 
divide the revenue from the job any more than the other local unions 
would be allowed to absorb any loss, such a loss occurring during the 
construction program. 

The Cuarrman. Did you receive such a telegram as that? Are you 
saying you did? 

Mr. Hart Grirrrx. Senator McClellan, I could not frankly state 
that I received a telegram. I have not one in my possession. 

The CuHatrman. What authority, what source, and what direction 
did you get instructions from that you could not carry out this 
agreement with respect to dividing the funds with these other lo- 
cals? That is a new angle, I will say that to you. I haven’t heard 
that before. If it is a fact, I want to develop it because I think it 
would be very important in this record. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, I am having to speak entirely from 
memory, not knowing what questions you ‘would ask. As I recall 
the developing of this construction program there, there was a period 
of unity of thought and action and a complete spirit of cooperation. 
I could not tell you how long afterwards, but at some time before 
the program reached its peak ‘the international representative of the 
area advised all three business agents, and I am quite confident— 
I would not testify without reading the record—that at a State pipe 
trades convention, and that is where all plumbers and steamfitters’ 
unions are assembled in convention, it was explained why, and we 
were given to understand the international’s ruling. Being bound 
by the constitut ion, we have no alternative. 

The Crarrman. According to this agreement you were to set up 
what is known as a joint venture account, is that correct ? 
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Mr. Ear Grirrin, I did that, without being advised by the other 
locals. 

The CuarrMan. I understand. But according to this agreement 
you were to set up such an account ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin, Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. What was to be placed into that account ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Revenue from the Pine Bluff Arsenal project. 

The CHAIRMAN. What kind of revenue, what source of revenue? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Any revenue received from that particular proj- 
ect, Senator. 

The Carman. You would not receive revenue from a project as 
such. You received it from people, didn’t you 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Well, you receive it for services rendered there 
on the project, yes. 

The Cuarrman. Did the union get paid as a union for services 
rendered by the union on the project ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No. Your membership 

The CuairMan. You get pay from the members or from people who 
worked. 

Mr. Eart GrirFin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuatrman. That is what you mean. 

Well, what kind of pay? Was it dues? How did you identify or 
describe or name the revenues that you were to receive and place in this 
joint venture account ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. In our local union it is classified as “assess- 
ments,” and then there are special assessments under the assessment. 

The CHarrMan. This was money that was to be received over and 
above and beyond the normal and regular dues paid by the members 
of your local and of the other two locals? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. That was the original agreement. 

The CuarrMan. What additional assessments did you charge or 
make on those who worked there above and aside from their regular 
union dues / 

Mr, Eart Grirrin. What additional assessments did we charge or 
make on those who worked there ? 

The CHarrMAN, Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. We did not charge or make assessments, Sen- 
ator, on anyone other than dues and assessments to our members. 

The CuatrMan. You say you made no other charge ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir. If I understand your question ac- 
curately, Senator, we did not. 

The Cuairman. Did you collect, then, from them any other sums 
or moneys besides their regular dues? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. You have reference, Senator, I suppose to mem- 
bers other than our local union members. 

The CHairman. I am talking about everybody who worked there. 

Mr. Eart Grrrrtx. Well, there appeared in the office, to begin with, 
receipts from members other than our organization, and, of course, 
there was considerable interest concerning that by my office because 
our history had been not to charge, as was the custom, outside 
members. 

The Cuatrman. It was what not to charge outside members? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Not to charge outside members our standard 
membership assessment. This job was, of course, as you know, a 
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highly secretive operation. We hoped not to create a situation that 
would backfire in our faces. There were no charges, as such, estab- 
lished; however, I heard rumors. Outside of seeing some come in, 
some receipts come in from members; I immediately advised the 
authorities of the job to establish a meeting. We got the park, a big 
pavilion up at Pine Park, which was the ‘largest ‘building we could 
acquire. Wehada meeting there and this was after the job had taken 
momentum and rumors were beginning to fly. 

The security forces were present in the meeting. I had gone to 
them and asked how prevalent this stuff was. In the meeting y don’t 
say there were 1,000 members there, I don’t know that I could, but I 
will say as many as could stack in side by side or back to back or face 
to face were in the meeting. 

I advised the meeting that we had a boom on our hands, impossible 
to supervise it accurately, but there was one thing that was disturbing 
me and disturbing me plenty, and that was that some felt that they 
had to pay an assessment on that job to get top positions or to retain 
their ‘oka Senator. Iam sure that the security group would bear this 
record out or I would not be telling you. 

I asked the men present then that if any of them had been told that 
to please give me the names of the persons who were making such 
remarks, and that I would assure them that any moneys they had paid 
in would be refunded, and that it appeared from the surface that they 
could see their position within the law, that they would have to be, of 
necessity, somewhere along the last of those laid off because of the cir- 
cumstantial evidence that would be against our union. 

The Cuatrman. Are you stating now that you did not initiate this 
assessment ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I, personally? No, siree. 

The CuarrMan. Are you telling us that these members from these 
other locals voluntarily shoved this money at you ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, I am trying to tell you the facts as they 
actually developed. 

The Cuarrman. Either somebody induced them to pay it, you estab- 
lished the program to pay it, as this indicates here, or they just vol- 
untarialy gave you the money. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. This program that we used at Pine Bluff, Sen- 
ator, if you will review the minutes, was established by our member- 
ship, because generally our members worked until after 4 o’clock or 
after office hours, and on Saturday, their day off, if they have a day 
off, they will line up, as some people do at the banks, and it is physi- 

cally impossible to maintain vasa and hire the help. 

The CuamrMan. Were you able to maintain records of dues? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. We maintain a perfect record of 
assessments, too, sir. 

The CuHatrman. You do? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. And those members who approach—it 
was their idea, and we went into the same thing I am trying to with 
you, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You are making a record here. The testimony is 
that you required them to do it, they got instructions to do it, and they 
sent out delinquent lists to collect from them. If you want to refute 
that record, you are doing and doing it under oath. 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. Senator, I appreciate your courtesy. 
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The CHarrMANn. I am being courteous, but at the same time I am 
trying to point out to you that this testimony you are giving is abso- 
jutely in diametrical conflict with other testimony before us. I don’t 
know who is telling the truth at the moment. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I won’t deny anything I have said, Senator, to 
this point. 

The Cuarrman. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. If we understand one another. 

The CuarrmMan. Proceed. We will get to understand. We are 
going to get the issues. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am not trying to perjure anyone. I am merely 
stating that prior to the Pine Bluff job, it was foreseen that our mem- 
bers could not possibly come into the union hall and pay their dues 
and assessments on a Saturday. 

The CHarrMan. Were they assessments # 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. So they requested a group of us or a committee 
to sit down, it could have been the executive board, or me and two or 
three other officers, or someone else, and we sat down and went over 
a number of other local unions’ methods of having a card and punch- 
ing a hole in it and that card being destroyed. I don’t recall how many 
propositions were made, but we came up with the one we used. 

The CuarrMAN. What was that method ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. We came up with this one, and I say “we” be- 
cause it was put to the floor to explain the fallacies of it. This one has 
come loose, but generally here is what we will do. We will take Earl 
Griffin 

The CuarrmMan. To help make the record, and the record cannot get 
this unless we talk about it as you go along. You have produced here 
what appears to be and is an envelope with a form of a receipt on it, 
showing name, date, assessment, building fund, organization fund, 
and other, and then a place to be signed, and also a space for things 
tobe added. That is correct, is it not 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir; Senator. 

The CuarrmMan. And you have also presented with it another slip 
that has a carbon back to it that is identical in printing and so forth 
with the envelope, is that correct, the cover on the envelope / 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, if these were not 10 years old, this was 
well stuck together. 

The Cuarrman. That is what T am trying to show. I am trying to 
help make the record so that it will show that. We can see it, you and 
me here now, but the record can’t see it unless we explain how it is. So 
this other slip that you have with the carbon back to it is identical, is 
itnot, with the form printed on the envelope ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Identical, yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Thus, when you lay this slip, or when it was at- 
tached to the envelope, and you wrote on this slip, it made the same 
imprint on the envelope and, thus, the envelope became a duplicate of 
the original receipt. Is that correct? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Exactly. 

The Cuarrman. That is the way it was handled ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Exactly, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Now, you may go ahead. I was trying to make the 
record so that anyone could understand it. 
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Mr. Eart Grirrin. Our men accepted this procedure because they 
were expecting to work overtime probably 6 and 7 days a week. 

The Peaiaieas: This envelope presented by the witness and the 
cover for it or the receipt on top of it, the slip, may be made exhibit 
No. 31. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 31” for ref. 
erence and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I think the minutes of our local union meetings, 
not at one time but at several, will bear me out, that you gents are 
placing me in a most suse eptible position of criticism. 

The Cuarrman. Most what ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Susceptible position for criticism. However, 
the action of the members are regular union meeting—— ; 

The CHarrmMan. We will get to that. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. It was their action. And this is the method that 
weused. I don’t know if they still door not. But this is the procedure, 

The Cuarrman. We are talking now just about the Pine Bluff 
project. 

This is the method used, the envelope and the cover on it, which 
became an original receipt, is that correct ? 

Mr. Eart Grierrn. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. In other words, when the payment was made by 
the worker, whoever received it wrote on this receipt and, thus, what 
he wrote there became a copy and a record on the env elope ? d 

Mr. Earu GrirFin. Yes, sir. 

If I remember co: ‘rectly, it was agreed, let’s say by us all in meet- 
ings, that it would be best for the foremen who hi ad a list of our mem- 
bers s employed to be responsible to collect this before work hours, dur- 
ing the noon hour, or after work hours as they were riding home or 
walking to or from the projects. It is possible, I think I am correet, 
Senator, that it was also agreed that they, in turn, would deliver it to 
their general foreman w ho would be responsible for bringing it to the 
office. 

The CHamman. Who was authorized and directed to make the 
collections? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No one was directed to make the collections, I 
am sure, but any foreman, and as far as that is concerned any mem- 
ber could—do you mean to gather up the receipts that had been paid 
up and bring them into the office? Is that your question ? 

The Cuarrman. Whose duty was it to see that the men made the 
payments ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. Senator, you misled me. The men were not—— 

The CuarrmMan. I don’t mislead you on the basis of evidence here. 
T am predicating this on what has been testified to. 

Mr. Eart Grirrrx. The men had the opportunity, Senator, of pay- 
ing in the office, or on the job. They did not have to pay on the job. 
This was an accommodation to our members who were residing away 
from El Dorado and not returning periodically or regularly, as a 
service to those members. 

The Cramman. You are talking about as to your members, the 
members of your local ? 

Mr. Eari Grirrin. Surely. 
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Senator Ervin. What he is asking for is who did you authorize to 
collect them for accommodation or any other purpose? Who was 
authorized to accommodate them in that way ? 

The CuairMAN. You don’t mean to just any member, just in the 
rank and file, to go out and make these collections? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. Any member who would sign his name down 
here would give this to the fellow who paid him, Senator McClellan, 
and when he presented this at the window he got credit for it, and 
whoever signed it for our member, we would hold him responsible for 
that money. 

The CHarrMAN. For the money that is supposed to be in the 
envelope ‘ 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. That he signed for; yes, sir. 

The Cuairman. You did not have that slip in the envelope. You 
had the envelope. 

Mr. Ear, Grirrin. I said we would hold the man who signed this 
slip, who would give it to the recipient, responsible. 

The CHamrMaANn. This slip was supposed to be given to the man who 

aid the money, the top one. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Right, surely. 

The CuarkmMan. Well, was that practice carried out? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. It is mpeossible, Senator, for me io know. It 
was intended to be carried out. 

The Cuairman. Were contrary instructions given for it not to be 
rarried out 4 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. From me? No, sir, I never gave any instruc- 
tions not to proceed along those lines. 

The Cuamman. Did you instruct anybody not to give those re- 
ceipts to men who paid that assessment from other locals and outside 
of your locals ? 

Mr. Eart Grirvrin. Now we are beginiiiag to talk about other local 
union members, 

Mr. Gentry. He has been talking about them all the time, or trying. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I beg you p: ardon, Senator. 

The Cuamman. Mr. Counsel, if I ask a question that you think is 
not clear, help me make it clear. 

Mr. Gentry. The Senator is talking about all men working on the 
job, indiscriminately of whether the man was a member of local 706 
or not. 

The Cuatrman. If you think a question is not clear, Mr. Gentry, if 
you will advise me I will undertake to clarify it. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I thought we were speaking of our 706 members. 

The Cuamman. You say the testimony you have given up to now 
is with respect to members of local 706. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CramrMan. I understand local 706, from other testimony, but 
I will ask you—did your local union, by formal or official action, vote 
to levy this assessment on these members in addition to their dues? 

Mr. Eart Grtrrin. “These members” meaning— 

The CuarrmMan. Your members, members of your local. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. They voted to do that ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. Yes, sir. 
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The Cuatrman. And the amount was what? 

Mr. Eart Grirrim. $3.50 a week, $1 into the general fund, $1 into 
the organizing fund, $1.50 into the building fund. 

The Cuamman. Did your union have any authority or jurisdiction, 
or did it attempt to vote a levy of $3.50, a like levy of that $3.50, on 
the members of other unions or those Ww vho may have worked under 
a permit ? 

Mr. Eart Grivrin. My answer is “No.” But, Senator, when you 

say “permit” to me, it is distasteful. 

The Cuarrman. I know it is distasteful, but that is what they have 
been testifying here. We have had this all through heari ings. They 
do work under a permit. ’ 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. But that is the one thing we have tried so hard 
for years to guard against and educate our people, that they do not. 

The Cuarrman. What is a better name for it ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. Can we go off the record ? 

Senator Ervin. I think it ought to go on the record. 

The Cramman. If there is a better name, I am not trying to be 
facetious. We have had it in hearings and all the way through 
people being given a permit. 

Mr. Earn Grirrin, My interpretation of a permit is where a man 
comes up and buys something. 

The CHatrMan. If you don’t call it permit, what do you call it? 
Let’s move along. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I assist anyone who comes by the office to secure 

a jeb. If getting a job is permission to work, if it is demanded of 
me, then he has that. 

The Cuarrman. If denying him a job is not giving him permission 
to work, what do you call that? 

Mr. Earu Grirri. I have never known of a man being denied an 
opportunity to secure work or my opportunity to assist him of 
securing work. 

The Cuamman. That is not in keeping with some of the testimony. 
[ am not saying it is right or wrong. But you say it is not a permit. 
Here is a man that is not a member of the union, and you had some 
four or five hundred of them over there in El Dorado who were not 
members of your union, who were members of another union, who 
were out on strike, who got what they called a referral or offer there 
to work. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I will agree that they got a referral, Senator 
McClellan. 

The Cuamman. Did not they have to have your permission to work 
over there? 

Mr. Eartu Grirrtn. No, sir. 

The Cuamman. Could they work without your permission ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrry. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did any of them work without your permission? 

Mr. Eart Grireix. From El Dorado, I don’t know. But from all 
other cities, yes. 

The Cuatrman. Worked without your permission? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 
The Cuairman. And without making payment of this assessment? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am sure. 
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The CuatrMan. Can you give us the names of any who worked 
there without your permission ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Without my permission? 

The CuairMAN. Yes, sir, on this job in this craft. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I can’t hurriedly. 

The CuarrMAN. We will give you time to think. If you don’t think 
of them today, I will permit you to write a letter. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Let’s say I recall when we could not furnish 
people to the job and the company had permission to secure from 
wherever and whenever they could, Senator. 

The Cuairman. When you could not furnish them. 

Mr. Earu Grirrix. U ntil then they did not want to go to the ex- 
wernse. That expense had to be borne by us. We were obligated to 
comb the country. 

The Cuamman. Did any of those whom they hired pay this assess- 
ment ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am reasonably certain some might have, 
Senator. 

The CuatrmMan. This assessment on the others, other than your own 
members of local 706, how was it arrived at that they were to pay 
that ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. You call it assessment. Icallita contribution. 
I never turned down or demanded any contribution, Senator, in any 
amount. There were some who might have paid a dollar a month, 
some who might have paid $3.50 a month, and it might have been a 
dollar a year that some paid. 

The CHarRMAN. You have any receipts or any record anywhere like 
that to show where they only paid those amounts? Have you them 
anywhere at all ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. They were offered to your investigator in big 
boxes there inthe corner. Hesawthem. 

Mr. Durry. We talked about this this morning. Mr. Gentry and 
J went downstairs and saw a big box of envelopes with the names of 
the individuals on them with no indications as to where they belonged, 
whether they were permit pe ople, Local 665 or 706 or anywhere else, 
with the man who collected the n lone y at the bottom of the envelope. 
That was all. Mr. Gentry and I examined them together. 

The CuairmMan. Let’s see if you have any records here you want to 
submit, 

Mr. Gentry. There was one introduced this morning. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Here is one. I don’t know who the fellow is. 

The Cuargrman. Can you tell me wh: M this money was paid for? 

Mr. Fart Grirrry. This man is a member of 706? 

The Cuarrman. Where does that show ? 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. I know it is. 

The Cuarrman. You know it, but where does the record show it? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. Our records will reveal he is a member of 706, 
and we will substantiate that. 

The Cuatrman. That is during your local ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. During this date he was a member of 706. 
I don’t know who this fellow is. What is his name, C. L. Brown? 

The Cuatrman. Do any of these show what union they belong to? 
_ Mr. Earn Grirrrx. This one was not even signed. It just came 
Into the office. These are envelopes that came into the office. 
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The CuatrMan. Where do you identify these men as being mem- 
bers of your local, members of the Pine Bluff local or a member of any 
other local ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Many of the things, Senator, with hundreds of 
bookkeepers out there—for instance, here is the only one that I see here 
now [indicating]. Evidently this fellow was a member of local 665, 
He signs it and it has here local 665 on it. There are a lot of assump- 
tions. But generally speaking every man up here at the top is a 
member of 706. 

The Cuarrman. I believe that is 650. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. But our records, Senator, were set up along 
this—what is that, an S? 

The CuatrmMan. You said something about you did not like to cal] 
it an assessment. The cards you are presenting here have the word 
“assessment” written asthe first item. 

Mr. Fart Grirrix. That was for members’ use, Senator McClellan, 

The CiatrmMan. Did you use a different one for the others who 
were not members of vour local? Did you use some different form? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. No, sir. 

The CratrmMan. Would you care to have these submitted, these 
that you put out here, have them submitted as an exhibit so they can 
be examined ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. It is all right with me, yes. 

The Cuatrman. I am willing for you to submit a fair sample. If 
they are not, I would assume they are. 

Let this group of cards, some 15 or 20, be made exhibit 3 said 

cards, but they are actually envelopes such as have been exhibited be- 
fore, but these appear to be part of the records that were kept as the 
witness testified. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 32” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee.) 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Here is the item I referred to 

Mr. Gentry. Senator, if I might make a statement here, IT might 
clear this up. I think you are both talking about the same thing. 

The Cuatrrman. All right. 

Mr. Gentry. These envelopes that the money was collected in on 
the job were brought to the office by these various people in a man- 
ner as has been described, and when they got to the office, as the en- 
velopes will show, there was a red check on them, and the young lady 
in the office would take that envelope, and then she would make out a 

card for that particular individual, whose name was on there. When 

that red check was on, it was entered on this card, what was paid. 
The question of whether or not it was a voluntary contribution or an 
assessment has testimony on either hand. But there have been two 
statements made on two separate occasions where they had big meet- 
ings out there at Pine Bluff Arsenal, wherein Mr. Earl Griffin stated 
publicly to all of those people that it was not necessary for them to 
make these contributions, but if they did they would be gratefully re- 
ceived, because it took money to police the job, and if they w: anted to 
pay their own way it would be received. I think that is what Mr. 
Griffin attempted to state. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I would like to have the names of the cards with 
the numbers. It looks like this is stacked against me. 
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The CuarrMAN. You can have all of them, if you want to. 

Mrs. Watt, since he testified to those, will you photostat those cards 
and return the originals to Mr. Griffin? Just photostat them and let 
the photostatic copies be the exhibit. Return the others to Mr. 
Griffin. 

Mr. AptERMAN. Will you explain what this is? 

Mr. Gentry. That card is taken from the dues and other things 
that they have paid in and it should contain everything that was made 
as an assessment or a contribution. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Would this contain the assessments, too, these 
cards? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. That should contain all the moneys received in 
our office off of the job. 

Mr. Durry. Can we take one example, Mr. Nicks? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. May I explain to you that these were gathered 
up through search and studying of 1 or 2 and perhaps 20 at a time. 
Since I got here, I discovered I did not have the W, X, Y, and Z, 
and maybe the T’s. The girl said she would continue searching to get 
the other quantity of those cards. 

The CuatrMan. Al] right. 

Let me go a little further. You say, of course, it is not an assess- 
ment and that you made a public statement twice to the effect that 
they did not have to pay it and if anybody told them they had to, to 
come and see you. 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. And we were asking the security people to either 
report it to them or to me, Senator, either way. It did not matter to 
me. 

The Cuarrman. Let me ask you: If this was voluntary, why were 
delinquent lists prepared ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Senator, I don’t believe that you can find any- 
one that. says I knew that delinquent lists were prepared for anyone 
other than members of 706. It is possible. But I can testify that I 
don’t ever recall. There would be no reason for a delinquent list in 
our office. 

Now, there could be this type of list, Senator, if you will bear with 
me amoment. 

Mr. Durry. How about the $3.50 on Mr. Nicks’ card ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrix. This is $2.50 a week, what he evidently was 
paying her. The date paid on the card, at the top of the card, is 
shown, and the amount. He paid 2 weeks at $2.50 a week. We will 
run down some of his envelopes, I mean, to prove or to substantiate 
this against his statement, Mr. Duffy. 

The CratrmMan. Well, go on regarding the delinquent list. 

Mr. Fart Grirrrn. I know of no delinquent list being published. 

The Crairnman. Did you direct anyone to prepare a delinquent list 
for either your members or those who were not members of your local 
or for both or all? 

Mr. Fart Grirrry. It is possible, Senator, and most likely, that I 
allowed, without knowing about it, even—I wouldn’t deny that—that 
my secretary would prepare for the foremen or for the steward, or 
for men individually, their record in the office, because they are con- 
cerned when they are away from home for an extended length of time 
about their standing in the local union. 
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The CuatrmMAn. They are concerned about what? 

Mr. Eart Garirrin. Well, their voting privileges. If they went 
delinquent, you understand, a lot of them, like grocery bills, will stay 
right on the verge of delinquency. 

The Cuarrman. If a fellow failed to pay this $3.50 assessment and 
he was from another local, would that have anything to do with 
his standing ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. We would not even know about his standing in 
his local union, Senator. 

The CuarrMan. That is what I am asking about. On this $3.50 
assessment, did you prepare a delinquent list and did you instruct that 
any delinquent list be prepared and submitted to those who collected 
the assessment so that they would know who was behind and who 
was not? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. To my knowledge I don’t recall ever creating 
such a situation. 

The Cuatrman. Did you direct that that be done? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I would have to answer “No,” Senator, because 
I can’t recall ever having done it. 

The Cuarrman. Did you direct that those who contributed or paid 
the assessment outside of your local, those who were members of local 
155 and of 665, and others who worked there that may have paid the 
assessments, did you direct that they not be given receipts for their 
payment ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I think, Senator, I can furnish you a lot of 
receipts where members other than 706 got them. 

The CHarrmMan. Did you direct that they not be given receipts? 
Did you direct or instruct ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I instructed our people to only accept money 
from nonmembers of local 706 and to record that money in each 
instance on the receipt of a member of local 706, Senator. That was 
my orders. 

The Cuarmrman. Did the man who paid the money, who paid the 
assessment or contribution, whichever you want to call it, did he get 
a receipt if he was not a member of 706? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtx. Not in the majority of instances, Senator. 

The CuarrMan. Why ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. To me it is a simple question. Now it has 
turned out to be a misunderstood one. The constitution of the United 
Associations forbids collections exceeding $1 per month from members 
other than local 706 on the job. Competition was—— 

The Cnarrman. You say your international constitution forbids 
you taking an assessment of more than $14 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, of demanding an assessment of more than 
$1 on nonmembers of our local union, per month. 

The Cuaiman. That is your international constitution ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrtn. Yes, sir. All right, so there was there then and 
there is there now, and in all other areas now, competition for juris- 
diction of projects. 

The Cuarrman. You were given jurisdiction of this one? 

Mr. Fart Grurrtn. Yes, sir; but when you have a project of that 
kind, or the one at Joplin or the one in Paducah, or the one in Cali- 
fornia, you have people who are dedicated to go on that particular 
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project and, by any means whatsoever, create a situation wherein the 
coal union ‘who has jurisdiction will lose it to theirs and will have it 
upon the end of the job and hoping to retain it from there on. 

The CuarrMan. It is a kind of jungle warfare between unions? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Senator, there is competition between unions, 
let’s say. 

The CHamMan. You would not call it warfare ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I wouldn’t at this time call it warfare. 

The Cnamman. You have felt that way about it at times? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I felt at times, Senator, that I was doing all the 
work and somebody else receiving the benefit. 

The Crarrman. Is it for the reason that there might be competition 
that you did not give the receipts? 

Mr. Eart Grirrix. There would be a situation where I could be 
framed, and the general president told me that they had to pay, and 
here is a receipt for paying, and my orders were to receive no moneys 
that a man does not come up to you voluntarily and say “here,” as 
they do when we pass a petition for the March of Dimes, for any of the 
charities. They sign one sheet, Senator. They don’t even sign a 
sheet. They will give you the money and you have to ask their names 
and you will put it down. In this instane e I wanted a record of every 
dime put on the envelopes as a man’s receipt. 

The CHatrMan. You mean some man other than the man who 
paid it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I wanted a receipt issued for the amount re- 
ceived. 

The Cuatrman. But in the name of someone other than the man 
who paid it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I wanted the man’s name on there who paid . 
but I wanted a receipt issued only to the local 706 members only, s 
that a union couldn’t gather up one, two, or three hundred rec ate 
and say, “Here, our members are being issued receipts showing assess- 
ments they are paying.” But if they came up and paid if they didn’t 
have to—I wouldn't pay if I didn’t have to, unless I got a receipt. 

The Ciaran. Do you not know that everybody down there knew 
that they had to pay, and it was an assessment and not a voluntary 
contribution ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I guarantee, if your Senator will take a list of 
the names of people that I can give him, he can go into innumer- 
able 

The Cuamman. Did you give him such a list of names when he tried 
to interview you ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I didn’t know what you were seeking. 

The Cuamman. Did you not refuse to talk to the investigator to 
give him any statement about anything? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I have been interviewed by the investigator 
repeatedly but I was advised to save my statements ‘for the committee. 

The Cuamman. So do not blame us for not giving you any more in- 
formation. Wetried to talk to you. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I am not blaming anyone except the circum- 
stances that have developed 10 years after a job. 

The Cuamman. You said it wasn’t an assessment. Do you know 
why Jerry Ryan, general organizer of the international, would send 
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out telegrams such as these that have been identified and are now ex- 
hibit 8 in this proceeding ? 

(The documents were handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Senator, this is stating exactly what I told our 
people. 

The CuatrMan. That you had no right to collect it ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. That we were not collecting assessments. The 
only moneys we would take into the treasury of our local union was 
voluntary contributions. 

The CHarrman. Have you got anything in writing to show that, 
anything in your record any where in the world that it was a voluntary 
contribution ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I want to have the minutes of the regular meet- 
ings of our local union and the called meetings. 

The CuatrMan. Those minutes are not binding upon the members 
of other unions. That might apply to yours. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. But our constitution was, Senator, and every 
member had access to a constitution. 

The CHarrmMan. Well, you had access to one, too, that told you that 
you could not collect this. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, it told us we were not to assess them. 

The CuarrmMan. For over a dollar. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Not to assess them for over a dollar. It didn’t 
say we couldn’t take a voluntary contribution. 

The CHatrMan. Does not section 105 of your international consti- 
tution say the financial secretary shall keep a correct account of the 
financial standing of all members of the local union, receive and ac- 
count for all moneys received or disbursed by order of the local union? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I did that, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Did you keep an account of what you called these 
contributions or voluntar vy payments ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. I tried to. 

The Cuamman. Have you got a record of them now? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. I havea m: jority if not all. 

The Cratmman. What was the occasion for these wires being sent 
from Mr. Ryan? 

Mr. Fart Grirrry. May I make a correction, Senator? 

The CHARMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I have very few, if any, records of our members. 
TI have a record of all nonmembers of our local unions contribution 
that was received off of the job. 

The CnarrMan. You have a record of all of the nonmembers of your 
union that was received ? 

Mr. Earv Grirrrn. I hope it is all. We gathered up cards from all 
over our place down there after that storm. 

The Cnatrman. Do you have a record now of what part of these 
funds that you collected, voluntary contribution, assessments or what- 
ever they were, from members outside of your own local, where you 
made any disbursement of any of those funds or distribution of any 
of those funds to either local 155 or local 665 
Mr. Eart Grirrtn. Could he read that e k to me? 

The CHatrMan. Yes. 
(The question was read by the reporter.) 











LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 197 


Mr. Eart Grirrin. I do not have. The local union may have in 
its records. It did have in it, when I left there, canceled checks, 
audits, bank statements and bank deposits of every penny that went 
into and every penny that was withdrawn from the accounts, Senator. 

The CuHarrMan. Did you deposit into a separate account all of the 
assessment money or voluntary contributions, as you term it, that you 
received on this job of the $3.50 per week money ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin, From the beginning to a certain date I deposited 
every penny received off of the Pine Bluff Arsenal intact in the joint 
venture account, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. When was the joint venture account opened ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. The record will have to speak for itself, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Mundie, you have been previously sworn. Do 
you have a record of when the joint venture account was opened ? 

Mr. Munpie. I do. 

The Crainman. What date was it opened ? 

Mr. Munpie. The account was opened on August 7, 1951. 

The CuarrMan. Is that about when the job started ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I don’t know. We would have to get the dates 
of these telegrams, Senator, 

The CuHarrMan. These telegrams here that I presented to you are 
dated September 3, 1951. That is after the account was opened. 

Mr. Eart Grirrry. Senator, I couldn't possibly tell you when that 
job started. I have available to me, I am sure, records that will in- 
dicate the first men that went on the project because they were 
volunteers. 

The CHarrmMan. Let me ask you this way, then: After this joint 
venture account was opened on August 7, 1951, did you thereafter 
deposit in that account all of these $3.50 per week assessments or pay- 
ments that you received, to your local or to you individually, on this 
Pine Bluff Arsenal job? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. All of those, plus the $1 or the 50-cent ones or 
the $2.50 ones or any figure that might have come in. 

The Cuairman. In other words, all moneys that you received from 
people who worked on this job, except the regular dues of your mem- 
bers, went into this joint venture account ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That is right, Senator. 

The Cuairman. At this point I will ask you: Did that include the 
contributions you took up for charity ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrrn. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Those did not go into this fund, did they? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir. They were received differently from 
this, Senator. 

The Cratrman. I know, but they went into your general fund? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. No, sir. Some of them might have. Some of 
them might have been carried directly . the recipients by a committee. 

The CHareman. Well, at any rate they did not go into the joint 
venture fund ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrix. Senator, I am thinking ahead of myself. I 
don’t recall any that went into it. It would be poor business for me to 
have handled it that way. 

The CuatrmMan. I am just trying to establish 

Mr. Ear Grirrry. But to swear, I just know I wouldn't operate 
that way. I can’t believe that I would. 
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The Cuarrman. You would not believe that you would put it jn 
there and, therefore, this is the joint venture account. 

Mr. Mundie, have you examined this joint venture account from the 
standpoint of the bank’s records? 

Mr. Munore. I have. 

The Cuaiman. Have you found any disbursements of any of thege 
funds by check on that account to local 665 or to local 155, Little Rock 
and Pine Bluff? 

Mr. Munpie. No, sir. 

The CHarmMan. Were there any such disbursements of any of them 
to either of those locals ? 

Mr. Munvir. There were a few disbursements to the individual 
members that were participating, maybe, in the meeting or some- 
thing over there. 

Mr. Dove got $100. 

The CHatrMan. I am talking about to the treasury of those unions, 

Mr. Munpre. No, sir. 

The CHatrman. What disbursements you are speaking of may have 
been in the nature of expense items that would be taken care of? 

Mr. Munpre. That is correct. 

The Cuatrrman. Did anything go into the treasuries as a payment 
to either of these other local unions out of these assessments that 

came in? 

Mr. Munprr. No, Senator. 

The Cuairman. Did you make any disbursements of any of these 
funds you received to either of these other locals under the terms of 
this agreement that was entered into which has been made, I believe, 
exhibit 1? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir, Senator, I did not. 

The Crarrman. Were none due under the terms of that agreement? 

Mr. Hart Grirrin. The agreement, itself, was denied by the author- 
ities of our international union, not by me. 

The Cuatrman, If the agreement itself, was denied, you had no 
right to keep the money, did you? If you are saying that the agree- 
ment was denied, that it is invalid, then you would have no right to 
keep any of the money, would you ? 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. I have a right to keep all the money, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. The point [ am making is that you have an agree- 
ment here, and I understand from those others that signed this agree- 
ment that their union never got a dollar out of it. 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. They never did. 

The Cuamman. Did you not agree in this agreement that periodic 
audits of the finances of the joint venture will be made, and after 
expenses are deducted for operation of the office and supervision, the 
remaining moneys will be equally divided ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrry. That was the agreement, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Did youcarry it out ? 

Mr. K. ‘RL GrirFiIn. No, sir; not in that manner. 

The Crramman. Well, in the manner that you did not distribute any 
of the money to them, is that correct ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Senator, the members of their local unions paid 
their dues and assessments into their own local union. We did not 
collect any. It was originally intended that every one, all three of 
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our memberships, would pay into one fund, and that is where President 


Durkin broke down. 

The CHarrMAN. Do you mean that these fellows who worked down 
there—— ee ; 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Paid into their local union. 

The Cuarrman. Who paid you $3.50 a week in addition to their own 
local dues, had to pay another assessment to their own organization ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Senator, if you will pick up the sheets like I have 
furnished you for exhibits here, the envelopes and the receipts, you 
will see many of them, and I mean by ms: ny, if all of them had not 
been destroyed—they were retained for 6 or 7 years. 

The CuarrMan. I am asking you if they had to pay another one. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Here is ‘what happened. They paid in to their 
own local union and Pine Bluff, for instance, didn’t have a penny in 
their treasury and could not staff their office with journeymen. We 
had to make a special dispensation that apprentices could hold office. 
If your committee would go in and audit the books of Pine Bluff you 
can deter mine how many thous: ands of dollars was paid into the Pine 
Bluff local union in lieu of being paid into El Dorado. 

You can go into Hot Springs 

The CHamrman. What do 4 you mean, “in lieu of being paid into El 
Dorado” ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. You have been led to believe, Senator, that those 
members at Pine Bluff paid an equal amount of assessment to El 
Dorado that El Dorado members paid. 

The CuarrmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes. I know you have. 

The CHarrMan. That was in the testimony. You said, “led to be- 
lieve,” but that is sworn testimony all the way through. 

Mr. Eart Grirriy. There are individuals who refused to pay into 
their own local union and paid into El Dorado. 

The CuarrMan. You do not mean they would permit them to refuse 
to pay an assessment in their own union and let them pay it to you? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Senator McCellan, they had the alternative to 
pay. Let’s don’t get off of that, please, sir, until you are satisfied. 

The Crarrman. All right. Make your answer. Go ahead with 
your answer. 

Mr. Earv Grirrin. Pine Bluff had no jurisdiction. They had no 
local union. They had had no meetings from 1945 until 1950 or 1951. 
They had no treasury. There were those who joined the local union 
who transferred into the local union for one reason or another, who 
paid their dues plus an assessment into Pine Bluff, which salved their 
conscience that they were paying an equal pro rata share for policing 
and upkeep. There were those who joined Pine Bluff, who couldn't 
salve their feeling, and who by some reason that I cannot tell you, 
who wanted to begin or continue paying $3.50 into El Dorado. 

The CHarrman. Can you ascribe any sane reason why a fellow 
working down there would want to voluntarily give $3.50 a week to 
your union ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. I can tell you what they tell me. They will tell 
you openly today, some of them, that the expense of union promotion, 
union improvements, is being borne by this local union and we are 
making money. 
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The Cramman. Are you? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. | am talking about the individual saying, “We 
are making money. We feel we should pay into the local union who 
is incurring the expense, who is doing the supervising of the job.” It 
is not uncommon veneer you go to find 

The Cuarrman. It would be all right if it was a matter of bearing 
expenses. But here they are building up a tremendous fund at $3.50 
a week into a union they do not belong to. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. It is not unusual. 

The CuHarrMan. Does that make sense ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. It is not unusual. 

The Cuatrman. Let’s follow these funds a little further. 

How much actual expense was written out of these funds for the 
supervising of this job by the local, by local 706 ? 

Mr. Munpte. Some $10,000. 

The CrarrmMan. Get the exact amount and we will insert it into the 
record at this point. 

Mr. ApterMan. $10,421. 

Mr. Munpre. $10,421.22. 

The Cuatrman. How much was deposited into this joint venture 
account from the time it was opened until it was closed. 

Mr. Munpie. $103,951.78. 

The CuHatrman. How much? 

Mr. Munpte. $103,571,78. 

The Cuatrman. I have it hereas 531. 

Mr. Mounpir. 531. 1 beg your pardon. 

The Cuatrman. That is the total amount deposited in the joint 
venture account ? 

Mr. Munpie. Yes. 

The CuatrMAn. The total amount that was disbursed as general 
expenses during the life of the account was $10,421.22; is that correct? 

Mr. Meunpre. That is correct. 

The CuHatrman. What happened to the remainder of the money in 
that account when it was closed out? How was it closed out? 

Mr. Menptir. $39,303 was transferred to the building fund of local 
706. 

The CuatrMAN. Wait aminute. $39,303 ? 

Mr. Munpte. 903. 

The CHatrman. Let’s not have to go over this. $39,903 to the 
building fund. 

Mr. Munprr. $26,603.78 went into the organizing fund; $26,603.78 
went into the general fund. 

The Cuatrman. Of local 706? 

Mr. Munpre. Of local 106. 

The Cuatrman. Then the $10,000-plus for expenses, plus the three 
distributions to the building fund, the organizing fund, and the gen- 
eral account accounts for the whole $103,531.78 that went into the 
fund, the joint-venture fund ? 

Mr. Munpre. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. The point I am making, and if you think this is 
unreasonable you explain what is unreasonable about it, why would 
men contribute to build up a tremendous fund over there in local 706 
when they had their own union that you say was practically broke! 
Why would they do that voluntarily ? 
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Mr. Eart Grirrtn. It is quite simple. Because a majority of the 
people that cleared into the local union, Senator, were charter mem- 
bers to 706 or had transferred from 706 into Pine Bluff or Little Rock 
or Fort Smith or Hot Springs, and they had realized their wages were 
low, their work was gone, they had no work, they couldn‘t get a union 
job to develop in the area, and in all probability they continued to 
feel loyal to the local. 

The CuatrMAn. Let me ask you 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am assuming a lot of things, but that is what 
has been told to me not by one but by dozens and dozens of people, 
and I pass it on. 

The CuairMan. What did you have in mind when this contract 
was drawn up? That it would be an assessment against them or a 
voluntary contribution ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, when that contract was drawn up, it 
was drawn up in haste. As you see it, it was thrown in my lap be- 
cause they openly 

The CuairMAN. I do not see where it was thrown in your lap. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. But you haven’t seen a letter, and evidently I 
don’t know where it is, though I may have it with me, wherein they 
say they couldn’t do the work, they couldn’t man the job, they couldn’t 
get people to work there at their wage rates, and I don’t know what 
all. 

The Cuairman. Who is that letter from you are talking about? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. From the different business agents to our inter- 
national union. 

The Cuairman. That might be true. I do not know about that. 
We do not have it here. But here is a contract entered into. What 
did you have in mind the moneys that were going to come into your 
hands that you were going to account for and divide equally, what 
kind of moneys were they to be, voluntary payments or assessments ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. We had in mind, Senator McClellan, of assess- 
ing the members of the three local unions and following the practice 
of local 706 on migrant workers to assess the three local unions and 
put that money in one account and then split it at the end of the job. 
That was the intent and purpose of the agreement, as honorable as 
any man ever entered into one. 

The CHairman. That was exactly what was done, except dividing 
the money at the end of the job, is that not correct ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Senator McClellan, you still don’t get the point. 
If you will take the revenue that went into the treasury of not just 
Little Rock and Pine Bluff 

The CuatrmMan. That does not have anything to do with that. This 
agreement is talking about the money that you received in the joint 
venture account. 

Mr. Eart Grirrix. But when this agreement was broken 

The Cuatrman. Who broke it? 

Mr, Fart Grirrix. By mutual agreement that it should not be done 
by the directive of the general president, certainly not on the part of 
local 706 or any of its officers or members. 

The Cuatrman. Where is anything other than this telegram telling 
you you have no right to do it? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. Senator, the constitution 
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The Cuatrman. You talk about it being broken. Where is any- 
thing that broke it other than the telegram ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. The constitution of the United Association, Sen- 
ator, has not been changed, to my knowledge—it might have in a ‘word 
or two—section 2. That about governs everything that we as local 
unions do. 

The Cuairman. I have not time to read it, but did it prohibit your 
making such an agreement as this ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. It gives the general president authority to as- 
sign jurisdiction for the ‘current working day and no agreement or 
jurisdiction is for longer than the current working day. When that 
agreement was broken by the general president, every local union 
read it, knew it, approved it, accepted it. 

The Cuatrman. How was this broken by the general president? 
He is not a party to it. 

Senator Ervin. Can I ask a question ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, here is how it is broken by the general 
president. He dictates the interpretation of jurisdictional awards, 
and the contracts that shall prevail upon the job. The international 
union had been a party to persuading us to take this project and super- 
vise it. They would not become a “party of something that was not 
habitual or customary practice. 

The Cuarman. This section, as I glance at it, refers only to juris- 
diction. I do not see anything in there having to do with this assess- 
ment. The jurisdiction was conceded in this other document by the 
other two unions to your union. The jurisdiction was not in dispute 
in this agreement. 

I would like to have printed in the record at this point, so there will 
be no question about what the witness relies on, section 2 of the con- 
stitution, which he presents here, dated August 13-17, 1956, as amend- 
ed, at that time. Let that be printed. I do not think it refers to the 
question at issue here. 

(The section referred to is as follows :) 

Sec. 2. The jurisdiction of territory of the United Association embraces the 
United States and Canada, and its trade jurisdiction shall include all branches 
of the pipe fitting industry. In it alone is vested the power to establish Local 
Unions, and its mandates must be observed at all times and under all circum- 
stances. To the United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the 
Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the United States and Canada is re- 
served the right to decide all matters pertaining to trade and territorial juris- 
diction of its affiliated Local Unions, and no Local Union is conceded territorial 
jurisdiction other than the current working day in said territory, while to Local 
Unions is conceded the right to make necessary laws and agreements for local 
government which do not conflict with the laws of the United Association. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. The thing that does refer to the issue, though, 
is that it was understood by all parties concerned that this agreement 
was being consummated with approval of General President Martin P. 
Durkin. It was also understood by the general organizer of the dis- 
trict that we could do that. I don’t have the letter, though maybe you 
gentlemen do, where each local union wrote P resident Durkin their 
position in doing this job. 

The CHarrMan. Senator Ervin. 

Senator Ervin. As a matter of fact, the question arose before you 
started this project as to which union, which local, was going to have 
jurisdiction. 











LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 203 


Mr. Eart Grirrin. The question did arise, not by me, but by the 
other two locals. 

Senator Ervin. When was this agreement made with reference to 
that time? Was that made before or after Mr. Durkin made his ruling 
on jurisdiction ? ' 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. This agreement was made, to my knowledge, 
Senator Ervin, and I don’t have the records—I am positive this agree- 
ment was made before President Durkin ruled. I will have to stand 
on the record, if it corrects me. 

Senator Ervin. Before Mr. Durkin ruled about who had jurisdic- 
tion or on the other matter? In other words, on this question of juris- 
diction, Mr. Durkin ruled that 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. That we could not split our moneys on the job. 

Senator Ervin. He ruled, before he found out anything about that, 
that you would have jurisdiction ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir. All of this was made available to the 
general president for his scrutiny before any decisions were made, 
Senator. 

Senator Ervin. When was that made available to him? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I would have to trace it down, Senator, Ten 
years ago—I couldn’t remember. 

Senator Ervin. You unfortunately do not put any date on it. Can 

you tell what month ? 
' Mr. Eart Grirriy. I am sure the other business agents would agree 
it was made prior to the ruling from Washington on jurisdiction. I 
feel most confident they would. Here is the reason it would have to be, 
Senator, because he refers to it in his award. 

Senator Ervin. On February 21, 1951, you received a telegram from 
Martin P. Durkin, sent from Washington, D.C., to you at 940 North 
Jefferson Street, El] Dorado, Ark. : 


I wish to inform you that I have granted local union 706 jurisdiction over 
the Pine Bluff, Ark., Arsenal, located 15 miles north of Pine Bluff, Ark., as 
recommended by Gen. Gerald Ryan and as agreed to by Wade Chambless of 
local union 665 and Dave Dove of local 155— 
with the signature of Martin P. Durkin. 

What time was that undated agreement made with reference to the 
time of this telegram ? : 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am quite sure this was made prior to that, 
Senator, but. to be positive I cannot be. I would be willing to testify 
in my opinion it was. 

Senator Ervin. When did the work actually start ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. At Pine Bluff? 

Senator Ervin. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrix. You asked that awhile ago, Senator, and if I 
knew I would have answered, honestly. I know we have the date be- 
vause the Army was hit like that, and we had to pull men and handpick 
them. They didn’t have time to clear timber or dig a ditch or any- 
thing to put a temporary waterline in there. They gave us 4 days to 
put it in and we did it in 2 or 3 or something. 

Senator Ervin. Give us your best recollection of when the work 
started with reference to the time of this telegram of February 21, 
1951. 

Mr. Fart Grirrtn. It would be a total guess. 

62255—61 14 
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Senator Ervin. Can you guess within 6 monthsofit? _ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. If you will ask your question again, I will make 
an effort. 

Senator Ervin. This telegram sent by Durkin to you was sent on 
February 21, 1951. When did the work start with reference to the 
time you were informed by this telegram that local 706 had jurisdic- 
tion on the job? 

Mr. Munpie. The records of the Army audit show that the first man 
was on the job on March 10, 1951. Then it got up to April and they 
had three men. Between April and June 9 they didn’t have any men, 
and on June 9 they had eight. On June 16 they had 27. On June 23 
they had 27. 

The Cuarrman. That isall in 1951? 

Mr. Mounpre. Yes, sir. Then, according to that account, that was 
opened on August 6 and the first deposit made on August 7, 1951. 

The Cuamman. What is the amount of the first deposit ? 

Mr. Mounopte. $761.50. 

The Cuamman. You are taking these answers, you are getting your 
information for these answers, from documents that are already a part 
of this record. are you? 

Mr. Munprie. That is correct. 

The Cuarmrman. They have been made exhibits? 

Mr. Mounore. Exhibit 12. 

Senator Ervin. After this work started, this agreement contem- 
plated that members of the three locals would pay $3.50 a week, and 
that those payments would go into the joint venture ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. After the work started you think this agreement 
was reached ? 

Senator Ervin. You told me you reached that before the telegram. 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. This agreement was reached before there were 
any men on the job. 

Senator Ervin. What I am getting at is when the work started, 
while it doesn’t specify any sum in there, wasn’t it agreed orally be- 
tween the three locals that each member of each of the locals would 
pay $3.50 into this joint venture? 

Mr. Earu Grirrr. Senator Ervin, I think possibly you are mis- 
led there. We would charge the assessment that was prevailing in 
each local union to that local union’s members. If there was $1 a 
week, then Little Rock men would pay $1. 

Senator Ervin. You say there was not $3.50 paid by the various 
locals into that fund ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. We have a record of exactly what was paid by 
each member, Senator Ervin. 

Senator Ervin. Anyway, your people paid $3.50; did they not? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Then what was paid in by the others, the assess- 
ments paid in by the other union members, up until you got this 
telegram from Mr. Durkin in September 





Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator Ervin, as soon as we got any moneys, 
the girl went up and signed the card at the bank and the girl was 
instructed to open the safe and deposit the moneys in the new account. 
Instead of stopping it then, there would have been no confusion if 
I had, pressing business kept me in the field night and day during this 
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period, sometimes as long as 3 days in succession on that project in 
meetings with the corps or with the company. I let it drift along 
until serious threats to my life and other people’s lives were received. 
Then I changed it over 

Senator Ervin. Mr. "Griffin, you are going around a long way to 
answer a simple question. My question was that after this work 
began and after this joint venture account was opened in the bank, 
they collected assessments from the members of the three locals which 
had signed the agreement, and these assessments were deposited in 
this joint venture account ? 

Mr. Ear Grurrin. I don’t deny that we accepted any money we 
received and we deposited in the joint venture account. 

Senator Ervin. Mr. Griffin, that is a very simple question. 
Frankly, I usually keep asking a question until it is answered. My 
question is, After the work began on this project and after the bank 
account for the joint venture was opened, members of the three unions 
paid their respective assessments to their unions, and the one work- 
ing on this job, and these assessments from members of the three 
unions were deposited in the joint venture account ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrix. To begin with, Senator, I doubt seriously—I 
am again guessing. The records will straighten me out. But to 
begin with, I doubt seriously if the first few months there were any 
people on those projects except from local 706. There might have 
been, 

Senator Ervin. Are you saying that is the fact ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I say the records will bear me out. The reason 
I think that is because the work was of such a nature, Senator, that 
we had to have the best men. 

Senator Ervry. In other words, when Mr. Durkin on September 
21, 1951, wired you that this joint venture account violated the con- 
stitution, there had not been any operation at all on the joint venture 
account. Is that what you want to say ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. There had not been any operation at all on the 
joint venture account ? 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you had received no money in the 
joint venture account. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I am not going to say that. I say the records will 
bear me out. But you are asking me questions about things that hap- 
pened 10 years ago. I know this, that the men that went on the job 
first I was impressed by the Corps of Engineers and other agencies 
of this Government, where men that we had taken from the naval 
ammunition depot that were extremely competent people. There were 
some, possibly to handle materials, but those men would most likely be 
members of 706 who had been doing similar work at the Navy. 

Senator Ervin. If that is so, you did not refuse to give these other 
locals their pro rata part of their deposit to the joint venture because 
they had no money in it at that time? 

Mr. Fart Grirrtn. That wasn’t the reason. 

Senator Ervin. I was wondering if that was so. 

After Mr. Durkin advised you by telegram on September 21, 1951, 
that the joint venture agreement violated the constitution, why did you 
continue to carry the bank account in local 706, 155, and 665 joint 
venture account in the bank ? 
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That was in the National Bank of Commerce at El Dorado / 

Mr. Earu Grirrry. Senator, it was set up. There was an almost 
impossible task with our office facilities, to know what to do. We kept 
drifting and drifting and drifting. As I said, it was left in there 
until it became apparent that I might not be alive to close it out. It 
was on my signature. I didn’t want litigation. No one told me to go 
up and do it asI recall. I got to seriously considering about it. Since 
it was under my signature I knew of nothing more to do than to go up 
and have the bank transfer the moneys over to the respective accounts. 
I did not see the necessity of taking a chance on that money. 

Senator Ervin. You kept this account at least down to September 
19, 1952, did you not? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. You have the record in front of you, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. Let me ask you another question. The assessments 
made against the members of local 706 were for $3.50 a week ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Right. 

Senator Ervin. And the voluntary donations, virtually all of them, 
were in the same amount, were they not ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Most of them? Here is one $5, but isn’t that $7 on 
that next one? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. It is for 2 weeks, is it not? 

Mr. Ear Grurrin. That would be a member of our own local union. 

Senator Ervin. Why did you put donation on it 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That is what I would like to know for a lot of 
them, Senator. Weeven have members who, instead of writing a sepa- 
rate receipt for each member, many times in trying to post the ac- 
counts we would have a whole group of names on one list. 

Senator Ervry. Do you know positively that man is a member of 
yours ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I do not. 

Senator Ervin. Why do you swear it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. | said most likely. 

Senator Ervin. Did you not tell us that if any of them were to make 
a voluntary donation, to note that down instead of as an assessment ¢ 

Did you not give that instruction ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. My original instructions were this, and the 
only ones that I ever gave specifically, Senator, that any man who 
wants to make a contribution, have him sign his name with a witness 
to that and write voluntary contribution underneath. That was actu- 
ally the only instructions that I ever recall specifically giving. 

Senator Ervin. Did you not give instructions that if it was a mem- 
ber of your own local, however, if you collected anything, to give him 
a receipt ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. Look at these and see if virtually all of them 
marked donations either do not fit into a multiple of $3.50 a week. 

(‘The documents were handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. These are $2.50. 

Senator Ervin. All of these are in multiples of seven, which is 
twice $3.50, except two, is that right ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. Well, let’s say—well, there are four. Two that 
are not. 
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Senator Ervin. Four, two-thirds of them. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Well, I can’t figure that fast. But here all of 
these are not, Senator [indicating]. 

Senator Ervin. Those are not many. That is a $7 one, is it not? 

Mr. Eart GrirFin. I think so. We can look up these gentlemen’s 
accounts and see if that is a “1” or a “7.” 

Senator Ervin. It looks like a seven. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I wouldn’t argue with you. 

Senator Ervin. All of those others are multiples of $3.50. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir; but if you reach over in to another 
bag and come up with the same number, they might be all $2 or $1.50. 

Senator Ervin. Well, here is what we have, 14 payments as con- 
trasted with 6 of these you picked out of random, 14 to 6 being mul- 
tiples of $3.50. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, would you give me this benefit: Would 
vou give me the benefit of proving or disproving that one of these 
that you have here on each sheet might be our members ? 

Senator Ervin. You have that privilege. 

Mr. Kart Grirrix. Which would bring the thing down to about 
half and half. 

Senator Ervin. I will put these back in the exhibit before I lose 
them. 

You say you have this provision in the constitution of your inter- 
national which said you could not collect an assessment, or whatever 
you choose to call it, of more than $1, from any nonmember of your 
local ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrtn. No, sir; I didn’t say that. I said there was a 
provision in there that said we could not assess. It didn’t say collect 
assessments, I said we could not assess members. 

Senator Ervin. All right. 

There was provision in your constitution that you could not make 
an assessment, which I take to mean a forced payment 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. From any nonmember in excess of $1 a week. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I think I said a dollar a month. 

Senator Ervin. A dollar a month, which would be $12 a year. You 
gave that as the reason for not giving receipts to nonmembers of 706 
working on this job, did you not ? 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. I gave that as one reason, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. You do know that it was a practice of the people 
that collected these things to mark on them, to mark on all collections 
made from nonmembers, the words donation, do you not, or contri- 
bution ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrry. If they had done like I said, let the people pick 
up those envelopes and write it on themselves and bring it to you, I 
think we would have been better off. 

Senator Ervin. These things show in a number of instances, do 
they not, that the word “donation” is written there, and it appears on 
the carbon just like the rest of the entries, as on the face of it? 

_Mr. Eart Grirrin. Surely, Senator, I don’t think you would criti- 
cize a fellow for making a contribution to an organization if he 
wanted to. 
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Senator Ervin. No, I would not. But I have some difficulty of 
understanding why it was that you did not want these men to have a 
statement that they had made a donation to 706. 

Mr. Earu Grirrtn. Senator, we give just as many letters to a man 
coming to our office stating how much voluntary contribution or 
assessment or dues that they pay, year after year since I have been in 
office. We have never denied giving them a letter signed by me with 
everything on it, to whom it may concern. 

Senator Ervin. Do you mean to your own members? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir; I mean to whoever comes. 

Senator Ervin. Haven’t you stated here upon oath, Mr. Griffin, that 
the reason that these men, these nonmembers of local 706, made these 

ayments, which were marked donations, were given no receipt was 
ecause you didn’t want that data to fall into the hands of some com- 
peting union ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Yes. I wanted to refer to the international 
union, not competing. 

Senator Ervin. You did not want competing unions to get this 
document and put it into the hands of the international. Is that not 
what you said ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator Ervin 

Senator Ervin. Wait a minute, Mr. Griffin. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I will answer yes to this point, Senator. There 
is no doubt in my mind if a man comes to the office and says “Earl, I 
contributed last year to your local union a contribution to labor relief 
or political education, to the Red Cross, to the March of Dimes and to 
other things that were taken up with your members. Could you give 
me a letter or a list of my contributions ?” 

I would have no scruples of giving the gentleman a letter and stating 
without hesitation, “Local 706 received from (blank) the amount of 
so many dollars.” I have them there to give to this committee, how 
many dollars we received on the contributions, and from what local 
union, if there is a record, or whether they were nonunion members. 

Senator Ervin. Why were you unwilling, to pick out a man who 
has the same surname as I, to give to J. E. Ervin, at Pine Bluff, when 
he gave $7, and marked a donation, why did you object to J. E. Ervin 
having a record of that? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. This is why I am on the spot today, Senator. 
This member, J. E. Ervin, is a member of my local union, and both 
of these men are members of my local union, and they themselves would 
not follow orders and no one else did. 

Senator Ervin. J. E. Ervin 

Mr. Eart Grtrrin. Isa member of local 706. 

Senator Ervin. But he was doing the paying. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Yes, and yet he writes “voluntary association,” 
and yet it is outright assessment. 

Senator Ervin. Why did he put Pine Bluff ¢ 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. It is off of the Pine Bluff job, instead of off of 
the Little Rock job. 

Senator Ervin. Can you take another card over here, on J. E. 
Nicks—— 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. That isthe nonmember. 
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Senator Ervin. Anyway, you issued instructions that they would 
not give receipts to nonmembers of 706 who made these $3.50 pay- 
ments, or any other payments, for fear that that document would be 
called to the attention of the international and would be construed, 
perhaps, as evidence of violation of their rules? 

Mr. Fart Grirriy. You are supposing that we were purposely 
assessing money. You fellows are accustomed 

Senator Ervin. I am not talking about the assessments. I am talk- 
ing about the documents. Ifa man made a voluntary donation, why 
were you not willing to give him a statement showing he had made a 
voluntary donation ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. We will, if he comes to the office and asks for it. 

Senator Ervin. Why did you fail to do it when you collected it? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. We would not turn a man down that came up 
to contribute, but we would not give it to him at that time. But we 
would put it on a receipt. You cannot deny that there is a record 
made of every penny we received off of that job. No one can deny 
that. There was a record made of every penny paid to everybody. 
If there wasn’t, then it was the fault of the man who collected it, 
Senator, not my fault. 

Senator Ervin. But they did have explicit instructions from you 
not to give any receipts for these what you call voluntary 
contributions ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. A receipt was to be made for every penny re- 
ceived, but it was not to be made as individual receipts. It was not 
to be made as individual. 

Senator Ervin. And the reason you were in fear was, although you 
knew it was a voluntary donation, and although the record would have 
shown it was a voluntary donation, you were afraid that the inter- 
national might put a different construction on it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am afraid for the same thing that I am afraid 
of you good people here, Senator, exactly, and no other reason. They 
all knew. They were called repeatedly together and told not to con- 
tribute, unless it was freehearted and of good will. “You are idiots to 
do it. But if you do, we will take it. But here is the way we will 
take it: If you contribute you will contribute according to our re- 
ceiving principles. And if you don’t want to contribute, no one has 
asked you to, no one wants you to.” 

I can’t be fairer thanthat. There is one thing you can’t do, Senator, 
and in all of my service, to prove that Iam money hungry. I will not 
turn it down. But we are able to support ourselves, and we were 
awful proud of it. As long as I was in office, we were quite financially 
sound. You can examine me from one side of this country to an- 
other. You can’t find coercion, you can’t find intimidation. You 
might find people who will accuse me of it, but will you give me an 
opportunity to disprove it ? 

Senator Ervin. I am asking questions about your admission that 
you order them not to give receipts for fear that they might fall into 
the hands and be brought to the attention of the international, from 
your standpoint might put a misconstruction on it. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. But you have never yet found a man who says 
he appeared at my office and said, “Earl, how much did I contribute?”, 
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that I haven’t given him a record of his contributions. You can't 
find a man that will say that. 

Senator Ervin. We have found some member who said you in- 
structed them not to give any receipts to the nonmembers and you 
gave instructions not to take any checks from the nonmembers. 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. Well, Senator, on the check proposition, would 
you like to look into our audits and see how many insufficient fund 
checks we have, which will contradict that statement, I hope, because 
checks were not turned down. Checks were accepted throughout the 
duration of the job, Senator. I did not know that was an issue. 

Senator Ervin. Those are all the questions I have. 

The Cuarrman. Let me ask you another question : On the basis that 
this was a voluntary contribution and that you kept an accurate 
record, may I ask you again if any of your men were laid off because 
they did not pay this assessment ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrx. Would you ask if I knew of any doing that, 
Senator? If your question is, Are you aware of any having been laid 
off? my answer, Senator, would be a deliberate “No.” 

The CHatrman. I have an affidavit before me, and I find the card 
of the gentleman who made the affidavit. He states, after stating 
that he worked on this job, he says, “I worked at Blaw-Knox Con- 
struction Co. at Pine Bluff, Ark.,” and for the reporter I am reading 
from exhibit No. 11 in this record. 

I worked at Blaw Knox Construction Co. at Pine Bluff, Ark., out of local 


665 but paid $3.50 per week to El Dorado local 706 for assessment. When I got 
behind they laid me off. I had to go to 706 and pay in October 1951 up— 


and it is underlined to October 1951— 


and Earl Griffin gave me another work order back to the job. It was about 
10 of us laid off at the same time. The foreman would take the $5.50 per week 
assessment and would not give us a receipt for our money. Then the foreman 
would give the assessment to the steward, which was Red Yocom. 

That affidavit clearly implies, if not implicitly states that they 
were required to pay the assessment or they didn’t work. In other 
words, they were laid off because they got behind on the assessment 
and had to go to you and pay up and get a new work order. Do you 
deny it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes. 

The Cuairman. You say that isn’t true? 

Mr. Fart Grirrtn. I say definitely it is not true. 

The Cramman. Do you say it is not true with respect to the other 
8 or 10 that he refers to there ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t know who you refer to, Senator, but yes, 
T will deny it and I will even 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Earnt Grirrin. Senator, would you like to be advised about 
this particular case as I recall it? 

The CuHamman. Yes; anything you want to say. I am not trying 
to conceal anything. I am trying to get everything into the open, 
anything vou have. 

Mr. Eart Grirrix. I would give all I make for 12 months if the 
records were preserved. This gentleman here came to me, Senator. 
He resided in Pine Bluff, Ark. He cried, literally, about being un- 
employed, financially depleted, and he was recovering from a drunken 
experience. 
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The CuamMan. About what time was that? Identify the time. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. To be specific, I can’t. Lf I can find the records, 
I will try. But this is not infrequent for me to do that. 

The Cuatrman. To help you, this shows the man started to work— 
he says a different date. He started to work and the card was made 
up for him in June, or June 26, 1951. 


Mr. Eart Grirrin. We got the Pine Bluff boys out there just as 
hurriedly as we could. 


The Cuairman. You say he came to you crying that he was out 
of a job. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. He was on the job and because of absentee- 
ism—this fellow, I guess, I was called about as much as anyone 
else. I have a letter from Mr. O’Neil of Blaw Knox that I was never 
willing for anyone to be terminated; that I was always insisting that 
they be retained. 

I had pleaded this case repeatedly, that when he got ready to go 
back to work, that he was a resident of Pine Bluff and we needed men 
on that job badly. He was a qualified plumber, a fitter. He could 
do most any work that we do in our trade, and since he owned his home 
there, that was one man we didn’t have to find housing for. 

I persuaded the people to put him back to work. I don’t recall, 
I just don’t recall him ever paying any moneys into the local, and I 
ean testify on oath that he, and without the exception of four or five 
in the years I have been there, or any other man didn’t give me any 
money. 

The CuarrmMan. You said he didn’t pay any assessments? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I said at the time to get his job back. 

The CHatrrMan. He said he got behind. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t know. But his assessments as paid to 
Mrs. Martin or to the men in the field are listed there. This man also 
says he paid $3.50 a week. If I go to El Dorado and as I live and 
breathe if there is an envelope in that basement that hasn’t been washed 
away, with this man’s name on it, I will furnish it to this com- 
mittee 

The CHatrmMan. This card shows $2.50 a week. 

Mr. Eart Grirri. Yes, sir; but I want to show you how the people 
you have secured for witnesses and testimony, how they have per- 
jured themselves from the beginning of the record. I mean with 
written evidence, Senator. 

The CrHatrman. I have another one. Let’s see if you say this is 
perjury. Do you know Mr. R. S. Chambless? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir; I know him. He was business man- 
ager in Pine Bluff. 

The Cuatrman. I have an affidavit from him that has been made 
exhibit 9 to this record. I will read these excerpts from it. 


Following this decision, local 706— 


meaning that you got jurisdiction— 





Local 706, 155, and 655 entered into a joint venture agreement on the $3.50 
Weekly assessment money, that all workers on the job had to pay. 


He, one of the parties that entered into this agreement with you, 
who holds an official position in this local, states that it was a joint 
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venture agreement weekly assessment money, that all workers on the 
job had to pay. That is his version of it. 


It was agreed that the money would be put into one bank account and split 
three ways— 


as the written agreement indicates. 


However, soon after this I learned that the national union did not approve 
of this agreement, and I received a wire to that effect. 


That is the wire, I think, that is already an exhibit. 


The wire stated that local 706 should not receive assessments from local 665 
and 165. Soon after this, however, I learned that the men from my local, who 
were working on the Pine Bluff job, were still paying this money to local 706, 
I went to see Earl Griffin of local 706, and complained that the men from my 
local were forced to pay an illegal assessment to local 706. 

Did that occur? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I can’t recall it, Senator, and I will testify that 
to my knowledge it didn’t occur because I think he would be working 
during the days up there. 

The Cnatrman. This doesn’t say whether he went to see you at 
day or night. He didn’t say he paid it, but that his men were having 
to pay it, his local. 

Mr. Eart Grirrtin. I don’t deny that you have been able to secure 
through your field force these things. 

The CuatrmMan. We haven’t gone out to seek lies; but we have been 
trying to seek the truth. Somebody may have told a lie to us. But 
we haven’t sought a lie from the officers of these locals or from any 
man. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, that is dated probably in the last year. 

The Cuarrman. The affidavit is dated the 8th day of January 1960. 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. Unless he would give you the time or close to 
it, I couldn’t prove where I was or what I was doing. All I am is 
subject to accusations. 

The Cyatrman. You don’t have to have an alibi. The question 
is did he come to see you at any time and did this take place between 
you where he complained of his people having to pay an illegal 
assessment ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t recall him ever discussing the job any 
at all from the time he went to work on it until he quit. 

The Carman. Was he working on the job? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Yes, sir. He was a foreman on the job. 

The Cuamman. Chambless was a foreman on the job? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The Cuamman. This is what he further says, after he complained 
about it: 

The only thing that Griffin would say is the men could be let go at any time. 
I concluded that the best thing for me to do was not to complain further if 
I wanted my men to stay on the job. 


Was there any basis for him coming to such conclusion by reason 
of any contact or conversation he had with vou? 

Mr. Earn Grirrtx. Senator, you want a direct answer of yes or no. 
I would have to answer “No.” But I would like to reason with you. 

The Cnarrman. You may make any explanation you want. 
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Mr. Eart Grirrin. If that statement be true, Senator, and I can 

rove that there were those who never paid at all, or who never paid 
rea that day on, should that not exonerate me? 

The Cuatrman. I don’t know what would exonerate you. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That is ridiculous. 

The Cuarrman. The point is, here is a man—you said the other was 
a drunkard and cast some reflection on him. Is there any reason to 
doubt the veracity of Mr. Chambless ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. May I speak with my counsel ? 

The Cuarrman. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The CuarrmMan. I am not saying you are not correct. You made 
explanation about Nicks, the kind of a fellow he was. You may 
be correct. But here is another one that goes stronger, by an official 
of a union, one of the unions that was a party to this contract, and 
he said he concluded from what you said to him that the men could 
be let go at any time, that it was best for him not to complain further 
if he wanted the men to stay on the job. That is his sworn statement. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I will stake my reputation against his in court 
or anywhere else. 

The CuatrMANn. You say it didn’t happen ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I say it didn’t happen to him or anywhere else. 

The CuarrMan. Then this is not true ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. It isn’t true to my knowledge. 

The CHarrmMan. Hesaid: 

My local 655 or I personally did not receive any money by check or cash from 
Earl Griffin or anyone else from the joint venture agreement that was entered 
into and signed in 1951. 

Is that correct ? 

Mr. Esru Grirrin. It is my opinion, Senator, that he received ex- 
penses for every trip he made to a meeting, as did Dave Dove or 
anyone else. 

The Coatrman. The bank records would show that # 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. It should show. I think he was in many. I 
think their statements are grossly inaccurate. I think they are manu- 
factured. I don’t think he can speak in that kind of language. I 
think it was the intent of someone to nail me. 

The Ciamman. I don’t know him, but surely you wouldn’t contend 
he is the kind of man one of these investigators would go to and per- 
suade to tell something that wasn’t true, would you? If he told 
something, if this is not true, you are not saying that the investigator 
told him to say something not true ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrrx. I am not casting reflection on any man that 
is making an honest living. 

The CrHaiman. You can answer my question without casting 
reflection. 

Mr. Earn Grirrm. But I will say that there has been evidence of- 
fered investigators of this committee that they didn’t want to receive 
because it would exonerate accusations. 

Mr. Dvurry. That is a completely false statement, Senator. 

The Ciaran. You give the name of anybody who offered any 
testimony that we wouldn’t receive. 
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Mr. Earu Grirrin. Let’s take our envelopes as an example. They 
haven’t been subpenaed, they haven’t been worked with. : 

The CuarrMan. I sent a telegram the other day, I think, that coy- 
ered the whole thing. I sent this to your attorney. I know the sub- 
pena was much broader than this, and covered much more than this, 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I enjoyed my association 

The Cuatrman. I don’t care about whether you enjoyed or not, 
Let’s straighten this out. You made an accusation. If it is true, I 
want to know about it. I won’t use that kind of investigators know- 
ingly, and if we have that kind as you charge, I want to know it. But 
don’t tell me that we didn’t try to get records. 

Where is the subpena, the one that was originally served ? 

The subpena will be printed in the record at this point, that was 
served for these records. 

(The subpena referred to follows :) 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Congress of the Qnited States 


To ERMON GRIFFIN 


ee Prwle-ecececesese-e oeeese- we----e 


pocevsnese eee AMQSH1.705,. El Doraio,.Arkansas.., Greeting: 
Pursuant to lawful authority, YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to 
appear before the SENATE PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVZSTI- 
GATIONS OF THE COMMITTZE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS of the 
jenate_of the United States, on —..............--- Bch siisssiatntsoinadetinc 198.25 


BE ence et@D ee O'Clock ..2:. m.,"at their committee room .....191:; 


ean chate Office Building, Washington, D.C. , then and there 
to testify what you may know relative to the subject matters under con- 


sideration by said committee., and produce duces tecum the records as 


incicated on the attached Schedules A and B, 


wae ee ere ere nen seen eee ns cece nec n teen ew eee en enn e ere eee ee ec es coat ener eeee es eres en eeew arene eweceeeese sees eceseser erase esses eees cose ee essnesesesesseeses= 
ens cewec een neesen nee enes cee een ne cceeesececnr eer ecee re conan ceceereeesscececeseceseceswees cc ccewereneseretessseeseeses ess eeeeseeeeeen cee eeeeeesceseee 


Hereot fail not, as you will answer your default, under the pains and pen- 


allies in such cases made and provided, 


to serve and return. 
Given under my hand, by order of the commiticee, this 
-2H.. day of ........ AUGUST... , in the year of our 


Lord one thousand nine hundred and _.. SIXTY 


4 A, LC: . 
a Mp tle Kefe C Car 


f 
: oN anne nv nenereae ee eer een 
Chairman, Senate Permanent Subcommitieé on Investi- 


gations of the Committee on Governinent-Operations. 
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Gucteitninitse EE te iecccenci 
I made service of the within subpena 
personally delivering 


OF sastivck 


2 true copy thereto 


GEO SULT AT IO FIUIUO ecient 
Ermon Griffin ‘a 
El Dorado, Arkansas 

at eereesneeseee 03.00 icone o’clock Ae 72., On 


. \\. S. 7 a Jay Neal,| U ede Marshal 
rl. p ae . ne is edveantiee ST Ark ans: as 


uM t Pain % 1G OF 


. irr / 
ae thorn bY Where 
“ Deputy AS yyw px 
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The Cuarrman. Here is the telegram I sent your attorney : 


All canceled checks drawn on the joint venture accounts of locals 706, 155, 
665, maintained at the National Bank of Commerce, El Dorado, Ark., for the 


years 1951 to 1953, inclusive; the cash receipts and disbursements records, can- 
celed checks for the general fund, organizing fund, and building fund, as well as 
the audit reports for January 1, 1951, to June 15, 1955. 


This is when we were trying to shorten it down. 


The duplicate receipts furnished by local 706 to workers who were members 
of local 665, local 155, and locals other than local 706 on the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job between 1951 and 1954, and all moneys collected in assessments, dobies, per- 
mit fees, dues, initiation fees, and so forth; the shop steward’s report, which 
show the moneys collected by local 706 on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job as as- 
sessments, dobies, permit fees, dues and initiation fees for the years 1951 
through 1955; all correspondence, 
and so forth. 

Do you say that wouldn’t call for these receipts ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Senator, I am not speaking of the period in 
which this telegram came. It was my impression, when I went down 
and opened up our backroom, that he understood he was to have 
access to all the local union’s records. 

The CuairmMan. Do you say that he wasn’t denied access to them 
later ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. There was a—I don’t know. I wasn’t there. 
But at the time I had reference to a moment ago, when Mr. Duffy and 
IT and Mr. Mundie went downstairs, and I make a mistake, I called 
attention to the canceled envelopes, the used envelopes that were 
retained. 

Mr. Durry. Were these records made available since that time, 
these records that you have right here? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. They were in there. 

Mr. Durry. We asked you at that time, Mr. Griffin, all records re- 
lating to the assessments and all other records. You did not show 
us these records. 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. Mr. Duffy, we told you the situation that pre- 
vailed, that I hadn’t been in the local union office for an indefinite 
period of time. 

Mr. Durry. We spent the whole morning looking for these records 
and couldn’t find them, could we? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. We went through everything there. But I told 
you I hired girls to clean the thing up. I wasn’t there. I was off. 

Mr. Durry. Did you notify us then that these records were avail- 
able for us to look at ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. Mr. Duffy, we found these records the last hour 
before I left and I told this committee to begin with, sir, that I didn’t 
have the W—from the letter S, I believe, on, and that I called the 
young lady and she said, “Mr. Griffin, I have found some additional 
ones,’ meaning that we had not ever stopped searching, Mr. Duffy, in 
that conglomeration of mess that has accumulated since 1950. I 
hope that is a reasonable explanation. 

The Cuatrman. Now back to this other. 
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Here is an affidavit that was made exhibit 10 to the proceedings 
from Mr. Dave Dove. His statement, referring to this agreement, 
says: 

Shortly after the agreement was signed, I was in telephone contact with 
Jerry Ryan, general organizer of the international union in Washington. He 
advised me that Mr. Durkin, president of the international union, would not 
approve weekly assessments to be paid by the workers out of the Little Rock 
and Pine Bluff locals on the Pine Bluff job. I asked him to confirm this infor- 
mation to me in a wire, which he did. 

Subsequently I learned, however, that members of my local were forced to pay 
this $3.50 a week assessment money or not work. They were refused receipts 
for the assessment money they paid to local 706. This made it very clear to 
me that Earl Griffin, who was in charge of local 706, was charging men from 
my local weekly assessment money in direct violation of the orders of the inter- 
national association that the workers from my local would not be required to 
pay assessment money to local 706. 

I will point out to you, and you will read the record to find quite 
a lot of testimony along this line: 

I did not make any complaint about this illegal assessment to Earl Griffin 
because I knew if I did the men from my local that were on the Pine Bluff job 
would be let go. 

That is from the two men who signed this agreement with you. In 
addition to that, as you already know, we have the sworn testimony 
of a number of others that they were afraid to oppose you or not to 
pay, or to oppose you even in their local, because of their apprehension 
of reprisals. 

That is the testimony here, and it is on the basis of these complaints 
that this investigation regarding these matters before us was issued. 
Have you any comment to ‘make about Mr. Dove? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. No, sir. I think Dave Dove is as honorable a 
man as lam. 

The Cuatrman. Do you think he would make a statement that he 
was apprehensive you would let his men go? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. If you hadn’t read it to me, I would never feel 
that Dave Dove would make such a statement; that he knows any- 
thing before he talks to anybody. 

The Cuairman. He ane made it and signed it. It is under oath. 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. I don’t deny that, Senator. I say if you hadn’t 
read it to me I wouldn’t believe that a man such as he, who worked 
with me, who knows without a shadow of doubt the intent, would 

sign suc hs a statement. 

"The Ciaran. Do you know that you have that reputation down 
there, not only among your own people but among the whole labor 
organization and among the public generally ? Do you know that 
you enjoy that reputation now ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, I know this: that you can tell any- 
thing long enough until you begin to believe it. When I went into 
office, if you will look at the record, I demanded audits be made, I 
demanded finance committee members be elected who would work at 
home, I demanded finance reports be made every 30 days. 

The group who has started this propaganda, Senator, who has de- 
veloped it into this stage, are the ones who are on rec ord as opposing 
me for an annual audit, who opposed me for 30-day audits, who have 
harassed and who have scattered unadulterated misstatements of truth 
and fact from that time until this. 
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Iam not surprised. The only thing I can tell you is men have been 
represented, employers generally have gotten their job done better 
in that area than others. We have evidence of it. 1 have never co- 
erced one. I have never threatened any, to my knowledge, and I gen- 
erally stand up for the people. 

The Cuarrman. And for what is right ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. As near as I can. Because, Senator, all these 
people w ill face somebody some day in another life. 

The CuatrMan. That is right. 

Let me ask you this: You say you always wanted to know. Was 
any audit ever made of this joint venture account ? 

Mr. Eart Grirriy. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. By w hom ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Well, I say “Yes, sir.” I am positive that Dr. 
Herbert has all of the worksheets on it. He should have. 

The CHarrman. Did you find any audit, Mr. Mundie? 

Mr. Munote. I have the audit re ports that were given to me by Mr. 
Duffy and Mr. Griffin while I was in El Dorado and there is no men- 
tion of a joint venture account in any audits made by Dr. Herbert. 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. Maybe you didn't get it. Didn’t you have audits 
from 1950 to 1960 ? 

Mr. Munpie. No; [had 1952 to 1958. 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. You had 1952, 1953 ? 

(A document was handed to the chairman. ) 

The Cuarrman. Examine that, Mr. Mundie, and see if that was 
presented to us among the records, or a copy of it. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I pulled that out of the basement before I left 

down there, when looking for these cards. 

The Cuairnman. You obviously didn’t have it then. 

Mr. Durry. You found these records in the basement ? 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. Back over under the apprenticeship, under the 
big stack of stuff. 

The CHamman. Did you report to Mr. Mundie and Mr. Duffy that 
your records prior to 1955 were all destroyed ? 

Mr. Earn Grirrtin. I hope they will bear this out, Senator; that I 
said we had moved since I left oilice, and instead of using drays we 
had used our members and they had dumped them all in a floor where 
it was originally a furniture store, then we had picked them up in 
crates and boxes by our members, hired help and all, and moved them 
into the backroom. 

Then we moved them from that room to one that had been parti- 
tioned off. Then the roof was blown off. All the records were well 
preserved until such time as that. I think we can secure all the 
testimony you want that I was exc eptionally determined to keep for 
this day every record that was ever made in that local union, because 
only through the records can I be exonerated of accusations. 

The Cuarraan. That might be absolutely true, from all of this 
testimony. Iam perfectly willing to receive any and all records that 
you have that will throw any light whatsoever on this matter. 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. These canceled envelopes is about the only thing 
that I know of that ¢ an, unless they run across something else. 

Mr. Munn. This is the only thing I have ever seen, Senator, in 
regard to the joint venture fund, where the money was Split. ‘There 
Was no audit of the} joint venture as of itself. 


62255—61 —15 
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The CHarrman. May we have a copy of this? I don’t want to take 
your original records. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. You havea copy, I suppose, Senator. 

Mr. Munpte. That is the only one we didn’t have. 

The Cuarman. Have this audit report that the witness presents 
from July 1, 1952, to June 30, 1953, apparently made by Leo Herbert, 
CPA, made into a photostatic copy and let the photostatic copy be 
made exhibit 33. Return the original to Mr. Griffin. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 33” for 
reference and may be found in the files of the subcommittee.) 

Mr. Apterman. Mr. Griffin, will you describe what the records 
are in my hand? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. They are cards that I—I guess you would use 
the word—looked up or found—— 

Mr. ApLerMan. What do they purport to be ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. That were supposed to have individual revenue 
derived from the Pine Bluff job by those not members of local union 
706. I notice in there were—— 

Mr. AnterMAN. To be fair to you, i notice there are some notations 
in there of members of 706. 

Mr. Earn Grirrin. Yes; I noticed that. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Do I understand you clearly that these cards would 
contain the names of anybody w ho worked on the job who paid any 
contributions to the union ¢ 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. If all of them were gathered up. There may 
be additional ones, but of all that we have, that is what they are. 

Mr. ApLerMAN. | am not taking the S’s down to the Z’s, but at 
random we took H, N, and A. ; 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. If you will understand that from 1955 until I 
got into this work in the afternoon on Mond: ay, everything that I re- 
tained—well, there have been, probably, I would guess, over a dozen 
girls that had no traiping in office work or bookkee ping g, or high school 
girls, or girls that m: aybe filed and nothing else, if you will take into 
account that there could be some few cards missing, very few, that is 
the record of the people who not only worked there but who were em- 
ployed and never reported back the second day to go to work. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. I can understand that you n ight have an occasional 
card missing. 

The CuatrMan. This might become important. I don’t want to 
get too entrapped anyway in ‘the thing. 

These were intended to be a record kept of all of the moneys you 
received on that job from each individual ? 

Mr. Earu Grirriy. It was intended to be a record of every penny 
we received from employees not members of our union as well as a 
record of each individual who was employed on the job through the 
E] Dorado local. 

Now, there were men employed from Little Rock, Pine Bluff, Hot 
Springs, Fort Smith, and other locals direct that never came by the 
office. 

The Cuartrman. I mean that you handled, where you handled the 
money. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Or where we recommended that he go to work. 
But housing was scarce, so they would go hire out and look for a 
house and couldn’t find it and wind up in Knoxville. 





] 


u 


LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 221 

Mr. ADLERMAN. I am confining myself to people that you repre- 
sented from 706. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. That is what the record is that I hope to gather 
for you gentlemen. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. We have in the testimony a statement from some 
65 men who worked for the Lion Oil Co. who went on strike, and 
they were referred, according to their statement, by you to the Pine 
Bluff Arsenal job. Isthat correct ? 

Mr. Earut Grirrin. 1 don’t know how many, but all of them who 
were qualified pipefitters or who were material men were, that wanted 
to work. 

Mr. ApterMAN. In this statement we have the men who say that 
they paid $3.50 each week while they were on the job and that they 
received no receipts. I will go further 

Mr. Gentry. Actually, isn’t that a statement of somebody else that 
says he has talked to those people and that is what they told him? 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. And they signed the statement individually. This 
is not an affidavit. I didn’t say it was an affidavit. I said it was a 
signed statement by each individual, and on the foot of it is an 
affidavit. 

Mr. Gentry. I am trying to see. There were two or three of them 
in there. I had a chance to glance through the record this morning. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. [am referring to page 49 of the record. 

The CuatrmMan. This was not an affidavit and wasn’t inserted as 
such. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. This was a statement. 

The Cuatrman. This is a statement where the man claims he wrote 
out the statement and went around to the people he knew worked 
there. 

Mr. ApLtERMAN. I just call your attention to this; that we checked 
out the letter “H” on this list from these cards and, strangely enough, 
even though these men stated that they paid $3.50 a week, we don’t 
find a single name listed in these cards under the letter “H.” I men- 
tion particularly Joe E. Haile, Knowland E. Harris, Bobby O. Hearin, 
and on the letter “A,” M. P. Arledge, and on the letter “H,” C. E. 
Hambleton, Ralph E. Hampton, and T. J. Ames. 

We just took that as a spot check. According to these men, they 
paid $3.50. According to you, they should be in these records. Can 
you account for that ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. I won’t deny that they paid it. Isay that if they 

aid it they should be recorded on a card similar to that in that group. 

know this: that when they settled their strike and went back to work, 
we got a very complimentary letter from this group of people, or 
their organization. 

The only reason that I would doubt them paying it is that during 
their tenure at Pine Bluff—I can’t testify at this time who the com- 
mittee members were—the strike committee or some committee repre- 
senting this group of men came to me trying to compel me, trying 
to have me compel them to pay into a strike fund or have them pulled 
off of the job. 

I explained as best I could that men secured jobs because of their 
qualifications and they held them by the same reason and that I wasn’t 
crazy enough, due to the laws of our land, to try to compel a man to 
pay to hold his job. 
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For your information, I don’t know that you are interested in this, 
but here is another reason that I am short of records, most likely, par- 
ticularly on our own members. The antikickback law worked against 
many unions following World War II and the Korean conflict. A 
lot of testimony such as this, or claims such as this was evidently given 
to another committee of the Federal Government, which one or what 
kind I don’t know. 

But they came into my local union when the records were all avail- 
able. How long they stayed I can’t be sure, but they stayed days, 
They came to my house and asked if they could go to the ‘bank the 
next morning to see the records of the union, and I agreed to meet 
them at 9 o'clock. 

I was on long distance and was a few minutes late. I was followed 
by others to the bank. When the president got there, I am advised, 
they were waiting for him to open and came ‘inside so there could be 
no money shortage. At any rate, we came in and examined the bank 
records and all the cash boxes, to see if there was any cash in boxes 
or things of that nature, and then two or three or four of them went 
with me to the local. 

I wasn’t a habitual in attending the office, sometimes for 3 or 4 weeks 
I wouldn’t be there, so I instructed the girls who were employed that 
these men represented the Government and to make every record 
turned over to them, and a thorough survey of our records was made 
on this kickback. 

When I was exonerated of that I never felt that I would have to 
go through this, a similar investigation, again. 

Mr. Apurrmuan. When was this invest igat ion made? 

Mr. Eart Grirrt. Shortly after—we will have to look into the 
minutes of the local union meeting to determine the exact date. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. What committee was that ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I can’t tell you. Maybe Dr. Herbert c an. 

Mr. ApitErRMAN. Did you ever advise Mr. Duffy to that effe 

Mr. Eart Grirrty. I wouldn't swear that I did. 1 talked to o Duffy 
on different occasions. He would know whether I did or not. 

No, I didn’t talk to Mr. Duffy. I was thinking I talked to Mr. 
Mundie more about our records than I did Mr. Duty. 

Mr. AptErMAN. Do you know whether it was an agency of the 
Government or a committee ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Honestly, I couldn’t. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Are you implying that they may have taken some 
of these records? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir; I don’t believe they took any records. 
I believe they left all of our records. But we just stacked them in 
our offices. 

Mr. ApterRMAN.I thought you were trying to explain why these 
records were missing, and I thought you were implying that some other 
agency took them. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No; I am stating here that these men, I know, 
ond it was a known fact by their local union and mine, that they were 
lemanding that the men either pay into their strike fund or get off the 
jc aad and It refused to be a party to anything of that natur 

e CHAIRMAN. There 1 may be other ques tions and seek matters we 
v i h: ve to clear up in this thing. I am trying to finish tonight, if 
we can. 
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I want to go into another aspect of it. 

In the meantime, I may suggest to you, Mr. Duffy and Mr. Adler- 
man, that I will expect you to handle the interrogating regarding the 
accounts, the expenditures for merchandise. 

I want to go into this matter of the election in local 798, which was 
in December 1955. Do you want to give us an explanation of that ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, 1 would much prefer to be asked, 
but—— 

The CuHarmMan, I will be glad to ask you. Did local 798 have an 
election in December 1955 ¢ 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. 1955 or 1956. T am inelined to think it was 
1955, Senator. 

The Cuarrman. Did you participate in that election in any way? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. It is possible, to this extent: It is possible that 
I attended the local union meeting in Tulsa, as the meeting was open, 
and then no further participation in it. 

The CHairMAN. Were you an international organizer at that time? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I was a special representative or an interna- 
tional organizer. 

The CuarrMan. In other words, you were an international organizer 
at that time ¢ 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Yes, sir. 

The CuHatrMANn. You say you took no interest in it but you might 
have been present at an open meeting ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. No; I thought you said did I participate in it. 

‘he Cu. — Did you take any part in it ? 

Mr. Earu GrirFin. Senator, | am cognizant of rumors and the in- 
vestigation of it, so, naturally, I can assume what you mean. 

The Cuamman. You said you wanted to be asked, so I am trying to 
ask questions to bring out the facts. 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. I took part in it to this extent: The election you 
are speaking of, if I recall correctly, was conducted in this manner: 
The local union did not petition me, but they petitioned the general 
president to allow them several places to poll or to cast their ballots. 

The Cuairman. There is no objection to that. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. And it was granted. They went into Nebraska, 
or Colorado, into Texas, Louisiana, maybe into New Jersey, I don’t 
know where, but they have 33 St: ites where they have jurisdiction 
over pipelines. 

The ballot box was to be started in Tulsa. I think I was at the 
meeting in Tulsa when it was opened. I can’t swear that I was. Then 
the committee was to take the ballot box in rotation from one city 
in their jurisdiction to another and the ballot box was to be sealed at 
night by a notary public, with a metal seal, I assumed, and opened 
the following morning of the metal seal, and the committee was in 
charge of the election. 

I differ with Mr. Craddock 

The Cuatrman. I don’t care about those issues. Let’s get down to 
what you did. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I say I differ with Mr. Craddock, because I 
understand in talking with him since this date, in fact, talking with 
him 2 or 8 months ago, whenever it was that he was visited by your 
investigative staff. 
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He says that he asked me to assist him in his election. I won’t deny 
that he did. I won’t deny that I did. I didn’t understand, I mean, 
I didn’t recall that that was what it was, but for the record, I won't 
deny that he asked me and I won’t deny that I said he was a good and 
experienced officer. 

The CnarrmMan. Nobody is charging him—— 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I thought that was what you were getting at, 
Outside of those things I had no further association with it. 

The CuHatrman. Did you undertake to cooperate in securing his 
reelection to the office and promoting the election of the slate of officers 
that he wanted elected ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. It is possible that I did, Senator. I wouldn't 
deny it. 

The Cuatrrman. Is it not only possible, but is it not a fact that you 
gave instructions to your own union or to its officers, local 706, to per- 
suade a number of your members of local 706 to clear their cards into 
local 798 so that they might vote in that election ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrix. That I gave orders to my local to clear them in? 

The Cuamman. That you gave instructions to them to arrange to do 
that ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That I gave my local union instructions to 
clear ? 

The CuarrmMan. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, I would have no reason to deny it, if I 
remembered it. I think it was like this, if you would like to know—— 

The Cuatrman. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I think that this would be an accurate statement 
of fact in 1955, as I remember it now. Every day in the week, and 
most times on Sunday, I will receive one or more communications, 
either personal, telephone, or letter, asking me—this is the normal 
statement in our vernacular—where is the next. boom ? 

In 1955, right after the Republicans went into office, from then for 
2 or 3 years we had very little prospects of continuous employment. 
The pipeline industry, if you will look back on the record, you will see, 
was booming. There is no doubt that I was asked that question of 
where is the next boom ? 

There is no doubt that I have recommended members clearing into 
798 for the reason of securing employment, being in a position to 
enjoy employment, and there 1s little likelihood that if any of them 
did clear in, that I failed to recommend to those clearing in that cer- 
tain men were good officers if the subject came up. 

The Cuatrman. That is a rambling and roundabout, getting-no- 
where statement. Let me ask you something specific. Did you dis- 
cuss this approaching election with Mr. Craddock ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. He says I did. 

The Cuarrman. He said— 

Earl asked me. 

This is his sworn statement. 

Has this been made a part of the record ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes, sir; printed in the record. 

The Cuamman. He says— 


Earl asked me how the election looked, and I told him that we needed all of 
the help that we could get. 
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Mr. Fart Grirrin. I won’t deny it. 

The Coarrman. Did that occur? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I say I won't deny it, Senator. I don’t re- 
member. 

The CuarMan. He further states 





We had been using a number of men out of his local for pipeline work and they 
had been transferring in and out of our local. These men were acquainted with 
pipeline work and were acquainted with the problems of the administration of 
the local union and knew our peculiar and particular problem. 

Did you know what the peculiar and particular problems were? 

Mr. Ear Grivrin. Senator, yes. 

The CuatrMan. He did have some peculiar and particular prob- 
lems ? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. Very peculiar to my way. 

The Cuairman. All right. He had some peculiar problems. I 
don’t need the detail unless it becomes pertinent later. 

We discussed the fact that the members of his local who had done pipeline 
work and had worked in and out of this union at various times, and understood 
our problems, should vote in this election, and a number of these men, members of 
706, transferred into local 798 for the purpose of helping us in the election. 

Is that true or not ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I won’t deny it, Senator. 

The Cuatrman. In fact, it is a fact, isn’t it, that that is why they 
transferred in there, to help out in the election ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, I will say that is not the whole truth. 
We will accept that as part true. 

The CrarrmMan. All right. 

It was understood 
he said— 
that we wanted these people to clear into local 798 for the purpose of voting 
in 798’s election, since these people knew and were acquainted with the prob- 
lems that we had and properly should have a voice in the voting of the various 
officers in 798. 

Is that correct ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I won't deny a thing. 

The CuarrMan. The testimony further shows that there was round- 
ed up or persuaded to do this—I am sure they knew nothing about 
it until somebody got the word to them—some 40 or more members 
of your home local to clear into local 798. Did you know about 
that ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrin. Senator, 1 knew a number of our members 
cleared in up there, and not only did I know that, but it was expected 
of them at the time to probably increase that number later. 

The Cuarrman. Well, they might have been having another elec- 
tion later, if that is what you mean. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, sir; it isn’t what I mean. 

The CHarrMan. We will see what the circumstances show the ex- 
pectations were as we go along. 

Did you know that these men were paid out of your local to take 
a trip down to Baton Rouge for the purpose of voting in this elec- 
tion / 

Mr. Eart Grirrinx. That the men themselves were paid ? 
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The Cuarrman. Their expenses, that the trip was paid to take them 
down there. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I have been made aware of that fact; yes. 

The CHAIRMAN. Did you give instructions that that be ‘done? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t recall ever exercising that authority, 

The CHarrman. Didn’t you tell your brother to have it done? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. If I did, I don’t recall it. It is possible. 

The Cuamrman. Did you tell Curtis Porter to do it ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grurrrx. I wouldn’t think Curtis Porter would have the 
authority. 

The Cuarrman. He would if you told him to. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. To pay the expenses of our people? 

The Cuarrman. No; to arrange to have them clear in there and go 
down there and vote. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Senator 

The Cuamman. This thing just didn’t happen on the part of the 
men, Jt wasn’t a voluntary thing on their part. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. No, Sen: ator. But, look, I am not admitting 
that I went around and browbeat people into doing something. 

The Cuarrman. I didn’t mention browbeating at all. 

Mr. Nordmyer, I understand, actually paid the out-of-pocket ex- 
penses and was reimbursed by the union, or was given the money. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I wouldn’t know how it was arranged, Senator. 

The Cuamman. Did you order it be done, or direct it be done or 
suggest it be done? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That is in 1955? 

The CHatrman. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. That would be in December of 1955. 

The CuarrMan. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, if I had been in office and a group of 
people of ours cleared into another local, I would have done it. 

The Cuatrman. I didn’t ask you what you would have done. Did 
you do it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t recall how it came about. If it was done, 
it is all right with me. I will accept my responsibility if I partici- 
pated in it in any manner, Senator. 

The CHatrmMan. We tried our best to find out. The thing that is 
unusual, or is this a common practice in the international union, to 
have folks transfer from one local into another just before an election 
to help control an election? Isthat a practice? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That isn’t a practice, but it is a practice if there 
is confusion in a local union and they won’t respect agreements or 
something of that nature. 

The Coamman. If there is danger of the incumbents in office getting 
defeated, it isa practice? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, Senator. I beg your pardon. I won’t agree 
to that. 

The CHamMan. What circumstances do you say prompts you to 
do it that way? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Are you familiar, Senator, with the trouble that 
was in Joplin, Mo. ? 

The CuarrmMan. No; and I don’t need that. I want you to tell 
me what prompts you to do these things. 
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Mr. Eart Grirrin. In the first place, I was new over pipelines. In 
the second place, any time that we agree to complete a job within a 
given length of time, I want to know that I have a mechanical re- 
course—— 

The CuarrmMan. That has nothing on God’s earth to do with an 
election. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. That is why I try to tell you I assume some re- 
sponsibility for the elect ion, Senator, but also there is a desire on my 
part, if I meet your friend tomorrow, or his friend, or anyone else, 
and I commit myself to do a job for them within a given length of 
time, I want to know that there is support enough in that local union 
to fulfill my obligations. 

I never had a signed agreement in my life, when I was business 
manager of a local union. 

The Cuaimman. That has nothing to do with what I am asking 
you about. 

* Mr. Eart Grirrin. I may be dense, but you fellows—— 

The CratrRMan. I am simply asking if you had them transferred 
in there, and you say you can’t answer that as you don’t know. 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. [ will accept any responsibility you want me to 
accept. 

The Cuatrman. I don’t want you to accept responsibility. I want 
you to tell me what the facts are. Did you have them do it? 

" Mr. Ear Grirrrx. Senator, you are asking a question back in 1955, 
and I don’t know what is coming up next. But I am willing to tell 
you, I am not above telling people at that time to clear into that 
union, if it is expedient to do so for the international or themselves. 

The Cuatrman. If it was expedient to do so? 

Mr. Ear Grirrin. For them or the international union. 

The Cuairman. Or that local? 

Mr. Earv Grirrtx. Or that local. I say if it were expedient, and 
by that I mean if it were for the good and welfare of the local, the 
people and the country. 

Senator Ervin. And take the funds of one local union and, in ef- 
fect, use them to pay the campaign expenses for a candidate for an 
office in another? 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. Waitamoment. No one told anybody how they 
had to vote. But no one would hesitate to recommend the qualifica- 
tions of anyone that they were positive of, Senator, and you wouldn't, 
either. 

Senator Ervrx. When I use money to haul people to the polls, I 
cal] it campaign expenses. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, I didn’t see these people individually. 

Senator Ervry. Do you mean to tell me that you don’t consider a 
campaign expenditure to haul people to a voting place to get them 
to vote for a specific candidate ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtnx. Have a number of these people said that I asked 
them to vote for a specific candidate ? 

Senator Ervin. Yes, they have. Do you know Edgar Giles? 

Mr. Fart Grirrtn. Yes, sir. 

Senator Ervin. He said: 

Mr. Durry. Did you have a conversation with Earl Griffin, yourself, and he 
told you who to vote for, did he not? 
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Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. When he come up there, he told us he had a little man 
down there and he wanted us to go down there and vote for him, when he 
wanted us to declare in Tulsa. 

Mr. Giles testified in substance that he first received instructions 
from your brother, Ermon, to transfer, that they wanted him to go 
down to Baton Rouge and vote in this election, and he said that. your 
brother—I will read it. 

Do you know who “the little man” is? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. It could be me. I am called everything from 
the devil to little Jesus. 

Senator Ervin. Mr. Giles said: 

Mr. Gites. Mr. Ermon Griffin is the one that told me to go down there. 

The CHAIRMAN. And to vote that way? 

Mr. Gites. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. Did he say the little man wanted it done that way? 

Mr. Gites. Well, he called Earl, you see, and had him come down there and 
Earl told him to have me declare and told him what to do. 

The CHAIRMAN. So they took charge of it and helped win an election that 
way. Why would they go to Baton Rouge to vote instead of to Tulsa to vote? 

Mr. Gites. I don’t know, sir. That is what I couldn’t understand. 

Mr. Durry. But you had a conversation with Earl Griffin yourself and he 
told you who to vote for, did he not? 

Mr. Gigs. Yes, sir. When he come up there he told us he had a little man 
down there and he wanted us to go down and vote for him, when he wanted us 
to declare in Tulsa. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. You never heard me use that kind of language 
in my life. 

Senator Ervin. Do you contend it is perfectly legitimate, proper, 
and the right kind of union conduct to take the funds that belong to 
one local union and expend them in hauling to the polls for people to 
vote, for hauling them from Arkansas down into Louisiana, to vote 
for a candidate for an office in another local ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am not trying to justify it, but you are losing 
sight of the fact that it was the money that they put in that treasury, 
and it was spent on them. 

Senator Ervin. Don’t tell me that they were backing the candidacy 
of Craddock. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I say in paying their expenses, Senator, I am 
trying to say that it is out of their own money. It is their money. 

Senator Ervin. And also out of all the dues of all the other mem- 
bers including a lot of them that probably didn’t even favor Harold 
Craddock. 

Mr. Gentry. That was a voluntary contribution. 

Senator Ervin. Yes, a voluntary contribution. 

The Cuairman. Did you know at the time you did that, or that it 
was being done, that it was a violation of your international consti- 
tution ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Did I know at the time it was being done that 
it was a violation of the international constitution ? 

The CHarrman. Yes. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I didn’t do anything that I knowingly knew was 
a violation of the constitution. What is it a violation of? 

The CuatrmMan. Do you know when they cleared in? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. They cleared in, according to the records, on the 
30th day of November, and they voted on the 11th day of December. 
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Mr. Eart Grirrin. How would you know ? 

The CHarrMAN. How would we know? From the records. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t know how, Senator. 

The CuarrMAN. The international has a record of when you clear 
from one union to another, does it not ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. But, look, Senator, no, sir, not exactly. 

The CHAIRMAN. Well, that is what we have here. 

Don’t you have such records ? ; 

Under your constitution, they are supposed to report it within 48 
hours to an international. 

Mr. Durry. The clearance card goes in to the international. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. But under the old clearance card, and I can be 
confused—— 

The CuarrMan. We are talking about the constitution that was in 
effect then. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. There is no such animal now. We have tried to 
correct it. 

The CuHarrMan. I don’t care what it is now. It was a violation 
of your constitution, was it not? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I don’t know how they will know when these 
people cleared in there. 

The CHatrMAN. Don’t you have a record when a man transfers from 
one local to another, some way to tell? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. Senator, I am paid through next June right 
now in local 706. If I transferred out of local union 706 my record 
in Washington will show me paid through June 1961. 

The CHArrMAN. You know there is bound to be some record of when 
aman transfers from one union to another, and some way for a record 
to tell the date of that transfer. Do you deny that? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. No, sir. I deny this: that you said they cleared 
in on the 30th day of November. 

The CHarrMan. Do you deny that? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I don’t see how they could. 

The CHarrman. I didn’t ask you did you see how. I said do you 
deny that your records show that, the records of your union ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I don’t deny that the records show it. I will 
deny that all the men cleared in on the 30th of November. 

Mr. Durry. How do you know that they did not ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Here is why, Mr. Duffy. 

The Cuarrman. They cleared insofar as the international was con- 
cerned ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Under the bookkeeping system that our inter- 
national union used then, in 1955, I was working in that end of it 
some, any man whose dues were cleared through November could clear 
out in July, August, September, October, and if he was paid through 
November it would show that he cleared the 30th day of November, 
because the cash sheet would have been sent into Washington the 
month that he had paid his dues. That is why we had to make the 
change. 

Mr. Durry. Under Section 154, Clearance Cards, the international 
constitution states : 


There shall be a card known as a clearance card issued to all members in good 
standing when they desire to clear from one local to another, said card to be 
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signed by the member who receives it, in the presence of the secretary issuing 
same. U pon the member depositing his card he shall again be required to sign 
his name in the presence of the secretary receiving it for identification purposes, 
The financial secretary shall forward all clearance cards to the general office 
within 48 hours after acceptance of same by the local union. 

My point is that after these clearance cards were turned into the 
Tulsa local, within 48 hours those cards went into Washington, and 
that particular data would be noted on the history sheets. That is 
what the records show. We have those from the sinh itional union, 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Fine and dandy. But, Mr. Duffy, the thing 
that beats me, and I fooled with them for years down there, is that 
if a clearance card comes in dated November 30, that is the date that 
the man is paid threugh, you have 48 hours after November 30 to send 
that clearance card in. Do you understand / 

Mr. Durry. I covered this point with Mr. Ward, the head man of 

the international union, and questioned him on this point. He gave 
me these figures, gave me the statement that this was the process, the 
way it was handled, and gave me photostatic copies of all of these 
particular sheets. 
_ Mr. Eart Grivriy. Out in Chicago he knows how they handled them 
in those days. But if you go around to our local unions, the little 
ones, the size of mine and those down there, you will find that we 
saved the cards. 

Mr. Durry. But in all fairness you as a fact do not really know 
that these men were cleared in prior to November 30. 

Mr. Fart Grirrt. T don’t know when they were cleared. honest. 

Mr. Durry. So we can rest on these records, can we not‘ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. You can rest on the records as they are accu- 
rately ome eros L. 

The Cuairman. You had them transferred in there for the purpose 
of voting, primarily? Is that correct ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrix. Senator, that is where you and I differ. But 
Twill accept that. 

The Cramman. Some other purpose ? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. We will accept that. 

The CHatrman. At least, was this one of the purposes’ That 
is what Mr. Craddock said. 

Mr. Fart Grirriy. I will say “Yes,” if he did. That is the reason 
Iam saying “Yes.” 

The Cuamman. That is one of the purposes. That purpose did not 
fail. They did vote, did they not ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I don’t know. 

Mr. Gentry. You understand they did, and they were sent down 
there. 

The CuarmMan. You are just prolonging this. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. Senator, I only fear 

The Cuamman. All right, you do not know whether they voted 
or not. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I know that some of them voted. 

The Cuarrman. Then that part of their purpose was carried out. 

Mr. Eart Grierin. Surely. 

The Cuairman. Now, then, if they had any further purpose for 
transferring into that union, I will ask you if the further purpose, 
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whatever it was, didn’t fail because they transferred back out of that 
union on the 30th day of December. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. The record will bear that out ? 

Mr. Durry. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I haven’t looked into this. 

The Cuarrman. There is the circumstances. Here they transfer in 
and they vote and then immediately transfer out. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Wait a minute, Senator, we don’t have the ac- 
cess to the American Oil Co., Monsanto, Crossett, or anybody else’s 
board meetings or to know what is going on. It is natural for a man 
to want to be at home if there is work there. But I can tel! you this 
much: If you survey it very carefuliy, Senator, you will find that the 
boom that year was in the pipeline industry. 

The CHAIRMAN. I do not know where the boom was. but they trans- 
ferred back. 

Mr. Durry. Studying these history sheets, we found that not one 
of these men, prior to November 30, 1955, had ever been in 798 before. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am not denying—gentlemen, I said I will sup- 
port Mr. Craddock’s statement in its entirety. I never denied any 
part of it. 

The CHatrmMan. Some of these things are apparently beyond his 
statement that we are asking you about. On the face of this record 
and on the basis of your explanation, one can very well conclude, with- 
out fear of very successful challenge, at least, that this whole thing, 
the transferring in there and transferring out as they did, and hauling 
them down to Baton Rouge to vote, was a part of a scheme to rig an 
election and perpetrate a fraud on other members in that local up 
there who favored the opposition to your candidates. Have you any 
other explanation for it? That is what appears on the face of it. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, you can accuse me as you like and I 
will accept it. 

The Cuarrman. I am not accusing. I am stating the facts. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I will accept that. 

The Cuairman. Very well. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Now, if I may, Senator, can you imagine that 
there are unethical people elected in some offices ? 

The Cuamman. Yes. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. And can you imagine that we feel a responsi- 
bility both to the public and to the Nation ¢ 

Senator Ervin. But you do not feel a responsibility to treat them in 
an unethical manner to defeat them in an unethical manner, do you? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I certainly do. 

Senator Ervin. Do you feel it is all right to use unethical manners 
to defeat a man / 

_ Mr. Eart Grirrin. If I know some facts that are known on occasion, 
Senator, I don’t mind being personally penalized doing what I think 
is best. 

Senator Ervin. You are not penalizing yourself. You are penaliz- 
ing someone else when you use unethical methods to defeat somebody 
in office. 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I wish I could impress you, gentlemen. 

The CHarrman. Mr. Mundie, you have made a check of the Govern- 
ment records pertaining to this job ? 
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Mr. Munpie. That is correct. 

The CHarrman. Have they already been made an exhibit with 
respect to the people who worked and the number of days and weeks 
worked by these people in this trade? 

Mr. Munpvie. They have, sir. 

The Cuarrman. They have already been placed in the record as 
exhibit what ? 

Mr. Munpre. As exhibit No. 4. 

The Cuatrman. In checking those records, you were unable to find 
any records in this union, and none have been supplied you by this 
local union, that you could audit to determine whether all of the 
money was deposited in the bank in this joint venture account that 
was collected from these assessments ? 

Mr. Munprir. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. You found no records from which you can make 
that audit or check in the union ? 

Mr. Munptr. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Inthe local? 

Mr. Munpre. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did you find the record of the employment of these 
people in the Army audit accounts of this project ? 

Mr. Munoir. That is correct, I did. 

The Cuatrman. What do they show with respect to the number of 
days or weeks worked by the men in this trade on this project during 
those yars of 1951, 1952, and 1953? 

Mr. Mounpte. The record shows from August 4, 1951 

The Cuarrman. That was 2 or 3 days before the account was estab- 
lished in the bank, the joint venture account; is that correct ? 

Mr. Munopre. That is corrct. 

To June 20, 1953, a total of 64,111 men were employed. 

The CuHamrman. 64,111? 

Mr. Mcnore. That is correct. And at the rate of $3.50 a week, it 
would make a grand total of $224,388.50. 

The CuatrMan. What do you mean, 64,000? Do you mean different 
men or workdays? 

Mr. Munpie. Workdays. I mean men working per week. I have 
the number of men working per week. 

Mr. Ear Grirrtn. Is that in hours or weeks? 

Mr. Mounpre. This is in weeks. 

The Cuarrman,. You have made the calculation from those records 
to determine how much money would have gone into this joint ven- 
ture account, if the money was collected from those who worked, on 
the basis of $3.50 per week ? 

Mr. Monpte. That is correct. That would be $224,388.50. 

The Cuarrman. That is the total ? 

Mr. Menpre. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. You do not know that it was all collected. Accord- 
ing to some testimony here, the testimony of those on the side that 
have complained and who have made the charges that they were forced 
to pay, there were some who got behind and did not pay and who were 
let out of their jobs. 

Mr. Munprr. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. So you are confident that all of that money was 
not paid in because of some of these things that happened. 
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Mr. Munptie. That is correct. 

The CuatrmMAn. Is there any further explanation in connection 
with it? I want to be fair with Mr. Griffin, because he should know. 
I do not know whether he has had time to read the whole record. 

Mr. Munpte. No, there is no other explanation of it. I started in 
August of 1951 and ended in June of 1953, the same period that the 
bank account was running. 

The CHARMAN. You just covered the peried that the bank account 
was running ¢ 

Mr. Munpie. That is correct, according to the U.S. Army audit 
reports. * 

The CuatrMan. Mr. Griffin, what percentage of the men that 
worked on this job were from your union ¢ 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Well, Senator, I would have to estimate. 

The CuatrMan. All right. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I would say two-fifths. 

The CHarrMANn. Two-fifths were from your union. They all paid ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Eventually they did, Senator. 

The CHarrMAN. There was no one in your union who refused to 
pay who worked, was there ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Generally speaking, all but 1 percent did. 

The CuarrMan. All but 1 percent of the two-fifths paid ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I would say that. 

The CuHarrMAan. How many men did you have in your union that 
worked on this job? 

Mr. Karu Grirrin. I wouldn’t remember. 

The CuarrmMan. What is your membership now ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Senator, I haven’t seen those records in 5 years. 
Iimagine they have 800. I am just guessing. 

Mr. Munpre. Mr. Yocom said 3,000. 

Senator Ervin. Hesaid that many on the job in a certain week. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. But, gentlemen, you are failing to see the fact 
that a man can work 1 day that week, or he might be on the payroll 
for that week and not work a day. 

The Cuatrman. I do not know why he would be on the payroll and 
not work. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. He islisted. Hereare the records, Senator. 

Senator Ervin. All I know is Mr. Yocom said that at times there 
were 3,000 people working on the job. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. No, not at the same time. 

The Cuarrman. I am trying to unravel this thing. I do not want 
to make a record if it is not correct. I want to give you every reason 
to explain it. From those records you do not have any record, no 
ledger or record kept by you that could be audited to go back to figure 
out if all of these men paid, or if, when they did pay, that money went 
into this joint venture account? You have no records to show it, have 
you? 

Mr. Eart Grirrtn. Senator McClellan, I have looked religiously. 
[ am still looking. But everything that is now down there we are 
going back through and turning over twice on each side. Here is a 
record—— 

The CrrairMan. It seems to me that anybody operating in a manner 
like this would have kept a record of each man and what he paid. 
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Mr. Earu Grirrin. We did on our card indexes, Senator. If you 
would get the young ladies to testify 

The CHairMAN. “It looks to me like it would have been audited, 
You were handling a lot of money. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. It was audited by our finance committee. 

The Cuatrman. The audit reports that you show here do not show 
anything except that somuch money was distributed. 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I am not an auditor or a photographer, but we 
found the finest auditors we could find. These are the only audit 
records I find. But here is a record of employment on certain clays, 
maybe not on the days you want, but I am sure that evidently we have 
had some mis-testimony somewhere. 

The Cuatrman. Are there any further questions? 

Allright. Proceed to interrogate him regarding the expenses. 

Mr. ApLerRMAN. I will try to be as brief as possible on this. I know 
it is late. 

There are certain expenditures that were made on behalf of the 
union which we would like to ask you some questions about. I see 
there are some that are Christmas gifts. Were those Christmas gifts 
authorized by the union, by the membership ¢ 

Mr. Kart Grirrin. Lam sure they were. 

Mr. Apterman. There were 20 diplomat briefcases at $57.50 each; 
20 men’s two-suiter cases at $79 each; 4 ladies’ wardrobe cases; pilot 
flight cases at $69 each, 2 of them; 2 ladies’ hat and shoe cases—— 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Those went to the local union, those two, those 
pilot briefcases. 

Mr. ApterMAN. One for you and one for your brother ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. They are there at the local. They are there 
for whoever needs to use them. ‘They are in the airplane, the local’s 
airplane, one of them, and one has never been usec. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Were they authorized by the membership ¢ 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. I am sure they were. 

Mr. Durry. Mr. Griffin, did you have anything to do with the dis- 
bursement or purchase of these gifts yourself ? 

Mr. Earu Grirrin. Well, I recommended what types, I imagine, to 
get. 

Mr. Durry. You had nothing to do with the local union at that 
time, did you? This is 1958. 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. If you are wanting testimony, I would not 
swear, but I am reasonably sure that they would say: “Will these be 
good gifts? Would you recommend these gifts?” I am bound to 
have had something to do with it. I might not have, but I just feel 
that I did, since I was there. 

Mr. ApitErRMAN. I notice there are some other expenditures in the 
nature of sporting goods, like tackle and fishing bait; an outboard 
motor for aad at $148; a pump gun for $104; a rifle at. $120; a fishing 
reel for $30; a rod at $25; a 14-foot boat for $195: a Remington auto- 
matic shotgun at $105; two pairs buckle overshoes, $12.14; electric 
blanket at $42; three insulated hunting coats at $104. 

What was the purpose of these items, the purchase of these items ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. For business use. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. For business use / 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. We sell labor. That is all we have to sell is 
labor, and it is quite competitive. 
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Mr. AptERMAN. Why would you buy sporting equipment ? 

Mr. Earu GRIFFIN. Well. most men who work, if they have any time 
off, they enjoy sports more than anything else. I have always found 
that that——— 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Who would use this equipment ; 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Company supervision, associates from withou 
our State, from over the country. 

Mr. ApLeRMAN. Did you use it? 

Mr. Eart Grirrixn. Me? If I were with them I would get the bene- 
fit out of it on occasions. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Did you ever use it without them being present? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. You are speaking of what, a motor or a boat ? 

Mr. ApterMAN. A motor ora boat? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. I am quite certain on occasions I have used it, 
thesame as I have the automobile. 

Mr. ApterMAN. Where were the motor and outboard motor kept ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Just like the photograph equipment and other 
stuff. I was responsible for it at the time I was in office. 

Mr. AptermMan. Where did you keep this hunting equipment ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Some of it in the garage, sometimes in the local 
union, sometimes left on the river. 

Mr. ApLeERMAN. Did you havea fish eamp ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrin. Me? Surely. Well, now, I say I have a fish 
camp. We have built . up over a period of years. If you want to 
all it mine, it started at scrap and the union has always used it. J] 
have not stayed in it j years. I have visited it on occasions a to 
times a year. 

Mr. Apterm an. Whe hastitle to it?) Whoowns it? 

Mr. Fart Grirrin. I don’t even know that there is any record of it. 

Mr. ApLERMAN. Do you keep the equipment at that fish camp ? 

Mr. Eart Grirrrn. A lot of it. I say a lot, there is the boat and 
motor kept down there. 


Mr. ApterMAN. And do you and your brother use it mostly ? 
Mr. Ear te tN. [ have been fishing, f guess, three or four times 
in2 years. Maybe a half of dozen times. I could not be specific, but 


{ 
if you call that using it, I would. J 
by guests, manage ent. 

Mr. Apterman. I have no further questions. 

The Cuatrman. I am sorry we will not have the opportunity to 
further interrogate a about these matters, and I don’t want to 
ask you now to come back up here, and I don’t want to hold you over 
until tomorrow. 

May I suggest to your counsel that he read over this record, and he 
has seen the other, if - wants to keep it tonight and go over it so he 
can mark anything—I don’t want to release it to the press—if he 
wants to look them over he may and go over them to get into his mind 
any of this testimony. 

Then if he wishes to furt] ‘answer anything that is in the record, 
you may prepare an affidavit in proper form and send it up here to 
us. I am doing that, trving to be accommodating, and not to keep 
you here. I don’t want to deny to him the opportunity to place any 
material fact in the record that you think we should have in it. I 


don’t know how to do it any better than that. We have to leave now 
— 


ut it is mostly used by members, 
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Mr. Gentry. I can keep these how long ? 

The Cuarman. How long will you be? 

Mr. Gentry. I will be here until this weekend, anyhow. 

The Cuartrman. As long as you are here in Washington you may 
keep them. I don’t want you to take them away. : 

Mr. Gentry. May I make copies of what I think is pertinent ? 

The CuHatrrman. You may make notes, but don’t make photostatic 
copies. I can’t do that. I am going overboard right now to accom- 
modate you. 

Mr. Gentry. If you don’t want that done, to be frank and candid 
with you, it will not be done. 

The Cuatrman. I don’t want it actually copied, but you may make 
notes upon which you may predicate any refutation of it. I cannot 
just release these records. 

Well, with that, the committee will be in recess, subject to the call 
of the Chair. 

The record will be kept for such further information as the com- 
mittee may desire to receive.* 

(Whereupon, the committee recessed at 6:39 p.m., to reconvene 
subject to the call of the Chair. Members of the subcommittee present 
at time of recess: Senators McClellan and Ervin.) 


*See appendix, p. 237. 








APPENDIX 


After these hearings had been concluded, several documents per- 
taining to the matter under investigation were received by the sub- 
committee. Pursuant to the instructions of the chairman, they have 
been made exhibits and are reproduced below. 


ExHIBIT No. 34 


AFFIDAVIT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I, Mrs. M. C. Carter, who currently resides at 908 Haney Avenue, El Dorado, 
Ark., make the following statement : 

From July 1949 to July 1955 I was employed as secretary and bookkeeper in 
the office of local 706, Steamfitters & Plumbers Union, El Dorado, Ark. 

During the period 1951-54, the Government constructed a large arsenal at 
Pine Bluff, Ark. It was a huge construction job and a large number of men 
worked out of local 706. In conversations with Earl Griffin, business manager 
of local 706, he advised me that everyone was required to pay a weekly assess- 
ment that worked on this job. I kept a record of the assessment moneys that 
eame into the office of local 706. Most of the workers on this job were members 
of local 706. I kept cards on the assessment payments received from members, 
not only of local 706 workers, but also from individuals from local 665 and 
local 155. Nothing was ever said to me about voluntary contributions from 
workers on the Pine Bluff job. Everyone was required to pay the ‘assessment 
money, thus very few were delinquent in their payment. I cannot recall ever 
making up a list of people on the Pine Bluff job that were delinquent in their 
assessment payments. However, if I did make up such a list, all workers on the 
Pine Bluff job whom we had a record on in the office were put on the list if he 
was behind in his payments. No distinction was made between members of 
local 706 and members of other locals because all members were required to pay 
the weekly assessment into local 706. All the assessment moneys that were de- 
livered to the office of local 706 were delivered by Mr. “Red” Yocum or Mr. 
Bar! Griffin. 

I am currently waiting for portcall to join my husband in Germany. 

The above statement is true and accurate to my best knowledge. 


Mrs. M. C. CARTER. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of August 1960. 


[SEAL] A. DEBOSER, 


Notary Public. 
My commission expires July 26, 1961. 


EXHIBIT No. 35 


FEDERAL REcorDS CENTER, GSA, 
U.S. NAVAL STATION, BurILpINne 10, 
New Orleans, La., November 8, 1960. 
M. L. J. Durry, 
Senate McClellan Investigating Committee, Room 101, Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 


DEAR MR. Durry: The additional searches relating to retained records of the 
Blaw-Knox Co., CPFF contract No. DA-49-129-eng 99, which you requested on 
November 7, 1960, have been completed. 
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We have extracted the payrolls pertinent to the new categories of data yoy 
established ; there are 157 payrolls involved. 

An analysis of these payrolls is attached hereto. This shows, by weekly pay- 
roll number and date, the following: (1) 956 employees in code 12 classification 
who worked 8 hours or less; and (2) 3,068 employees in code 12 Classification 
who worked more than 8 hours but not exceeding 16 hours. 

In rechecking certain figures forwarded in the recapitulation of November 4. 
1960, a typographical error has been noted in connection with payroll 155, dated 
January 15, 1954. For this payroll, under the column entiled “Number of em- 
ployees who worked 16 hours or less,” please change the figure 16 to 1. This 
revises the grand total from 4,039 to 4,024. 

Kindly also make this correction—inserting 4,024 in lieu of 4,089—in para- 
graphs 3 and 4 of my covering letter, dated November 4, 1960. 

We are glad to learn that the recapitulation forwarded on November 4 has 
proved to be of assistance to you. 

J. E. Rice, Chief. 
ANALYSIS OF PAYROLLS 


Blaw-Knox Co., contract DA-129-eng 99: BKC 3615, Pine Bluff, Ark., showing 
number of code 12 employees by payroll; and grouped thereunder according to 
(1) employees who worked 8 hours or less; and (2) employees who worked more 
than 8 hours but not exceeding 16 hours. 
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Sei: F Je ] 0 168 .---| Apr. 24, 1954 0 0 
at el l l 170 ales May 1,1954 0 0 
Bihiedae ---| Aug. 15, 0 2'| 171 May 8, 1954 0 0 
BeBs~s00s Aug. 2: 0 l 72 May 15, 1954 0 0 
Bh ina Gi Aug. 2 0 0 , eo = May 22, 1954 0 0 
136 ; Sept. 5,1 ( 0 74 May 29, 1954 0 0 
137 inked ept. 12, 1953 1 ) 175 June 5, 1954 0 0 
i bktbitwes Sept. 19, 1953 0 1 176 June 12, 1954 0 0 
130............| Sept. 26, 1953 ( l 177 June 19, 1954 0 0 
oe. a Oct. 33,1953 ( l 178 June 26, 1954 0 () 
eaaimna “ Oct. 10,1953 0) 0 179 : July 3, 1954 0 0 
MLL eee --| Oct. 17, 1953 0 0 180 July 10,1954 0 0 
Mi cccc.-.-.-| OCb.. 38,1053 0 0 cd July 17,1954 0 0 
144___- ---e~| Oct. 31, 1953 0 ( 182 Ju 24,1954 0} 0 
az Nov. 7, 1953 0 () 
146............| Nov. 14, 1053 0 0 Grand tota 
acticin us obits Nov. 21, | 3 0 0 pp. 1, 2, 
a A 0 0 3, 4 956 3, 068 
Dec. 5, 1953 ) 0 


To Whom It May Concern: 

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, all figures listed in the 
foregoing analysis are true and correct, as based on actual figures in retained 
payrolls of CPP Contract No. DA—49—-129-eng 99, in custody of this Center. 

J. E. RIce. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA., November 8, 1960. 


EXHIBIT No. 36 


AFFIDAVIT OF NORWOOD DEAI 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Jefferson, 88: 

I am Norwood Deal and I live at 312 Laurel Street in Pine Bluff, Ark. At 
the present time I am working for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. on the Inter- 
national Paper Co. job in Pine Bluff, Ark. 

During 1951 and 1954 Blaw-Knox Construction Co. Was constructing the Pine 
Bluff Arsenal for the U.S. Government and I was an employee of Blaw-Knox 
Construction Co. during that time for the construction of this arsenal. I was 
empioyed by Blaw-Knox at that time as a journeyman pipefitter and I worked 
there on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job during this period of time for approxi- 
mately 4 months. I secured my job through local 706 although I was not a 
member of local 706. I went to work on the job and worked there and I did 
pay $3.50 a week into local 706 while I was working on the job, but it was paid 
strictly as a voluntary contribution. 
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No one ever told me that I had to make this payment, but it was strictly 
understood by me and everyone in my crew that if anybody wanted to make 
a $3.50 contribution into local 706 to help defray the expenses of policing the 
job that they could do so or they could pay any other amount or they could 
pay none at all. While I was on the job I know of no one who was discriminated 


against for not paying this $3.50 per week. I know of no one who was eyer 
fired or run off from the job for not paying it and it was understood by everyone 
concerned that it was a voluntary contribution. 
I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 
Norwoop Demat. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of October 1960. 
THELMA R. LAMPLEY, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires, February 20, 1964. 


EXHIBIT ‘No. 37 


AFFIDAVIT OF WALTER J. MARTIN, Sr. 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Garland, ss: 

My name is Walter J. Martin, Sr., and I live in Hot Springs, Ark. I have 
lived in Hot Springs all my life and now reside at 120 Mountain View Street. 
I have been a member of Local Union 454 of the United Association for many 
years and I was a member of Local 454 of the United Association from 1951 
to 1954 when the Pine Bluff Arsenal job was being constructed at Pine Bluff, Ark., 
by Blaw-Knox Construction Co. 

I worked on the above job approximately 22 months. I started out on this 
job as a foreman and was a foreman for approximately 6 months and then I 
was promoted to a general foreman. During the time I was a foreman on the 
project I collected $3.50 per week from everyone in my crew who desired to pay 
this amount. Everyone who desired to pay this amount was given a receipt 
by me and I turned this money over to Mr. J. C. Swailes who took it to the 
union office in El Dorado. I was never told by “Red’ Yocum, Earl Griffin, 
J. C. Swailes, or anyone else, that every man in my crew must pay this assess- 
ment in order to continue to work on the job. In fact, I was told just the 
opposite—that the moneys which were collected by me on the job were to be 
strictly a voluntary contribution from all of the men who were not members 
of local 706. I myself paid $3.50 per week into the treasury of local 706, but 
I did this strictly as a voluntary contribution, knowing full well that I was 
under no obligation to do so. I paid this money into local 706 due to the fact 
that local 706 had jurisdiction over the job and it was their duty to maintain 
the wages, hours, and working conditions on the job and, of course, they had 
to have money in order to police this job properly. There were some people 
in my crew who did not pay this voluntary contribution and to the best of 
my memory at the present time there were three or four who did not pay, but 
I do not remember their names at the present time. It would probably show 
on my record if I could find my old record, but at the present time I am not 
able to find it. The people who did not make this voluntary contribution into 
local 706 were never discriminated against in any way. They were never told 
that they had to pay up in order to work, but they worked on the job just the 
same as the other men who did make this voluntary contribution. 

I remember very distinctly that Mr. J. C. Swailes, who was the president 
of local union 706 at that time and also my piping superintendent, that if there 
was anybody in my crew or anybody else on the job that did not want to pay 
the $3.50 voluntary contribution into local 706 that that was perfectly all 
right, that they were under no obligation to pay. 

I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my knowl- 
edge and belief. 

WALTER J. MARTIN, Sr. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] C. H. USsrEry, 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires September 4, 1963. 
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ExHIBIT No. 38 


AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES E. GoopWwIN 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Garland, ss: 

My name is James BE. Goodwin and I am at the present time residing at 
Route 4, Box 106, El Dorado, Ark., and am now working at Hot Springs, Ark. 
J have been a member of local union 706 in El Dorado, Ark., since 1947. I was 
a member of local union 706 from 1951 through 1954 and during that period 
of time I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job. I worked about a year as a 
foreman, about 6 or 8 months as a general foreman and some time as a journey- 
man pipefitter. Iwas one of the last people on the job. 

I was instructed by the business office of local 706 while I was general foreman 
that the members of other local unions other than 706 and the nonmembers of 
any union who were working on the job were not required to pay $3.50 per 
week as the bylaws of local 706 require the members of 706 to pay when they 
are working. It was strictly understood by me and every other foreman that 
I know of on the job who was collecting this money that the money which 
they collected from members other than 706 was strictly on a voluntary basis 
and that the people who were working on the job were under no obligation or 
compulsion to make any payments into local 706 in order to work there. 

During the time that I worked there I know of several people who did not 
make any voluntary contribution into local 706 and they worked on the job 
just exactly the same as anyone else without any discrimination or the like. 

I have been in fairly regular attendance at the union meetings of 706 and I 
always felt that I was free to get up on the floor and express my opinion upon 
any subject that came upon the floor for discussion or to bring up any subject 
that I might so desire. I know of no one in local 706 who does not feel that 
he is able to do so and I know of no one in local 706 who has ever been dis- 
criminated against for expressing his opinion on the floor upon any subject 
which might come before the body. 

I remember two meetings which were held of the people who were working 
on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job in a park near the job site. I remember that 
the meeting was conducted by Mr. J. C. Swailes and Mr. Earl Griffin made a 
speech at this meeting. The purpose of the meeting was to inform all of the 
people on the job who were not members of local 706 that they need not pay 
any money into local 706 unless they chose to do so voluntarily. Mr. Earl 
Griffin specifically stated this to everyone present and there were several hun- 
dred of the men on the job in attendance. He stated that if anyone had paid 
any money into local 706 under coercion or with the misunderstanding that they 
had to pay any money into 706 in order to hold their job that if they would 
stand and be recognized that their money would be refunded to them immediately. 

Anyone who could understand the English language could certainly under- 
stand after Mr. Griffin got through talking that no one was to pay any money 
into local 706 under duress, but that if they did not desire to pay any money 
into local 706 they did not have to and if they chose to pay any money in to 
help defray the expenses of policing the job, it would be purely on a voluntary 
basis. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

JAMES FEF. Goopwin. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] Cc. H. Ussery, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires September 4, 1963. 


ExuIBIT No. 39 


AFFIDAVIT OF FRED J. DANIELS 
STATE oF ARKANSAS, 
County of Ouachita, ss: 


I am Fred J. Daniels, and I live at Camden, Ark. My post office box is 445, 
and my telephone number is TE 44205. I am now working for the Arkansas 
Highway Department as job superintendent of division No. 7, with headquarters 
in Camden, Ark. 
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Between 1952 and 1954 I was employed at the Pine Bluff Arsenal job in Pine 
Bluff, Ark., for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. as a journeyman pipefitter anq 
pipetitter foreman. I was a foreman for approximately 1 year and 3 months, 
During the time I was a foreman on this job Orris M. Nix was a journeyman 
pipefitter directly under my supervision. Nix had been goofing off on the job, 
and I told him several times he would have to stay on the job and do his work 
if he wanted to remain an employee there. After having warned him severg] 
times, [ found him over in another building from where he was supposed to be. 
He had gone to lunch, and as he hadn’t returned to his assigned work I began 
to look for him as I didn’t know what had happened to him. 

When I found him I asked him if he was working over where he was. J] 
don’t remember exactly what he said, but he told me in effect he was supposed 
to be working on his assigned job over in building 51 where he was Working 
before lunch. He finally came on back over to building 51, and I told him then 
if he couldn’t stay on the job I couldn’t use him or didn’t need him. He told 
me that he didn’t believe that I could terminate him so I started on to the 
office. He followed me on to the office and a man by the name of Red Lamb 
came to the office with Nix. I talked to the general foreman, George Stewart, 
and told him the whole story about Nix not working. Mr. Stewart then went 
and immediately wrote out Nix’s time and gave it to him. Red Lamb also said 
if I was going to give Nix his time to give him his also, which I did. 

He was not discharged for not paying any union dues or assessments. I don’t 
remember whether Nix paid any assessments or not. There were some of the 
men in my crew who paid money into local 706 of El Dorado, but there were 
many who did not. I collected this money from the men in my crew who wanted 
to pay and turned this money over to the general foreman and the job steward. 

No one ever told me to collect $3.50 per week or terminate the ones who didn’t 
pay. The men in my crew who paid and those who didn’t pay were all treated 
alike. 

I was a member of local 706 of the united association at the time I fired Nix 
and am still a member of that organization, but very seldom do I ever go toa 
meeting. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct. 

FreD J. DANIELS, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 

LILLIE MANN, 
Votary Public. 
My commission expires February 27, 1964. 


iwxuHipir No. 40 


AFFIDAVIT OF DAN DIETRICH AND HENRY DIETRICH 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Jefferson, ss: 

We, Dan Dietrich of 2301 West 17th Street, Pine Bluff, Ark., and Henry 
Dietrich of 2110 Mulberry Street, Pine Bluff, Ark., desire to make the following 
statement: 

We were both employed on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job for approximately 2 
years during its construction between the years 1951 and 1954. We were both 
members of Local Union 665 of the United Association during that period of time 
and we are still members of Local 665 of the United Association. 

We were both sent out on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job which was being con- 
structed by Blaw-Knox Construction Co. by our then business agent, Ray 
Chambless. 

During the time that we worked on this job we paid $3.50 per week into 
local 706 of El Dorado, Ark., as a voluntary contribution toward the payment 
of the costs for policing the job and maintaining the wages, hours, and working 
conditions, and to see that the rights of the employees were enforced. 

It was strictly understood by us and by everyone else concerned that any 
moneys which we paid into local 706 was a voluntary contribution. We re 
member on one occasion when “Red” Yocum was coming by to collect this money 
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when a person in our crew asked him, “Red, is it necessary for us to pay this 
money into local 706?” To this question “Red” Yocum replied as follows: 
“No, it is not necessary that you pay it into local 706.” “Red” Yocum stated to 
us specifically that we were not required to pay any money into local 706 to 
hold our jobs or to maintain our position there with the Blaw-Knox Co. on this 
construction project. He specifically stated this on the above occasion which 
we both heard. 

We remember two occasions where there was a meeting at the park near the 
jobsite which was attended by several hundred of the fitters on this particular 
job and at that meeting Mr. Earl Griffin made the statement that no one on 
the job was required to pay local union 706 any money in order to remain 
employed on that job, but that if anybody wanted to make a voluntary con- 
tribution, it would be accepted by local 706. Mr. Griffin thoroughly explained 
it to the audience on both occasions that if anybody had paid any money into 
local 706 with the misunderstanding that they were required to do so in order 
to hold their job with Blaw-Knox in building this arsenal at Pine Bluff that 
if they would raise their hand and come up to him or contact him in any way, 
he would see that any moneys which they paid under such a misunderstanding 
was promptly refunded. 

It was understood by everyone concerned that no one on the job was re- 
quired to pay local 706 any money to remain employed there. 

We have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of our knowledge and belief. 

HENRY DIETRICH. 
DAN DIETRICH. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] K. N. ALEXANDER, 
Notary Public. 

My commission expires January 21, 1962. 


Exutpsit No, 41 
AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM ROLAND McApoo 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Jefferson, ss: 

Iam William Roland McAdoo, and I reside at 11 Shirley Street in Pine Bluff, 
Ark., and I am at the present time employed by the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. 

During 1951 to 1954, the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. was constructing the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal near Pine Bluff, Ark., and I was employed on this job by 
Blaw-Knox Construction Co. as a journeyman pipefitter and as a foreman. 
During the time that I was working there I was working out of local 29 in 
Fort Smith, Ark. 

During the time I was working there no one told me that we had to pay 
$3.50 per week working assessment to local 706 in order to hold our job there, 
but it was understood that if we desired to pay any money into local 706 it 
was a voluntary contribution. 

I worked on this job 2 years, lacking 2 months, and during this period of 
time some weeks I would make a contribution to local 706 in the sum of $3.50 
a week and some weeks I wouldn’t make any contribution at all. The weeks 
that I didn’t make any contribution I was not discriminated against in any 
way. No one ever told me that I had to make these $3.50 payments in order 
to hold my job there and I felt that the money that I paid to 706 was strictly 
a contribution on my part to help defray some of the expenses of policing the 
job and maintaining the wages, hours, and working conditions there on the job. 

I was working on the job when there was a meeting in the park near the 
jobsite in which Mr. Earl Griffin, the business agent of local 706, made a 
speech in which he told all of the hands present, and there were several hundred 
of the hands present, that if anyone had paid $3.50 a week or any other sum 
into local 706 with the misunderstanding that they were obligated to do so, 
that if they would come forward or raise their hand or contact him in any 
way, he would refund their money if they so desired. It was made very plain 
by Mr. Griffin at this meeting that no one on this job was required to pay any 
sum to maintain his job there at the Pine Bluff Arsenal. 
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I left this job of my own free will and accord and went to Saginaw, Mich,, 
and went to work on a better job. 
I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 
WILLIAM ROLAND McApoo, 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of October 1960. 
HUBERT EF. SLATEN, Jr., 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires January 15, 1964. 





ExuiBit No. 42 


AFFIDAVIT OF EARL W. ALEXANDER 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 

Iam Earl W. Alexander and I reside at 3202 Violet Street in Pine Bluff, Ark, 
At the present time I am employed by the Southern Electric Pipefitting Corp, 
which is doing some construction work at the International Paper Co. in Pine 
Bluff, Ark. I have been employed on this job for several months. In 1951 I also 
worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. I was a 
foreman and a general foreman on this job. I worked on this job from 1951 
through 1954 as a foreman and as a general foreman. I was one of the last 
people to leave the job. I was initiated into local 706 in 1947 and remained a 
member of that local until I went to work on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job when I 
transferred into the Pine Bluff local which number is 665. While I was a 
member of the Pine Bluff local and working on the arsenal job I paid no assess- 
ments into local 706 during the time that I was there and a member of 665 as it 
was strictly understood by everyone on the job that nonmembers of 706 were 
not required to make any payments into 706. I did not make any payments into 
local 706 while I was a member of local 665, that is, from the latter part of 1951 
through 1954 when I as working on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job. It was under- 
stood by everybody working on the job that those who wished to make a volun- 
tary contribution or donation to local 706 might do so in order to help defray 
the expenses of local 706 in policing the job and maintaining our wages, hours, 
and working conditions. However, I did not choose to make any payments into 
local 706 and as a consequence I did not. No one ever told me that I had to make 
any payments into local 706. No one ever made any statement to me as foreman 
or general foreman to collect money from nonmembers or members of local 706 
or run them off the job or fire them. It was understood by everybody that they 
would not be discriminated against in any way in the event that they did not 
make these assessments or payments. It was strictly understood by everybody 
concerned that if they were not a member of local 706 and they paid any money 
into local 706 that it was a voluntary contribution. Ray Chambless was the 
business agent of local union 665 during the construction of the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal job and he was also working on the job as a foreman. He collected 
some of this money for local 706, but I am sure that he knew it was a voluntary 
contribution and that the men that he collected from did not have to pay it. 
As a matter of fact, I am certain that Ray Chambless never paid any assess- 
ments into local 706 and he worked there almost as long as I did. 

I was in regular attendance of the local union meetings of 665 during this 
period of time and no one ever expressed any opinion or got up and made any 
statement on the floor of our local union meetings about being required to pay an 
assessment into local 706 in order to hold their job. Everyone understood that 
if they did make any payment to 706 it was a purely voluntary contribution. 
Some of the men did make voluntary contributions in varying amounts up to 
$3.50 per week into local 706, but I know of many who did not. IT remember on 
two oceasions when meetings were held in the park near the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job. This is a city park in Pine Bluff, Ark., and it is called Oakland Park. 
There were several hundred people in attendance at that meeting and I remember 
distinctly that Ray Chambless was at these meetings. These meetings were con- 
ducted by Mr. J. C. Swailes, who is now deceased, and he was president of local 
706. After the meeting was called to order Mr. Earl Griffin, the business gent 
of 706, got up and told all of the hundreds of men present that it was not neces- 
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sary for them to make a $3.50 per week payment to local 706 in order to hold 
their job at the arsenal. He explained this situation to them in detail and made 
it very plain that no one was required to make this payment into local 706 if they 
were not a member there. He stated that the bylaws of local 706 applied to the 
members of local 706 concerning a working assessment, but that the nonmem- 
pers of local 706 did not have to abide by this bylaw and were not required to 
pay anything into local 706 unless they so desired to make a voluntary contribu- 
tion. That was thoroughly explained and it was explained to them that if they 
did not desire to make a voluntary contribution, they did not have to and would 
not be discriminated against in any way. Mr. Griffin further stated at this 
meeting that if anyone had paid an assessment into local 706 under the misunder- 
standing that they were required to do so, that if they would raise their hand 
and come forward and give him the name and the amount that they had paid, 
he would refund such sum if they so desired or they could write a letter or 
contact an officer of the local union and any moneys which they had paid under 
a misunderstanding would be refunded to them. I remember Mr. Chambless 
being at this meeting because Mr. Swailes specifically asked Mr. Chambless if 
he had anything to say and Mr. Chambless declined to say anything. He said 
that Brother Griffin had covered about everything. 

I also remember attending the Arkansas State Pipe Trades Association semi- 
annual convention at El Dorado, Ark., which began on November 15, 1952. 

At this meeting Earl Griffin also made a statement concerning the Pine Bluff 
job and at that time stated that anyone who made a payment into local 706 
‘which was not a member of 706 did so voluntarily; that they were under no 
obligation to do so. I remember Mr. Ray Chambless being at this meeting and 
he made absolutely no comment on Mr. Griffin’s speech or in any way intimated 
that anyone was being required to pay an assessment to local 706 in order to 
hold their job on the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. project at the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal. 

At the time of the Pine Bluff Arsenal job I was on the executive board of 
local 665. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

EARL W. ALEXANDER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] VINEY CONGLETON, 
Notary Public. 

My commission expires February 23, 1963. 


ExuipBir No. 43 


AFFIDAVIT OF R. W. BRUMMETT 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
County of Hines, ss: 

Iam R. W. Brummett and I reside at 4407 Jackson Highway, Jackson 9, Miss. 
I am a member of local union 681 of Jackson, Miss., and I was business agent 
of that local union from 1949 through 1959. At the present time I am employed 
asa superintendent by Blaw-Knox Construction Co. 

I remember in 1951 through 1954 when the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. was 
constructing the Pine Bluff Arsenal at Pine Bluff, Ark. I remember that they 
needed men, particularly pipefitters, very badly on this job and I sent some of 
the members of local 681 of Jackson, Miss., over to the Pine Bluff Arsenal job to 
go to work. It was my understanding that local 706 had jurisdiction of this job. 
None of my members who worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job ever complained 
to me or ever stated to me that they were required to pay $3.50 per week into 
the treasury of local 706 in order to work on the job. It was my understanding 
that some of the men did make some voluntary contributions into the treasury 
of local 706 while they were working on the job and that some of the men who 
worked on the Pine Bluff job who were members of my local did not make any 
voluntary contribution. I know of no member of local 681 while I was business 
agent of that local who worked on the Pine Bluff job who was laid off Or dis- 
charged from the job due to the fact that they didn’t make any payments into 
local 706 while they were employed on the job. 
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I wish to also state that I was secretary of the Mississippi Pipe Trades Aggo- 
ciation during the period of the construction of the Pine Bluff Arsenal job ‘at 
Pine Bluff, Ark., and that all of the local unions in Mississippi would meet ang 
discuss various problems every so often. At no time was anything ever brought 
up before our Mississippi Pipe Trades convention or meeting that any of the 
people that went to work from any of the locals in Mississippi were required 
to pay a $3.50 per week or any other amount into local union 706 in order to 
hold their jobs on the Pine Bluff Arsenal. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

R. W. BruMMerrt, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] WorbA R. BEASLEY, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires January 14, 1961. 


ExHIBIT No. 44 
AFFIDAVIT OF R. K. SCHAEFFER 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I am R. K. Schaeffer and I live at Louann, Ark. I am now a member of local 
706. However, during the time the Pine Bluff Arsenal was being constructed 
by the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. I was a member of 665 in Pine Bluff, Ark. 
I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job as a journeyman pipefitter and I paid 
as a voluntary contribution the sum of $3.50 per week into local 706. I paid this 
voluntary contribution into local 706 although I was a member of local 665 
because 706 had the expenses of policing the job and maintaining our wages, 
hours, and working conditions out there and I wanted to contribute my part 
because it was a good job and I wanted to maintain the conditions. Nobody 
ever told me that I had to pay the $3.50 a week working assessment, but it was 
strictly understood by me that it was a voluntary contribution. I was told 
this upon many occasions and I heard Mr. Griffin make two speeches that the 
money that nonmembers of local 706 paid into local 706 was strictly a voluntary 
contribution and no one was obligated to do so. My foreman on this job was 
George Wolfe. He was the one to whom I paid my contribution. George Wolfe 
explained to the people in our crew that the nonmembers of 706 did not have 
to pay the $3.50 per week unless they wanted to. I was there on the job until 
it closed and it was finished in 1954. 

I would also like to state that in 1957 I cleared into local 706 and I have 
been a member of local 706 since that time. I have always felt that I could 
get up on the floor at the union meetings and express my opinion upon any 
question that might arise at the union meeting or bring up any subject which 
I desired to bring up witheut fear cf being discriminated against or any re- 
prisals taken against me. I know of no one in local 706 since I have been a 
member here and my observation of the local before I became a member who 
has been discriminated against. As a matter of fact, if I felt it was that kind 
of a local I would have never cleared into local 706 and become a member of 
it in 1957. 

I have read the foregoing affidavit and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

R. K. SCHAEFFER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] C. W. DANCER, 
Notary Public. 

My comiiission expires March 21, 1968. 
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Exuisit No. 45 
AFFIDAVIT OF J. E. Cook AND C. P. THOMPSON 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

We both live in Camden, Ark., and we have been members of local 706 for a 
number of years. We both worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job in 1951 through 
1954, at various times. Both of us were foremen on the job and made the 
collections of the assessments which were against local 706 men. Both of us 
told the men in our crews who were not members of local 706 that they did not 
have to pay this working assessment, but if they wished to donate something 
into local 706 to help defray the expenses of maintaining the wages, hours, and 
working conditions there that it would be accepted as a voluntary contribution. 
Some of the men in our crews made a voluntary contribution and some of them 
did not. J. E. Cook states that he only had one man in his crew who was not a 
member of local 706 and he was a member of the Pine Bluff local. This man never 
did make any payments into local 706 while he was working on the job. He 
made his payments to the Pine Bluff local. No one ever discriminated against 
him for not making a contribution to local 706 and he worked on the job and 
had the same rights and privileges that anyone else did in the crew. J. E. 
Cook states that he left this job before it was over and this man out of the Pine 
Bluff local who never made any contribution to local 706 was still working at 
at that time. CC. P. Thompson states that he had about 10 men in his crew. 
About five of them were from local 706 and members thereof and the other 
five were not members of local 706. C. P. Thompson further states that the 
five men in the crew who were not members of local 706 did not make any pay- 
inent to him to give to local 706 as a voluntary contribution. That these people 
were treated the same as anybody else on the job and they were not discrimi- 
nated against in any way for not making a voluntary contribution to local 706. 

We would further like to state that we remember a meeting which was held 
at the park near the jobsite in which Mr. Earl Griffin, the then business agent of 
706, specifically stated that nonmembers of local 706 were not required to make 
any payment in order to hold their jobs out there, but if they wanted to make 
a voluntary contribution toward the expenses of local 706, it would be accepted. 
Mr. Griffin further stated at this meeting that if there was anyone there that 
had paid any money into local 706 with the misunderstanding that they were 
required to do so to hold their job that if they would come and give him their 
names or send their names in to the office, that any money that they had paid 
in would be refunded to them if they so desired. 

We have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of our knowledge and belief. 

J. E. Coox, 
C. P. THOMPSON. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 

[SEAL | C. W. DANCER, 

Notary Public. 

My commission expires March 21, 1963. 


EXHIBIT No. 46 


AFFIDAVIT OF W. A. McMAHAN, A. A. Mattiocn, B. E. Craic, AND W. T. “RED” 
HARRIS 

STATE OF ARKANSAS, 

County of Union, ss: 

Our names are W. A. McMahan, who lives on the Smackover Highway in 
Union County, Ark., A. A. Malloch, who lives in El Dorado, Ark., B. E. Craig, 
who lives in El Dorado, Ark., and W. T. “Red” Harris, who lives near Wesson, 
on the Wesson-E1 Dorado Highway. 

We were all foremen or general foremen on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job 
Which was being constructed by the Blaw-Knox Construction Co, during 1951 
to 1953. We worked there at various times, but all of us worked on this job 

proximately 2 years. At the time we were foremen on this job we collected 
the assessments from the members of local 706 who were required to pay the 
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assessments under the bylaws of the local union. We also collected voluntary 
contributions of other people who were working on this job in the pipefitting 
trade, who were not members of local 706, when they desired to make a voluntary 
contribution to the Iocal union. It was understood by all of the people on the 
job and all of the men under us that the members of local 706 Were required to 
pay this money because of the bylaws and that the nonmembers of local 706 were 
under no obligation to make any voluntary contribution to local 706. Many of 
the people under us there on the job made voluntary contributions and we 
collected same and turned it in to the local union. There were many men on 
the job who did not make a voluntary contribution and they kept working just 
as well as the men that did make the voluntary contribution. We told the 
people on the job who were not members of 706 if they desired to make aq 
voluntary contribution to help defray the expenses of policing the job and paying 
for the expenses of maintaining our wages, hours, and working conditions, that 
it would be welcome and everyone understood that they were not under an 
obligation to pay anything to local 706 in order to hold their jobs there. Each of 
us can remember people who worked on the job who did not pay anything into 
local 706 who worked there as long as anybody else. 

At no time did the job steward, “Red” Yocum, or Earl Griffin, the then 
business agent of local 706, or anyone else ever tell us that we had to collect 
$3.50 per week from every man on the job or that the man would not be working 
on the job. No one ever intimated such to us and We never intimated such to the 
men. 

We remember a meeting which was held in a park near the jobsite one evening 
when the business agent of local 706, Earl Griffin, made a talk in order to 
definitely establish the fact that men who were not members of local 706 were 
not required to make any payment into local 706. At this meeting it was defi- 
nitely understood by everyone concerned, and there were several hundred people 
at the meeting, that no one was required to pay to local 706 any amount in 
order to held his job there on the Pine Bluff Arsenal. 

We would also like to state that any member of local 706 can express his 
opinion upon any subject that he would like to on the floor of any local union 
meeting without fear of any discrimination or reprisal. All of the members 
of local union 706 have that right and on many occasions there have been some 
very strong arguments pro and con on various matters which have come be- 
fore the local union meetings. None of us have ever been afraid to express 
our opinions on the various subjects at the local union meetings and none of 
us have ever been discriminated against in any way, shape, form, or fashion, 
although all of us have at times disagreed with both the ideas of Earl and 
Ermon Griffin on various subjects. 

We all remember on various occasions that the question would come up be- 
fore the local union as to whether or not we would give Christmas presents 
to various people who had assisted in employing members of local union 706 
in various parts of the United States. This question would come up and it 
wonld always be voted upon that the Christmas presents would be given and the 
officers were authorized to secure the Christmas presents and present them to 
the various people that the members of the local union desired. 

We have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of our knowledge and belief. 

W. A. McMAHAN. 

A. A. MALLOCH. 

B. E. CRata. 

W. T. “Rep” Harris. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 


C. W. DANCER, 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires March 21, 1963. 
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ExHisit No. 47 


AFFIDAVIT OF H. J. Wess AND J. B. SWILLey or Ext. Dorapo, ARK. 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

We, H. J. Webb and J. B. Swilley, hereby wish to make the same affidavit as 
has been made by McMahan, Malloch, Craig, and Harris, with the exception 
that we did not attend the meeting which was held at the park near the job- 
site as they did and we do not know what was said at that meeting. Other- 
wise, our affidavits are the same. 

We have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of our knowledge and belief. 

H,. J. WEBB. 
J. B. SwI.iery. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 


C. W. DANCER, 


Notary Public. 
My commission expires March 21, 19638. 


Exuipir No. 48 
AFFIDAVIT OF W. W. Wricut ANp H. C. BraAtron 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 


We, W. W. Wright of Camden, Ark., and H. C. Bratton of Louann, Ark., are 
members of local 706 and have been for a number of years. Both of us worked 
on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job and desire to make the following statement: 

We both state that we worked on this job in Pine Bluff as journeymen pipe- 
fitters for several months. While we were there no one ever made the statement 
that anyone was required to make any weekly assessment payments into local 
706 in order to hold their job there. We were members of local 706 and our 
bylaws provided that we pay a working assessment. However, it was under- 
stood and strictly explained to the men who were working on this job in our 
crews who were not members of local 706 that they were not required to pay 
this working assessment, but that if they desired they could make a voluntary 
contribution. At no time was anyone ever discriminated against or criticized 
or in any way penalized because they did not desire to make this voluntary 
contribution. We know that there were several men in our crews who did not 
make this voluntary contribution and they were never discharged or diserimi- 
nated against in any way. We cannot recall their names right now, but there 
were several working on the job who did not make this voluntary contribution. 
We have both been in meetings where Mr. Griffin made speeches stating em- 
phatically that no one had to pay the $3.50 a week working assessment to work 
on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job and that if anyone had paid the working assess- 
ment under the misunderstanding that they were required to pay it, that if they 
would give him his name that the money would be refunded to him. 

We both remember discussions on the floor concerning the giving of Christmas 
presents to various persons who have assisted the membership of local 706 in 
going to work. ‘The officers were always authorized to buy these Christmas 
presents by the membership and give them to the persons who have assisted the 
membership as a token of the appreciation of the membership. 

Both of us wish to state that at no time have we ever been denied the privilege 
to express any opinion that we may have upon any subject which has come be- 
fore local 706 meetings. We have always felt free to bring up anything at the 
meeting which we so desire and to express our opinion, regardless of whether 
or not anybody else agreed with it. We have never been discriminated against 
for doing so and we know of no one else who has ever been discriminated against 
for expressing his opinion on the floor of a meeting, whether or not he agreed 
with the Griffins or not. We know of no member of local union 706 who has been 
discriminated against for this or any other reason. 
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We have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of our knowledge and belief. 


W. W. Wricur 
H. C. Brarron. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 
[SEAL] C. W. DANCER, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires March 21, 1963. 





Exursit No. 49 
AFFIDAVIT OF M. MUCKELRATH, JR., VERNON BURSON, AND L. B. Prippy 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

We all live in and around El Dorado, Ark., and have been members of loca] 
nnion 706 for many years. We all worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job as 
employees of Blaw-Knox Construction Co. We were all either foremen or genera] 
foremen on this particular project. While we were general foremen on the 
project we did not collect any of the assessments, but while we were foremen we 
collected the assessments which were made against local 706 men on this project, 
During this job there was some misunderstanding about who was to pay the 
assessment and there was a meeting held by the then business agent, Mr. Ear! 
Griffin, at a park near the project and several hundred of the men were in 
attendance. Mr. Griffin stated very plainly to the people in attendance that the 
men who were not members of local 76 were not required to pay this assessment 
that the members of local 706 were required to pay under their bylaws. Mr, 
Griffin plainly stated that no one, regardless of whether or not he was a member 
of 706, would be terminated from his job if he did not pay this assessment. He 
made it very clear that nonmembers of local 706 were in no way obligated to 
make any payments to local 706, but if they desired to make any payments in 
order to pay some of the expenses of policing the job and maintaining the wages, 
hours, and working conditions on the job that their money would be accepted as 
a voluntary donation. 

At no time did Earl Griffin, ‘‘Red’’ Yocum, or anyone else instruct us to collect 
$3.50 from every man working on the job or the men working under us or else 
see that they were let out from the job. Such was not the case and such never 
happened. Each of us know that some of the men on the job did not pay this 
assessment or did not contribute anything to local 706 in any way, shape, form, 
or fashion, and we can further state emphatically that nothing was ever done 
to try to terminate these men or to run them off the job in any manner, shape, or 
form. 

We also remember on many occasions when we attended the union meeting 
when our union hall used to be above the pool hall here in El Dorado that Earl 
Griffin would state at the union meetings that no nonmember of local 706 was 
required to pay this assessment. We know of no one who was ever discharged 
from their job at the Pine Bluff Arsenal for nonpayment of this assessment, 
but that several people who did not pay it remained on the job and worked and 
had the same rights and privileges and benefits as the people who did pay this 
assessment. 

We would also desire to state that nobody has ever been discriminated against 
in this local union because of any opinion that they have ever had or might have 
expressed on the floor. 

It is our firm belief that every member of this local union has the right and 
the privilege to get up on the union floor and express his opinion upon any subject 
and whether he agrees with Earl or Ermon Griffin or any other officers of the 
loca] union about any particular subject is immaterial and at no time has anyone 
that we know of ever been discriminated against for having a difference of 
opinion on any matter with Ermon or Ear! Griffin. We are sure that everyone 
in this local union feels free to get up and express their opinions pro or con on 
any subject which might come upon the floor without fear of reprisal from Ermon 
Griffin, Earl Griffin, or any of the other officers of this local union. 

We can remember that upon almost every meeting night there is an argument 
or discussion on some subject which has come up before the local union and no 
one has ever been discriminated against for any position that they ever took on 
the floor or anywhere else or for any other reason. 
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M. Muckelrath, Jr., and L. B. Priddy would like to state that they have been 
in meetings of the local union upon many occasions when the question of giving 
Christmas presents or presents to people who have assisted the members of the 
local union in securing employment over the United States, or have done the 
Jocal union some favor in the past, has come up. Without exception the giving 
of Christmas presents to such people has been approved by the local union and, 
so far as we remember at this time, there was never any objection to it. We 
would like further to state that this matter was fully discussed and fully 
prought out and the membership of the local union was fully advised as to the 
practice of giving Christmas presents to various and sundry people. They all 
felt that it was for the best interest of the membership of the local union to do 
so, and most of us still feel that it is in the best interest of the local union to 
continue to do so. 

Mr. Vernon Burson was not present at any of the meetings where the Christ- 
mas present matter was discussed. Mr. Burson, however, would like to state 
that if he had been present at any of the meetings where Christmas presents 
were discussed and brought up, that he would have been in favor of buying 
the Christmas presents because he feels that it has been of great benefit to the 
membership of the local union to do this and he would be in favor of continuing 
this practice. 

We have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of our knowledge and belief. 

M. MUCKELRATH, Jr. 
VERNON BRUSON. 
L. B. Prippy. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 
[SEAL] C. W. Dancer, Notary Public. 


My commission expires March 21, 1963. 


EXHIBIT No. 50 


AFFIDAVIT OF O. B. CoONRADT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Garland, ss: 


My name is O. B. Coonradt and I reside at 2181%4 Tennessee Street in Hot 
Springs, Ark. I am the present business agent of local 454 of the United Associa- 
tion and I was the business agent of local 454 of the United Association from 
1951 through 1954. Local 454 of the United Association has its headquarters in 
Hot Springs, Garland County, Ark. I remember very well the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job in Pine Bluff, Ark., when Blaw-Knox Construction Co. was constructing 
this arsenal for the U.S. Government. There were several hundred plumbers 
and pipefitters working on this job and many of the men out of this local union 
went over there and worked on this job. To the best of my memory, I believe 
that we had about 60 men out of this local union working over there on the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal job between 1951 and 1954. 

With regard to the payment of assessments into local 706, which local was 
given jurisdiction over this job, I wish to state that the members of my local 
union who worked over there on that job, most of them, paid $3.50 into local 706 
each week. They thought that it was nothing but right for them to do that 
inasmuch as local 706 had jurisdiction over the job and they thought and I 
thought, and I still think, that they should have borne their just share of the 
costs of policing the job and maintaining the wages and hours and working 
conditions on the job. During the time that the people from my local union 
were working over there it was understood by each one of them that this pay- 
ment into local 706 was purely a voluntary contribution and that they did not 
have to pay this money into local 706 unless they desired. 

I remember being at an Arkansas State Pipe Trades Association meeting in 
El Dorado, Ark., when the Pine Bluff job was going on and the assess- 
ment question came up at this meeting and Mr. Earl Griffin stated at this 
meeting, which was attended by me and all of the other business agents and 
some of the officers of all of the local unions of the United Association in the 
State of Arkansas. I remember Mr. Earl Griffin stating explicitly at this meet- 
ing that the $3.50 assessment was for local 706 members only and that it was 
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an assessment according to the bylaws of local 706. He further stated at this 
meeting that all of the fitters who were working on the job who belonged to 
other locals or who did not belong to any local were not required to pay this 
assessment into local 706, but that local 706 would accept same only as a volun- 
tary contribution. He made this statement very emphatically and everybody 
at this meeting understood it. 

I remember definitely that Ray Chambless, of Pine Bluff, Ark., and Daye 
Dove, of Little Rock, Ark., the business agents of the Pine Bluff and Little 
Rock locals, respectively, were there, and I am sure they heard Mr. Griffin 
make this statement concerning the payment of this $3.50 per week. 

I also remember attending another meeting at Pine Bluff, Ark., which was 
ealled by the officers of local 706. This meeting was held in a park near the 
jobsite and was attended by several hundred of the pipefitters who were on 
the job. Mr. J. C. Swailes, of local 706, presided at this meeting and he intro- 
duced Mr. Earl Griffin and Mr. Griffin then explained thoroughly to all of the 
people present that the nonmembers of local 706 were not required to pay the 
assessment of $3.50 per week in order to hold their jobs there. Mr. Griffin 
made this very plain to all persons present and there could be no misunder- 
standing of this. As a matter of fact, Mr. Griffin made the statement that if 
anyone on the job had paid any money into local 706 with the misunderstanding 
that they were required to do so that if they would give him their names then 
or come to the office and give him their names and how much they had paid 
in, that he would refund this money to them if they so desired. 

It was definitely understood by everybody who could understand English that 
nonmembers of local 706 were not required to pay any money into local 706 
in order to hold their jobs there. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

O. B. Coonrapt, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] C. H. Usuery, Notary Public. 


My commission expires September 4, 1963. 


Exuisit No. 51 


AFFIDAVIT OF Roy A. YARBROUGH 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is Roy A. Yarbrough and I reside at 522 North Parkway in El 
Dorado, Ark. I am at the present time employed on the Blaw-Knox job at 
the International Paper Co. in Pine Bluff, Ark. 

During 1951 to 1954, I was a member of local union No. 665 and I worked for 
Blaw-Knox during the construction of the Pine Bluff Arsenal for approximately 
6 weeks during its construction between 1951 and 1954. 

While I was working on the job I paid $3.50 per week to local 706 as a vol- 
untary contribution to help defray the expenses of policing the job inasmuch 
as local union 706 had jurisdiction over the job and I felt it was right for me to 
make this voluntary contribution. 

At no time did anyone ever tell me that I had to pay this money. At no time 
was I ever approached and told that if I did not pay the money that I would not 
be permitted to work there and at no time was I ever discriminated against or 
threatened to be discriminated against because I did not desire to pay the money, 
but I paid the money voluntarily of my own free will and accord. 

I left the Blaw-Knox job on the arsenal to go back to Paducah, Ky., to work 
up there because they were working longer hours in Paducah, Ky., and I could 
make more money up there. I was working in the same crew with another man 
out there from Little Rock, Ark., who did not pay anything and nothing was 
ever done about him not paying anything and he was never discriminated against 
in any way, shape, form, or fashion. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

Roy A. YARBROUGH. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this Sth day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] HomMER C. WALTON, 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires April 8, 1961. 
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Exuisit No. 52 


AFFIDAVIT OF BRUCE COTTRELL 
SraTE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 88: 

I am Bruce Cottrell and I reside at El Dorado, Ark. Since May 16, 1956, 
I have been employed by the National Life & Accident Insurance Co. I am now, 
and have been, a member of local 706 of the United Association of Plumbers & 
Steamfitters. 

I was a general foreman for Blaw-Knox on the so-called Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job which was under construction from 1951 to 1954. At the time I was general 
foreman, I had an average of six or seven foremen under my supervision. 

The members of local 706 were required by the bylaws of the local union to 
pay a working assessment of $3.50 per week for each full week they worked. 
There were members of other local unions of the United Association working on 
this project at Blaw-Knox, as well as people who did not belong to any union 
of the United Association, who were not required to pay this $3.50 per week 
working assessment. 

At no time was I ever told by anyone that the people working on the project 
were required to pay this $3.50 per week, other than members of local 706. 
These nonmembers of local 706 were told repeatedly that the local union would 
accept a voluntary contribution from them in such sums as they wanted to 
donate in order to defray the expenses of local union 706. In spite of the fact 
that these people were advised that they were not required to make any pay- 
ments to local 706, a rumor persisted that such was the requirement. 

In an effort to dispel this rumor, Mr. Ear] Griffin, then the business agent of 
loeal 706, called a meeting of all the people working on the job at a park near 
the job. As a matter of fact, there were two such meetings, but I attended only 
one of them. I remember that Mr. Jerry Ryan, general organizer of the United 
Association, was present at the meeting which I attended at the park. At that 
meeting there were several hundred men on the job present. Mr. Griffin stated 
to all persons present in plain language that no one was required to pay the 
$3.50 working assessment except the men on the job who were members of 
local 706. Myr. Griffin also stated that persons on the job, other than local 706 
members, who desired to make a voluntary contribution to local 706, that such 
would be accepted by the local union, but it must be a voluntary contribution. 

Mr. Griffin also stated at that meeting that if anyone, other than members 
of local 706, had paid any moneys into local 706 under the misunderstanding 
that they were required to do so, that such moneys would be refunded to them 
if they would make application for it. 

At no time were there any men in my crew who were discharged for nonpay- 
ment of this payment, whether he was a member of local 706 or not. There was 
an average of eight men in each crew over which there was a foreman. 

I have not worked at the trade since I have been with the above-mentioned 
insurance company, and I attend business meetings at the present time very 
irregularly. However, it is well understood in the local union that any man who 
has anything to say there is free to do so at any meeting. I have always felt 
free to express myself openly on any matter that came up in any neeting 
concerning the local union and any one man in the local is free to do the same 
thing. 

I know that in the past it has been the practice of the local union to buy 
Christmas presents for other business managers and general organizers who have 
been instrumental in securing employment for local 706 when there was not 
sufficient work in the area of local 706 to keep the members employed in the area. 
These matters have come up in the meetings and have been approved by the 
members. 

With regards to the $8.50 which was collected from the members of local TOG, 
the foremen under me, as general foreman, would collect these assessments from 
the men and they would turn the money over to me and I would turn it over to 
“Red” Yocum, the job steward, and he would bring it to the office. 

I have read the foregoing in the presence of Mr. Rush Hooten, the cirenit clerk 
of Union County, and state that the same is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief on this 28th day of September 1960. 

Bruce Corrre.e. 

Subscribed and sworn to befere me this 28th day of September 19€0, at the 
courthouse in Union County, Ark. 

[SEAL] Resu Hooren, Cireuit Clerk. 
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ExHIsIT No. 53 


AFFIDAVIT OF JACK GOODWIN 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 88: 

My name is Jack Goodwin. I ama resident of El Dorado, Union County, Ark. 
and I am a member of local 706 of the United Association. 

During parts of the years 1952, 1953, and 1954, I was a general foreman for 
Rlaw-Knox Construction Co. on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job which was being 
constructed just north of Pine Bluff on the Little Rock highway. There were 
several hundred pipefitters employed on this job at one time and some of these 
pipefitters were members of local 706 of Fl Dorado, other locals of the United 
Association and some were not members of any local union. 

Under the bylaws of local 706, each member, when he has been employed for a 
week, pays a $3.50 working assessment for that particular week. This working 
assessment is not due if the member does not work in any week. The members 
of local 706 working on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job were required to pay this 
$3.50 per week working assessment under the bylaws of the local union, but some 
of them did not pay this assessment and some of them got many weeks behind in 
payment. I know of no member of local 706 who was discharged from this job 
because he did not pay this working assessment as required by the bylaws. The 
men working on the job who were not members of local 706 who were doing 
pipefitting work were told emphatically that they were under no obligation to 
pay this $3.50 working assessment because the bylaws of local 706 did not apply 
to them. They were further told that if they desired to make a voluntary contri- 
bution to local 706 in the amount of $3.50 per week or any other amount that this 
money would be accepted by the local union to help defray the expenses of 
policing the job and securing to the employees their proper standing concerning 
wages, hours, and working conditions. 

At no time was I told or was anybody else told in my presence that any one 
could not work on this job unless they paid the $3.50 per week working as- 
sessment. 

I know of no one who was let out from the job because they did not pay this 
$3.50 per week. 

I have been in fairly regular attendance of local union meetings and have 
always felt free to discuss any question which came up on the floor and express 
my opinion upon it regardless of who might be for or against the particular 
proposal. The members of local union 706 have always had the privilege of 
expressing their opinion upon any question or bringing any question upon the 
floor that they desired and having a full discussion thereof, and I know of no 
one who has ever been discriminated against for expressing his views or opiniens 
or for any other reasons. 

On several occasions I have attended local union meetings when the propo- 
sition of giving Christmas presents to various people has come up on the floor 
and the officers of the local union have always been authorized to give such 
persons suitable Christmas presents. This has been the practice of the local 
union for many years. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

JACK GOODWIN. 

Subseribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1960. 

[SEAL] C. W. DANCER, 

Notary Public. 

My commission expires March 28, 1963. 


ExHIsit No. 54 


AFFIDAVIT OF GEORGE MORGAN 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I am George Morgan of Fl Dorado, Ark., and I have been a member of local 
706 for many years. In 1951 or 1952 I worked as a journeyman on the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal job for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. At no time while I was on the 
job did any one ever tell me that all the people on the job were required to pay to 
local 706 a $3.50 working assessment. As a matter of fact, I was a steward on 
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this job for about a week during the absence of Red Yocum, and it was plainly 
understood by all concerned that the members of local 706 were supposed to pay 
$3.50 per week working assessment under the bylaws of the local union, but it 
was also understood that the nonmembers of local 706 were not obligated to 
make this payment but that they could make a voluntary contribution to local 
706 if they so desired, Many of the nonmembers on this job made voluntary 
contributions, some in the sum of $3.50 per week and some in lesser amounts. 
These people all understood that they were not obligated to make these pay- 
ments, as were the members of local 706. However, severa! of the members of 
local 706 did not make these working assessment payments and none were ever 
terminated for not doing so. I know of no person on the job who was termi- 
nated for not making this $3.50 per week assessment. 

I heard about the meeting held by Mr. Eari Griffin to inform the people who 
were not members of local 706 that they were not required to make these pay- 
ments but that the union would accept a voluntary contribution from them if 
they desired to make same, but I did not attend this meeting. 

I know of no one who has ever been discriminated against in local 706 because 
of any views he took which were opposite to any other views expressed at any 
meeting or for any other reason. 

In September or October of 1955 I cleared into Tulsa local 798 and went to 
work under the jurisdiction of that local union on the pipeline. I cleared back 
into local 706 in the latter part of 1956. I did not vote in the local 798 election 
held in December of 1955 as the men on the job where I was working discussed 
going to vote and as they all had different ideas about who they were going to 
vote for and it was discovered that they would merely kill each others vote if 
they went to vote, we decided not to go and vote in this election. 

I have been in fairly reguiar attendance of local union meetings held by 
local 706 and remember a discussion coming up on the fioor wherein the officers 
of the local union were authorized to buy Christmas presents for various people. 
This has been done almost every year that I can think of and it has always been 
approved by the membership of the local union. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

GEORGE MORGAN. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1960. 

[SEAL] C, W. DANCER, 

Notary Public. 

My commission expires March 23, 19638. 


ExHisir No. 55 


AFFIDAVIT OF GEORGE WOLFE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 


My name is Georze Wolfe, and T reside at El Dorado, Ark. I am a member 
of local 706 of the United Association of El Dorado, Ark. I have been a mem- 
ber of this local union for many years. 

I was an employee of Biaw-Knox Construction Co. on the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job during its construction for about 2 years. I was a foreman. During the 
period of time that I was employed on this project local union No. 706 was 
collecting $3.50 per week working assessment from the members of local 706. 
This collection was made in accordance with the bylaws of said local union. 
Local union 706 also received voluntary contributions from other men on the 
project who were doing pipefitting work who were not members of local 706. 
but this money which local 706 received from nonmembers thereof was strictly 
on a voluntary basis. At no time was anyone, member or nonmember of local 
106, told that if they did not pay this $3.50 working assessment they could not 
work on the project. In fact, the men working on the project were told directly 
Opposite to that. There was a rumor on the icb that such men would be required 
to pay it, but our then business agent, Mr. Earl Griffin, called a meeting of all 
of the people on the project in a park nearby where the construction work was 
being performed. I remember that Mr. Jerry Ryan, the general organizer for 
the international union, was present at this meeting. Mr. Earl Griffin stated 
flatly that the bylaws of local 706 required that the members of local 706 work- 
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ing on the project pay a $3.50 per week working assessment, but that this diq 
not apply to any person who was not a member of local 706. Mr. Griffin 
emphatically stated that no one, whether he was a member of local 706 or not, 
who did not pay this $3.50 a week working assessment would be terminated 
from the job. Mr. Griffin further stated that if anybody who was not a member 
of local 706 had paid this $3.50 per week working assessment with the idea that 
they were required to do so, and if they wanted a refund of this money which 
they had paid, they could obtain a refund by making an application for it. 

Some of the men who were members of local 706 paid their working assegs- 
ment directly into the office in El Dorado and some of them paid their assessment 
by the envelope. It is true that the nonmembers of local 706 who made gq 
voluntary contribution to local 706 were not given a receipt therefor as a gen- 
eral rule. However, on many occasions such people were given receipts, 

I attend the union meetings of local 706 regularly and it is not true that 
people are not permitted to express their opinions upon any question which 
comes upon the floor. It is further not true that people have been denied the 
right to bring up questions on the floor. 

On many oceasions long and heated arguments have been held in the union 
meetings on various questions which have been brought up at the meetings and 
I know of no one who has ever been discriminated against by any person in 
local 706 for expressing an opinion at any union meeting. 

At no time during the Pine Bluff job did anyone make the statement to me 
or in my presence that all persons who wanted to keep their job on this project 
must pay this $3.50 assessment. There were some men in my crew who did 
not pay the $3.50 assessment and I know that they were not discharged or laid 
off. 

At the union meetings every vear it is brought up about giving Christmas 
presents to various people who have assisted the members of local 706 in the 
previous year and upon each occasion it has been voted that the business agent 
secure an appropriate gift for such persons and see that they were delivered 
to them. 

TI have read the foregoing in the presence of Mr. Rush Hooten, the cireuit 
clerk of Union County, and state that the same is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief on this 28th day of September 1960. 

GEORGE WOLFE. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 28th day of September 1960, at 


the courthouse in Union County, Ark. 
[SEAL] Rusu Hooren, Cireuit Clerk. 





Exuipit No. 56 
AFFIDAVIT OF LAWSON Reason HoLMES 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I am Lawson Reasor Ho!mes and I have been a member of local union 706 
of the United Association since March of 1942. I reside in El Dorado, Ark., 
and have lived here for a number of years. I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job for approximately 23 months as a foreman for Blaw-Knox Construction 
Co. who was constructing the project there. I started out on the project as 
a journeyman and worked as a journeyman for approximately 3 or 4 months 
before I was promoted to foreman. 

During the time that I was a foreman on the job I collected the $3.50 per 
week assessment which the members of local 706 were required to pay under 
the terms and provisions of the bylaws of local 706. It was strictly understood 
that the men on the job who were not members of local 706 were not required 
to pay this assessment. When I was a foreman on the job about half of my 
crew was local 706 men and the other half was not. The people who were 
nonmembers of local 706 in my crew understood that they were not required 
to pay this assessment in order to keep their jobs. Seme of them said that 
they didn’t desire to pay it and I told them that I thought that if they wanted 
to enjoy the benefits that local 706 had gotten for them that they should pay it 
and heip defray some of the expenses of policing the job. After [ talked with 
them all except one went ahead and contributed as a voluntary contribution 
the sum of $3.50 per week to local 706 even though they were not members 
thereof. The one man who did not was a fellow by the name of Smith from 
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Texarkana. This man was about 6 feet, weighed about 170 or 175 pounds and 
was a blond. He was about 26 or 27 years old at that time. Although Smith 
did not pay this $3.50 per week he worked on the job and under me without 
any discrimination in any way, shape, form, or fashion and he was not termi- 
nated from the job due to the fact that he did not contribute to local 706 to 
help defray the expenses of policing this job. At no time did Earl Griffin or 
“Red” Yocum ever tell me or anyone else in my presence that everyone on 
the job was required to pay this $3.50 per week or be run off of the job. This 
is just not true. No one that I know of on the job who did not pay this assess- 
ment was ever let out for nonpayment of the assessment, that is, whether 
they were a member of local 706 or not. 

Several years ago I was elected to the executive board of this local union 
and Earl Griffin was the business agent at that time. I told Earl Griffin at 
that time that if I had any opinion different from him that I was going to 
feel free to express it and that if he had any opinion that was different from 
mine that he should feel free to express it and we would talk all matters of 
importance to the local union out and thoroughly discuss same and try to reach 
a conclusion on them. 

I have been in fairly regular attendance of the meetings of local 706 up 
until about 38 months ago. I have not been in regular attendance for the last 
3 months due to illness, but while I was in regular attendance at the meetings 
I always felt free to get up on the floor and express my opinion about any 
subject which came before the local union or to bring up any subject which I 
felt like the local union ought to know about and have it thoroughly discussed 
on the floor. Everyone that I know of in the local union feels exactly the 
same way about the situation, that they can come to the local union and express 
their opinions or bring up anything before the local union that they desire to 
do without fear of being discriminated against in any way, shape, form, or 
fashion by anyone with whom they might disagree. I know of no one who has 
been discriminated against because they disagreed with Earl or Ermon Griffin 
on the floor and I remember on many occasions they have been disagreed with 
on the floor by various and sundry people. I have not always agreed with Earl 
and Ermon Griffin about all of the proposals which have come up before the 
union meeting, but I expressed my opinion on these matters and I felt that I 
had been dealt with fairly concerning the work in this and other areas. I know 
of no time that anybody who was a member of local 706 was kept sitting on 
the bench and men who would come by from other locals seeking work who 
would be sent out in preference to local 706 men. It has always been Mr. 
xriffin’s idea to send local 706 men out first if there were jobs for them in the 
area and I know of no discrimination against anyone in this respect. 

I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

LAWSON REASOR HOLMEs. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of October 1960. 


[ SEAL] Lou Crate, Notary Public. 
My commission expires July 28, 1963. 


ExuHipit No. 57 


AFFIDAVIT OF J. R. BuRNS 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is J. R. Burns and I live at El Dorado, Ark., and I have been a 
member of local 706 in El Dorado, Ark., since it was organized. I went to work 
on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job, which was being constructed by Blaw-Knox 
Construction Co., and worked there about 13 or 14 months. I believe that I 
went to work there in about May of 1952 and quit about June or July of 1953. 
When I first started working upon this job I started out as a journeyman 
pipefitter and worked 3 or 4 weeks as a journeyman pipefitter and then I was 
promoted to a pipefitter foreman. During the time that I was a pipefitter fore- 
man I had an average of perhaps 10 pipefitters working under me on this job. 
I would collect the money that was due from the members of local 706 and 
turn my collections over to the job steward, “Red” Yocum, to bring into the 
office. It was understood by all the members of my crew that no one was 
obligated to pay this $3.50 working assessment in order to hold his job there. 
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The members of local 706 were obligated to pay this $3.50 per week working 
assessment because that is a provision of our bylaws. The men who were 
working on this project, who were not members of local 706, thoroughly under- 
stood that they were under no obligation to pay this $3.50 per week to local 
706, but they were told that if they desired to pay the $3.50 per week to loca] 
706 in order to police the job and maintain the wages, hours, and working cop- 
ditions on the job, it would be received as a voluntary contribution. 

Some of the men in my crew, who were not members of local 706, did not 
make these payments. I do not remember who they were or their names at 
the present time, but I am sure that I would recognize them if I saw them, 
I do not know of anybody who was discharged, terminated, transferred, laid off, 
or discriminated against because they did not pay this $3.50 per week, whether 
they be members or nonmembers. The people who paid the $3.50 and the people 
who did not pay the $3.50 were treated exactly alike and the men who did 
not pay the $3.50 per week were not discriminated against in any way. 

I remember two meetings which were held in a park near the jobsite in 
which Mr. Earl Griffin emphatically stated to the hundreds of people at these 
meetings that the people who belonged to local 706 were obligated to pay the 
$3.50 a week working assessment under the bylaws of the local union, but 
that the people who were working on the job who were not members of local union 
706 were not obligated to make this payment, but if they desired to make a 
voluntary contribution toward the expenses of policing the job that it would be 
received. Mr. Griffin made this statement on two occasions. 

No one ever told me or no one ever intimated to me that I was to discharge or 
have discharged anybody that did not make this $3.50 per week payment. It 
was understood by everyone that the members of local 706 were obligated to make 
the payment under the bylaws, but that the nonmembers of local 706 were under 
no obligation to make this payment. Some of these people paid and some of them 
did not. 

I have always felt free to get up on the floor at the local union meetings and 
express my opinion on any subject which came before the meeting. I know of 
no one in the local union who does not feel free to do so. I know of no one in 
the local union who has been discriminated against for expressing an opinion 
upon any subject which has come before the local union meeting without fear 
of being discriminated against or punished for doing so in any way. 

Several times that I can remember there have been strong arguments on the 
floor about various and sundry subjects and the people that took a viewpoint 
opposite from that of Earl or Ermon Griffin certainly were not discriminated 
against for expressing their opinion. I have not always agreed with the Griffins 
myself, but I have never been discriminated against. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

J. R. BURNS. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] Lou CraliG, 

Notary Public. 

My Commission expires July 28, 1963. 


Exursit No. 58 


AFFIDAVIT OF J. M. JOHNNY TELFoRD 


STATE OF ARKANSAS 
County of Union, 88: 

I live 12 miles south of El Dorado, Ark., and am a member of local union 706 
of the United Association. I have been a member of this local union since 1941. 
I worked on the Pine Bluff Argenal job which was being constructed by Blaw- 
Knox Construction Co. I startdd out as a journeyman pipefitter and worked for 
3 or 4 months as a journeyman and then I was promoted to a pipefitter foreman 
and during the time that I worked as a pipefitter foreman I collected the $3.50 
weekly assessment from the members of local 706 who were working in my 
crew. I had an average of 10 to 12 men in my crew. All of my crew was not 
composed of members of local 706, but were either members of other local 
unions or were not members of any union. It was understood and I explained to 
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the men who were not members of local 706 that they were not obligated to 
pay the $3.50 per week assessment, but that the members of local union 706 
were obligated to pay the $3.50 per week assessment because of the bylaws of the 
local union. I told the men that were not members of local 706 that if they 
wanted to make a voluntary contribution to local 706 to pay the expenses 
of policing the job and maintaining and securing better hours, wages, and work- 
ing conditions, that such money would be accepted by me to turn over to the 
local union. It was definitely understood that any moneys which they paid would 
pe in the form of a voluntary contribution. To the best of my memory, all of the 
members of my crew paid the $3.50 a week into local union 706. As long as I was 
out on the job “Red” Yocum, Ear! Griffin, or no one else ever told me to collect 
the $3.50 from each man in my crew or to see that they did not work. It was 
not necessary that anybody working in my crew pay the $3.50 per week in order 
to hold their jobs there. 

I was working nights at the time that they had the meetings over at the park 
to get this matter straightened out among all of the people on the job and I did 
not attend the meetings because I was working. I do know that the men who 
attended the meetings strictly understood that they were not required to pay any 
money into local 706 in order to maintain or hold their jobs there at the Blaw- 
Knox Construction Co., which was building this project. 

I have been in fairly regular attendance at the local union meetings and I have 
always been able to get up on my feet and express any opinion which I may have, 
whether it agreed with the opinion of someone else or not. Everybody in this 
local union has always been able to get up and express their opinion at the local 
union meetings and there have been some strong arguments in the local union 
meetings among the membership over various questions which have arisen. 
I know of no one who has been discriminated against in any way for expressing 
an opinion or voting contra to the way or to the thinking of Earl Griffin or Ermon 
Griffin or anybody else in the local union. 

I can remember occasions when the purchasing of Christmas gifts to give to 
various people who had assisted in the employment of members of local 706 on 
jobs around the country came up. The membership always voted to send the 
Christmas presents to such people as a token of appreciation of the membership 
for helping them to secure employment on various jobs around the country. 
The membership always approved of this practice and, so far as I know, there 
was no dissent voiced on the floor when this matter would come up. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

J. M. “JOHNNY” TELFORD. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] Lov CRAIG, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires July 28, 1963. 





ExuHIsiT No. 59 


AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN HENRY ARMER 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 


Iam John Henry Armer and I live in El Dorado, Ark., and I have been a mem- 
ber of local union 706 for a number of years. During the Pine Bluff Arsenal job 
in Pine Bluff, Ark., I was employed by the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. which was 
doing this construction work for the U.S. Government. I worked there about 16 
or 17 months during this construction. After I had been there about 2 months I 
was made a foreman. As foreman I had about an average of 10 to 12 men under 
my jurisdiction and supervision. During this job I collected the assessment 
money for local 706 from the members and I asked all the other men in my crew 
who were not members of local 706 if they wanted to make a donation to local 
706. Some of the men in my crew who were not members of local 706 would 
make a voluntary contribution to local 706 and each man in my crew understood 
thoroughly that it was a voluntary contribution. I remember distinctly that 
there were two men in my crew, one by the name of Branton and another by the 
name of Young, who were from Beaumont, Tex., who did not wish to contribute 
to local 706 and they worked on the project as long as anybody else. As a matter 
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of fact, these men worked until the job went on a 40-hour week and at that time 
they quit because they could go to other jobs and work on overtime. 

At no time did “Red’’ Yocum, Earl Griffin, or anyone else tell me to collect 
money from everybody in my crew and if anybody didn’t pay to see that 
they were discharged. Such was not the case. If the people did not desire 
to make a voluntary contribution who were not members of local 706, that 
was perfectly all right and no one ever said anything to them about it or 
criticized them or discriminated against them in any way for not making this 
voluntary contribution. It is an absolute fact that no one had to make this 
payment in order to work at Blaw-Knox. I did not attend either one of the 
meetings that were held in the park to discuss this situation, but I have 
heard what was said at these meetings. 

I have always felt free to express my opinion on any subject that has ever 
come before the local union meeting and I have always felt that I had the 
right to get up and bring anything before the local union meeting that I desired 
to do. I feel that I can express my opinion, regardless of whether or not Ear] 
or Ermon Griffin or anyone else agrees with it, and I know of no one in the 
local union who doesn’t feel the same way. I don’t know of a soul who has 
ever been discriminated against by Earl or Ermon Griffin for disagreeing with 
them or for any other reason. 

I have read the foregoing affidavit and it is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

JOHN HENRY ARMER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 


ANNIE L. LEE, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires January 17, 19638. 





Exuisir No. 60 


AFFIDAVIT OF FRED MURPHY 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

I went to work on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job for Biaw-Knox Construction 
Co. as a journeyman pipefitter sometime in 1952, and worked there, to the best 
of my memory, approximately 18 months. At the time that I went to work at 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal job I did not belong to local 706 or any other local 
union in the United Association. As a matter of fact, I did not belong to any 
union at the time that I went to work on this job. Mr. Earl Griffin sent me 
up on the job and told me to make my application up there, which I did, and 
I was hired as a journeyman pipefitter. I was not told that I had to pay any 
initiation fees, dues, working assessment, or anything else in order to go to work 
up there. However, I did not become a member of local 706 until October 7, 
1952, at which time I paid my initiation fees and have been paying my dues 
regularly into local 706 since that time. During the time that I was working on 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal job before I became a member of local 706, I paid a 
$3.50 a week working assessment to local 706 as a voluntary contribution. No 
one told me that I had to make this payment into local 706 in order to keep 
my job or if I didn’t make this payment that I would be terminated. I was 
sent up there without being obligated in any way, shape, form, or fashion to local 
union 706. 

While I was employed on the Blaw-Knox job I attended two meetings held at 
the park which were called by Mr. Earl Griffin to explain to the people on the 
job that they were not obligated to pay the $3.50 working assessment which 
was made upon the members of local 706. I know of some men on the job 
who paid this $3.50 per week into local 706 who were not members of local 706, 
but they did so as a voluntary contribution of their own free will. I also know 
of other people who did not pay this voluntary contribution who were not 
members of local 706 who worked on the job throughout the time that I was 
there and they were never discriminated against, threatened, terminated, or 
treated any differently than the other people on the job. I remember specifically 
one man by the name of Pat O’Neal, of Kansas City, Mo., who never made any 
of these assessments, and he was not terminated, discriminated against, or 
treated any differently than any other men on the job who did make these 
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voluntary contributions. I remember a meeting which was held in a park near 
the jobsite in which Earl Griffin emphatically stated to all people present, and 
there were several hundred people present, that no one on the job was required 
to pay the $5.50 per week working assessment in order to hold their job and 
only the men of local 706 were required to pay this assessment and they were 
required to pay it under the terms and provisions of the bylaws. They were 
not required to pay it in order to hold their jobs at the Pine Bluff Arensal. 
I know of another meeting which was held at the same place when the rumor 
persisted that everybody was required to make this payment and Mr. Griffin 
at that time made another speech at the same place and emphatically told the 
people that no one on the job was required to pay this $3.50 working assessment; 
that if the people who were not members of 706 desired to make a voluntary 
contribution of $3.50 per week or any other sum that it would be accepted and 
would be used to pay the expenses of policing the job to see that the wages, 
hours, and working conditions were bettered. 

I have always felt like I could express my opinion on the floor upon any 
subject which was under discussion or bring up any subject on the floor. I 
know of no one in the local union who does not feel the same way because I 
remember we have had soine very strong arguments on the floor about various 
and sundry matters. Sometimes I agreed with the Griffins and sometimes I 
did not agree with the Griffins and I have always felt free to express my opin- 
jon, and have expressed my opinion, regardless of how the Griffins might have 
felt. I have never been discriminated against by the Griffins or anyone else in 
this local union and know of no one else who has been discriminated against in 
this local union because of any views that they might have expressed on the 
floor at a regular meeting or at any other time, nor do I know of anyone else 
who has been discriminated against for any reason whatsoever. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

FreD MurpPHY. 


Snbscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 
| SEAL | W. A. Speer, Notery Public. 
My commission expires January 21, 1961. 





ExHIsit No. 61 


AFFIDAVIT OF RALPH KELLY 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 

My name is Ralph Kelly. I live at El Dorado, Ark., and I have been a mem- 
ber of local union 706 of El Dorado, Ark., since March of 1942. I worked on the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal job for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. and I started out on this 
job as a journeyman. I worked as a journeyman for approximately 6 weeks 
and then I was promoted to foreman. I had approximately 10 men in my crew 
while I was a foreman on this job. I was the one who collected the $3.50 per 
week assessment from all local 706 men and other men who wanted to pay any 
moneys into the treasury of local 706. I did not tell anyone that they would 
have to pay this amount into local 706 in order to hold their jobs and no one 
ever told me that I was to collect $3.50 per week from the men in my crew or to 
discharge them. ‘Red’? Yocum or Earl Griffin never made any such statement 
to me and I collected the money if the men wanted to pay me and if they didn’t 
want to pay me, they worked just like anyone else. I remember one man spe- 
cifically from Fort Smith who did not pay the $3.50 per week. He did not make 
any voluntary contribution and he worked there just like anybody else. As a 
uatter of fact, this man was there when [ left the job. I do not remember this 
man’s name at the present time. This man was a tall, siim fellow, about 45 
years of age and I am sure that I could identify him if I saw him again. I know 
of no one who was working on the Blaw-Knox job who was terminated, run off, 
or discharged because they did not pay this $3.50 per week. It as understood by 
all men on the job that they did not have to pay this money in order to hold their 
jobs. It is in the bylaws of local 706 that the members of local 706 when they are 
working pay $3.50 per week working assessment in addition to their dues. 
However, if they do not pay that money, it is up to the business agent of the local 
union to collect it and not up to the people or foremen on the job to see that they 
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pay it. I know of no one who is a member or nonmember of local 706 on any 
job who has ever been terminated for not paying this assessment. 

I know nothing about a meeting which was held to discuss this payment, J] 
did not attend any such meeting, but I knew that no one had to pay the $3.50 per 
week working assessment who did not want to. While I was collecting this 
money for local 706 everybody who paid me any money received a receipt, regard- 
less of whether or not he was a member of local 706 or a member of some other 
local union of the United Association, a nonunion member, or belonged to some 
other local other than in the United Association. When I collected this money 
I took it to “Red” Yocum, the job steward, who in turn took it to the union 
headquarters. 

I have been in regular attendance at the meetings of local union 706 when JT 
have been in town and I know of no one who has not been permitted to get up 
aud make any statement he desired or express any opinion that he desired on any 
subject which was on the floor for discussion. I know of no one who was ever 
denied the right or privilege to bring upon the floor for discussion any subject 
which they so desired. I know of no one ever being discriminated against by 
Earl or Ermon Griffin or anyone else in local 706 for disagreeing with them. 
I have often gotten up on the floor and expressed my opinion contra to the opin- 
ion expressed by either Earl or Ermon Griffin and I have never been discrimi- 
nated wgainst in any way by Earl or Ermon Griffin, or any ether officer or mem- 
ber of local union 706. The vast majority of the union members all know—as a 
matter of fact, all of the union members all know that they can get up on the 
floor and make any statement that they so desire and not be discriminated 
against in any way. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

RALPH KELLY, 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of October 1960. 
[SEAL] Lou Craic, Notary Public. 


My commission expires July 26, 1963. 





Exuisit No. 62 


AFFIDAVIT OF HOMER ANDRESS 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 


My name is Homer Andress and I have been a member of local 706 since 1942. 
I was an employee of Blaw-Knox on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job during 1951 and 
1952. Part of the time I was a journeyman pipefitter and the last part I was 
a foreman over the journeymen pipefitters. I had approximately 8 to 10 men 
in my crew over which I was a foreman. While I was a foreman on this Pine 
Bluff Arsenal job I collected the $3.50 weekly assessment from the local 706 
men. However, it was strictly understood by the members in my crew who were 
not members of local 706 that they were not obligated to pay the $3.50 a week 
working assessment as were the men in 706 under bylaws of 706 and all of the 
men in my crew who were not members of 706 understood this implicitly. I 
had men in my crew from local 19 in Fort Smith, local 155 in Little Rock, and 
local 665 in Pine Bluff. Some of these men voluntarily paid the $3.50 and they 
realized when they paid it that it was a voluntary contribution to local 706 and 
that they were under no obligation to pay it. No one in my crew was ever dis- 
charged for not paying local 706 this $3.50 weekly assessment and I know of no 
one on the job who was ever discharged, terminated, or otherwise eliminated 
from the job for not paying this weekly assessment. I remember distinctly that 
some of the men in my crew did not pay the $3.50 per week working assessment 
and they were never eliminated from the job or any action taken against them 
whatsoever, inasmuch as this was a voluntary contribution. I do not remember 
the names of these men at the present time and I have attempted to search my 
records to find out if I could ascertain the names of these men, but I have been 
unable to do so. 

However, I do know that some of the men in my crew did not pay the $3.50 
per week and nothing was ever said or done about it inasmuch as it was their 
privilege not to. I do remember very distinctly that Lance Grey, who was a 
general foreman on the job, paid to me $2.50 per week to be turned in to the El 
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Dorado local No. 706. Lance Grey specifically understood that he was not 
required to pay any amount into local 706, but that the $2.50 he was paying 
amounted to a voluntary contribution. I received Lance Grey’s money and talked 
with him about it and I know that he understood this perfectly well. There 
was also another man in my crew, whose name I believe was W. C. Elam. He 
was a journeyman. He was also a member of the Pine Bluff local and he only 
paid the sum of $2.50 a week as he fully understood that he was not required 
to pay the $3.50 per week as were the members of local 706, but that he could 
pay anything that he wanted to or nothing and he chose to pay as a voluntary 
contribution into local 706 $2.50 per week. The money that I collected from 
Lance Grey and all the other members of my crew or anybody else from whom 
I collected money received a receipt for this money. There were no exceptions 
whatsoever. Whether they be a member of local 706 or not, they would get a 
receipt for any moneys which they paid to me to turn over to local 706. 

I remember that they had a meeting of the men working on this job at the 
park which was held to get certain matters straightened out concerning this 
voluntary contribution and the 706 assessment. However, I did not attend this 
meeting and do not know who was there or what was said. 

I wish to furthér state that no one ever told me—“‘Red” Yocum or Earl Griffin 
or anyone else—that every man on the job was to pay a $3.50 working assess- 
ment or they were to be run off the job. Nothing like that was ever said in 
any of the meetings which I attended and no one ever told me anything like 
that and nothing like that ever occurred on the job. I never turned any money 
over to “Red” Yocum to bring into the local union hall. All the money which 
I collected I turned over to George Wolfe to bring into the union hall. I never 
brought any of this money into the union hall personally, but always turned 
over what I had to George Wolfe. 

I was in fairly regular attendance in the membership meetings of local 706 
and I remember several meetings which I attended around Christmastimes of 
the various years wherein someone on the floor would make a motion that the 
officers of the local union would be requested to get Christmas presents for 
various people who had assisted the membership of local 706 in securing employ- 
ment over the United States and in and about the local area. T do not remem- 
ber this matter ever coming up when it was not passed and IT do not remember 
anybody ever opposing it on the floor because it was merely an expression of 
gratitude of the membership for certain people assisting them during the pre- 
vious year in Securing employment on various jobs. 

It is not true that people are discriminated against for making any statements 
which they so desire at union meetings. I have had more disagreements with 
Earl Griffin than anyone that I know of and I have had some pretty hot argu- 
ments with him about certain things I disagreed with him about, but he has 
never discriminated against me with regard to employment. I do not know of 
anyone else that he has discriminated against and every man in this local union 
an get up on the floor and express his views about anything which he desires 
to talk about or bring anything up on the floor which he desires to have discussed 
without fear of being discriminated against. I have always felt free to do this, 
I have done it, and I have never been discriminated against, and I know of no 
one else in this local union who has been discriminated against for this reason 
or for any other reason: 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

HOMER ANDRESS, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL ] ANNIE L. LEE, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires January 17, 1963. 


ExHIsIitT No. 63 
AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN W. GARLINGTON 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is John W. Garlington and I have been a member of local 706 for 
many years. In 1952 I began working on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job for Blaw- 
Knox Construction Co. I was a foreman of the material warehouses. Most of 
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the time I had 10 men under me to perform this work. I would collect the 
weekly assessment of $3.50 per week from local 706 members who were obligated 
to pay this working assessment under the bylaws of the local union. I wag 
told by Mr. Yocum, the job steward, to give receipts to local 706 members only 
as the money paid by members other than 706 was a voluntary contribution op 
the part of such men. Some of the men under my jurisdiction were not loca] 
706 men and I made it clear to them that they were not required to pay this 
$3.50 a week working assessment as local 706 men were, but if they wanted to 
volunteer this amount or any other amount, it would be accepted. No one 
ever told me or told anyone else in my presence that all persons working under 
the jurisdiction of the Plumbers and Steamfitters had to pay this $3.50 per 
week working assessment or they would be eliminated from the job. I remem. 
ber one man by the name of B. A. “Shorty” Maples, who was not a member of 
local 706, who was working under my jurisdiction, that never did pay this $3.50 
or any other amount into local 706. This man was not eliminated from the 
job. There was one other fellow in my crew, whose name I do not remember, 
who did not pay anything into local 706 while he was working under my juris- 
diction and he was not eliminated from the job. 

I remember Mr. Earl Griffin, the then business agent of local 706, calling g 
meeting at a park near the Pine Bluff Arsenal jobsite and explaining to the sey- 
eral hundred people present that only 706 men were required to pay this working 
assessment of $3.50, but that if anyone else desired to make a voluntary contri- 
bution, it would be accepted. It is my understanding that this meeting was 
ealled to stop the rumors that everyone on the job was required to pay the $3.50 
working assessment. Mr. Earl Griffin further stated at this meeting that if 
anyone had paid the $3.50 into local 706 with the understanding that they were 
required to do so to hold the job, that if they would make an application for a 
refund that any moneys that they had paid into local 706 would be refunded to 
them. 

I have been in attendance of the meetings of local 706 fairly regularly and 
know of no reason that anyone who was a member of local 706 and entitled to 
sit in the meetings could not get up on the floor and express their opinions about 
any subject which came before the meeting or about any subject which they 
desired to bring before the meeting. 

As far back as I can remember, every year the subject of local 706 giving 
Christmas presents to various persons would come before the meeting and it is 
my recollection that upon each occasion the officers of the union were author- 
ized to purchase Christmas presents for various persons who were in a position 
to assist the membership of local 706 in securing employment. 

I have read the foregoing in the presence of Mr. Rush Hooten, the circuit 
elerk of Union County, and state that the same is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief on this 28th day of September 1960. 

JOHN W. GARLINGTON. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 28th day of September 1960, at the 
courthouse in Union County, Ark. 

[SEAL] Rusu Hooren, Circuit Clerk. 


ExuHIBIT No. 64 


AFFIDAVIT OF KEITH RIPLEY 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 

My name is Keith Ripley, and I live at El Dorado, Ark. I am a member of 
local 706 and was a foreman on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job for Blaw-Knox Con- 
struction Co. when the Pine Bluff Arsenal was under construction. 

Some months ago I was contacted by a Mr. Duffy and he asked me to come 
to his hotel room to give a statement. I went to Mr. Duffy’s hotel room and after 
he showed me his credentials he asked me to sign an affidavit which he had 
already prepared. I refused to sign this affidavit unless he would make certain 
changes therein. After Mr. Duffy made some changes in the affidavit and after 
he told me that I would be subpenaed to Washington if I did not sign it, I 
signed the affidavit. Mr. Duffy did not give me a copy of the affidavit. 
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During the time that I was a foreman on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job it was 
understood by me that anyone who was not a member of local 706 was not 
under an obligation to pay the $3.50 working assessment but that the other pipe- 
fitters and plumbers who were working on the job could make a voluntary con- 
tribution if they so desired. Some of the people made a voluntary contribution 
and some of them did not. I know of no one who was discharged, laid off or 
terminated from the Pine Bluff Arsenal job because they did not pay this $3.50 
whether they were members of local 706 or nonmembers. 

I remember going to a meeting which was called for the plumbers and pipe- 
fitters who were working on the project at a park near the project but I do not 
remember what was said at this meeting. 

No one ever told me or ever made a statement in my presence that all the 
men on the job working in the steamfitters’ jurisdiction would be required to 
pay this $3.50 per week working assessment. 

I do not recall the names of these men but I know some of the men working 
on the job did not pay this $3.50 per week and they were never terminated. 

I have been in attendance at local union meetings when the subject of Christ- 
mas presents came up, and the body always voted to authorize the officers of the 
local union to make certain Christmas gifts to various people. 

I have always been able to express my opinion upon any matter which came 
before the local union, as well as any one else who attended the meetings of the 
local union. I know of no one who has ever been discriminated against at a 
meeting for expressing his opinion contra to the opinion someone else in the local 
union might have. I do not know of any discrimination of any officers of the 
local union against the membership. 

I have read the foregoing statement, and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

KEITH RIPLEY. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1960. 


[SEAL] EMMA JEAN CALLOWAY, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires June 15, 1961. 


Exurpit No. 65 


AFFIDAVIT OF H. C. BURNS 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

Iam a member of local 706 and during 1952 and 1953, I was a foreman on the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal job in Pine Bluff, Ark. I was working for Blaw-Knox Con- 
struction Co. which was building the project for the Government. During the 
time I was foreman I collected money from the men in my crew for the $3.50 
assessment from members of local 706. It was understood by me and all the 
men under me that the nonmembers were not required to pay this assessment 
but that if they desired to make a voluntary contribution to local 706 it would 
be accepted. Some of the men in my crew made the voluntary contribution and 
some of them did not. At the present time I cannot remember any names of any 
men who did or did not make this contribution who was not a member of local 
706. 

I did not attend the meeting which was held by Mr. Earl Griffin to explain 
that the nonmembers of local 706 were not required to pay this working assess- 
ment. 

At no time on this job do I recall anyone being let out because of the fact 
that they had not made this $3.50 per week payment. This applies to both 
members of local 706 and people who were working on the job who were not 
members of local 706. 

I have been in fairly regular attendance at the local union meetings and have 
always been under the impression that anybody could make any statement they 
wanted to upon any question which came before the meetings. I have never 
refrained from expressing my views or opinion upon any question before the 
membership at any meeting regardless of the fact that my views might not 
have agreed with the views of someone else. I know of no one who has been 
discriminated against by the officers of local 706 for expressing their views on 
the floor or on any question which might arise or for any other reason. 
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I remember that at some of the meetings that I attended a discussion would 
come up about giving Christmas presents to various people who were in q 
position to help members of local 706 obtain employment. Every time this ques- 
tion came up while I was in attendance it was always favorably received and 
the officers were authorized to give these Christmas presents to such persons. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

H. C. Burns. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1960. 


[SEAL] WANDA WASHINGTON, 
Notary Public, 
My commission expires October 1, 1961. 


Exnuisit No. 66 


AFFIDAVIT OF R. J. GARRETT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is R. J. Garrett and I reside at El Dorado, Ark. I have been a mem- 
ber of local 706 for a number of years and was employed on the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal job as a pipefitter foreman. 

Under the rules of local 706 the members of local 706 when they work a full 
week are required to pay a working assessment of $3.50 per week into the local 
union. This has been true for a good many years and is still true. During the 
construction of the Pine Bluff Arsenal job I was a foreman for the Blaw-Knox 
Construction Co. and made the collection of this assessment from the men under 
my suyervision. At no time were any of the men who were not members of local 
706 told that they had to pay the $3.50 assessment each week or that they would 
be terminated. No one told me or made any such statement in my presence that 
money was to be collected from the nonmembers of local 706 unless such people 
voluntarily wished to contribute to local union 706. Local union 706 had juris- 
diction over this job and the expenses of policing the job, securing better hours, 
wages, and working conditions during this period of time fell upon the shoulders 
of the officers and members of local union 706. 

I have been a regular attendant at the meetings of local 706 and know that 
each year around Christmas time the officials of the local union have been 
authorized to buy and give Christmas presents to various people who have 
helped the membership of local 706 secure employment when there was not 
sufficient employment in the El Dorado area to employ all of its members. 

I know of no one in local 706 who has ever been discriminated against because 
he has a different view upon any subject than the officers. On many occasions 
there have been some strong arguments on the floor about various subjects which 
have been brought on the floor and I assume that everyone felt as I did that every 
member of local 706 was entitled to express his opinion on any matter which 
came before a meeting of the union or bring up any matter which he felt should 
be discussed at a union meeting. As a matter of fact, there is a certain time set 
aside in the conduct of the union meeting wherein anyone is invited to bring up 
any subject for the good and welfare of the union and have it discussed 
thoroughly. 

I know of some meetings held of the employees on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job 
near the jobsite concerning the fact that no one was required to pay the $3.50 a 
week working assessment in order to hold his job on this project. I did not at- 
tend these meetings as I felt that I was thoroughly familiar with that matter 
and I never attempted to collect any money from nonmembers of local 706, but 
did receive some from such persons as a voluntary contribution. I am sure 
that there were men in my crew who did not pay this $3.50 working assessment 
who were members of local 706 and they were never terminated. I am also 
sure that there were nonmembers of local 706 who were working in my crew 
who never paid this $3.50 per week assessment and they were never terminated. 
I know of no one who was ever terminated for the nonpayment of this $3.50 
working assessment, whether he be a member or nonmember of local 706. 

I also know that the subject of giving Christmas presents to various persons 
was brought up at various local union meetings and the membership always 
voted to authorize the officers to purchase such Christmas presents and deliver 
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them to people who had assisted the members of the local union in securing 
employment. 

I have read the foregoing and state that the same is true and correct to the 
pest of my knowledge and belief on this 28th day of September 1960. 


R. J. GARRETT. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1960. 
[SEAL] WaNnDA WASHINGTON, Notary Public. 
My commission expires October 1, 1961. 





Exuisir No. 67 


, 


AFFIDAVIT OF “RED” EvANs 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 88: 

I live at El Dorado, Ark., and at the present time I am piping superintendent 
of Wilson Hargett Construction Co. I am a member of local 706 and have been 
such for several years. During the construction of the Pine Bluff Arsenal by 
Blaw-Knox Construction Co. I was a piping superintendent for this company. 
At no time did anyone ever state in my presence or ever state to me that anyone 
on the job had to pay a $3.50 working assessment in order to remain employed 
by Blaw-Knox Construction Co. Although I cannot remember their names at 
this late date, I know that some of the men under me did not pay this $3.50 
per week and that they were never discharged for the nonpayment thereof. I 
know of no one who was discharged for the nonpayment of this $3.50 per week 
to local 706. 

There is a provision in the bylaws that the members of local 706 are required 
to pay a working assessment when they work a full week, but if these men 
failed to pay this working assessment they were not terminated from the job, 
but were required to pay the assessment before their dues would be accepted in 
the local union. 

I know of no one who has been discriminated against in the local union for 
expressing his opinion on any matter which came before the local union meeting. 
I have always felt that I was free to express my opinion on any subject, whether 
or not my opinion agreed with the opinion of Earl or Ermon Griffin or anyone else. 

With regard to the hiring situation at Blaw-Knox, some people would come 
out on the job and hire in and after working a day or two and not being able 
to find suitable accommodations for themselves and their families in Pine Bluff 
or for other reasons would leave the job. These men were still carried on the 
payroll records until the superintendent was able to give them a termination 
because of a reduction in force. Blaw-Know was required by the Government 
to have so many pipefitters on this job and when people would be sick or leave 
the job they would still be carried on the records as an employee, but, of course, 
would not be paid for the time when they were not actually working. This fact 
would, of course, show that there were so many people on the payroll, but it 
would not necessarily mean that they were being paid or that they were working 
on the job. Blaw-Knox was trying to get qualified pipefitters wherever they 
could at this particular time in order to keep the job manned and they would 
only have a reduction in force at intervals according to the progress made on 
the job. When there was a reduction in force permitted, then these people who 
had already left the job for one reason or another would be shown as having 
been terminated because of a reduction in force. 

I remember on several occasions when I have been in the union meetings that 
the question would come up concerning the giving of Christmas presents to vari- 
ous people and the officers of the union were authorized to do so by the member- 
ship. 

I have read the foregoing and state that the same is true and correct to the 
best of my knowledge and belief on this 28th day of September 1960. 


“Red Evans, 
M. L. EVANS. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day of September 1960. 


[SEAL] C. W. Dancer, Notary Public. 
My commission expires March 23, 1963. 
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Exuibit No. 68 


: AFFIDAVIT OF H. A. TANNER 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is H. A. Tanner, and I am a member of local 706 of the United 
Association in El Dorado, Ark., and have been for several years. During the 
construction job of the Pine Bluff Arsenal I worked for Blaw-Knox as a fore. 
man on this job for many months and made the collections of the $3.50 assess. 
ment from the members of local 706. I told the men in my crew who were 
not members of local 706 that they were not required to pay the $3.50 per week 
assessment unless they so desired, but if they did desire to make a voluntary 
contribution of $3.50 per week or any other sum that I would take same and 
send it in to the office. I made these collections and turned the money over to 
the job steward, Mr. Yocum, to take to the office, but at no time did Mr. Yocum 
tell me or anyone else in my presence, or did anyone else ever tell me that the 
men working in the Plumbers and Steamfitters’ jurisdicition on this job were 
required to pay the $3.50 working assessment in order to hold their jobs. 

It was rumored on the job that such was the case and Mr. Earl Griffin held 
a meeting of the employees on the job in an effort to stop this rumor and to 
inform everybody that no one had to pay the $3.50 working assessment in order 
to remain on the job. He stated this in plain English and I am sure that the 
several hundred people who were present at the meeting could not have mis- 
understood him in any respect, but it seems that perhaps all persons were not 
in attendance and Mr. Griffin held a second meeting at the same place to again 
emphasize that the men on the job were not required to pay the $3.50 working 
assessment in order to hold their jobs. 

I have been a member of local 706 for a good many years and have always felt 
free to express my opinion upon any matter which came upon the floor at a 
local union meeting or to bring any matter which I thought important to the 
attention of the local union. I know that other people feel the same way and 
that we have had some very heated discussions on the floor of the union meet- 
ings. I know of no one who has ever been discriminated against by Earl or 
Ermon Griffin, or anyone else connected with local union 706, because of their 
views on any matter which has come upon the floor of the local union or for 
any other reason. 

I have read the foregoing in the presence of Mr. Rush Hooten, the circuit 
clerk of Union County, and state that the same is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief on this 28th day of September 1960. 


H. A. TANNER. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 28th day of September 1960 at 


the courthouse in Union County, Ark. 
[SEAL] Rusu Hooren, Circuit Clerk. 





Exureit No. 69 


AFFIDAVIT OF FRANK W. HOLZER 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of ‘Garland, ss: 

My name is Frank W. Holzer and I live at 221 Vineyard Street, Hot Springs, 
Ark. I am a member of Local Union No. 454 of the Plumbers and Steamfitters. 
I have been a member of local 454 for a number of years. In 1951 through 1954, 
I was a member of local 454 of the United Association and I worked on the Pine 
Bluff Arsenal job at Pine Bluff, Ark., which was being constructed by Blaw- 
Knox Construction Co. for the U.S. Government. I was employed on this project 
approximately 22 months as a journeyman pipefitter. While I was working on 
the Pine Bluff job I lived in Hot Springs, Ark., and drove back and forth to the 
job. 

I was not a member of local 706, but I paid $3.50 per week into local 706 
as a voluntary contribution to local 706 in order to bear my proportionate share 
of the cost and expenses of policing the job and maintaining the wages, hours, 
and working conditions that they had on the job. 

I did not pay anything into my home local because local 706 had jurisdiction 
over the job and we were working under their wages, hours, and working con- 
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ditions that they had established and I felt that it was right that I should pay 
$3.50 per week into local 706 the same as local 706 men did. 

It was strictly understood by me and all the people that I know who were 
working on the job that the moneys which nonmembers of local 706 paid into 
local 706 was strictly a voluntary contribution and that no one on the job was 
under any obligation to pay money into local 706 in order to hold their job. 

I paid my $3.50 per week to my foreman. Sometime it was Earl Alexander 
of Pine Bluff and sometimes it was my brother Richard. Neither one of these 
foremen ever attempted to secure any contribution from us unless we wanted 
to pay it in. There were no threats made nor was there anyone discriminated 
against on the job who did not pay this $3.50 per week into local 706. 

I do not know of anyone on the job who was ever discharged or discriminated 
against for not paying this $3.50 per week into local 706. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

FRANK W. Houzer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] C. H. Ussery, Notary Public. 
My commission expires September 4, 1963. 





ExHIBIT No. 70 


AFFIDAVIT OF GARNETT HAMP SMITH 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Garland, 8s: 

I live at 306 Combs Street in Hot Springs, Ark. I have been a member of local 
454 of the United Association for several years and I was a member of local 454 
between 1951 and 1954 when the Pine Bluff Arsenal job was being constructed 
by Blaw-Knox Construction Co. 

I worked on this project for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. as a journeyman 
pipefitter for approximately 18 months. During the time I was working on the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal job I retained my residence in Hot Springs and drove back 
and forth to the job every day. 

While I was working at the Pine Bluff Arsenal job I made a voluntary con- 
tribution in the sum of $3.50 per week into the treasury of local 706. It was 
strictly understood by me and everyone else that I knew working on the job 
that the moneys which we paid into local 706 was purely a voluntary contribu- 
tion and we were under no obligation to do so in order to hold our jobs there 
or work on this project. We made this voluntary contribution into local 706 
because local 706 had jurisdiction over the job and they had the duty and obli- 
gation to maintain the wages, hours, and working conditions on the job and we 
felt that it was nothing but right that we should contribute to help finance the 
various matters which were undertaken to maintain and improve our working 
conditions there on the job. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

GARNETT HAMP SMITH. 


He subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October 1960. 
[SEAL] C. H. Ussery, Notary Public. 


2» 


My commission expires September 4, 1963. 





ExnHpsit No. 71 


AFFIDAVIT OF O. K. Rogers 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Garland, ss: 

My name is O. K. Rogers and I live at Mountain Valley, Route 106, Hot 
Springs, Ark. I am a member of Local Union No. 454 of the Plumbers and 
Steamfitters. I have been a member of local 454 for a number of years. In 
1951 through 1954 I was a member of local 454 of the United Association and 
I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job at Pine Bluff, Ark., which was being 
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constructed by Blaw-Knox Construction Co. for the U.S. Government. I was 
employed on this project approximately 22 months as a journeyman pipefitter, 
While I was working on the Pine Bluff job I lived in Hot Springs, Ark., and 
drove back and forth to the job. 

I was not a member of local 706, but I paid $3.50 per week into local 706 as 
a voluntary contribution to local 706 in order to bear my proportionate share 
of the cost and expenses of policing the job and maintaining the wages, hours, 
and working conditions that they had on the job. 

I did not pay anything into my home local because local 706 had jurisdiction 
over the job and we were working under their wages, hours, and working 
conditions that they had established and I felt that it was right that I should 
pay $3.50 per week into local 706 the same as local 706 men did. 

It was strictly understood by me and all the people that I know who were 
working on the job that the moneys which nonmembers of local 706 paid into 
local 706 was strictly a voluntary contribution and that no one on the job was 
under any obligation to pay money into local 706 in order to hold their job. 

I paid my $3.50 per week to my foreman. Sometimes it was Earl Alexander, 
of Pine Bluff and sometimes it was George Stewart. Neither one of these 
foremen ever attempted to secure any contribution from us unless we wanted 
to pay it in. There were no threats made nor was there anyone discriminated 
against on the job who did not pay this $3.50 per week into local 706. 

I do not know of anyone on the job who was ever discharged or discriminated 
against for not paying this $3.50 per week into local 706. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

O. K. Rocers. 


Subseribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] C. H. Ussery, Notary Public. 
My commission expires September 4, 1963. 


Exuisit No. 72 
AFFIDAVIT OF KENNETH HERBERT ANDREWS 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Sebastian, ss: 

I am Kenneth Herbert Andrews and I live in Fort Smith, Ark., at the present 
time. I am now and have been a member of local union No. 29 of the United 
Association for many years. At the present time I am operating my own 
business and have been for the last 3% or 4 years. 

I remember the Pine Bluff Arsenal job in Pine Bluff, Ark., which Blaw-Knox 
Construction Co. was constructing for the U.S. Government. I worked on this 
job as a journeyman pipefitter and as a foreman for approximately 6 months. 
During the time that I worked on this job I did not pay any assessment into 
local 706 or any voluntary contribution into local 706. No one on the job told 
me that I was required to pay any assessment or voluntary contribution, or 
other moneys into local 706 and I did not do so. 

While I was foreman down there on this job I did not collect any money 
from members in my crew. 

I don’t remember seeing any money collected from any of our men, but I 
know positively that I didn’t collect any money from them, nor did I turn any 
money over to any representatives of local 706. 

I left the job down there to come back to Fort Smith and assume the duties 
of business agent of the Fort Smith local. 

While I was business agent of the Fort Smith local while the job was going on 
at Pine Bluff I heard no one complain or say anything about being forced to 
make any payment of an assessment into local 706 in order to be able to hold 
their jobs there. 

“Red” Yocum, Earl Griffin, Ermon Griffin, or anyone else ever told me that I 
had to make any payment into local 706 in order to hold my job there and as 
long as I worked there I was never discriminated against or treated unfairly in 
any way because of the fact that I didn’t make these payments. I left the job 
of my own free will and accord to come back to Fort Smith to assume the duties 
of business agent of this local union. During the period of time that I was busi- 
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ness agent of the local union while this job was going on at Pine Bluff I never 
instructed any of my people that were on this job to make any payments into local 
706 and if they were on the job and made the payment, I know nothing about it. 
I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 
KENNETH HERBERT ANDREWS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 


L. WILLIENE Cox, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires August 5, 1965. 


ExHIsir No. 73 


AFFIDAVIT OF Rospert H. TINSLEY 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is Robert H. Tinsley and I live at Route 4, El Dorado, Ark. During 
1951 or 1952. I was working at Bauxite as a journeyman pipefitter. I was work- 
ing out of local 155 in Little Rock, Ark., at that time. There was a strike at 
Beauxite and I went to the business agent in Little Rock, Mr. Dave Dove, when 
the strike took place and he told me that I could go to Pine Bluff, Ark., and work 
on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job there which was being constructed by Blaw-Knox 
Construction Co. This was in 1951 or 1952, I do not remember which year. 

I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job as a journeyman pipefitter approxi- 
mately + or 5 weeks, to the best of my memory at the present time. I worked 
there until the strike was settled at Bauxite and as we were not getting very 
much time at the Pine Bluff Arsenal job I went back to the job at Bauxite, Ark. 

During the time that I was employed by the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. 
on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job I did not pay any working assessment to my fore- 
man to hold my job there. I did not make any voluntary contribution to my 
foreman or to anyone else to hold my job there. 

While I was working on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job I paid a $2 a week working 
assessment into my own local which is local 155 in Little Rock, Ark. 

No one told me that I had to pay $3.50 a week to work on the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal job and I did not pay it. It was my understanding that local 706 had 
jurisdiction, but I paid nothing into the treasury of local 706 while I was working 
on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job. I paid my working assessments into my own 
local, local 155 in Little Rock. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

Ropert H. TINSLey. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] EMMA JEAN CALLOWAY, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires June 15, 1961. 


EXHIBIT No. 74 
AFFIDAVIT OF E. B. WHEELIS 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is FE. B. Wheelis and I have been a member of local 706 for a number 
of years. I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job as a journeyman pipefitter 
along about the middle of the job for about 7 weeks when I left the job and 
went to a job in Lima, Ohio. While I was working on the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job I attended a meeting of all the journeymen pipefitters and everyone hav- 
ing anything to do with the pipefitting trade on the Blaw-Knox Construction 
job. This meeting was held in a park near the site of the job and at that meet- 
ing Mr. Earl Griffin, the business agent of local 706, made a speech. Mr. 
Griffin stated that there had been some misunderstanding about who was to pay 
the $3.50 working assessment on the job and he made it clear at that time that 
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no one was required to pay the $3.50 working assessment in order to hold their 
jobs out there. Although I am a member of local 706, I never paid any of 
these assessments. I was not discriminated against in any way and held my 
job there until I quit and went to Lima, Ohio. I also know of several other 
people who were on this job that did not pay the working assessment. One 
of these people, whose name is Arnold Black, who lives in El Dorado, also 
did not pay this $3.50 working assessment. Black nor I were ever discriminated 
against or in any way told that we had to pay this $3.50 working assessment 
in order to hold our jobs there at the Pine Bluff Arsenal. I worked in severa] 
crews out there under several different foremen and none of the foremen ever 
told me that I had to pay this in order to hold my job. 

I remember at local union meetings in which I have been in attendance 
that the subject would come up about giving Christmas presents to various 
and sundry people who were instrumental in helping our business agent place 
the members of local 706 when there was not enough work in our aren to oe- 
cupy all of our men. On every occasion when this matter has come up when 
I have been in a local union meeting the membership authorized and directed the 
business agent or the officers to purchase Christmas presents which were suit- 
able for the particular individual and to send them to them as a token of our 
appreciation for using our men on the jobs which they might have in their 
areas. I have been a member of this local union for about 17 years and as 
long as I have been a member of the local union it has been a custom to give 
these Christmas presents to various and sundry people who have been of assist- 
ance to local 706 each year. 

Insofar as the members of local 706 being able to express their opinion on 
the floor without fear of discrimination, I would like to say that every member 
of local 706 has the right and the privilege to get up on the floor and express 
his opinion about any subject or bring up any subject that he desires to on 
the floor without fear of discrimination. This has happened on many occasions 
and many people have gotten up on the floor and disagreed with the policies 
of Earl and Ermon Griffin and have been sent out on jobs the next day or are al- 
ready on jobs and nothing ever happened with regard to their termination. 

I have often disagreed with Earl and Ermon Griffin about various and sundry 
things, but I have never been discriminated against and I know of no one in 
this local union that has ever been discriminated against for that or any other 
reason. 

It is because of the relationship that the business agents have in this local 
union with the business agents of other local unions that we are able to get 
so many of our men employed in the jurisdiction of other local unions when 
the other local unions need men to man some project. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

E. B. WHEELIS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] EMMA JEAN CALLOWAY, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires June 15, 1961. 





Exurpit No. 75 
AFFIDAVIT OF WALTER E. YARBROUGH 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 


I am Walter E. Yarbrough aud I live at 2402 Maryland Street, El Vorado, 
Ark. I am a member of local 665 and I have been a member of local 665 for a 
number of years. I was a member of local union No. 665 of the United Associa- 
tion in 1951 when I went to work on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job for Blaw-Knox 
Construction Co. which was constructing the arsenal at Pine Bluff for the U.S. 
Government. 

I was sent out on the job by the business agent of local 665 whose name is 
Ray Chambless. To the best of my memory at the present time, I worked on 
the job some 3 or 4 months. I remember distinctly when I went out on the job 
that Mr. Chambless told me that I was not required to pay any money into any 
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local union and no one ever asked me to pay any money into any local union as 
a working assessment. No one ever approached me to pay any money and it was 
my understanding that only people who wished to voluntarily pay money into 
local 706 did so. 

I never paid any money into local 706 while I was working on the job and 
I quit the job voluntarily to go to Paducah, Ky., to work. They were working 
6 days a week, 10 hours a day, on the job in Kentucky, and I went up there 
pecause of the longer hours. 

I was not terminated when I left. I just left the job and went to Kentucky. 
I don’t know how long they kept me on the payroll there after I left. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

WALTER E. YARBROUGH. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] Homer C. WAtrtTon, Notary Public. 
My commission expires April 8, 1961. 


Exnutrit No. 76 
AFFIDAVIT OF Finis LEE, JR. 


STaTE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 

My name is Finis Lee, Jr., and I live at El Dorado, Ark. In 1952 I was 
working for the Lion Chemical Co. when the employees of Lion Chemical Co. 
went on strike. I went to the headquarters of local 706 of the United Associa- 
tion in El Dorado and asked for employment. I was sent out to the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal job in Pine Bluff, Ark., and I went to work for Blaw-Knox as a journey- 
man pipefitter. While I was working there I was never required to pay any 
assessment or any money into local 706 and did not make any payments into 
local 706. Once in a while someone would come around with a petition to take 
up a donation for someone who was sick or something like that, but that is the 
only payment that I made while out on the job. I was never told that I had to 
pay anyone or any money to hold my job out there at Blaw-Knox and I never 
did make any payments into local 706 for the privilege of working on this job. 
I worked out on this job approximately 3 or 3144 months until the strike was 
settled at Lion Chemical Co. and then I went back to work for Lion Chemical 
Co. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

Finis LEE, Jr. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] Lou Craic, Notary Public. 

My Commission expires July 28, 1963. 





ExnHIsiT No. 77 


AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES WILLIE GARRETT 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is James Willie Garrett and I live at Norphlet, Ark. I was em- 
ployed by the Lion Chemical Co. in 1952 when the employees out there went on a 
strike and I was a member of local 706 of the United Association at that time 
while working at the Lion Chemical Co. When the employees of the Lion 
Chemical Co. went on a strike I went out to the Pine Bluff Arsenal job and went 
to work for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. as a journeyman pipefitter. I worked 
out there approximately 314 months until the Lion Chemical Co. called me back 
to my regular job after the strike was over. While I was out there I paid the 
$3.50 per week working assessment which is provided for in the bylaws of the 
local union. However, it was my understanding that the people who were on 
the job who were not members of local 706 were not required to pay this assess- 
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ment, but if they desired to make a voluntary contribution to local 706, they 
would be permitted to do so. Mr. Harry Tanner was my foreman on this job 
and I remember Mr. Tanner repeatedly telling the men in the crew who were 
not members of local 706 that they did not have to pay this assessment unless 
they so desired and if they so desired it would be a voluntary contribution on 
their part. At no time did I hear anyone say that the nonmembers of local 706 
were required to make this payment in order to hold their jobs or to keep from 
being discriminated against. The opposite of that is true. 

When I attended the local union meetings, if I had anything to say, I felt free 
to say it regardless of who might agree with it or disagree with it. I was not 
fearful of being discriminated against for disagreeing with anybody in the loca] 
union. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

JAMES WILLIE GARRETT, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 
[SEAL] Erts M. Lone, Notary Public. 


My commission expires November 8, 1962. 


Exuripsir No. 78 
AFFIDAVIT OF J. K. ANbRESS, R. E. Gay, AND J. J. BAILEY 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

We wish to state that we are all residents of El Dorado, Ark., and in 1952 we 
were employed by the Lion Chemical Co. In 1952 the employees of the Lion 
Chemical Co. went on a strike and we came to local 706 to see if we could 
secure employment while we were out on a strike. We were told to go over to 
the Blaw-Knox Construction job at the Pine Bluff Arsenal in Pine Bluff, Ark., 
and that we could perhaps secure work there. We went over and went to work, 
At no time were we ever told that we had to pay any money into local 706 
for the privilege of working on this Pine Bluff Arsenal job. However, each of 
us did pay the sum of $3.50 per week into local 706 as a voluntary contribution. 
We were told specifically that we did not have to make this payment, but we all 
wanted to make this payment into local 706 to help defray the expenses of the 
local, inasmuch as we were working on this job we felt that we should pay as 
much as the regular members of local 706 because we were getting as much 
benefit out of the job as were the members of local 706 and we felt that it was 
nothing but right, but that we bear our just share of the expenses. 

We have read the foregoing affidavit and it is true and correct to the best of 
our knowledge and belief. 

J. K. ANDRESS. 
R. E. Gay. 
J. J. BAILEY 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of October 1960. 
[SEAL] Finis Lee, Jr., Notary Public. 


My commission expires February 3, 1963. 


EXHIBIT No. 79 


AFFIDAVIT OF DALE C. WEBB 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 

My name is Dale C. Webb and I live at Norphlet, Ark. I am at the present 
time employed by Monsanto Chemical Co. just outside of El Dorado, Ark. In 
1952 I was working for Lion Chemical Co. when the employees of Lion Chemical 
Co. went out on a strike and I went to work over on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job 
for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. I worked over there about 3 months. During 
the time that I worked there I paid $3.50 per week to the El Dorado local of 
the United Association, which local is No. 706. 
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I have made a statement concerning this matter before which has been 
sent to Washington before the committee, but I was not asked in that state- 
ment whether or not I made this $3.50 payment to local 706 in order to hold my 
job at the Pine Bluff Arsenal. 

I wish to state at this time that the $3.50 per week which I paid to the Fl 
Dorado local of the plumbers and steamfitters was purely voluntary on my 
part and that I was under no obligation to pay it. However, I, like many of 
the other men, felt we should pay as much as the regular members of local 
706 in order to bear our just share of the expenses. 

No one ever told me that I had to pay this $3.50 per week in order to hold 
my job and I was advised that it was not necessary for me to pay this $3.50 
per week or any other sum as long as I worked at the Pine Bluff Arsenal job 
unless I wanted to. 

I wanted to pay this $3.50 per week, I thought it was right that I should 
pay it then, and I think it was right that I should pay it now on a voluntary 
basis. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

DALE ©. WEBB. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL ] JAMES D. Cook, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires May 3, 1961. 


ExHIBIT No. 80 


AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES M. LAMB 
STATE OF LOUISIANA, 
Parish of East Carroll, ss: 

My name is James M. Lamb. I live at 807 Fourth Street, Lake Providence, 
La. I am a journeyman steamfitter and a welder. I have been a member of 
the United Association since 1952 for many years. I joined the United Associa- 
tion through local 618, Greenville, Miss. 

I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. in 1952 
and 1953 for approximately 8 months. My foreman was Fred Daniels of Cam- 
den, Ark., and my general foreman was George Stewart. The work I performed 
and the crew I was assigned to worked in building 51 for the above foreman. 
Aside from my foreman, Mr. Daniels, and general foreman, Mr. Stewart, I 
remember Mr. H. Nix working with me in the same crew. 

I remember local 706 men paying their assessments into local T06 according 
to their constitution. I also remember none of us who were outside of local 706 
being allowed to pay any assessment. The only way our foreman would accept 
our money was as a voluntary contribution. No one in my crew was forced to 
pay any money in order to hold his job on the Blaw-Knox project. I was not 
discriminated against or terminated because of the assessment issue. I left the 
Same time Mr. H. Nix was leaving and I left voluntarily to go to a job with 
better pay. Mr. Nix and I both went to Woodriver, Ill., where the wage rate was 
considerably more than local 706. I know of no one leaving Blaw-Knox be- 
cause they refused to pay a working assessment. It was just opposite. The 
local union officers and Blaw-Knox was trying to keep all the pipefitters on the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal. It was difficult for us to get a termination and leave for 
something better. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

JAMES M. LAMB. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] Epna BisHor Brock, 

Clerk of Court and Ex Officio Notary Public. 

My commission expires June 1, 1964. 
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Exnurisit No. 81 


AFFIDAVIT OF ERNEST SAMUEL PEPPERS 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
Oounty of Union, 8s: 

My name is Ernest Samuel Peppers, and I live at Route 4, Box 78A, BI 
Dorado, Ark. 

I am the present president of Local Union 706 of the United Association and 
in such capacity I conduct all of the local union meetings. I have been presi- 
dent of local union 706 since 1957. I was elected to take this position upon the 
death of Mr. J. C. Swailes, who was the president and acting business agent at 
the time of his death. 

Prior to the time that I was elected president of local union 706 I was on the 
finance committee of local union 706. As a member of the finance committee we 
went over the books and records of the local union and made a monthly report 
to the membership. These monthly reports were read to the membership and 
approved when they were presented. I remember distinctly that if there were 
any questions concerning these financial reports that they were discussed fully 
on the floor and every person was permitted to have his say and examine the 
financial reports in the most minute detail if they so desired. I do not remem- 
ber but one person asking me any questions concerning the financial report and 
that was a fellow by the name of Torrence and that has been several years ago. 
I told him the information which he wanted was in the audit report which was 
one file in the office and it was available to him there. 

If anyone had asked me to give them any details concerning the financial 
report, I would have been glad to have done so, but no one while I was a mem- 
ber of the finance committee has ever asked me for any information other than 
that which was presented to the floor. 

While I was on the finance committee and while I have been in local 706 I 
remember distinctly that the local union has discussed various Christmas gifts 
to be given to general organizers and other people who have assisted the member- 
ship of local 706 in securing employment. This has been a general practice of 
local union 706 for a number of years. 

Since I have been president of local 706 and have been in charge of the 
meetings of this local union, I have given everyone an opportunity to get up on 
the floor and express himself in any manner which he chose to do. Every 
person in this local union has the right to get up on the floor and bring up 
anything that he has on his mind or express any opinion that he has on his 
mind without fear of discrimination or recrimination and I know of no one 
in this local union who has ever been discriminated against because they have 
gotten up on the floor of the local union and have spoken their minds, whether 
or not they agree with me, Earl Griffin, Ermon Griffin, or any of the other 
officers of this local union. 

On some occasions members have gotten up at the wrong order of business 
and attempted to bring up some subject, but he was told that he was out of 
order at the present time but would be given an opportunity to take up his 
particular subject under the good and welfare of the local union. No person 
vas ever prohibited from expressing himself or his opinion in the local union 
and has not been since I have been president, and I know of no one that was 
ever prohibited from doing so before I became president. 

I did not work on the Pine Bluff job for at that time I was working for the 
Loomis Co. at Lion Refinery here at El Dorado, Ark. 

I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

ERNEST SAMUEL PEPPERS. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] WANDA WASHINGTON, 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires October 1, 1961. 
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Exurisit No. 82 
AFFIDAVIT OF Hers E. BAYER 


STATE OF KANSAS, 
County of Shawnee, 88: 


Iam Herb E. Bayer and I am the field project manager for Blaw-Knox Co., 
presently employed by said company on a construction project near Topeka, 
Kans. 

I was also the field project manager for Blaw-Knox Co. at the time we 
were constructing the so-called Pine Bluff Arsenal near Pine Bluff, Ark., for 
the U.S. Government. This project was under construction during the years 
1951 to 1954. 

During the period of time this project was under construction we were 
almost constantly in need of qualified pipefitters and competent welders. 

While this project was under construction there were several strikes by the 
various craft unions over one thing or another, and there were many weeks 
during the course of this job that the men did not work due to inclement 
weather. 

Also, during the course of this project, men would quit for one reason or an- 
other after they received their paycheck and never say anything to us about 
not coming back to work. Upon many occasions men would come to the project, 
apply for employment, pass their security check, and then go seek a place for 
themselves and families to live. As Pine Bluff is a relatively small community, 
many of these men could not find accommodation and would move on to another 
town to seek work on another project so that they would be able to work where 
they could find suitable accommodations for themselves and their families. 
They would move on without notifying us that they were not going to return 
to the project to work. 

The above various classifications of people would be on our list of employees 
for various periods of time until we terminated them. We had a periodic check 
of our personnel and if a man had not been on the job for 2 weeks or so when 
these periodic checks were made, then such man would be terminated and 
dropped from our list of employees. 

From the above it will be seen that a list of employees of the Blaw-Knox Co. 
would not be an accurate list of the employees who were actually working on 
the project each week. As an example, at the peak of the project, we had issued 
in the neighborhood of some 22,000 badges for employees to work on the job, 
while at the peak of the job we had in the neighborhood of only 6,700 em- 
ployees. These figures are not more than approximately 10 percent off either 
way, and I have no way to give the exact figures as the records for a job 
performed that far back are not available. 

We would carry such “absentee” employees on our employee records for a 
reasonable length of time in hopes that they would return to the job on the 
project, and it was only when it became evident that they were not going to 
return that we dropped them as employees of Blaw-Knox. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

Hers E. BAYER. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of October 1960. 

[SEAL] J. W. Emmons, Notary Public. 

My commission expires March 8, 1962. 


Exursit No. 83 


AFFIDAVIT OF RiIcHARD ISON 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Sebastian, ss: 


Iam a member of Local Union 155 of the United Association in Little Rock, 
Ark. At the present time I am working in Fort Smith, Ark., on the Ohio 
rubber plant. My job here is superintendent for Mechanical Contractors, Ine. 
I have been working on this job approximately since June of 1960. 

In 1951 I was a member of local 155 of Little Rock, Ark., and I went down on 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal job and began to work for Blaw-Knox Construction Co. 
which was building the Pine Bluff Arsenal for the U.S. Government. When I 
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went down on this job I began work as a general foreman. As a general foreman 
I had several foremen under me and each foreman had some 10 or 12 men under 
him. When I was sent down on this job from local 155 I was not told that J 
had to pay any assessment into local 706 or anything else into local 706 in order 
to hold my job there. No one out of local 706 ever told me that I had to pay an 
assessment into local 706 in order to hold my job there, although I did make 
some payments into local 706 while I was there. For a while I paid $3.50 per 
week into local 706 and then after a while I paid $2.50 per week into local 706. 
I made these payments into local 706 purely as a voluntary contribution as [I 
understood that I was not required to pay anything into local 706 in order to 
hold my job there. I remember very distinctly two meetings which were held 
by the officers of local 706 in a park near the job site there. Mr. J. C. Swailes, 
of local 706, conducted these meetings as he was the president of local 706, and 
Mr. Earl Griffin, who was the business agent of local 706, made a talk upon this 
assessment. Mr. Griffin made the statement there that there had been some talk 
that people were required to pay money into local 706 in order to hold their job 
there and he told the entire crowd which consisted of several hundred people 
that no one was required to pay any money into local 706 in order to maintain 
their job there at the Pine Bluff Arsenal and that if anyone had paid any money 
into local 706 with the misunderstanding that they had to in order to hold their 
job there, that if they would step forward or give him their name and the amount 
that they had paid he would refund this money if they so desired. 

This same statement was made at the next meeting which was held for the 
purpose of explaining this assessment money and the voluntariness thereof, 
Everyone that I know of that worked around me strictly understood that any 
money which they paid into local 706 was a voluntary contribution. I worked 
on this job from October of 1951 to June of 1953 and there were very few men 
left on this job at the time that I left the job. During the period of time that 
I worked on this job I know of several men of local 155, the Little Rock local, 
who did not make any voluntary contribution into local 706 and they enjoyed 
the same working privileges as the people of the crew which were working on 
this job, even though they did not make this payment into local 706. Several 
of the men I remember distinctly did not make any of these payments and they 
worked there as long or longer than I did. I don’t remember definitely who paid 
and who didn’t pay, but I know that some did pay and some did not. I never 
kept a list of who paid and who didn’t pay and I never reduced my force from 
any such list. No one ever told me that all the men on the job were required to 
pay and it was generally understood just the opposite, particularly after the two 
meetings which Mr. Griffin conducted. 

I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

RIcHArpD Ison, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] L. WILLENE Cox, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires August 5, 1963. 


Exnutsit No. 84 
AFFIDAVIT OF ROBERT FILLMORE TARPLEY 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Sebastian, ss: 

I am at the present time a member of Local Union 29 of the United Association 
and I reside in Fort Smith, Ark. 

During 1951 and at other times during the Pine Bluff Arsenal job IT worked 
there for Blaw-Knox Construction Co., all told, for about 2 months as a 
journeyman pipefitter. 


During the time that I worked there I paid $3.50 per week into loca! 706. I 
made this as a voluntary contribution and no one told me that I was oblicated to 
do so or in any way forced me to make this contribution. This contribution was 


made by me into local 706 of my own free will and accord. 
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I paid this money to my foreman, but my foreman never told me that I had to 
pay this money in order to hold my job or to maintain my employment there on 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal job. 

I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

RoperRT FILMORE TARPLEY. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960, 
[ SEAL] GLADYS JONEs, 


Notary Public, 
My commission expires 25 September 1963. 





Exuipsir No. 85 
AFFIDAVIT OF CHARLIE WRIGHT 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Sebastian, ss: 

My name is Charlie Wright and I reside at 5210 South 29th Street in Fort 
Smith, Ark. At the present time I am the business agent of Local 29 of the 
United Association located in Fort Smith, Ark. I have been the business agent 
of this local union for approximately 2% years. 

In 1951 through 1954 the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. was constructing an 
arsenal for the U.S. Government at Pine Bluff, Ark. 

They employed several hundred people on this job and they employed a good 
number of pipefitters on this job. Local 706 of El Dorado, Ark., had jurisdiction 
over this job, but I worked on this job out of local 29 of Fort Smith, Ark. I 
have been a member of Local 29 of the United Association in Fort Smith, Ark., 
for approximately 16 years. I worked on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job for approxi- 
mately 18 months altogether. Part of the time I was a journeyman pipefitter 
and part of the time I was a pipefitter foreman. During the time I was a 
journeyman pipefitter and during the time I was a pipefitter foreman I made a 
voluntary contribution into local 706 in the sum of $3.50 per week. It was my 
understanding that this was purely a voluntary contribution and no one had to 
pay this money into local 706 to maintain their job there or to be able to work on 
this job. 

During the time that I was a foreman on this job I collected some of this 
money for local 706, but no one ever told me to collect the money from people who 
were not members of local 706 inasmuch as if they wanted to pay the $3.50 per 
week they were entitled to do so, but it was not an obligation on them to do so in 
order to hold their jobs. This was made very plain to me and everyone on the 
job knew this to be true. 

While I was a foreman on this job several of the men who were on strike at the 
chemical plant were sent out to work in my crew. I believe that I had seven of 
these people in my crew and I never told any of them that they had to pay any 
money in order to hold their jobs or to work on this project. To the best of my 
knowledge, most of them did pay, but they all understood that it was a voluntary 
contribution on their part. 

I can further state that I know of several men on this job who did not make 
any voluntary contribution into local 706 or any other local union that I know 
anything about and they were not discriminated against in any way, but worked 
along the side of the rest of us just as much as any of the other people did. 
I know of no one being discriminated against in any way because of the fact 
they did not make this voluntary contribution into local 706. 

When I collected this money I turned it over to “Red” Yocum, who was the job 
Steward, who in turn took the money into the local union office. “Red” Yocum 
or anyone else connected with local union 706 never told me to be sure and collect 
the money from everyone in my crew. It was just the opposite. I was not told 
that everyone had to pay. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

CHARLIE WRIGHT. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 


L. WILLENE Cox, Notary Public. 
My commisison expires August 5, 1963. 
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ExHIsit No. 86 


AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN Guy BROWN 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Crawford, ss: 

I live in Crawford County, star route 2, out of Van Buren, Ark., and I am 
at the present time employed by Mechanical Contractors, Inc., which is building 
the Ohio Rubber plant just outside of Fort Smith, Ark. I have been working 
here approximately 5 months. In 1951 to 1954 the Blaw-Knox Construction 
Co. was constructing an arsenal for the U.S. Government at Pine Bluff, Ark., and 
I worked on this job as a journeyman pipefitter and as a pipefitter foreman for 
approximately 18 months. 

I am a member of Local Union No. 29 of Fort Smith, Ark., of the United 
Association. I was sent down to work on this job by my local and inasmuch as 
the Local Union 706 of the United Association had jurisdiction over this job, 
I paid into local 706 the sum of $2.50 or $3.50 per week, but I don’t remember 
exactly how much. I do remember, however, that all of the members of other 
locals than 706 were not required to pay any money into local 706, but that this 
was a voluntary contribution from the people who were not members of local 
706. While I was a foreman on the job I had from 10 to 12 men working under 
me and I never collected any money from these men to turn in to local 706 and I 
never required them to puy any money into local 706 in order to hold their jobs 
there. It was understood by everyone concerned on this job that I know anything 
about that they were not required to pay any amount into local 706 in order to 
hold their jobs there. 

When I first went to work down there I was working with a group of men 
out of local 155 of Little Kock, Ark., and they told me that they were not paying 
into local 706, but were paying into local 155. While I was working with them 
I never saw any of them pay into local 706 and none of them were ever discrim- 
inated against or run off the job or in any way treated any differently than any 
of the rest of us who did make a voluntary contribution into local 706. I 
remember no one being run off the job for not making a voluntary contribution 
into local 706 and I know of some that did and some that didn’t. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge and belief. 

JOHN Guy Brown. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1960. 
[ SEAL] L. WILLENE Cox, Notary Public. 


My commission expires August 5, 1963. 





ExnHIsiIT No. 87 
AFFIDAVIT OF HERSHEL SMITH AND HARVEY ATKINS 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 8s: 

In 1952 we were working for the Lion Chemical Co. at El Dorado, Ark., 
and we went out on a strike some time during that year. When we went out 
on a strike we went to local 706, although we were not members thereof, and 
asked them if they could give us a job while we were out on a strike or help 
us find employment while we were out on a strike. Someone in the office of 
local 706 sent us over to Pine Bluff as they were building the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
at that time and we went to work there. We worked there approximately 3 
months before our strike was settled and when our strike was settled we went 
back to work for Lion Chemical Co. When we went out there and went to 
work at the Pine Bluff Arsenal job in Pine Bluff, which was being built by 
Blaw-Knox Construction Co., no one ever told us that we had to pay any money 
to anybody to hold our jobs or to work on that project. We did contribute to 
local 706, but on one told us that we had to. We felt like if we were going 
to work on the job that we would pay into the local union to help bear the 
expenses of the local union just like the regular members did. The mone) 
which we paid into local 706 was strictly a voluntary contribution on our part 
us we merely wanted to help bear the expenses of the local union in keeping 
the wages, hours, and working conditions which they had on the project. 
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Affiant Harvey Atkins states that it is his understanding that everybody 
that went to work out there on the job while they were on a strike at the 
Lion Chemical Co. understood that any money they paid into local 706 while 
they were working on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job was purely a voluntary con- 
tribution. 

We have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the 
pest of our knowledge and belief. 

HERSHEL SMITH. 
HARVEY ATKINS. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of October 1960. 


Finis LEE, Jr., 
Notary Public. 


My commission expires February 8, 1963. 


ExHIBIt No. 88 


AFFIDAVIT OF FLoyD W. ZYLKS 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 88: 

Iam Floyd W. Zylks and I live at 318 West First Street in El Dorado, Ark. 
I have been a member of local union 706 for approximately 15 years and for 
the past 5 years I have been a member of the finance committee. 

It is the duty of the finance committee to go over the books and records of the 
local union each month and see what the money that the local union has has 
been expended for and examine the receipts of the local union and see that they 
are properly accounted for. 

I was a member of the finance committee in January of 1958. The financial 
statement for the month of January 1958, was signed by Wesley Ford and N. W. 
Price. I did not sign that particular financial report to the body, but I remem- 
ber it being discussed. I remember very distinctly the discussion which took 
place prior to January of 1958 concerning the Christmas gifts which were to 
be given. The body authorized Christmas gifts for general organizers and other 
personnel of the United Association who had been instrumental in assisting the 
business agents of local 706 in securing employment for the members of 706 over 
the United States and in and around our area. These Christmas gifts were dis- 
cussed thoroughly at a meeting prior to the time that their purchases were 
approved. 

The financial statement for January 1958, was read on the floor and approved 
and it contains Christmas gifts in the amount of $4,236.24. 

It has always been customary in our local union to give Christmas gifts of this 
nature to contractors, general organizers, and people who have assisted the 
business agent in securing employment for the membership. This has always 
been approved by the membership and the type of gift was usually and generally 
left up to the business agent. I have had an opportunity to see the financial 
statement of January 1958, and it was read on the floor on May 6, 1958, and 
approved by the membership and it is so noted thereon by S. O. Longing, who is 
the recording secretary of the body. These financial statements have always 
been open for inspection by any member of the organization and they are dis- 
cussed on the floor and if anyone desires to inspect them after they are read on 
the floor and approved or before they are read and approved, they have a perfect 
right to do so. Anyone who makes the statement that the finance committee has 
kept the financial statements of this local union 706 from them is not conversant 
with the facts, to put it mildly, for this committee of which I am a member would 
be happy to have any member of the organization go over the books with them 
at the time they make up these statements. 

No one has even requested me or any member of the committee, so far as I 
know, to see any of the statements which we prepare and if they did have they 
would have been perfectly willing to see them or come in with us and assist 
us in making up the statement if they so desired. 

During the latter part of the Pine Bluff Arsenal job which was constructed by 
the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. between 1951 and 1954 I worked on this job 
approximately 12 months. During that time I was a foreman having under 
me approximately 10 to 12 men at all times. Some of these men were members 
of local 706 and some of them were not members of local 706. I collected the 
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$3.50 per week assessments due local 706 under the bylaws of local 706 from 
the members of local 706. However, I made no attempt to collect any moneys 
from any person on the job who was not a member of local 706. They were told 
that if they desired to voluntarily contribute anything into the treasury of local 
706 to help finance the policing of this job by local 706 that it would be accepted, 
At no time was anyone in my crew or anyone that I know of told that it was 
obligatory on their part to pay $3.50 per week in order to hold their job at the 
Pine Bluff Arsenal. I made it plain to everybody in my crew that if they were 
not members of 706, this was purely a voluntary contribution and they could 
either make it or not. I know of no one who has released, fired, discharged, or 
run off of the job because they did not pay this $3.50 per week into local 706 and 
I know several people who did not make this payment. There was no discrim- 
ination against anyone on this job who did not make this payment. 

When I made the collections from the men in my crew I would give it to 
“Red” Yocum part of the time and the other part of the time I would bring 
it in to the office and turn it in to the office and turn it in to the young lady at 
the office myself. 

I remember a meeting held at the Pine Bluff Arsenal job when Earl Griffin 
specifically told the people present that it was not necessary for them to pay the 
$3.50 per week into local 706 unless they desired to make a voluntary con- 
tribution. He emphatically stated that it was not necessary for them to pay 
anything into local 706 for them to hold their jobs and if they wanted to make 
a payment of $3.50 per week or any lesser amount, it would be gratefully 
accepted in order to help finance the policing of the job. 

I know of no one in the local union who has not been able to express him- 
self on any subject that has come before the local union or has not been able to 
bring up any subject on the floor of the local union and have it thoroughly dis- 
cussed without being discriminated against by Earl Griffin, Ermon Griffin, or 
any of the other officers in local union 706. Everyone in the local union has a 
right and has always exercised the right to get up on the floor and express 
anything they wanted to and I know of no one who has even been discriminated 
against in any way, shape, form, or fashion for disagreeing with Earl or Ermon 
Griffin or any of the other officers in local 706. 

I can remember specific instances where men would get up on the floor and 
take violent opposition to some of the policies of Earl and Ermon Griffin and 
yet be sent out on jobs just the same as would other men who agreed with the 
policies of Earl and Ermon Griffin. 

I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

FLoyp W. ZYLKS, 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of October, 1960. 

[SEAL] WANDA WASHINGTON, 

Notary Public. 

My commission expires October 1, 1961. 


Exuisit No. 89 


AFFIDAVIT OF N. W. PRICE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, 88s: 

My name is N. W. Price and I live in Camden, Ark., Route 1, Box 666. 

I have been a member of Local Union No. 706 of the United Association for 
several years and for the past several years I have been a member of the finance 
committee of local union 706. I was a member of the finance committee of local 
706 in January of 1958 and I prepared and signed the financial report for the 
month of January 1958. 

The financial report for the month of January 1958 contains an item of 
Christmas gifts in the amount of $4,236.24. The finance committee went over 
this item and as it has been approved by the body prior to the time the expendi- 
tures were made it was listed and approved by the finance committee. This 
report was taken to the floor and read in full to the membership and it was 
approved by the membership. 
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The membership of local union 706 was fully aware that $4,236.24 was spent 
for Christmas gifts, they were fully aware of what the gifts were, and they 
were fully aware of to whom these Christmas gifts were given and the reasons 
therefor. 

The financial statements are read on the floor almost every month and at no 
time has anyone ever asked me any question about the financial statement that I 
didn’t give him a complete answer, and if I could not give him a complete answer 
I would advise him to look for himself in the books and in the records. ; 

No one has ever requested to participate in the drawing up of these financial 
reports and no one has ever complained to me as a member of the finance 
committee that the books and records of the local union were being kept 
from them. 

It has been the custom of the local union for many years to give Christmas 
presents and gifts to various general organizers and various business agents 
of other local unions, to contractors, etc., who have assisted our business agent 
in securing employment for the membership of local 706. It is a common practice 
in the local union and I can remember many occasions where it has been brought 
up on the floor of the local union and approved by the membership. 

Generally, the selection and type of presents to be given to these people is left 
entirely up to the business agent. 

In order to clarify a statement previously made concerning the reading of 
the financial statement on the floor, some months the financial statement is not 
prepared, but 12 financial statements are read every year on the floor. There 
may be some months where there would be a skip because of the auditor having 
the books or the books being out of place for one reason or another, but there isa 
financial statement made for each month of the year although it may not be 
read each month in the year. 

With regard to the democracy in our local union, I know and every other 
member of this local union knows that he can get up on the floor and speak his 
piece at any local union meeting without fear of being discriminated against 
or without fear of any reprisal whatsoever. This happens at almost every 
meeting and I know of no one in this local union who has been discriminated 
against by Earl or Ermon Griffin or any other officer of this local union because 
they disagreed with them or their policies or for any other reason. 

I have read the foregoing statement and it is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 

N. W. PRICE. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] C. W. DANCER. 


Notary Public. 
My commission expires March 21, 1963. 





EXHIBIT No. 90 


AFFIDAVIT OF WESLEY Forp 
STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Union, ss: 


My name is Wesley Ford and I am a member of local 706 and I am on the 


finance committee of local 706. I have read the foregoing affidavit of N. W. 
Price and I make the same affidavit as does he. 


WESLEY Forp. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of October 1960. 


[SEAL] C. W. DANCER, 


Notary Public. 
My commission expires March 21, 1963. 
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ExuHIBiIt No. 91 
AFFIDAVIT OF ScoTTig IL. SMITH 


STATE OF ARKANSAS, 
County of Jefferson, ss: 

My name is Scottie L. Smith. I live at Jefferson, Ark., and in 1951 to 1954 
the Blaw-Knox Construction Co. was building an arsenal for the U.S. Govern- 
ment just outside of Pine Bluff, Ark., in Jefferson County. I started working 
on this job as a welding inspector for Blaw-Knox and I worked on the job for 
approximately 2 years. I worked on the job as a journeyman fitter for about 
30 days. After I worked there as a journeyman fitter for awhile I drug up and 
went to another job. During the time that I was working there I never paid any 
assessment into local 706 or any other local union, was never asked to, was 
never told that I had to, and know of no one else on the job who was told that 
they had to make a $3.50 payment into local 706 each week in order to maintain 
their job there at the arsenal. 

During the time I was welding inspector with the company on this job I 
became a member of local 665. I have been a member of local 665 ever since that 
time although I have worked in various and sundry jurisdictions of other loca] 
unions, 

I have read the foregoing and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

Scorrie L. SMiru, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22d day of October 1960. 
7EO. N. HOLMEs, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires September 16, 1961. 


Exnuisit No. 92 


UNSWORN STATEMENT OF EARL GRIFFIN SUBMITTED SUBSEQUENT TO THE HEARINGS 


At the close of the hearing held before the Subcommittee on Investigations of 
the Committee on Government Operations on August 17, 1960, in Washington, 
D.C., the Chair advised that additional statements may be submitted. The fol- 
lowing is my additional statement with supporting affidavits which I respect- 
fully request be made a part of the official record in this matter. 

At the outset of the hearing which began on August 16, 1960, the Chair made 
a statement concerning the scope of the investigation of the subcommittee, and 
from this statement of the Chair, I conclude that the subcommittee is interested 
in the following matters: 

I. The moneys collected from the pipefitters on the Pine Bluff Arsenal job by 
local 706 with respect to— 

A. From whom and the method the money was collected. 

B. The agreement between locals 155, 665, and 706 concerning the joint 
venture account of such moneys. 

©. The amount of money which was collected, and the disposition thereof, 

II. The expenditures from the funds of local 706 for gifts. 

III. The availability of financial records of the union to the general member- 
ship. 

IV. Democracy in local 706. 

I should like to take up the above-enumerated matters in the order listed above, 
and present to the committee evidence on such matters. 


I. THE MONEYS COLLECTED ON THE PINE BLUFF ARSENAL JOB 


At the outset of the comments presented on this subject, I wish to emphat- 
ically state that I never used any of the money collected on this job for my own 
personal benefit nor do I know of any person or persons who did. Insofar as 
I have been able to ascertain, every cent collected on this job on behalf of local 
706 went into the treasury of that organization. I categorically deny that I 
have ever wrongfully taken any money that belonged to local union 706. 


A. With regard to the method of collection and the persons on the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal job from whom the collections were made on this job 


The following is the true picture: 
The bylaws, and the amendments thereto, of local 706 provide that the mem- 
bers of local 706 who worked in excess of 8 hours in any one workweek were 
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required to pay into the building fund of the local $1.50 for that week. If a 
member worked in excess of 16 hours in any workweek, such member was re- 
quired to pay the full $3.50 working assessment per week into local union 706, 
This $3.50 per week was distributed into three separate funds of the local, to 
wit: $1.50 building fund, $1 organizing fund, and $1 general fund. 

Thus, if a member worked only 8 hours in a week, he pays nothing for that 
week, if a member works 16 hours for that week, he pays $1.50 into the building 
fund, and if a member works in excess of 16 hours for the week, he pays the 
entire $3.50 into the local. 

This so-called working assessment of the members is in addition to the $4.50 
per month which each member pays as dues. 

If a member fails to pay his working assessment or his dues, he is not dis- 
charged from his job, for this local union has had no “closed shop” or “union 
shop” agreements which would require the employer to discharge him. 

If a member fails to pay the working assessment as required under the 
bylaws, his dues will not be accepted until he has paid what he owes as an 
assessment, and after he is delinquent for 3 months on his dues he is carried as 
delinquent for an additional 9 months and then he is dropped from membership 
of local union 706. 

The above was in effect at the time the Pine Bluff Arsenal was being con- 
structed by Blaw-Knox Construction Co., insofar as the members of this local 
union were concerned. However, an entirely different situation applied to pipe- 
fitters working on this job who were nonmembers of local 706. 

The nonmembers of local 706 on this job were not required to pay anything 
into local 706. However, many of such nonmembers of local 706 who were en- 
gaged in pipefitting did make a voluntary contribution into the treasury of local 
706 in order to help defray the expenses of local 706 in policing the job and 
maintaining and securing better wages, hours, and working conditions. Local 
706 was given union jurisdiction over the project by the United Association, its 
parent organization, and local 706 handled all of the negotiations, grievances, 
ete., on this project. As a matter of fact, through the efforts of local 706, two 
backpay awards were made to the pipefitters on this project, one for 26 cents 
per hour, one for 8 cents per hour, and an increase in pay to $2.85 per hour 
from $2.31 per hour. These backpay awards concerned negotiations with the 
Wage Stabilization Board. 

Affidavits attached hereto of the following persons establish that no obligatory 
assessment was levied against pipefitters who were not members of local 706, 
and that the pipefitters were not required to pay a weekly amount into local 
union 706 to remain employed on this project. 


Affidavit number and name: 


1. Norwood Deal. 24. John Henry Armer 
2. Walter J. Martin, Sr. 25. Fred Murphy 
3. James E. Goodwin. 26. Ralph Kelly 
4. Fred J. Daniels. 27. Homer Andress 
5. Dan Dietrich and Henry Dietrich 28. John W. Garlington 
6. William Roland McAdoo. 29. Keith Ripley 
7. Earl W. Alexander. 30. H. C. Burns 
8. R. W. Brummett. 31. R. J. Garrett 
9. R. K. Schaeffer. 32. M. L. “Red” Evans 
10. J. E. Cook and C. P. Thompson. 33. H. A. Tanner 
11. W. A. McMahan, A. A. Malloch, 34. Frank W. Holzer 
B. E. Craig, and W. T. “Red” 35. Garnett Hamp Smith 
Harris 36. O. K. Rogers 
12. H. J. Webb and J. B. Swilley. 37. Kenneth Herbert Andrews 
(See last page of McMahan 38. Robert H. Tinsley 
affidavit. ) 39. E. B. Wheelis 
13. W. W. Wright and H. C. Brat- 40. Walter E. Yarbrough 
ton 41. Finis Lee, Jr. 
14. M. Muckelrath, Jr., Vernon 42. James Willie Garrett 
Burson, and L. B. Priddy 43. J. K. Andress and R. E. Gay 
15. O. B. Coonradt 44. Dale C. Webb 
16. Roy A. Yarbrough 48. Richard Ison 
17. Bruce Cottrell 49. Robert F. Tarpley 
18. Jack Goodwin 50. Charlie Wright 
19. George Morgan 51. John Guy Brown 
20. George Wolfe 52. Hershel Smith and Harvey 
21. Lawson Reason Holmes Atkins 
22. J. R. Burns 53. Floyd W. Zylks 


23. J. M. Johnny Telford 








286 LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 


It appears to be of particular significance that there was only one person out 
of the several thousand who were employed on this project at one time or another 
that the record in this matter contains the statement of only one person, Orrig 
M. Nix, that when he got behind on his assessments he was discharged. 

This statement of Nix. however, is completely refuted by the affidavit of Mr. 
Fred J. Daniels (affidavit No. 4), the foreman of Orris M. Nix, who discharged 
him, and the affidavit of James M. Lamb, attached hereto as affidavit No. 45, 
Mr. Daniels fired Mr. Nix, but it was not because of any assessments which were 
unpaid. The true reason Mr. Nix was discharged is contained in Mr. Daniels’ 
affidavit. 

Of course, it must be conceded that no union official, business agent, or repre 
sentative had the authority to discharge anyone from this job, for only the 
company, Blaw-Knox, could do this, through its representatives. Insofar ag 
I have been able to determine, this record is completely devoid of any com. 
pany representative or official discharging anyone from this project for the 
failure to pay assessments into local 706—whether such person be a member or 
nonmember of local union 706. 

It is absolutely not true that nonmembers of local 706 were required to pay 
a weekly assessment, contribution, donation, Or to pay any money into local 
706 to either go to work or continue to work on this project. 

The members of local 706 paid their assessments into local 706—some by the 
use of the envelope system with which this committee is familiar, and some by 
direct payment to the local union office. The pipefitters on the project who 
were nonmembers of local 706 were informed that they did not come under the 
bylaws of local 706, and thus were not required to pay the 706 working assegs- 
ment, but if they desired to make a weekly contribution into 706, it would be 
accepted. 

Apparently there was some misunderstanding about this, and in order to 
get this matter completely straight so everyone understood, we called a meet- 
ing one evening in the city park of Pine Bluff near the job site, and I told 
everyone present in as plain English as I know how to use that no one on the 
job was required to pay the $3.50 per week or any other sum into local 706 
in order to continue to work on the project or to begin to work on the project. 
I further stated at this meeting that if anyone had paid any sums into 706 
under the impression he was required to do so to hold his job such money would 
be refunded to him upon request. (For substantiation of this, see the attached 
affidavits of persons in attendance of such meetings. ) 

In spite of this special meeting, and in spite of the instructions to the 
steward, in spite of the discussion of this matter on the local union floor at 
regular meetings, and in spite of the matter being fully discussed at the meeting 
of the Arkansas Pipe Trades Association, there still appeared to be some mis- 
understanding about the matter. When I learned of this I called a second meet- 
ing of all the pipefitters classification on this job at the city park near Pine 
Bluff and again reiterated my previous explanations that nonmembers of local 
706 were not required to pay anything into local 706 to hold their jobs, but 
that if they wished to make a voluntary contribution to local 706 to help defray 
the expenses of policing the job, it would be accepted. (See attached affidavits 
of persons attending such meeting. ) 

In addition to the above, attached hereto are photostatic copies of a few of 
the checks which I have been able to locate which were given to pipefitters 
who were nonmembers of local 706 as a refund as these men applied for the 
refund under the impression that they were required to pay to local 706. 











LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 287 














<eichane ntvereebcgaienehenroeete iets cannes tenth mepteiteen te 






aBevernty-five 2 a4 AG; PLD  adeitesta bd ae 







me arse nis Nhe 2 Rinninns Senireteane naan eater. 


Sk kan semen enna EF cee eat 










lis Refund on fee, 


es 








sintinsigioccoc seneannetnsnc totes 
be oT rae Pacastan pe peeieen 
$s ssssosnsdbcatonicieccovsonesabnansac 
Ale ss a 
| Kira Wi ENA aR + Riguednr DETR CAP EO : 
*. Ry = 
Lots ba oe si 


| ah) —_ MEME Tie ERAS, Wa 2204: 

















f “ LL. LIORADC (ARK, oS 20a 7 15. 542. 

® | Parr rmx i : oo 
4A j r E: 2 ta 7 sky 

bed ' REMUS OP nn Ss Si cea cacti ei a ni Lone Ei Sintbnecsesee. ~ sna 
. 5 i + 

4 coco siacaactiaas ica _, DOLLARS 

Pa sasaaha sessions act aps oriarapeade 

Cr ie TAN $ ods Saas RIES WELT T 





L ORION HO Fos 
¥ ay so 





[ “hKoouw Your Enm@omert+ Ragaice PEN TIP ECATION™ 








706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK, 





moet se 
bie S 


ORS. $2 nae amt 
is ehecaet 


ie meeds 
wey 


pF, 






% 


% 

4 SoS 8 ie 
oox 6 ee : 
= 2b Bay a 9 wey coy 24 | 

* LACE MS ¢ Sas DH > 
t ; "4 
- 
~_ satis 
‘ 4 
: 





ee we a ae 


aM ce 





“ se 
o = ° 
ss Ata See ag i 
me oo at 
yo 2 <i 
~~ om Bw 
SS 4% a! 
- S ris o 
Sam 
“ 
\& <= = 5} 
my on 
; —_ Po 
. a 
ae gat # +2 * 
oe Et gs 
; * aS 
. st ‘ . £F 


AUS 





~*~ mE 
Shs, x 





LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 289 





—_ 3271 


oO eee ee 
Tidomane Ann, 22cester (7 ys 3 









Parte vie : 
omer. dy AT Gh Ie Sie ee 





| 
{ wn Bitty & hos? 


pow . tes sree 








ee a ae Sate seine ta a ici aie suas as ee 
* i POT EES OG ABEL Ua ‘ B20 yr ROe BEML 


y 7 t 





aL UNTCR RO Foe 





. Bist cho ce eee ee ee a ar F i 2a 
ee j a gd re ae eae CP ecm SUMS 
} 


‘Row Neer: Dw iso ee > Regge. BRR ERC ATER” 


ds TA Rea ety, WAI 


Ea 










: te 
8 EL DORaAnG, ARK. He 25 19$_3 
Max Se Tai 
GID OF. $62.4 Fy Bivgy.s <j : 
iii Pan. 7st: Be ns i lkceaonbalintine se spcees .. Bi 250,.50 


at, eR A 
{ 
: 


me 1 Cee ea ee erent: meet chee a wes POLARS 
i - Besta pacing tom St ESE AWN ESROE ACCEE (ANCE Oe “Se WetiiGras Reccer 
; poe ceo as es 
Ss } ' OfUHs ce fos ' 13 j 
rf ; 708 
J ' ben a “ } } ene 
re i Ege wage | ’ 
rr ws i 
paniiiosesincibbes eictaciaaiss a e J Re RAY TOR 





. 
Pa TOT COR ECAR? Kegnsies DEM EEPEC AT OOO” 





ere Se ee ee oe 


ARK. 





ADO, 


EL DOR 


Ny 


UNIO} 


06, 


Ws BB5Giio S248 


ct Of My 


PHO LAG 2 s 
s , CMPD tng Wed 
a . 
i TOTRR 3}. wh 


AVY TNO nM {Say 


Helv GNy DE Hg 3G 
BAe onan. 40 90% ee! 
PEO ates: ae Seer SAPS Sageeny’ Rie 5+ 

3. ie ie ad Se os 40 


WES ire; a PR SE tr 


ay eyo fe 


wt OM 


.AL 


i t 





LO¢ 


) 


I 


Ne 


A 








LOCAL 706, PLUMBERS UNION, EL DORADO, ARK. 291 


In order to further substantiate the above, the affidavits of the following 
pipefitters on this job were obtained to establish that they worked on this 
project, never paid any assessment or voluntary contribution into local 706 and 
that their jobs on this project were not affected one way or the other by their 
nonpayment. 

Affidavit number and name: 

37. Kenneth Herbert Andrews. 

48. Richard Ison ( (paid partial). 

7. Earl W. Alexander. 

88. Robert H. Tinsley. 

89. E. B. Wheelis. 

40. Walter BE. Yarbrough. 

6. William Roland McAdoo (paid some weeks and other weeks he did not). 

At the meeting of the Arkansas Pipe Trades Association held in El Dorado, 
Ark., on November 15, 1952, this assessment matter was fully and thoroughly 
discussed. This Pipe Trades Association is an organization of all the local 
unions in the United Association located in Arkansas. Mr. Dave Dove, the 
then business agent of local union 155 of Little Rock, and Mr. Ray Chambless, 
the then business agent of local union 665 of Pine Bluff, were present at this 
meeting when this assessment matter was thoroughly discussed, and they knew 
that any of their members who were paying into local 706 were doing so on a 
yoluntary basis. The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the above- 
mentioned meeting of the Arkansas State Pipe Trades Association on this 
matter: 

‘Brother Earl Griffin: Tells of gross proceeds of job being $50,000. Some 
men have left job without paying freight. No one was forced to deviate from 
U.A. constitution. Strictly voluntary that each man pay same as man working 
beside him. Explains setup in 706 for collecting assessinents. States if any 
man was forced to pay over $1 per month to submit proof and the one who 
pressured him will be penalized.” 

Attached hereto are the affidavits of the following to establish this: 

Affidavit number and name: 
7. Earl W. Alexander. 
15. O. B. Coonradt. 

On January 12, 1952, the Arkansas Pipe Trades Association and locals 454 
of Hot Springs, 665 of Pine Bluff, 29 of Fort Smith, 31 of Jonesboro, and 155 of 
Little Rock, sent a joint letter to Mr. Martin P. Durkin, the then general presi- 
dent of the United Association, in Washington, D.C., a part of which is as 
follows: 

“We further testify that local 706 and its officers have proven their union con- 
nections by freely and without reservation assisted every local union of this 
State in protecting the jurisdiction and the employment of their members, and 
in financing favorable legislation, and at no time have any of the undersigned 
unions, or their members, been purposely abused, ignored, or deprived of work.” 
[Italie supplied. ] 

Two of the signers of this letter are Mr. Dave Dove of local 155 in Little Rock 
and Mr. Ray S. Chambless of the Pine Bluff local No. 665. This statement of 
Mr. Dove and Mr. Chambless seems to be contra to the affidavits given to this 
committee. 

Attention is also invited to the affidavits of Mr. Brummett, Mr. Coonradt, and 
Mr. Wright, being Nos. 8, 15, and 50, respectively. These men were the busi- 
ness agents of the Jackson, Miss., local, Hot Springs, Ark., local, and the Fort 
Smith, Ark., local during construction work. All of these business agents 
fully understood that there was no obligation on the part of their members to 
pay anything into local 706. 

Also attached hereto is an affidavit of John W. Garlington (affidavit No. 
28), which is the same John W. Garlington who has previously given an 
affidavit to this committee. It will be noted that the inference in Mr. Garling- 
ton’s first short affidavit given to this committee is completely explained if 
not contradicted. 

With regard to the persons who were on strike at Lion Chemical Co. in El 
Dorado and were employed on this project by Blaw-Knox, none of these people 
stated to this committee that they were required to pay anything into local 
706 in order to work on this project. These people merely state that they paid 
into local 706 while working on this project. In order to clarify this matter, 
affidavits were secured from some of the men in this category who plainly 
state that what money they paid into local 706 while working on this job was 
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purely voluntary on their part and that they were not forced to do so in order 
to retain their employment on this project. 
The men who gave affidavits to clear this point up are: 


Affidavit number and name: 
42. James Willie Garrett. 
43. J. K. Andress, R. E. Gay, and J. J. Bailey. 
44. Dale C. Webb. 
41. Finis Lee, Jr. 

From the above affidavits it will be seen that any money paid to local 706 
by persons on the Pine Bluff job who were nonmembers of local 706 were 
voluntary contributions on the part of such men. It is also apparent that the 
men on the job who were nonmembers of local 706 and who did not make a 
voluntary contribution were not fired or discriminated against in any manner, 
In spite of the affidavit of Nix, we submit that there is no evidence in this 
record to substantiate an allegation that anyone was fired from this job be. 
cause they failed to pay any money into local 706. 


B. The agreement between locals 706, 155, and 665 

This agreement provided that the revenues from the job should be divided 
equally between the above three locals after the expenses of policing the job 
were paid. This agreement, of course, contemplated that working assessments 
contained in the bylaws of the three locals would be the saine and that the 
members of locals 706, 155, and 665 would all pay $3.50 per week into this joint 
venture pursuant to the terms and provisions of the bylaws of each of the local 
unions. 

This agreement was never placed into effect inasmuch as it was canceled 
by the international office. I was told that inasmuch as local 706 had juris- 
diction over the project, that it was the responsibility of local 706 to police 
the job and that the workers on the project, other than members of local 
706, would not be required to pay a working assessment into local 706. 

The other signers of this agreement were also notified by the international 
office that this agreement could not be carried into effect, and Mr. Dave Dove 
and Mr. Ray Chambless, the then business agents of locals 155 and 665, re 
spectively, acknowledged this fact in their affidavits which are a part of the 
record which has been made before this committee. 

I opened this joint account in the bank as has been established before this 
committee and, although the agreement had been rendered null and void by 
the international office, the money collected from the Pine Bluff job was placed 
in this account until I divided the balance therein into the three accounts of 
local union 706, i.e., building fund, organizing fund, and general fund. 

Locals 155 and 665 have never made any claim upon the money in this account 
and they are, of course, not entitled to any. 

As will be seen by some of the affidavits attached and the other record in 
this matter, all of the people who paid money into local 706 while working on 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal job did not pay it through the envelope method and 
some paid it directly into the office of local 706 and it was placed in the other 
accounts of local 706 during this period of time, that is, the organizing fund, 
building fund, and general fund. 

As can be seen from the withdrawals from this joint account, very little of 
this money was used in policing the job at the Pine Bluff Arsenal, and most 
of the costs of policing the job at the Pine Bluff Arsenal was paid from the 
general fund and organizing fund of the regular accounts of the local union, 


C. The amount of money collected from the Pine Bluff Arsenal job and the 
disposition thereof 


All of the members of local 706 who were working on the Pine Bluff Arsenal 
job were required under the bylaws of local 706 to pay a $3.50 working assess- 
ment into the treasury of local 706. Local 706 had no recourse to enforce the 
payment of this $3.50 per week from its members as required by the bylaws 
other than the refusal to accept the monthly dues until the working assessments 
had been paid. No one was ever terminated from working on this job because 
of the failure to pay his working assessments, whether such person be a mem- 
ber or nonmember of local union 706. As the affidavit of E. B. Wheelis (affidavit 
No. 39) will show, even some of the members of local 706 failed to pay this 
working assessment and their right to work on this project was never inter- 
fered with in any way. 
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Insofar as the nonmembers of local 706 were concerned, they were not re- 
quired to pay $3.50 a week working assessment into local 706, but were told 
that they could make a voluntary contribution into the treasury of local 706 
to help defray the expenses of policing the job. This has been discussed pre- 
viously in my statement and is substantiated by numerous affidavits. 

In Mr. Mundie’s testimony he stated that there were $103,531.79 deposited 
into the joint venture account in El Dorado, Ark., and that there were a total 
of 64,111 men employed between August 4, 1951, and June 20, 1953, and that if 
each one of these men paid $3.50 per week into local union 706 that there should 
have been $224,388.50 collected. It is upon this basis that he arrives at the 
conclusion that there should have been $120.531.78 more in this joint account. 

The assumption which Mr. Mundie makes is incorrect for the following reasons: 

1. The figure of 64,111 men employed on the job cannot be used because this 
is not a true figure of whether a man worked a full week, 1 day, 2 days 2% days, 
or none. It is necessary to know this because under the rules of local union 
706 if a member of local 706 did not work in any workweek in excess of 8 hours, 
then he was required to pay nothing, even though he was a member of local 
706. Ifa man worked in excess of 8 hours, but not more than 16 hours, in any 
one workweek, he was only required to pay $1.50 working assessment. It is 
only if a man worked in excess of 16 hours in any workweek that he was obli- 
gated to pay the woring assessment in the sum of $3.50 per week. The above, 
of course, only applies to members of local union 706. There were many oc- 
easions on this job when the men did not work due to inclement weather or 
strikes, and during such periods of time the members of local 706 would not be 
obligated to pay this $3.50 per week assessment. Your attention is invited in 
this respect to the affidavit of Mr. Herb E. Bayer, the field project manager for 
Blaw-Knox Co., marked “No. 47” among the listed affidavits attached hereto. 

2. In addition to the above, many men would leave the project, not giving 
anybody any notice or otherwise, and go to work on other projects which were 
working longer hours and at better rates of pay. These people would still be 
carried on the records of the company for some time in the hope that they would 
return, and it must be assumed that such persons are included in the figure of 
64,111 until the termination was shown for them which may be several weeks 
after they had actually ceased to work on this project. 

3. Another reason is that, if a man would apply for work at the project, pass 
his security check, and then go seek a place to live and, being unable to find such 
a place, he would still be carried on the rolis of Blaw-Knox and would be paid 
for the time that he spent in checking in and passing his various tests, even 
though he didn’t return to work the following day and never returned to the 
job any more. 

4, Another reason why this figure of 64,111 cannot be used is that all of the 
men who actually worked full weeks on this project did not contribute to local 
706. Therefore, for the reasons above stated, it cannot be said that this account 
is short in any respect. 

5. Still another reason the figure of 64,111 cannot be used is that all of the 
men on the job did not pay any amount, paid only at irregular intervals or paid 
asmaller sum than $3.50 per week. 

6. If my memory serves me correctly, for a while on this project other people 
than pipefitters had the prefix “12.” I believe that these people who were draw- 
ing the same rate of pay as the pipefitters were actually inspectors. I was re- 
minded of this fact by one of the persons I have been talking to about this matter 
when he recalled that some of the pipefitters (people with prefix ‘12 on their 
badge) were accused of loafing or sitting down on the job and when the full 
badge number was disclosed, it was discovered it was not pipefitters who were 
sitting down on the job. If my memory serves me correctly, this number “12” 
was eliminated from the prefix of these other folks after a period of time. The 
reason this prefix “12” is important is that the Army Audit Agency only has 
a listing of people under prefix “12” and classes them all as pipefitters. Thus, 
if a certain number of these people were not actually pipefitters, this number 
of 64,111 could not be used here. 


II, EXPENDITURES FROM THE FUNDS OF LOCAL 706 FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


It has been a standing practice of this local union at Christmastime to give 
Christmas presents to the officers of the international union, various officers of 
other local unions who have assisted in the employment of members of local 
706, and other people who have assisted or befriended the membership of this 
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local union in one way or another. These matters have often been taken up on 
the floor of the local union as is stated in the affidavits of the following people 
attached to this statement: 


Affidavit number and name: 


11. W. A. McMahan, A. A. Malloch, 27. Homer Andress 
b. BE. Craig and W. T. “Red” 28. John W. Garlington 
Harris 29. Keith Ripley 
12. H. J. Webb and J. B. Swilley. 30. H. C. Burns 
(See last page of McMahan ol. Ri. J. Garrett 
affidavit. ) 32. M. L. “Red” Evans 
13. W. W. Wright and H.C. Bratton 39. E. B. Wheelis 
14. M. Muckelrath and L. B. Priddy 46. Ernest Samuel Peppers 
17. Bruce Cottrell 53. Floyd W. Zylks 
iS. Jack Goodwin 54. N. W. Price 
19. George Morgun 55. Wesley Ford. (See last page 
20. George Wolfe of Price affidavit. ) 


23. J. M. Telford 


Furthermore, the amounts of such gifts have been included in the report of 
the finance committee to the membership of this local union. I invite the Com- 
mittee’s attention to the report of the finance committee for the month of January 
1956, wherein Christmas gifts to general officers in the amount of $867.95 were 
included in the report: to the financial report of February 1957, where Christmas 
favors in the sum of $361.07 were reported; to the finance report of the month 
of January 1958, where Christmas gifts in the sum of $4,236.24 were reported to 
the membership; to the report of February of 1958 where $440.42 was reported 
to the membership by the finance committee; to the finance report of December 
1954, where Christmas gifts in the sum of $1,006.89 were reported to the mem- 
bership by the finance committee; to the monthly finance report of January 
1954, where the sum of $486.88 was reported to the membership as Christmas 
gifts, and in the month of December 1953, the sum of $490.80 was reported to 
the general membership by the finance committee as Christmas gifts. 

Mr. Mundie lists certain expenditures from 1951 through 1959 which he says 
were purchases unauthorized by the membership and paid for by checks from 
the local union funds. All of these purchases were authorized by the member- 
ship. For example, the items listed by Mr. Mundie under dates of December ‘0 
and December 19 as Christmas gifts from Cobbs, were authorized by the mem- 
bership as reflected by the minutes of the membership meeting of December 4, 
1951, which read as follows: 

“B. A. Griffin asks that money be appropriated for Xmas presents to the 
proper persons. Brother Grady Purdue makes motion that B. A. Griffin use his 
judgment in buying presents for those whom he sees fit. Seconded by Brother 
Bob Owens, carried unanimously.” 

Another example is the expenditure of $4,218.84 for expenses of a group of 
contractors to Washington, D.C., in February of 1958. The membership was 
fully advised of this, and the minutes of the meeting of February 18, 1958, reflect 
the following: 

“* * * He (B. A. Ermon Griffin) thinks they did some good in Washington— 
carried 18 plumbing contractors with them * * *, He tells of talking with 
Senator McClellan in Washington.” 

The finance officers’ report of February 1958 reflects that $5,599.56 was spent 
from the organizing fund of which $4,218.84 was for the expenses of this trip. 

The finance reports for the months of February and March of 1958 were read 
to the body on May 6, 1958, and the minutes of that meeting reflect that the 
expenses of this trip as reflected by the February and March finance reports was 
explained. This trip was made to oppose H.R. 7168 while it was being con- 
sidered by the Senate of the United States. The persons in our industry be- 
lieved this proposed legislation harmful to the best interests of everyone con- 
cerned. 

These minutes reflect that the finance reports for February and March 1958 
were accepted as read. 

With regard to the flowers sent to Mrs. Earl Griffin and Mrs. Ermon Griffin, 
this is not an isolated incidence, but one of a general practice of the local union 
to send flowers to any member or his wife who is ill. This flower fund is taken 
up by the members on the job and deposited in the general fund as shown by the 
following receipts. 
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It is thus standard practice when someone is in the hospital or there is a 
death, then the secretary in the office automatically sends flowers and it is 
charged to the general fund. This has been and is still the practice of the local 
union. My wife and Mrs. Ermon Griffin just happened to receive flowers in this 
way from the local union as do other members and their families. 


ll. AVAILABILITY OF THE FINANCIAL RECORDS OF THE UNION TO THE GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP 


The financial records of this local union have always been made available 
to the general membership. When I was business agent of the local union no one 
ever asked me to See any of the records of the local union when he was not per- 
mitted todo so. Attached hereto are the affidavits of the members of the finance 
committee, who have the charge and jurisdiction of the records of the local 
union, and they state in their affidavits that such records have always been avail- 
able to the general membership. See affidavits of: 


Affidavit No. and name: 
46. Ernest Samuel Peppers (former finance committee chairman). 
53. Floyd W. Zylks. 
54. N. W. Price. 
56. Wesley Ford (see last page of Price affidavit). 


IV. DEMOCRACY IN LOCAL 706 


It is always and has been the privilege of any member of local 706 to get up 
on the floor and express himself without being discrimianted against in any 
way. 

I have never discriminated against anybody for holding views contrary to 
mine or for disputing questions on the floor with me. The minutes of this local 
union time after time reflect that I have urged the members to get up and ex- 
press themselves on various questions or propositions which have come before 
the local union, and the following affidavits are of persons who testify as to the 
democracy existing in local union 706: 


Affidavit number and name: 


11. W. A. McMahan, A. A. Malloch, 24. John Henry Armer 
B. E. Craig, and W. T. “Red” 25. Fred Murphy 
Harris 26. Ralph Kelly 
12. H. J. Webb and J. B. Swilley. 27. Homer Andress 
(See last page of McMahan 28. John W. Garlington 
affidavit. ) 29. Keith Ripley 
13. W. W. Wright and H. C. Brat- 30. H. C. Burns 
ton 31. R. J. Garrett 
14. M. Muckelrath, Jr., Vernon 32. M. L. “Red” Evans 
Burson, and L, B. Priddy 33. H. A. Tanner 
17. Bruce Cottrell 39. E. B. Wheelis 
18. Jack Goodwin 42. James Willie Garrett 
19. George Morgan 46. Ernest Samuel Peppers 
20. George Wolfe 53. Floyd W. Zylks 
21. Lawson Reasor Holmes 54. N. W. Price 
22. J. R. Burns 55. Wesley Ford. (See last page 
23. J. M. Johnny Telford of Price affidavit.) 


In conclusion, I wish to reiterate that the moneys collected on the Pine Bluff 
Arsenal job were expended for the benefit of the members of local union 706, 
that no one was forced to pay any money on this job in order to work there 
and that the so-called joint venture agreement was never carried into effect 
because it was declared null and void by the international office. 

The expenditures of the local union funds for gifts were approved by the 
membership and the membership was fully advised and the financial records of 
the local union have always been available to the general membership for their 
inspection, and no one in local union 706 has been discriminated against for 
holding views contrary to mine. 

The 54 affidavits attached hereto of some 60 people establish the above facts, 
and I respectfully request this committee to read each of these affidavits. 

Respectfully submitted. 


HARL GRIFFIN. 
940 Jefferson Street, El Dorado, Ark. 
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